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By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Digitizing land records is moving to the 
top of the city’s list of ARPA projects.

The proposal was at the top of the list 
offered by City Clerk Henry Heck, and 
Finance Committee Chair Sharon Davis 
said this week the main question is whether 
the city uses an estimated $173,000 of the 
$4.4 million in federal COVID stimulus 
to contract out the work or have it done 
in-house for closer to $60,000 to $80,000.

“I think there’ll be more discussion 
when it gets to the board level — is there 
a time frame that the board wants to wait,” 
Davis said.

Heck said digital land records go back 
to 2006, but title searches look at a 40-year 
span. He said he had two estimates for dig-
itizing everything since 1981 — $173,000 
and $232,000 — from contractors who 
indicated it would take three to six 
months. However, he said the city has 
access to the sort of software it would need 
to do the work in-house.

“My land records assistant went in yes-
terday and did two hours of uninterrupted 
work to kind of give me an idea,” he said. 
“We found this project would probably 
take about 18 months of a single individ-
ual working, maybe, a 30-hour work week.”

Heck said he guessed doing it that way 
would likely involve adding a temporary 
position in his office and would cost the 
city about $80,000.

“If I can do it for $80,000, you’ve got 
$93,000 you can use somewhere else,” he 
said. “I’m sure DPW can soak that up right 
away.”

Heck said the project would be a key 
part of bringing the city into the 21st cen-
tury and could have prevented the access 
issues created when City Hall was closed 
to the public during the height of the 
pandemic.

“That basically shut down the house-buy-
ing business,” he said. “COVID changed a 
lot of things for good. ... A lot of remote 
businesses are kicking up. People are 
working from home. This is giving people 
the ability to sit in their fuzzy slippers by 
the fire and they can do their jobs.”

Once they are digitized, the question 
remains of how they are accessed. Board of 
Aldermen President Matthew Whitcomb 
said a look at the city website is also under 
discussion as an ARPA project.

“We have a new website that was largely 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

This Red Ribbon Week, city 
schools are encouraging stu-
dents to make healthy choices 
— and show off their spirit in the 
process.

Across the district, students 
are celebrating this year’s theme 
of “Drug Free Looks Like Me” 
with dress-up days and other 
activities and contests that 
encourage drug prevention and 
healthy well-being.

According to the national Red 
Ribbon Campaign’s website, this 
year’s theme was chosen because 
“it best describes how all of us 
must do our individual parts 
to keep our communities safe, 
healthy and drug free.”

The first nationwide Red Rib-
bon Campaign was organized by 
the National Family Partnership 
in 1985 in response to the mur-
der of U.S. Drug Enforcement 

Administration agent Enrique 
“Kiki” Camarena. Following his 
murder, communities across 
the country began wearing red 
ribbons as a symbol of their com-
mitment to raise awareness of 
the destructive impact of drugs.

Over time, the campaign has 
evolved from wearing ribbons to 
include week-long themes aimed 
at promoting healthy, drug-free 
communities.

Everyone is seeing red this 
week at Northwest Primary 
School, where faculty and staff 
have hung red banners and 
tablecloths from ceilings and 
walls, giving the school a rubes-
cent glow.

“You cannot miss the fact that 
it’s Red Ribbon Week,” said 
Lindsey Etcheson, a program 
leader at the school.

This week has also featured 
several dress-up days, such as 
Sunglasses Day, with a message 

“to help shine your bright light,” 
and Backwards Day, which 
encourages students to turn 
their back on drugs.

O n  T h u r s d a y,  s t u d e n t s 
will dress in red and Friday, 
of course, will be Halloween 
themed.

Etcheson said the themes are 
designed to be inclusive.

“We try really intentionally to 
choose things that everyone can 
participate in, where they don’t 
necessarily have to go out and 
buy a costume or a specialty out-
fit,” she said.

On the educational side, 
Etcheson said teachers and staff 
are leading lessons with the 
kids every day in the classroom 
to educate them about how to 
be aware of their surroundings, 
stand up for themselves and how 
to say “no.”

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

Curtis Corse said Baxter Street has been 
a little quieter since the house across from 
him was raided.

“There’s less traffic,” Corse said Wednes-
day as he dodged shots from neighborhood 
kids armed with Nerf guns. “I’m still seeing 
people going in and out of there, but it’s 
less volume, and it doesn’t seem like the 
same people. ... It was a relief to find out 
they did the raid.”

Federal, state and local law enforcement 
raided 46 Baxter St. and another house 
around the corner — 146 Maple St. — late 
last week. Information available about the 
outcome of the raids is limited, but one 
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Quality of mercy
A group led by Georgia 
Democrat Stacey Abrams is 
branching out into paying off 
medical debts.  A6

RHS advances
The Rutland girls soccer 
team moved on in the 
Division I playoffs, besting 
BFA-St. Albans Wednesday 
afternoon.  B1

HIGH ON ARPA PROJECT LIST
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Northwest School second-graders Callopie Reed and Kade Gecha-Emmons with teacher Sara Metzler 
celebrate “Team Day” this week.

See Records, page  A5 See Anti-drug, page  A5
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Maria Davis serves food Wednesday at the latest in a series of neighborhood meetings on Baxter Street.See Neighbors, page  A5


