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By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
Aransas County Navigation
District (ACND) commissioners, at their regular meeting
Monday June 17, received an
update from Harbor Master
Keith Barrett regarding the status of the two Rockport Beach
pavilions.
The Beachfront pavilion is
now open, which means visitors have access to the public
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restrooms and showers, as well
as the rental space. The first
event in the upgraded facility
was a wedding June 1.
“I don’t think anyone liked
the portable toilets,” said
Barrett. “To have the restrooms
and showers opened up is nice
for the public.”
The interior has been completely renovated and upgraded.
“It looks really nice,” said
See PAVILIONS, page 8A

ACND talks funding for
FEMA projects’ match
By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
Aransas County Navigation
District (ACND) Chairman
Malcolm Dieckow told commissioners at their regular
meeting Monday, June 17
the district is facing some
large shoreline protection/litigation projects, as identified
by FEMA, and the 10 percent match for such federal

“I equate this to
a 15-round boxing
match. We’ve made
it through many
rounds, but I’m
worried about the
next round.”
Keith Barrett
ACND Harbor Master

See MATCH, page 2A

The Beachfront pavilion at Rockport Beach, top photo, is
now open to the public. The Saltwater pavilion, bottom, is
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Board of Adjustment grants first waivers
75¢
New Year’s
deadlines
The Rockport Pilot
office will be closed
Friday, Dec. 31 in observance of New Years.
The editorial and advertising deadlines for the
Saturday, Jan. 1 edition
were moved back to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28 to
accommodate the holiday
press schedule.

The City of Rockport’s new
Zoning Board of Adjustment
(ZBA) met Tuesday, Dec. 21 to
select officers, and determine
terms of service. It also
conducted its first public hearing
to consider two requests, and
then took action regarding those
requests.
The two requests for relief
from the zoning ordinance were

made by Priscilla Oaker, for
Tandy W. Wilkerson Jr., the
owner of property at 1210 Cedar
St.
Oaker sought a variance
to building setbacks from
a property line, as well as a
variance to building separation
from another building.
The ZBA voted unanimously
to grant the variances.

The structure in question,
located in a section of old
Rockport, has already been
substantially completed.
It was Oaker’s original request
for a variance which led to the
formation of the ZBA. Without
a ZBA, a property owner’s only
recourse is to take a zoning
dispute to district court.
At one time the City had a

NJROTC qualifies for state meet
The Rockport-Fulton High compete, out of the 67 NJROTC be held at Texas A&M University
School (RFHS) Naval Junior schools statewide. This will be in College Station Feb. 25-26.
Reserve Officer Training Corps the unit’s first appearance at the
See MEET, page 4A
(NJROTC) placed eighth at the State Championship, which will
Southwest High School Sea
Dragon Classic drill competition
in San Antonio. This qualifies
the group for a coveted spot
in the NJROTC Area 10 Texas
State Championship drill meet to
be held in February.
The RFHS students competed Saturday, Dec. 4, against 41
other Texas high schools. The

ZBA, but voters in a Charter
Election dissolved it.
It was determined, after
several meetings regarding
the matter, the Rockport City
Council could set up a ZBA
again without making it a part of
the City’s charter, thus requiring
a public vote.
In other action, the ZBA
elected former mayor Todd

www.rockportpilot.com
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Pearson as the group’s chairman.
Gilbert Jurenka was selected as
vice chairman. Tom Kramer was
chosen as secretary.
The board members also
conducted a drawing to determine
initial terms of service.
Pearson
and
Michael
Mohoney will serve one-year
terms. Jurenka, Kramer, and Jim
Fowler will serve for two years.

expected to open by the July 4 weekend.
Photos by MIKE PROBST

Aransas Project announces
formation of advisors board
The Aransas Project (TAP) has announced the formation
of a newly created board of advisors. Comprised of seven
leaders from the Texas coastal community, these advisors bring
additional local voices and varied expertise to TAP’s efforts to
ensure freshwater flows to the bays and estuaries that protect
the winter habitat of the endangered whooping crane.
Members of the board of advisors are: V. W. “Brink”
Brinkerhoff, Art Dohmann, James Fox, Jane Guinn, Al Johnson,
Pat Moore, and Betty Stiles.
TAP Regional Director Ron Outen said, “We are very pleased
to welcome this distinguished group of community leaders to
the TAP board of advisors. Their involvement acknowledges
the community’s recognition of how vital the issue of ensuring

Stevens reports for duty
to head Rockport PD

check out our
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@

Gregory Stevens assumed the lead of the Rockport Police
Department (RPD) today - Wednesday, June 19. The former
Lubbock police chief was the sole finalist for the RPD position, a
job that drew more than 60 applications.
Stevens has more than 30 years of combined experience in
civilian and military law enforcement. He retired May 31 from his
position in Lubbock.
“Chief Stevens is taking over the reins of a revitalized Police
Department thanks to the efforts of Interim Police Chief/Civilian
Police Administrator Fred Fletcher,” said City Manager Kevin
Carruth. “Fletcher was instrumental in implementing new policies
and procedures and repairing the relationship with the District/
County Attorney’s office.
“He was also actively involved in the national search for our new
See STEVENS, page 4A
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Brief
Burger burn, flag
retirement planned
VFW Post 3904 will host
a burger burn from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Saturday, June 22
on the slab of the old VFW
hall on Market Street. For
$5, one can get a hamburger,
chips and drink. In conjunction with the event, a flag
retirement ceremony will be
held at 1 p.m. If one has an
old United States flag that
needs to be properly retired,
he or she is encouraged to
attend, or drop off the flag
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Tax office back at
regular hours
The Aransas County Tax
Office is now operating
under its normal operating
hours. Building repairs have
been completed. It is open
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Thought

“If we wait for the moment
when everything absolutely
everything is ready, we shall
never begin.”
Ivan Turgenev
Russian author
(1818-1883)

Verse
If one member suffers,
all suffer together with it; if
one member is honored, all
rejoice together with it.
1 Corinthians 12:26
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named ACE Project director
Augusta work Pina
Aransas County Independent tricts’ ACE Project Director.
School District (ACISD)
his
nears completion Superintendent Joseph Patek 20 years ago,SeePinaPINA,began
page 2A
City of Rockport Public Works Director Mike Donoho
said driving through Rockport Country Club, via Augusta
Drive, should be possible by this weekend, as long as
unexpected delays don’t occur. Mercer Construction has
been actively working to replace a 24-foot sewer manhole
on that roadway, between Bent Tree Street and Lakewood

Drive, since May 27. Heavy rains, coupled with the
already high water table in the area, caused some delays
in the project’s completion. A water pipe busted Monday
afternoon (pictured), but that happened after the new manhole was installed in the middle of the street, and didn’t
cause a major delay.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Abbott signs Harvey recovery, relief legislation
Gov. Greg Abbott hosted
a bill signing ceremony last
week related to disaster relief
and preparedness alongside
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, Speaker
Dennis Bonnen, Sen. Lois W.
Kolkhorst, members of the
Texas Legislature and emergen-

Rebuild Texas Fund
gives report about
donations to region
The Rebuild Texas Fund
(RTF) awarded more than
$2.4 million in the region in
May to provide affordable and
accessible transportation for
disabled clients for Coastal
Bend Center for Independent
Living (CBCIL); to purchase
and place 12 manufactured
homes lost during Hurricane
Harvey, through the Coastal
Bend
Disaster
Recovery
Group; to undertake demolition and repairs of homes in
Aransas, Nueces, Refugio, and
San Patricio counties, through
Hands of Hope; and to support critical home repairs by
Texas State Affordable Housing
See REGION, page 2A

cy management officials. The
signing ceremony was held at
Gallery Furniture in Houston,
owned by Jim McIngvale, also
known as “Mattress Mack.”
When Harvey hit Houston in
August 2017, McIngvale opened
two of his stores as shelters for

Houstonians displaced by the
storm.
“This bill signing ceremony was personal because every
county in my senate district was
declared a federal disaster area
See ABBOTT, page 4A

recently announced the hiring of
Harvey Pina as the districts’ new
Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACE) Project Director.
Pina has worked for the
ACISD since 2014.
“After a short hiatus,
he returned as ACE Site
Coordinator for the RockportFulton Middle School. Most
recently, I appointed him as the
ACE interim project director,”
said Patek. “Based on his outstanding performance in these
roles, we know he will continue to be a valuable asset to
the district as the ACE Project
Director.”
Effective July 10, 2019, Pina
will begin his duties as the dis-

Sunset serenity
This man and woman were seen relaxing at the end of
Rockport Beach late Monday afternoon as the sun set in
the west, casting a soft glow on the landscape. Monday

ended up being a beautiful day, after the southern edge
of a fast-moving storm moved through the area early that
morning.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Pina

