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Former county attorney

Anderson honored for 33 years
of service to Aransas County

$1
Local
column
... see 2A

Brief

‘Movie in the Park’
set Aug. 1

James “Jim” L. Anderson Jr., 10 years after retiring as county attorney, was honored with a proclamation from the Aransas County Commissioners’
Court. The proclamation recognized, acknowledged, and profusely thanked Anderson “for his
lifetime contributions to Aransas County in selflessly serving our community.”
The courtroom was standing room only at
the commissioners’ meeting Monday, July 22.
Judges at different levels, those who worked with
Anderson, members of law enforcement, and
friends and family packed the room.
“I’d like to think everyone is here today to see
me, but I know that’s not the case,” joked Aransas
County Judge C.H. “Burt” Mills.
Anderson graduated from St. Mary’s Law

School in San Antonio in 1969 with a jurisprudence in law, and passed the State bar that same
year.
He practiced law in San Antonio, and moved to
Rockport in 1974. Anderson was elected county
attorney in 1976. In 1978 he went into partnership
with Bill Walston and bought Rockport Abstract
& Title Company.
Anderson broke his neck in a tragic accident in
1982, becoming a quadriplegic. He returned to his
law practice, the title company, and maintained
his position as Aransas County attorney.
He married Vicki Culver in 1984. They celebrated their 35th anniversary in January.
See ANDERSON, page 3A

The City of Rockport’s
Parks and Leisure Services
Department
will
hold
a free showing of “The
Little Mermaid” at 8:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1 at
Memorial Park. In addition
to free admission, free popcorn will also be available.
Participants are encouraged
to bring their own lawn
chairs or blankets, as well as
bug spray.
No alcoholic beverages are
allowed within City parks.

Assistance still
offered

Rockport continues to
offer resources for residents
still in need post-Harvey.
Disaster case managers
will be at the Aquarium
Education Center (706
Navigation
Circle
in
Rockport) every Thursday to
talk to individuals and complete assessments.
Case managers are available the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
Thursday of the month from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (last walk-in
will be taken at 2:30 p.m.)
Documents needed include
proof of residency at the time
of disaster, pictures, FEMA
paperwork, and identification.

The Big Blue Crab before and after Hurricane Harvey.
Photos by MIKE PROBST

There were a number of dignitaries
on hand to recognize James “Jim”
L. Anderson Jr., top photo, middle,
next to his wife, Vicki, for his lifetime
contributions to Aransas County.
Joining, back row from left, County
commissioners Jack Chaney, Bubba
Casterline, Aransas County Judge
C.H. “Burt” Mills, and Commissioner
Charles Smith, are, middle row, from
left, Aransas County Court-at-law
Judge Richard Bianchi, retired 156th
District Judge Joel Johnson, 156th
District Judge Patrick Flanigan, and
retired 36th District Judge Ronald
Yeager. Anderson, bottom, was
shocked by the overflow crowd at the
courthouse Monday, July 22.
Photos by MIKE PROBST

Thought
“Our age knows nothing
but reaction, and leaps from
one extreme to another.”
Reinhold Niebuhr
American theologian
(1892-1971)

Verse
(The Lord) makes me lie
down in green pastures, he
leads me beside quiet waters,
he refreshes my soul.
Psalm 23:2-3
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County, city to meet again
to iron out ‘anchor’ issues
By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
Aransas County commissioners, at their regular meeting
Monday, July 22, tabled with a 3-2 vote authorizing County
Judge C.H. “Burt” Mills to sign an Interlocal Cooperative
Agreement by and between the County of Aransas with the
City of Rockport for the Preliminary Planning Phase of the
Downtown Anchor Project. The Downtown Anchor Project is a
joint venture between the county and city, which will include a
new courthouse and city hall, as well as a common area. It will
be located on land in the block, or on the block next to where
the old courthouse stood.
Hurricane Harvey destroyed the courthouse and severely
damaged city hall.
The court will hold a special meeting at 1:30 p.m. Thursday,
July 25 to further discuss the interlocal agreement.
At Monday’s meeting Commissioner Jack Chaney first
suggested tabling the issue, or discussing the agreement in
executive session.
Mills said the county and city have “kicked the can down the
road,” referring to matters dealing with the Downtown Anchor
Project.
At issue are the two parties’ drafts of the agreement. The
details have not been completely ironed out.

Designer sought for
iconic Big Blue Crab
Hurricane Harvey destroyed the popular Big Blue Crab,
which was located at the south end of the Rockport Ski Basin,
near the entrance to Rockport Beach. It was the backdrop for
thousands of photos taken by tourists, as well as local residents.
Through the efforts of Keep Aransas County Beautiful
(KACB), and generous help from local individuals and businesses, the Big Blue Crab will rise again.
KACB is ready to accept proposals from qualified artists
to rebuild the local icon. A selection committee has drafted
a Request for Proposal and Qualifications with an associated
Addendum.
Proposals must be received by Sept. 1. The two documents
can be found at www.kacbtx.org.
The selection group’s members include a couple of KACB
board members, as well as passionate Big Blue Crab advocates,
including Debbie Parker, Neli Spurell, and Amanda Wilson,
See CRAB, page 5A

Mother, son get new home with CBDRG help
Through the combined efforts
of the Coastal Bend Disaster
Recovery Group (CBDRG),
Coastal Bend Food Bank,
Mennonite Disaster Services
– Storm Aide (MDS), and
the Wells Fargo Foundation;
Juanita Gonzales and her son
Joe Gonzales, Jr. were able to
move back into a brand new
home built on Juanita’s property.
Juanita, 84, evacuated to
Cotulla for two days during
Hurricane Harvey. She then
stayed with relatives in San

Antonio for two weeks while
power was restored in Aransas
County. Her home was heavily
damaged. She wanted to return
home so she stayed with her
daughter, Cindy Mitchell, until
she received help to rebuild her
home.
Juanita’s children did all they
could to restore their mother’s
damaged home with funds she
received through the Federal
Emergency
Management
Agency. However, it was in
need of extensive repairs.
The CBDRG got in contact

with Juanita and her family in
June 2018 to see what could be
done. After it was determined
that the home needed to be torn
down and rebuilt, the MDS
began the demolition process in
February 2019.
The 18-man MDS crew quickly demolished the old home in
one day with one Bobcat tractor.
They then began construction
on the new home for it to be
completed in July 2019.
At the ceremony, the Gonzales

See HOME, page 3A

See ANCHOR, page 2A

Brush fire battled for six hours
Firefighters from Rockport,
Fulton, Lamar, Aransas Pass,
Ingleside, Gregory, Bayside and
the U.S. Forest Service battled a
stubborn brush fire for close to
six hours Monday, July 22 off
FM 1069, south of the Port Bay
Hunting Club.
The blaze was reported a little before noon, and firefighters
were on the scene until about

6 p.m., according to Rockport
Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Steve Sims.
The cause of the fire was
not known as of press deadline
Monday.
Sims said about 150 acres of
brush and pasture burned.
He said only about two acres
See FIRE, page 4A

Juanita Gonzales cuts the ceremonial ribbon alongside
her family and representatives for the CBDRG, Coastal

Bend Food Bank, and the American Red Cross.
Photo by STEVEN SMITH

