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“In a democracy, 

people should decide 

what is credible, 

not tech companies. 

That’s why — like 

other internet 

platforms and 

broadcasters — we 

don’t fact check ads 

from politicians.”

Facebook, in an email sent 
Thursday to The Associated 
Press, attempts to clarify its 
policy following CEO Mark 

Zuckerberg’s Congressional 
testimony Wednesday. — B8

Traffic stop
Two men from New York City 

are each facing 60 years in 

jail after being arrested in 

Shoreham on Wednesday 

and accused of trafficking 

drugs into Vermont.  A3

‘North Star’
The late U.S. Rep. Elijah 

Cummings, D-Md., was 

remembered for a lifetime 

of service in a Thursday 

ceremony at the Capitol in 

Washington, D.C.  A6

Saturday
PIANDIA

Traditional classical Indian music 

fused with contemporary jazz, 

with John Funkhouser on piano 

and Jerry Leake on tabla. $20, 

7:30-9:45 p.m. Brandon Music, 62 

Country Club Road, Brandon, edna@

brandon-music.net, 247-4295.

Fatal crash closes Route 7

Schaffer inspires at chamber event

Board mulls dog waste issue

Residents say 
drivers ignore 
warning sign

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

A multiple-car crash on 
Route 7 Thursday morning 
left one person dead and 
two injured, according to 
Rutland City Police Chief 
Brian Killcullen.

K i l c u l l e n  s a i d  t h e y 
received word of a crash 
around 10 a.m. Thursday 
morning to a three-car col-
lision on Route 7 and Rut-
land City Police responded 
with the Rutland City Fire 
Department, according to 
a statement releases by Ver-
mont State Police.

Upon arriving, police 
said they had to force entry 
into one of the vehicles to 
extract the seriously injured 
person inside. The victim 
was transported to the 
Rutland Regional Medical 
Center, where they were 
pronounced dead as a 
result of injuries incurred 
in the crash.

Troopers said Timothy 
Hilder, 49, and Michael 
Reed, 27, both of Rutland, 
were taken to RRMC with 
what he believed were 
non-life-threatening inju-
ries, Kilcullen said.

On Thursday afternoon, 
State Police said the name 
of the deceased would be 
withheld from release pend-
ing the family’s notification.

Reed was driving a pas-
senger vehicle and Hilder 
was driving a box truck 
belonging to Foley Ser-
vices. The crash left the cars 
totaled and a telephone 
pole dislodged and leaning 
on telephone wires outside 
the Smoke Shop on Route 
7.

Hilder’s vehicle ended up 

By PATRICK MCARDLE

STAFF WRITER

Stefanie Schaffer inspired 
a city on Thursday.

Schaffer, 23, of Rutland, 
spoke at Rutland Region 
Chamber of Commerce at 
the Paramount Theatre, 
addressing the theme of 
“Strength and Resilience” 
to a room filled with legis-
lators, business owners and 
community leaders who 
didn’t even cough or clear 
their throats while Schaffer 
talked about her recovery 
from her 2018 injury.

While in the Bahamas 
with family and friends, 
Schaffer got on a tour boat 
on June 30, 2018. The 
boat exploded, killing an 
Atlanta, Georgia, woman 
and injuring Schaffer so 
badly she would need to 
have both legs amputated. 
She had also suffered spi-
nal cord injury and brain 
injuries.

She told the audience 
about her disappointment 
when a Boston doctor, 

By GORDON DRITSCHILO

STAFF WRITER

City officials said this 
week that existing laws 
should be enough to get 
people to clean up after 
their dogs, though there 
might need to be more 
vigorous enforcement.

C i t y  r e s i d e n t  J u l i a 
Purdy went before the 
Board of Aldermen on 
Monday to ask whether 

the board could pass an 
anti-littering ordinance 
a i m e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a t 
dog waste. She said she 
has witnessed a number 
of people walking their 
d o g s  w h o  b a g  u p  t h e 
poop but then leave the 
bags lying about. She said 
the most egregious case 
was near the Pet Cage at 
the corner of Grove and 
Crescent streets, where 

someone had been throw-
ing bright blue bags of 
poop into East Creek.

“One of the staff mem-
ber s  ac tua l l y  c l imbed 
down the bank into East 
C r e e k  a n d  c o l l e c t e d 
about 20 of  the bags,” 
she said. “If there’s some-
thing that could be done 
to alert the public that we 

By KATE BARCELLOS

STAFF WRITER

POULTNEY — Multiple 
videos and photographs 
submitted by residents 
show oil tankers and flatbed 
trucks hauling large loads 
driving toward the East 
Poultney Bridge, which has 
an updated weight limit of 
8 tons.

Town Manager  Paul 
Donaldson said the town 
is exploring options prior 
to the total bridge replace-
ment that the Agency of 
Transportation said is slated 
for 2023, given the state’s 
concern for the deterio-
rating abutments of the 
bridge.

In an email sent to town 
and state officials including 
Rep. Patricia McCoy, Don-
aldson and AOT, Poultney 
resident Nanette Greer 
claimed video footage of 
the bridge revealed several 
hundred vehicles crossing 
the bridge as opposed to 
the 50 to 100 speculated 

by Planning Commission 
Chairman Mark Teetor.

“My webcam, pointed at 
Thrall Road, is activated 
by passing vehicles,” Greer 
wrote in the email. “Each 
day it shows how many 
‘events’ have taken place, 
i.e., how many times the 
camera was activated by 
passing vehicles. Although 
this number is not exact, it 
is most likely a low indicator 
of how many vehicles pass 
on a daily basis, as some-
times multiple vehicles pass 
at one time, only causing 
one activation, or event. 
Over the past 10 days, 
please note there have been 
approximately 190-400 
events per day.”

Though the bridge has 
been deemed safe to cross 
for vehicles weighing 8 
tons or less per a struc-
ture inspection, inventory 
and appraisal sheet from 
the AOT, a photograph 
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A female Hooded Merganser stays afloat in choppy waters on Woodbury’s Cranberry Meadow Pond on Tuesday.
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The Ottauquechee River flows by Route 4 with the mountains in the background in 
West Bridgewater near the Killington line on Thursday afternoon.

MERGANSER AFLOAT

SCENIC BACKDROP
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Rutland City Police take photos of the scene of a multi-
ple-car collision that closed Route 7 North in Rutland on 
Thursday morning.

Stefanie Schaffer, 
who overcame 
losing both legs 
in an explosion in 
2018, speaks at 
the Rutland Re-
gion Chamber of 
Commerce annual 
meeting at the 
Paramount The-
atre in Rutland on 
Thursday.
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EAST POULTNEY BRIDGE

See Fatality, page  A5

See Bridge, page  A5See Waste, page  A5

See Stefanie, page  A5


