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WASHINGTON — In 
his first State of the Union 
address to a divided Con-
gress, President Donald 
Trump warned Democrats 
on Tuesday that “ridiculous 
partisan investigations” 
could derail the nation’s 
economic progress.

Trump peppered his 
speech with calls for biparti-
sanship, urging Washington 
to govern “not as two parties, 

but as one nation.” But his 
message clashed with the 
rancorous atmosphere he 
has helped cultivate in the 
nation’s capital, as well as the 
desire of most Democrats to 
block his path during his 
next two years in office.

The president’s remarks 
previewed how he planned 
to defend himself as Demo-
crats launch a flurry of inves-
tigations into his administra-
tion and personal finances.

“If there is going to be 
peace and legislation, there 

cannot be war and investiga-
tion,” he declared.

Trump’s speech to law-
makers and the nation 
comes at a critical moment 
in  h i s  pres idency.  He 
pushed his party into a 
lengthy government shut-
down over border security, 
only to cave to Democrats. 
With another shutdown 
deadline looming, the pres-
ident has few options for 
getting Congress to fund 
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“What I found here 

was a welcome so 

big that they wanted 

to do everything, big 

and little things, to 

show that the pope’s 

visit was good.”

Pope Francis, assessing his 
visit to Abu Dhabi, United Arab 
Emirates, after celebrating the 
first papal Mass on the Arabian 

Peninsula for about 180,000 
people on Tuesday. — A10

ISIS not out
A Defense Department 

report issued by the inspec-

tor general says while the 

Islamic State group has been 

pushed out of territory it once 

controlled, the fight is not yet 

over.  B4 

Tonight
CO-ED BASKETBALL

Seasonal drop-in basketball times. 

Men and women, high school gradu-

ates and older are welcome to attend. 

$5, 7:45-9:15 p.m. Rutland Interme-

diate School Gymnasium, 65 Library 

Ave., Rutland, info@rutlandrec.com, 

773-1822.

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

A group of Green Mountain Col-
lege graduates, parents and faculty 
have launched an online fund drive 
with the goal to keep the college 
open.

Huddy Grandy, an alumna from 
the class of 2008, is one of the orga-
nizers of the fund drive. She said 

the initial goal is $600,000 and $5 
million by June 1.

“Our primary goal is to prevent 
closure. We don’t want to lose 
accreditation for the school. We 
don’t want to have any lapse in 
operation of the institution. Obvi-
ously, we want it to stay open in the 
long term,” she said.

The SaveGMC website says 

pledges are being sought to “retain 
current faculty and staff while we 
work to transition leadership at the 
college.”

“During the coming months, a 
team of alumni, students, parents, 
and community activists will be 
hiring professionals — lawyers, 
accountants, and fundraisers — 
to facilitate the restructuring and 

continued operation of the school,” 
the site says.

Grandy said the organizers have 
“launched a pretty huge effort on 
social media” to get the word out 
about the effort. The SaveGMC 
leaders have heard from alumni 
from as far back as the 1940s and 

Alums plan to save GMC
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Ice-fishing shanties decorate the puddled surface of Lake Bomoseen on Tuesday after-
noon. Consecutive days of above-freezing temperatures has caused substantial melting.

CU on upswing, to restructure
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

CASTLETON — A year ago, Cas-
tleton University looked as if it was 
the local school in trouble.

Now, with Green Mountain Col-
lege about to close and College of 
St. Joseph on the brink of losing 
accreditation, CU’s leadership says 
it has erased a $1.5 million budget 

deficit and is showing an increased 
enrollment. President Dr. Karen 
Scolforo, who took over in January 
2018, said that was the result of 
extensive collaboration between 
faculty and staff — a collaboration 
that also produced a restructuring 
scheduled to take effect July 1.

“I think another person might 
have come in, taken care of the 

budget deficit and then taken it 
from there,” she said. “I said we 
have to spend 80 percent of our 
time on the future of Castleton 
and 20 percent on rectifying this 
deficit.”

Scolforo said four faculty mem-
bers were laid off, though two have 
since been rehired, and 17 people 
took advantage of an “incentivized 

retirement” offer.
“It really was those folks that 

were nearing retirement recog-
nized that if they didn’t retire, 
somebody might lose their job,” 
she said. “Folks just stepped up 
and everyone worked together. 
... In terms of resource allocation 

FEBRUARY THAW Vermont bishop 
addresses child 
abuse, abortion

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

Discussion of abortion 
and sexual abuse scan-
dals dominated a forum 
B i s h o p  C h r i s t o p h e r 
Coyne held at Christ the 
King Church on Tuesday.

The talk, part of a listen-
ing tour bringing Coyne to 
churches around the state, 
also touched on how the 
church can win back parish-
ioners it has lost and what 
the diocese can do for local 
parishes. Coyne said this 
was the sixth such meeting, 
and common themes from 
the previous ones included 
sex abuse scandals in the 
Catholic church, a decision 
to lower the age of first com-
munion and calls for the 
ordination of female priests.

Preaching respectful lis-
tening, Coyne opened the 
floor to the roughly 100 in 
attendance, saying people 
who came forward would 
get 2 minutes each for ques-
tions or comments. The first 
came from a man who began 
by proclaiming his love for 
the church and his belief in 
literal transubstantiation.

“I am very angry at the 
hierarchy of our church,” 
he said. “I am angry at 
your brother bishops and 

the Bishop of Rome.”
The  man  sa id  when 

n e w s  o f  s e x u a l  a b u s e 
c o v e r u p s  b r o k e  m o r e 
than a decade ago, parish-
ioners were assured that 
reforms had been imple-
mented and such abuse 
would not happen again. 
Then the public learned 
of more abuses last year.

“Now, I realize the bishops 
did not do what they said 
they would do, and I am 
angry about it,” he said.

The man said his anger 
was compounded because 
the scandals robbed the 
bishops of their moral 
authority, which they need 
to argue against measures 
like H.57, the bill that would 
preserve abortion rights in 
Vermont. The man said the 
bill “borders on infanticide,” 
while later speakers outright 
called it infanticide.

“There’s a lot there,” 
Coyne said. “I can only be 
responsible for myself. ... 
I can’t answer for some of 
the bishops.”

Coyne described how 
the diocese had appointed 
a commission — led by 
a former member of law 
enforcement who was not 

Trump says investigations 
damage country’s progress 

GMC fundraising
Herald staff writer 
Patrick McArdle 
updates efforts by 
Green Mountain College 
alumni to raise money 
to save the school. bit.
ly/GMCFundraiser
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Karen Scolforo, president of Castleton University, talks about the recent changes at the university Tuesday afternoon at the Campus Center.
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