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Thursday
UKULELE HEART

Even if you’ve never played an 

instrument in your life, you can 

learn to play ukulele. Beginners 

5-5:30 p.m. Other levels join 

5:30-7 p.m. Donations Appreciated, 

5-7 p.m. Chaffee Art Center, 16 South 

Main St., Rutland, info@chaffeeart-

center.org, 775-0356.

House overrides Scott’s veto

Candidates stake out positions

Residents scrutinize bond

VSP officer 
appeals ruling 
on discipline

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 

STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — Vermont’s 
minimum wage will be going up 
after the House voted Tuesday 
to override Republican Gov. Phil 
Scott’s veto.

According to Katherine Levas-
seur, chief of staff for the Office of 
the Speaker of the House, lawmak-
ers voted 100-49 to override Scott’s 
veto of S.23, a bill that raises the 

minimum wage to $11.75 per hour 
on Jan. 1, 2021, and to $12.55 per 
hour on Jan. 1, 2022. It then ties 
increases to the rate of inflation.

“Today’s vote reaffirms the legis-
lature’s commitment to Vermont’s 
working families,” said Speaker of 
the House Mitzi Johnson, D-South 
Hero, in a news release. “A wage 
increase will be instrumental in 
improving the lives of Vermonters. 
Gradual increases in the minimum 

wage help ensure Vermonters have 
the economic resources to sup-
port themselves, which puts more 
money into Vermont’s small busi-
nesses and helps our communities 
thrive. While it has been a long 
road for S.23, our work is not done. 
This, and other bills that improve 
the economic well-being of working 
families are our top priorities this 
legislative session.”

Earlier this month, the Senate 

voted 24-6 to override the gover-
nor’s veto. According to the Asso-
ciated Press, this week’s House vote 
had been postponed from last week 
by Johnson, who said a number of 
lawmakers were absent.

“What I think is important is we 
passed a bill that would give hard-
working Vermonters a raise,” said 
House Majority Leader, Rep. Jill 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

This is the second of three 
stories on the race for the Rut-
land City Board of Aldermen, 
in which nine candidates are 
competing for five seats. Can-
didates are being profiled three 
at a time, in alphabetical order.

Sam Gorruso says the 
Board of Aldermen could 
use him again.

“I still remember most 
of the charter and ordi-
nances,” the former alder-
man said. “I expect to hit 

the ground running.”
Gorruso, 62, who runs 

Sam’s Good News, was on 
the board from 1992 to 
1998.

“I’m one who doesn’t 
think the city’s moving in 
the right direction,” he 
said. “I was on the board in 
the ’90s and we got a lot of 

stuff moving, a lot of good 
stuff going on. I thought I’d 
throw my expertise in.”

Gorruso said he has been 
unhappy with some of the 
press the city has gotten, 
particularly national cov-
erage regarding the drug 
problem.

“That one still haunts me 
when I’m on the phone 
with out-of-state people,” 
he said.

Gorruso also said he ques-
tions the direction of the 
current discussion around 

economic development.
“Some of our other polit-

ical candidates say we need 
to bring in people,” he said. 
“You’re not going to bring 
in people if you don’t have 
jobs.”

Whi le  organizat ions 
like the Rutland Region 
Chamber of Commerce 
have repeatedly reported 
that local companies are 
having trouble finding 
people to fill available jobs, 

By JIM SABATASO

STAFF WRITER

FAIR HAVEN — Around 
100 people gathered at Fair 
Haven Union High School 
Tuesday evening to discuss a 
proposed $60 million bond 
for infrastructure and facil-
ity improvements through-
out the Slate Valley Unified 

Union School District.
T h e  p r o j e c t  w o u l d 

address  infrastructure 
needs at the high school, 
build a new district middle 
school, install two new ele-
vators at Fair Haven Grade 
School and potentially build 
a new gym and cafeteria at 
Orwell Village School.

As part of the plan, all 
seventh- and eighth-grade 
students would relocate 
to an autonomous middle 
school on the FHUHS cam-
pus and Castleton Middle 
School would be leased to 
Castleton University.

By MICHAEL DONOGHUE

CORRESPONDENT

MONTPELIER — A for-
mer station commander for 
Vermont State Police in Rut-
land County, who was per-
manently removed from his 
post last March, demoted 
and given a new job, is 
appealing the discipline 
the department imposed 
on him for mishandling 
trooper wrongdoing.

The case centers on the 
response by former Lt. 
Michael “Stu” Studin when 
told two troopers from the 
Shaftsbury barracks had 
failed to investigate a new 
Rutland trooper for sus-
pected driving while under 
the influence in October 
2018, state records show. He 
was put on paid leave while 
the case was investigated.

State Police in March 
2019 eventually issued Stu-
din two concurrent 10-day 
suspensions, a demotion 
to detective sergeant, a 
reassignment to the Royal-
ton barracks as a criminal 

investigator and added a 
letter of reprimand to his 
personnel file, the records 
show.

Studin,  who l ives  in 
Chester, is asking the Ver-
mont Labor Board to rein-
state him as a lieutenant, 
award him all money lost 
during both his suspen-
sion and while working at 
his reduced rank, and also 
asked that all mention of 
the suspensions, his demo-
tion and reprimand be 
removed from the file.

The  Labor  Board  i s 
due to begin hearing Stu-
din’s appeal Thursday in 
Montpelier.

The case began to unfold 
when an off-duty probation-
ary trooper from the Rut-
land barracks was discovered 
passed out at the wheel of 
his private car behind the 
Cumberland Farms store on 
Northside Drive in Benning-
ton about 6:30 a.m. Oct. 28, 
2018, officials said.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Rutland City firefighter Jonah Farrow works out Tuesday afternoon at the fire station “tire flipping” with an old 16-ply truck tire.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER/

Erin Outslay, right, of Proctor helps her son Ward, 8, put his ice skates on at the 
Proctor Ice Skating Rink on Friday afternoon.
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