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Calif. on fire
California wildfires keep tens 
of thousands of residents 
from their threatened homes.  
                                       A8

Nature’s candy
As Halloween pivoted to a 
warm, sticky embrace of 
refined sugar in the 1950s, 
candy corn became a staple 
favorite of the trick-or-treat 
crowd. But now, from New 
Mexico, come “chicos,” tasty 
Native American dried corn.  
                                        B6

Outbreaks continue to grow

Students build on despite virus

City reviews marketing effort

Local board 
chairs offered 
conflict training

By ERIC BLAISDELL
STAFF WRITER

MONTPELIER — State offi-
cials say an outbreak of the novel 
coronavirus connected to Central 
Vermont Memorial Civic Center in 
Montpelier has created four other 
outbreaks in the state.

At Gov. Phil Scott’s regular Tues-
day news conference, Dr. Mark 
Levine, commissioner of the Ver-
mont Department of Health, said 

those that were initially infected 
have spread the virus to others and 
those have spread the virus further 
still. As of Monday, 70 cases have 
been linked to the hockey rink.

Of those, 28 are connected to 
an outbreak at Saint Michael’s 
College. The school has moved to 
remote learning this week, and all 
students are expected to be tested 
Saturday.

Six cases are connected to an 

outbreak at Union Elementary 
School in Montpelier. That school 
also went remote this week after 
a seventh case was reported there 
that was not connected to the 
hockey rink.

Workplaces have also seen out-
breaks. One workplace has four 
cases and another has three. And 
multiple other schools and work-
places have seen single positive 
cases that have since been traced 

back to the hockey rink in the Cap-
ital City. The department didn’t say 
where those workplaces are or what 
work is done there.

Ben Truman, a spokesman for 
the department, said in an email 
Tuesday the department isn’t 
identifying where the outbreaks 
are or the other schools and work-
places impacted, despite some 

By JIM SABATASO
STAFF WRITER

While the coronavirus 
pandemic may have slowed 
progress on Stafford Tech-
nical Center’s latest con-
struction project, students 
remain committed to finish-
ing the job.

For more than 30 years, 

STC’s Student Craft Corp. 
has built more than 15 
houses and other build-
ings around Rutland City. 
Work on the latest house, 
on Mona Vista Avenue in 
Rutland’s northeast neigh-
borhood, began last spring.

Jeff Fowler, construction 
technology instructor, 

oversees his 14 students 
who work in separate teams 
of seven because of COVID-
19 restrictions.

In total, 40-60 students 
from STC’s  plumbing, 
electrical, forestry and 
carpentry programs will 
work on the project from 
start to finish. The project 

gives students an essential 
hands-on experience that 
prepares them for careers 
in their chosen fields.

Fowler said the project 
teaches students “how to 
build real houses for real 
people and sell them for 
real money.”

He noted that this is a 

student-driven project, 
pointing out that he doesn’t 
wear a tool belt when onsite.

Construction typically 
takes about two years, but 
with the pandemic still 
spreading Fowler said it will 
be closer to three.

By GORDON DRITSCHILO
STAFF WRITER

O r g a n i z e r s  o f  t h e 
regional marketing cam-
paign said Tuesday that if 
the city wants to see results, 
it needs to think long term.

The Marketing Com-
mittee voted unanimously 
to recommend that the 
Board of Aldermen allocate 
another $16,000 to the cam-
paign, which is aimed at get-
ting people to move to the 
Rutland area. Organizers 
are asking towns in Rutland 

County to contribute $1 per 
person to support activities 
in the coming year, which 
Chamber and Economic 
Development of the Rut-
land Region Executive 
Director Lyle Jepson said 
will include filtering and 
pursuing leads developed 
through the Real Rutland 
website.

“We have 5,000 email 
addresses that we need to 
do something with in a safe 
way,” Jepson said. “We need 
to automate the process.”

Jepson said an automated 
process funded with the 
money being sought by the 
campaign will identify “hot” 
leads from the collection, 
allowing the campaign to 
pair them with “catcher” 
chosen to speak to an indi-
vidual family’s needs in con-
sidering moving to Rutland. 
Jepson said that includes 
pairing prospects with local 
families that have children 
roughly the same age.

By KEITH WHITCOMB JR. 
STAFF WRITER

Two local leaders are 
offering to teach Rutland 
County board chairs some 
conflict resolution skills for 
free.

Michael Shank, of Bran-
don, and Lisa Ryan, of 
Rutland City, said Tuesday 
they got the idea to offer 
this free training after 
learning about each other’s 
backgrounds at a Project 
VISION meeting.

Ryan sits on the Rutland 
City Board of Aldermen 
and works as director of 
Rutland County Commu-
nity Justice Center at BROC 
Community Action. Shank 
is chairman of the Bran-
don Planning Commission 
and is the communications 
director for the Carbon 
Neutral Cities Alliance. 
Each has a background in 
conflict mediation.

“I feel, over the last cou-
ple of months, that I’ve 
been watching the com-
munity split apart more 
and more, and part of it is 
probably enhanced by the 
fact we’re speaking virtually, 

primarily,” said Shank.
The COVID-19 pandemic 

pushed most public enti-
ties into meeting remotely 
through online services 
such as Zoom. While some 
have resumed in-person 
meetings, many remain 
online or use a mix of both.

Shank and Ryan did not 
cite any specific issue or 
instance as an example of 
when the training they’re 
offering would come into 
play, though there have 
been several tense local 
controversies surrounding 
school flags and mascots as 
well as a heated presidential 
election cycle.

T h e y  h a v e  n o t  y e t 
designed a curriculum for 
the training and plan to 
see what the level of inter-
est is like before working 
out a time and format. 
Those who lead a munici-
pal, school or public entity 
board are invited to email 
Shank and Ryan at RSVP@
RutlandResolves.org.

“I’m on the board of 
aldermen, and we could use 

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

A pumpkin decoration sits in the window of Rutland VFW Post 648 on Tuesday evening on West Street in Rutland City.

PHOTO BY JON OLENDER

Zach Patch, of Mendon, heads to his duck-hunting spot on Lefferts Pond in Chittenden 
on a recent afternoon, joined by his 3-year-old Labrador retriever, Lucy.
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Somewhere in 
Rutland history is an 
article about you, a 
relative or a friend 
playing high school 
sports. Or an ad for 
a place that brings 

back good memories.
Or an event you were 
connected to. Use this 
archive to remember 

the past and learn 
about our history. 
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