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There were only 10 days until Christmas Eve, and
the North Pole was buzzing with activity. Muffin
the Elf was eager to help, so he pulled out his
to-do list and got to work.
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The first thing on Muffin’s list was putting up the
Christmas tree, of course. The busiest time of year
at Santa’s workshop can'’t start without all the trees

decked out with lights and ornaments.
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Getting the North Pole completely in the holiday spirit
takes a lot of work, so Muffin spent the next day putting
on the finishing touches. Holly, tinsel and ornaments
keep all the elves in a happy mood as they work and sing.

Are you looking
{} for a community ﬁ

S Fundraise

Spread the news and raise money for a good cause!

The Rutland Herald provides students, nonprofit organizations and clubs a unique
opportunity to raise money while supporting community journalism at the same time.

It's very simple: For every subscription (print or online) collected, the Rutland Herald
will contribute a portion of the proceeds toward current fundraising goals.

Contact Melody to learn more. NP
802-477-4026 » melody.hudson@rutlandherald.com 77 Grove Street, Suite 102, Rutland, VT | www.rutlandherald.com




PAGE 5+ THE CHRISTMAS RUSH | ILLUSTRATED CHILDREN’S STORY

_—
The next day was an important one at the North Pole:
the annual wrapping extravaganza. All the elves stop |

what they’re doing and work together to wrap gifts that A
Santa will deliver all over the world in just one week.
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Muffin strapped on his skates for an important job the
next day. All the wrapped gifts have to be delivered
across the North Pole at lightning speed, so Muffin
joined the Elf Ice Express team to get the job done.
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Because there are
millions of good boys
and girls who get gifts

each year, Santa
needs the packages
sorted in the perfect
order for efficient
delivery on Christmas
Eve. Muffin helped in
the sorting center to
get all the presents
where they belong.
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Gift mixups can be embarrassing for Santa, so
Muffin spent the next day helping in quality control.
Double-checking the names, addresses and gifts
makes things run smoother for Santa.
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After all their hard work, the elves make sure
to take a break for fun during the Christmas
rush. Muffin spent the next day singing carols
with the North Pole Elf Chorus.
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With Christmas right around the corner, Muffin’s next
job was preparing treats for Christmas. Candies, cakes,
cookies and more are all part of the holiday tradition
at the North Pole — and all around the world.
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The next day, Muffin did last-minute shopping
for a few changes on Santa’s list. He helped find
just the right presents for children in Sweden,
Japan, Australia and the United States.
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Finally came the big day, Christmas Eve, when it was
time to load the sleigh for Santa’s epic trip. Getting the
weight and balance just right for the all-night, rein-
deer-powered trip around the world takes a special
touch ... and Muffin was glad to play a part in it.
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