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By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
Aransas County commissioners, at their regular meeting Monday, Aug. 12, approved
the first or what will be multiple Interlocal Cooperative
Agreements pertaining to the
Downtown Anchor Project
(DAP).
This first agreement is for the
preliminary design and planning
phase of the DAP.
Its purpose is to “memorialize the process for selection of
the DAP design (architect) and
Construction Manager Agent
(CMA).”
It also defines the roles of
each partner in relation to the
planning and design of the DAP.
The DAP is a joint venture
between the county and city,
which will include a new courthouse and city hall, as well
as a common area (Celebration
Plaza). It will be located on land
in the block, or on the block
next to where the old courthouse
stood.
“We need to get things going
and this is a first step,” said

County Judge C.H. “Burt”
Mills.
Future agreements will cover
construction and maintenance.
The county and city will have
ownership of the property on
which their building stands.
Rockport Mayor Pat Rios
said, “We’re pleased to get this
first step behind us.”
Funds for the DAP are from
jointly-awarded public funding
(FEMA 428) and insurance proceeds. The FEMA (428) funding
and insurance proceeds will pay
for the bulk of the DAP, projected to cost between $20.75
million and $21.995 million,
with the county’s portion being
roughly twice that of the city.
Other sources of funding,
as shared by Aransas County
Long Term Recovery Team
member William Whitson in a
joint meeting between the two
entities July 8, include Rebuild
Texas grants, Community
Development Block Grant
– Disaster Recovery (CDBGDR) grants, state contributions
(unknown) and USAD loans (to
cover any balance owed).

Pirates ‘sweep’ 35 Bypass
Rockport-Fulton High School Head Football Coach Jay
Seibert, top photo, rallies Pirate athletes together before
heading out to the Highway 35 Bypass, bottom. The
second annual Pirate Sweep was held Saturday, Aug.

10. More information about the details of the event,
such as amount of trash collected, will be published in
a future edition of the Pilot.
Photos by STEVEN SMITH

Odyssey has new leader, facilities
The Odyssey Afterschool
Enrichment Program is looking
forward to a bright school year
after a complete remodel of its
building, thousands of dollars

Brief

Kolkhorst’s rep
in town Friday

State Senator Lois W.
Kolkhorst’s District Director
Jill Fox will hold office hours
from 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
Friday, Aug. 16 at Prosperity
Bank (1505 Business Hwy.
35 N.) Area residents are
invited to visit and share
observations, viewpoints,
and concerns.

Sign up for STEAR

Do you have a way to leave
town in the event of a hurricane? There is not an operational emergency shelter in
Aransas County. If one does
not have the ability to leave
town, register in the State of
Texas Emergency Assistance
Registry (STEAR) online at
https://STEAR.dps.texas.gov
or dial 211 to register. Gulf
coast residents in evacuation
zones with a disability or
medical needs, who do not
have friends or family to
help, or do not have transportation, should register in
STEAR in advance.

Thought

“To be proud and inaccessible is to be timid and
weak.”
Jean Baptiste Massillon
French clergyman
(1663-1742)

Verse

Collie

Collie is a graduate of Texas
State University with a degree in

Family and Child Development.
She has 14 years of experience
working with non-profits and
has worked with numerous children that have been victims of
abuse, along with at-risk child
populations.
She began her career at an
Emergency Children’s Shelter
in Gonzales, TX, where she
later became a supervisor. She
continued her career working with several Children’s
Advocacy Centers that worked
closely with Children of Abuse
in Central Texas. She later relocated to the Coastal Bend and
began providing education to
children on drug prevention and
making healthy choices. She
has since been in Rockport for
seven years and is excited to
See ODYSSEY, page 4A

Laura Groseclose, right, stands alongside her family for pictures during
her congratulatory ceremony Friday, Aug. 9. Standing, from left, are Emma
Groseclose, Ben Groseclose, and husband Jeff Groseclose.
Photo by STEVEN SMITH

Region 2

Groseclose named ESC
Teacher of the Year
Fulton Learning Center (FLC)
fourth grade English, reading, and social studies teacher
Laura Groseclose was recently named the 2019 Education
Service Center’s (ESC) Region
2 Teacher of the Year. A ceremony for Groseclose was held
to commemorate her achievement Friday, Aug. 9 at FLC.
When Groseclose first heard
the news from Aransas County
Independent School District
Superintendent Joey Patek, she
didn’t believe it at first.
“I was in disbelief,” said

Groseclose. “I mean, what an
honor this is, to be chosen.”
Groseclose was chosen as the
best amongst the more than 40
school districts in Region Two
of the ESC.
She earned a Bachelor
of Science in Elementary
Education
from
Miami
University in Oxford, OH, and
a Masters in Curriculum and
Instruction from Texas A&M
University - Corpus Christi.
At the ceremony, she was
See GROSECLOSE, page 5A

Odyssey’s kitchen received a complete remodel along with new chairs, tables, and large appliances.
Photo by STEVEN SMITH

Suspicious
car leads to
two arrests

As God’s chosen people,
holy and dearly loved, clothe
yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.
Colossians 3:12
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in new equipment, and a new
executive director.
The interior of the Odyssey
main building went through a
complete remodel over the summer and received several new
additions to the integrity and
appearance of it.
The Save the Children foundation also provided Odyssey
with grants toward purchasing
numerous items such as a vast
array of cooking equipment and
appliances for its newly remodeled kitchen, tables, chairs,
reading tablets, and desktop
computers inside its computer
lab.
The program also hired
Tiffany Collie as its new
Executive Director.

Drugs, drug paraphernalia, cash, and a handgun were confiscated by the
Rockport Police Department after an officer observed a suspicious vehicle.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Rockport Police Officer
B. Cantu observed a suspicious vehicle near a residence
in the 200 block of N. Verne
St. Thursday, Aug. 8. He
began a check of the vehicle
and eventually contacted two
male subjects later identified
as Jeremy McQueen, 38, and
See ARRESTS, page 3A

Riekers recognized for saving life
Junior Lifeguard Brandon Riekers was recognized Tuesday,
Aug. 6 for saving the life of a young swimmer at the Rockport
Community Pool (RCP).
Rockport Mayor Pat Rios normally recognizes events such
as this at Rockport City Council meetings. However, because
Riekers is from another town and would not be present for the
next meeting, Rios held a special ceremony for him.
The rescue took place Wednesday, July 17 at the RCP.
Riekers was volunteering at the RCP as an extra set of eyes
under the supervision of Head Lifeguard Allison Sanders and
Lifeguard Chase Rios.
Riekers observed a young male swimmer enter the water
from the diving board and attempted to swim to the side. The
See RIEKERS, page 10A

