
Summer
Wedding
Guide 2026

A guide for your 
perfect wedding

Look inside for...  

Guest lists  
Page 4

Comfort
Page 6

Timelines
Page 7

Food stars
Page 8

Immersive design
Page 10

Drink service
Page 11

Wed-cation
Page 12

Planning
Page 14

A PUBLICATION OF THE RUTLAND HERALD FREE



 2 • Vermont Wedding Guide 2026

©
 A

DO
BE

 S
TO

CK

DDIINNIINNGG
EExxppeerriieennccee aa ccuulliinnaarryy jjoouurrnneeyy tthhaatt 

ffuusseess VVeerrmmoonntt''ss ffrreesshheesstt iinnggrreeddiieennttss,, 

gglloobbaall iinnfflluueenncceess,, aanndd eexxppeerrtt 

ccrraaffttssmmaannsshhiipp 

iinnttoo ggaassttrroonnoommiicc mmaasstteerrppiieecceess aatt

 oouurr ppoorrttffoolliioo ooff rreessttaauurraannttss..

WWEEDDDDIINNGGSS && 
SSPPEECCIIAALL EEVVEENNTTSS

Elevate your gatherings with our 

weddings and special event catering 

services, creating unforgettable 

experiences that embody Vermont’s 

finest flavors and hospitality.

LLIIVVEE MMUUSSIICC && 
EENNTTEERRTTAAIINNMMEENNTT

Immerse yourself in captivating 

entertainment where live 

performances and enchanting events 

celebrate Vermont's cultural heritage 

and vibrant spirit.

GGOOLLFF
Come experience our spectacular 

18-hole championship golf course 

with soaring views of Okemo 

Mountain and 10-acre practice 

facility featuring a 4-hole short 

course, and full driving range.
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7 Center Street, Rutland, VT 05701
(802) 773-7277  |  www.diamondsandmore.us

What Every 
WomanWants  



Quality over quantity

Summer weddings are getting smaller — but far more intentional.

After years of supersized celebrations, couples are 
scaling back guest lists and reallocating budgets 
toward meaningful experiences. Business 

Insider says wedding planners report that even couples 
who initially planned for 200-plus guests are trimming 
numbers signifi cantly, creating more intimate gatherings. 

Instead of impressing a crowd, couples are focusing on 
the people who matter most and designing celebrations 
around connection. Smaller weddings allow for 
curated details: personalized menus, thoughtful seating 
arrangements and more face-to-face time with each guest.

That intimacy also opens the door to creativity. Couples 
are investing in experiential elements such as interactive 
food stations, live entertainment and immersive decor 

that encourages guests to engage rather than observe, 
according to Vogue.

For summer weddings, the benefi ts are especially clear. 
Smaller groups are easier to manage in outdoor settings, 
where heat, logistics and space can become challenges. A 
reduced headcount also allows couples to choose unique 
venues, such as gardens, boutique inns or even private 
homes, that would be impractical for larger crowds.

Planning experts say the key is to think like a host, not 
just a bride or groom. That means prioritizing comfort: 
shaded seating, hydration stations and a timeline that 
avoids peak heat hours. A well-time and properly paced 
event ensures guests can enjoy the celebration without 
feeling rushed or overheated.

Guest lists are shrinkingGuest lists are shrinking

© ADOBE STOCK

 4 • Vermont Wedding Guide 2026



Vermont Wedding Guide 2026 • 5

We are a bar catering service, located 
in Central Vermont, here to elevate your 
special day with a premium mobile bar 
experience. We serve specialty cocktails 

or mocktails out of our 1964 Aladdin 
Trailer, ensuring a stylish and memorable 
experience. From intimate gatherings to 
grand affairs, we want to bring the bar!

Reach out today to learn more and receive a 
customized quote for your event!   

802-770-4341
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Couples are also embracing “dinner party” vibes. Think 
long tables, shared dishes and relaxed atmospheres that feel 
more like a gathering than a production, reports Baltimore-
area wedding photographer Lisa Robin.

For your summer wedding, bigger isn’t better. More 
thoughtful is.

Another factor driving the shift is cost transparency. With 
rising prices across catering, rentals and venues, couples are 
becoming more strategic about where their money goes. 
Rather than stretching a budget to accommodate a large 
guest list, many are choosing to spend more per guest, 
elevating the overall experience. That might mean higher-
quality food, premium bar options or hiring vendors who 
specialize in creating distinctive, personalized moments.

There is also an emotional component to the trend. 
Couples say smaller weddings reduce stress and allow them 
to stay present throughout the day and actually enjoy the 
celebration they’ve planned. In a season often defi ned by 
hectic schedules and high expectations, that sense of ease is 
becoming one of the most valued elements of all.

For many couples, the shift to smaller guest lists is 
proving not only more memorable, but also more personal, 
meaningful and ultimately refl ective of their relationships 
and values.



Planning for comfort
Beat the heat

© ADOBE STOCK

As temperatures rise, couples are rethinking 
everything from attire to timelines to keep 
guests comfortable. Bridal stylists recommend 

lightweight fabrics such as chiffon, organza and 
breathable cotton blends, which allow for movement 
and airfl ow during warm-weather ceremonies, 
according to the New York Post. 

The same principle applies to grooms and wedding 
parties. Linen suits, lighter colors and less structured 
silhouettes are becoming increasingly popular for 
summer celebrations.

Timing is another critical factor. Midday ceremonies 
are giving way to later start times, with many couples 
opting for evening events that avoid peak heat. This 
shift not only improves comfort but also creates more 
dramatic lighting for photos.

Hydration is no longer an afterthought; it’s a design 
element. Couples are incorporating drink stations 
with infused water, lemonade or signature cocktails to 
keep guests refreshed. Shade structures, fans and even 
sunscreen stations are also increasingly common.

Venue choice plays a major role. Locations with built-
in shade, indoor-outdoor fl exibility or natural breezes 
are in high demand. Selecting a venue that requires 
minimal transformation can also reduce stress and costs. 

Planning ahead is essential. Couples are booking 
venues earlier than ever to secure ideal dates and 
locations, particularly for summer weekends, reports 
Connecticut-based caterer Anthony’s Ocean View. 

The key is to anticipate guest needs. This can come in 
the form of comfortable seating, accessible restrooms 
and thoughtful pacing.

Smart planning also leaves room for fl exibility. 
Weather can shift quickly, so having backup options 
such as tents or indoor spaces helps avoid last-minute 
stress. Clear communication with guests about attire, 
timing and conditions ensures everyone arrives 
prepared and ready to enjoy the celebration.

Ultimately, a successful summer wedding balances 
aesthetics with practicality. When couples plan for the 
realities of the season, they create an event that feels as 
good as it looks.

Summer weddings o� er 
sunshine and scenic backdrops, 

but they also come with one 
major challenge: heat.
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Lean in to relaxed timelines

Timing

Instead of tightly scheduled 
events, wedding planners 
report that couples are opting 

for more relaxed, fl exible timelines 
that allow the day to unfold 
naturally. 

This approach reduces stress 
and creates a more enjoyable 
experience for both couples 
and guests. It also allows for 
spontaneous moments, which are 
often the most memorable parts of 
the day. Without a strict minute-
by-minute schedule, couples can 
linger in conversations, enjoy their 
surroundings and fully take in each 
part of the celebration.

For summer weddings, this trend 
is especially valuable. A slower pace 
helps guests stay comfortable in 
the heat and prevents the day from 
feeling rushed. Breaks between key 
moments give attendees time to 
cool off, hydrate and recharge.

Pre-ceremony cocktail hours, 
extended receptions and after-
parties are becoming more 
common, giving guests more time 
to celebrate, says Business Insider. 
These additions transform the event 
from a sequence of obligations into 
a more fl uid, enjoyable gathering.

Planning a relaxed timeline 
requires trust, both in your vendors 
and in the process. It means 
letting go of rigid expectations and 
focusing on the overall experience. 
Ask your wedding planner if they 
have experience managing the fl ow 
of the day without relying on a 
strict script.

Experts recommend building 
in buffer time between events and 
prioritizing key moments rather 
than trying to fi t everything in. This 
might mean scheduling extra time 
for photos, allowing speeches to 
happen organically or leaving room 

for unexpected delays.
Communication also plays a 

crucial role. Sharing a general 
timeline with guests, rather 
than a rigid schedule, helps set 
expectations while maintaining 
fl exibility. Clear signage or 
announcements can guide guests 
without making the event feel 
overly structured.

Another benefi t of a relaxed 
timeline is improved vendor 
coordination. With more breathing 
room, caterers, photographers and 
entertainment teams can perform 
at their best without feeling rushed, 
which ultimately enhances the 
overall quality of the event.

The result is a wedding that feels 
effortless, even if it required careful 
planning behind the scenes.

In the end, the best weddings 
feel natural, joyful and true to the 
couple.

The traditional wedding timeline is getting a makeover.

© ADOBE STOCK
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Caterers and planners report 
a growing trend toward 
visually striking, interactive 

dining experiences. From sculptural 
displays to curated buffets, food is 
being treated as both sustenance and 
centerpiece, says Vogue.

This approach is particularly well-
suited to summer weddings, where 
lighter, seasonal fare can shine. 
Fresh produce, vibrant colors and 
creative presentations add fl avor 
and visual appeal.

Late-night snack stations are 
also gaining popularity, offering 
guests comfort foods like sliders or 
breakfast bites as the celebration 
continues, according to Andover, 
N.J.-based wedding venue Crossed 
Keys Estate.

Couples are also rethinking 
traditional wedding cakes. Large, 

elaborate cakes are being replaced 
by smaller desserts or dessert tables 
that encourage mingling and variety.

For planners, the key is cohesion. 
The menu should align with the 
overall aesthetic and theme of 
the wedding, creating a seamless 
experience.

Interactive elements such as build-
your-own stations or live cooking 
demonstrations add an extra layer 
of engagement. They also help 
break up the event, giving guests 
something to do beyond sitting and 
watching.

Beverages are evolving alongside 
the food. Couples are incorporating 
signature cocktails, local wines and 
craft beers that refl ect their tastes or 
the wedding location. Nonalcoholic 
options are also receiving more 
attention, with mocktail bars and 

infused drinks ensuring all guests 
feel included. Presentation matters 
here as well, with stylish glassware 
and garnishes contributing to the 
visual experience.

Seasonality remains a guiding 
principle. Summer menus often 
highlight grilled items, fresh 
herbs and chilled dishes that feel 
refreshing rather than heavy. 
Planners note that sourcing locally 
not only enhances fl avor but can 
also support regional farms and 
reduce costs. The result is a dining 
experience that feels intentional, 
immersive and perfectly suited to 
the season.

Ultimately, food has become one 
of the most memorable aspects of a 
wedding. When done well, it brings 
people together and enhances the 
overall atmosphere.

Food starsFood stars
in summer weddings

Reception

At modern weddings, food is no longer just a meal. It’s part of the design.

© ADOBE STOCK
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“I met this girl...”

59 Center Street, Rutland, VT
Tues-Fri 9:30 – 5:00 • Sat 9:30 – 3:00
 802-773-3377 • timcojewelers.com

Meeting her changed everything.

www.rutlandherald.com

Support local news.Support local news.

77 Grove Street, Suite 102, Rutland  |  www.rutlandherald.com

CALL 
802-747-6121

VISIT
www.rutlandherald.com/subscribe

EMAIL
customerservices@rutlandherald.com 

ASK ABOUT THE NEW CUSTOMER DISCOUNT!

Let us be your source for local news, sports, arts, events, 
job opportunities, garage sales and more.

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Advertise with us... 

in PRINT or ONLINE.
Call 802-747-6128

GAZETTE
Green Mountain

HOURS: TUES - FRI 9:30 TO 7:00 • SAT BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

CALL TO DISCUSS 
OUR WEDDING 

SERVICES!
Hair • Tanning 
Nails • Waxing

122 
WOODSTOCK 

AVE.



Design trends for summer 
2026 emphasize immersive 
environments that 

surround guests and draw them 
into the celebration. From circular 
seating arrangements to winding 
aisles, ceremonies are being 
reimagined to feel more inclusive 
and engaging, reports Orlando-area 
wedding venue Lakeview Gardens.

This means breaking away from 
traditional layouts, where guests 
passively watch from a distance. 
Instead, they become part of the 
moment.

Reception design is evolving as 
well. Unique table arrangements, 
bold lighting and dramatic decor 
create a sense of movement and 
energy throughout the space, says 
Business Insider.

For summer weddings, outdoor 
settings provide the perfect 
canvas. Natural landscapes can 
be incorporated into the design, 
reducing the need for excessive 
decor.

Experts say the goal is not to 
add more elements, but to create a 
cohesive story. Every detail, from 
seating to lighting, should contribute 
to the overall experience.

Couples are also embracing bold 
colors and textures, moving away 
from neutral palettes in favor of 
more expressive designs, reports The 
Wed magazine. One example is a 
bold color palette juxtaposed against 
natural landscapes.

The result is a wedding that feels 
dynamic and memorable — one 
that guests don’t just attend, but 

experience.
Technology is also playing a subtle 

but impactful role in immersive 
design. Discreet sound systems, 
projection mapping and customized 
lighting transitions can shift the 
mood throughout the event without 
distracting from the setting. 

These elements help guide guests 
from ceremony to reception, creating 
a seamless flow.

Personalization remains central to 
the trend. Couples are incorporating 
meaningful details, such as cultural 
traditions, custom signage or 
interactive guest experiences, that 
reflect their identities. When paired 
with thoughtful design, these touches 
turn a visually striking wedding into 
one that feels deeply personal and 
unforgettable.

The experience

Weddings are becoming more than events. They’re experiences.

© ADOBE STOCK

Immersive design is on trend
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Beverages

Couples planning their 
wedding receptions 
are always looking 
for ways to impress 
guests and create a 

seamless, memorable 
experience. 

Wedding experts at Vogue 
and The Knot have 
identified cocktails and 

their service as trends that are 
gaining popularity in 2025. 

The Rise of Ready-
to-Drink Cocktails

Gone are the days when pre-
mixed drinks were considered 
subpar. Today’s ready-to-drink 
cocktails feature premium spirits, 
fresh ingredients and crafted flavors 
that rival those of a mixologist-
made drink. From canned espresso 
martinis to bottled craft margaritas, 
these cocktails deliver quality 
without the wait.

One of the biggest advantages of 
ready-to-drink cocktails at weddings 
is efficiency. With bartenders 
pouring from pre-made selections 
instead of individually crafting each 
drink, lines move faster, ensuring 
guests spend more time celebrating 
and less time waiting. Plus, offering 
a curated menu of ready-to-drink 
cocktails alongside traditional bar 
options adds variety while keeping 
service smooth.

Ready-to-drink cocktails also shine 
in outdoor weddings where bar 
setups may be limited. With no need 

for extensive equipment, they make 
it easy to provide high quality drinks 
in remote or unconventional venues. 
They allow couples to showcase their 
personality by choosing signature 
cocktails that reflect their tastes.

Seasonal 
Mocktails for a Refreshing Twist

For couples looking to offer an 
inclusive and refreshing beverage 
option, seasonal mocktails are an 
excellent addition to the menu. 
Crafted with fresh fruits, herbs 
and creative flavor pairings, 
these alcohol-free drinks bring 
sophistication without the spirits. 
Summer weddings can feature 
vibrant options like watermelon basil 
coolers or cucumber mint spritzers. 

Offering a selection of beautifully 
garnished, handcrafted mocktails 
ensures that all guests, regardless 
of their drinking preferences, can 
partake in a festive and flavorful 
experience.

The Allure of 360-Degree Bars
A 360-degree bar offers both 

function and flair. Unlike traditional 
bar setups that create bottlenecks, a 
circular or wraparound bar allows 
guests to order from any side, 

reducing wait times and enhancing 
the overall flow of the reception.

A 360-degree bar becomes an 
eye-catching centerpiece, adding to 
the wedding’s aesthetic. Whether 
adorned with florals, ambient 
lighting or personalized signage, it 
serves as a practical and decorative 
element. Placing the bar at the center 
of the reception space encourages 
socializing and movement, keeping 
the energy high throughout the 
night.

Additionally, this style of bar 
accommodates multiple bartenders 
working simultaneously, ensuring 
guests receive their drinks quickly. 
Couples can customize the setup 
with specialty stations, such as a 
whiskey-tasting area or a bubbly bar 
featuring prosecco and garnishes.

Pairing ready-to-drink cocktails 
with a 360-degree bar creates an 
unmatched combination of style 
and efficiency. Guests can grab a 
high-end, pre-mixed cocktail with 
ease while enjoying the dynamic, 
open feel of a circular bar setup. 
For a wedding reception that blends 
modern convenience with an upscale 
experience, these trends are a perfect 
match.

Convenient drink servicedrink service
© ADOBE STOCK

Vermont Wedding Guide 2026 • 11



Rise of the ‘wed-cation’

The “wed-cation” — a multi-day celebration 
combining wedding and vacation — is gaining 
popularity, especially for summer events. 

These extended celebrations allow couples to spend more 
time with guests and create a more relaxed, immersive 
experience. Instead of rushing through a packed schedule, 
events are spread out over several days. That extra 
time helps reduce stress for both hosts and attendees, 
creating space for genuine connection rather than quick 
interactions.

Typical wed-cations include welcome parties, group 
activities and post-wedding brunches, giving guests 
multiple opportunities to connect. Activities might range 
from casual beach days and guided hikes to wine tastings 

Why limit a wedding 
to one day when it 

can be a full weekend?

Travel

© ADOBE STOCK
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or local tours, depending on the destination. These 
shared experiences often become just as memorable 
as the wedding itself.

For summer weddings, this 
format works particularly well 
in destination settings, where 
guests are already traveling 
and looking to make the most 
of their trip. Resorts, lakeside 
retreats and walkable towns are 
especially popular, offering built-
in entertainment and convenient 
logistics.

Planning a wed-cation 
requires careful coordination. 
Accommodations, 
transportation and scheduling 
must be organized to ensure 
a seamless experience. Clear 
communication is essential, with couples often 
providing detailed itineraries, packing suggestions 
and local recommendations well in advance.

Budget considerations also come into play. While 

multi-day events can increase overall costs, couples 
are often able to prioritize spending differently — 

focusing on shared experiences 
rather than a single, high-
pressure day. Guests, too, 

may view the expense as 
worthwhile when it doubles as a 
vacation.

The payoff, however, is 
significant. Guests leave 
feeling like they’ve been part 
of something meaningful — 
not just a single event, but 
an entire experience. The 
extended format fosters deeper 

connections between families 
and friend groups who might 
otherwise have little time to 
interact.

The wed-cation reflects a broader shift toward 
connection, experience and intentional celebration. 
It’s less about a single moment and more about 
creating lasting memories over time.

“These shared 
experiences often 

become just as 
memorable as the 

wedding itself.” 

256-667-8015802-773-4455

152 Woodstock Ave, Rutland
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Start now

If you’re planning 
a summer wedding, 

the timeline starts 
earlier than ever.

© ADOBE STOCK

Industry experts report that couples 
are booking venues and vendors 
years in advance to secure their 

preferred dates.
The demand for summer weddings, 

combined with limited availability, 
means procrastination can lead to 
fewer options and higher costs.

Early planning offers several 
advantages. It allows couples to secure 
top vendors, lock in pricing and 
approach the process with less stress.

It also provides more time for 
thoughtful decision-making. From 
choosing a venue to fi nalizing decor, 
having a longer timeline gives couples 
plenty of time to make decisions about 
their big day.

Experts recommend starting with 
the venue, as it sets the tone for the 
entire event. Once that’s secured, 
other elements can fall into place. 
Photographers, caterers and planners 
are often booked far in advance, so 
prioritizing key vendors early can 
prevent the disappointment of waiting 

too long and fi nding out a preferred 
vendors is already booked.

Flexibility is also important. Being 
open to alternative dates or locations 
can increase options and reduce costs. 
Weekday weddings or off-peak times 
during the summer season can come 
with a lower price tag and offer more 
availability while still delivering the 
desired atmosphere.

Couples should also build in time for 
contingencies. Weather considerations, 
vendor changes or shifting guest counts 
can all impact plans. Starting early 
creates a buffer that allows couples to 
adapt without added stress.

Organization is another key benefi t 
of early planning. With more time, 
couples can create detailed timelines, 
track budgets and communicate clearly 
with vendors. This level of preparation 
helps ensure that nothing is overlooked 
as the wedding approaches.

Ultimately, early planning isn’t just 
about logistics; it’s about creating space 
for creativity and enjoyment.

Early Planning 
Is Essential

 14 • Vermont Wedding Guide 2026
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SUGAR MAPLE ICON

The Taconic sugar maple icon should be used 

on branded materials. The tree is to always be 

“growing” from the bottom of the page, or a 

baseline rule. Stroke of rule not to be less than 

.5pt, and never more than 2pt.

TACONIC WORDMARK

The Taconic wordmark is used alone 

when the design is simplified to only one 

color. In a one-color design, PMS 202 

is preferred, with PMS Black 7 as the 

secondary color.

WORDMARK OVER LARGE 
SUGAR MAPLE ICON

In a situation where a dramatic pop of 

color is needed on property-branded 

material,  the wordmark can be knocked 

out over a larger version of the tree icon 

[in PMS 201], laid on a field of PMS 

202. The sugar maple icon needs to still 

“plant” on the baseline of the piece, and 

the lockup is to be used as shown, and 

not aranged differently.

ICON & SECONDARY LOGO

Your Day, Your Way.
At the Kimpton Taconic Hotel, your vision becomes reality.At the Kimpton Taconic Hotel, your vision becomes reality.
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ICON & SECONDARY LOGO

From sophisticated celebrations in our 
ballroom for up to 200 guests, to enchanting 
cocktails on our covered terrace. With one 
wedding hosted daily, our dedicated team 
ensures your unique style shines through, for 
intimate gatherings and grand a� airs alike.

SEAMLESS ELEGANCE
for your special day. 

Manchester Village, Vermont
802.362.0147 | www.taconichotel.com

TaconicHotel              @TaconicHotel

SUGAR MAPLE ICON

The Taconic sugar maple icon should be used 

on branded materials. The tree is to always be 

“growing” from the bottom of the page, or a 

baseline rule. Stroke of rule not to be less than 

.5pt, and never more than 2pt.

TACONIC WORDMARK

The Taconic wordmark is used alone 

when the design is simplified to only one 

color. In a one-color design, PMS 202 

is preferred, with PMS Black 7 as the 

secondary color.

WORDMARK OVER LARGE 
SUGAR MAPLE ICON

In a situation where a dramatic pop of 

color is needed on property-branded 

material,  the wordmark can be knocked 

out over a larger version of the tree icon 

[in PMS 201], laid on a field of PMS 

202. The sugar maple icon needs to still 

“plant” on the baseline of the piece, and 

the lockup is to be used as shown, and 

not aranged differently.

ICON & SECONDARY LOGO

“16 Best Destination Wedding Venues 
in the United States” - BRIDES

TaconicHotel              @TaconicHotelTaconicHotel              @TaconicHotel
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Exchange vows in the heart of the Green Mountains and 
celebrate in a setting designed for extraordinary 
occasions. Killington Resort blends natural beauty with 
elevated hospitality, offering curated wedding 
experiences, exceptional cuisine, and unforgettable 
views in every season.


