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“It’s deeply humbling 

for me to be able 

to come back to 

Ireland and have the 

opportunity to go to 

the very hometown 

of my mother’s 

grandmother.”

U.S. Vice President Mike Pence, 
in Doonbeg, Ireland, only coin-
cidentally the home of Trump 

International Golf Links & Hotel, 
where Pence will stay while in 
Ireland for official diplomatic 

meetings. — B8

Thunder Road
Two track officials, injured 

in a weekend accident, are 

expected to fully recover.  A3

Today
FALL WARBLER TALK

Joel Tilley will give a presentation 

on the warblers that can be seen in 

the area during the fall migration 

season. 6-7 p.m. Poultney Public 

Library, 205 Main St., Poultney, bird-

ing@rutlandcountyaudubon.org.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

A location that held a series of 
troubled nightclubs is slated for 
new life as a hair salon.

The Board of Aldermen voted 
unanimously Tuesday to award a 
$5,000 business incentive grant to 
the Downtown Gentleman’s Salon, 
funding a move up Merchant’s Row 
to the spot that was most recently 
The Local, a venue whose owner 

closed it in 2017 just before the 
state revoked his liquor license.

Brennan Duffy, executive direc-
tor of the Rutland Redevelopment 
Authority, said Downtown Gentle-
man’s Salon owner Lori LaPenna 
will invest $60,000 to renovate the 
space and will add eight new staff 
members as part of the move.

Mayor David Allaire said he had 
toured the building.

“Once the renovations are made, 

I think it’s going to make an excel-
lent addition to our downtown and 
community,” he said.

A lderman Scot t  Tommola 
abstained from the vote, citing an 
unspecified conflict of interest.

The space has been vacant since 
The Local closed in 2017. Owner 
Chip Greeno had a history of clashes 
with the city, starting with 18-and-
older parties he threw there in 2013 
over the objections of the Board of 

Aldermen — though the board 
never closed the loophole in city 
ordinances that allowed for them. 
Greeno filed a lawsuit after the bar 
closed, claiming police harassment, 
but the state liquor board stripped 
him of his license and fined him 
$5,000 that same year citing viola-
tions at the bar and the lawsuit was 
dropped some time later.

Salon will expand into ex-club
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State workers plug away at a project alongside Route 4 in Mendon on Tuesday morning.

Local historians mark 50 years
By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

The Rutland Historical 
Society has embraced the 
digital age since 2005, and it 
wants to show off some new 
digital resources it has avail-
able this weekend at its 50th 
anniversary celebration.

Jim Davidson, curator 

and past president of the 
Rutland Historical Society 
said Tuesday that an open 
house will be held Satur-
day and Sunday, 1 p.m. to 
4 p.m. both days, at the soci-
ety’s building at 96 Center 
St. There, the society wants 
to show people all the ways 
they can interact with local 

history digitally.
“We have moved so much 

to being an online historical 
society,” said Davidson. “We 
started that site (rutlandhis-
tory.com) in 2005.”

The heart of the weekend 
presentations will be a tech-
nical demonstration about 
how to tap the historical 

society’s digital resources, 
though there will be histori-
cal society members around 
to talk about items, photos, 
and documents the group 
has gathered over the past 
50 years.

One thing the society 
will tout is a partnership 
b e t w e e n  t h e  w e b s i t e 

newspapers.com and the 
Vermont State Archives and 
Records Administration 
that lets Vermont residents 
access digitally scanned 
copies of old newspapers, 
including the Rutland Her-
ald. Folks can get started 
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James Miles serves hot dogs Friday afternoon at Jimmo’s Meat & Greet.

ROAD WORK

Planners look 
to federal
tax program

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

While some independent 
southern Vermont colleges 
have closed down, appar-
ently for good, efforts are 
being made to keep College 
of St. Joseph alive in some 
form, which may be assisted 
by a federal government 
program intended to spur 
capital investments.

Robert Zulkoski, chair-
man and managing partner 
of Vermont Works, said the 
federal legislation that cre-
ated “Opportunity Zones” 
was “specifically designed to 
bring capital to places like 
Rutland.”

The Vermont Agency of 
Commerce and Commu-
nity Development, on its 
website, said Opportunity 
Zones, “a new tax incentive 
aimed at increasing private 
investment in low-income 
census tracts,” were created 
as part of the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017.

“Investors in these zones 
will receive preferential 
tax treatment when they 
invest in a newly created 

‘Oppor tun i t y  Fund , ’ ” 
according to the website.

Like other states, Ver-
mont was allowed to create 
25 Opportunity Zones, 
but Zulkoski believes the 
Rutland zone and the CSJ 
campus is “particularly 
actionable.”

Zulkoski said other zones 
were not necessarily estab-
lished based on their pos-
sibility. For instance, some 
Burlington zones exists 
includes a “densely settle 
residential area.” Develop-
ing in those zones would 
require acquiring and 
demolishing those homes.

“What I’m excited about 
in terms of the Opportunity 
Zone in Rutland that CSJ 
sits within is that we can use 
the campus facilities of the 
College of St. Joe’s to con-
centrate place, space and 
services geared toward what 
the intent of the Opportu-
nity Zone was which was to 
encourage and help fund 
entrepreneurship and 
the development of new 

Familiar cart has new owner
By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

If the new hot dog stand 
on West Street looks famil-
iar, there’s a reason.

Retired city firefighter 
James Miles has bought the 
former Big Lenny’s trailer, 
rechristened it “Jimmo’s 
Meat & Greet” and set up 
shop in the parking lot 
near the intersection with 
Meadow Street.

“I’ve always enjoyed cook-
ing,” Miles said. “It’s been 

in the back of my mind for 
quite a while. ... I searched 
the web for a food truck 
and right in front of me 
was Big Lenny’s cart. ... The 
opportunity came and I 
jumped on it.”

Lenny Montuori oper-
ated the cart for years 
before taking up a store-
front on Merchants Row — 
though he hasn’t opened 
it in some time because of 
health problems. Miles said 
Montuori gave him plenty 

of advice and even attended 
the cart’s opening day. The 
look of the cart — the color 
scheme and most of the let-
tering — remains the same.

“The only thing he took 
off was his name,” Miles 
said. “I never thought about 
changing everything. Even-
tually, I’ll put my name on 
it. People do think it’s Big 
Lenny’s cart because I 
cannot tell you how many 

RUTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

See Salon, page  A5

See Historical, page  A5

See Hot dogs, page  A5

IDEAS FOR CSJ’S FUTURE

See CSJ, page  A5


