
Rockport Pilot
Aransas County’s Community Newspaper Since 1869

The

Wednesday, September 27, 2017                    Volume 148 •  No. 66                      www.rockportpilot.comMIDWEEKMIDWEEK

75¢

Local columns
... see 2A

Pirate volleyball
split games played

... see 6A

Pirates run over
Ingleside

... see 12A

Follow all
breaking news

Inside
Editorial. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A
Classified  . . . . . . . .  8-12A 
Letters . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . 3A
People. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5A
Records. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3A
Sports . . . . . . . . .  6-7, 12A

“Don’t think of retiring 
from the world until the 
world will be sorry that you 
retire. I hate a fellow whom 
pride or cowardice or lazi-
ness drives into a corner, and 
who does nothing when he is 
there but sit and growl. Let 
him come out as I do, and 
bark.”

Samuel Johnson
English author, critic and 

lexicographer
(1709-1784)

Thought

The Lord Answered, 
“Martha, Martha, you are 
so worried and distracted by 
many things. One thing is 
necessary. Mary has chosen 
the better part. It won’t be 
taken away from her.”

Luke 10:41-42
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Aransas County Judge C.H. “Burt” Mills did 
not like what he saw after Hurricane Harvey 
passed through the county. The courthouse was 
destroyed, and every county-owned building was 
damaged to some extent.

County officials have purchased property 
around the courthouse for the past several years 

Aransas County Appraisal District (ACAD) Chief Appraiser 
Michael Soto has reported losses in property values in Holiday 
Beach, Lamar, Copano Cove and Copano Ridge due to damage 
caused by Hurricane Harvey.

The numbers presented Monday are based on dollar value lost, 
not number of residences or businesses. That is, the loss in value of 
improvements on properties in the areas surveyed to date.

“These are conservative numbers because there is going to be 
structural damage in some homes, which look fine,” said Soto.

Aransas County
Some Aransas County offices have changed locations, while 

others remain the same. All department phone numbers remain 
the same. Departments that operated at the courthouse will be 
moved to a temporary courthouse (old Ace Hardware in the 
Harbor Oaks Village Shopping Center) within the next two 
months.

• County Judge, County Clerk, Collections, County court-at-
law (Coastal Plains Children’s Center Building, 317 N. Pearl, 
corner of Pearl and Mimosa)

• District Clerk (620 E. Market Street)
• Justice of Peace No. 1, Judge Dupnik (801 Cedar, 

In the midst of debris and downed trees, there 
are signs of recovery as businesses are opening up 
again. However, one new business is going up and 
will start construction soon. The Italian Cowboy, 
an Italian imports food store and kitchen boutique, 
will be located on Highway 35 between Johnson 
and Creekmore and Rockport Urgent Care. The 
groundbreaking ceremony was held September 
19.

The owners, Deidra Ciriello and Lowell 
Rothschild had chosen Rockport before Harvey 
was even named as a storm. Ciriello and 

Aransas County Sheriff Bill 
Mills told Aransas County 
commissioners at their regular 
meeting Monday, Sept. 25 the 
Aransas County Sheriff’s Office 
(ACSO) lost communications 
towers at the Aransas County 
courthouse, as well as on Hardee 
Street during Hurricane Harvey.

“I’m getting the costs to 
replace not only the towers, but 
all radio equipment (in damaged 
patrol vehicles),” said Mills. 
“We can’t continue to operate 
(like we are now).”

Mills said 17 radio units were 
lost in the storm.

“The radios are going to be
an expensive replacement,” he
said.

Mills said the City of 
Rockport and Aransas County
operate on one system (800) and
other departments operate on a 
different system (VHF).

“If we’re going to spend 
money we need to look at that,”
said Mills. “We are kind of 
saddled by what Corpus Christi
do es (under the current setup).” 

He has asked Department of 
Public Safety representatives to
look at the 800 and VHF sys-
tems and make a recommen-
dation.

“We need to look at the pros 
and cons of each one, including
maintenance costs,” said Mills.

 Council members from Rockport and Fulton, along with 
Chamber of Commerce members celebrated a ground-
breaking recently for The Italian Cowboy, a kitchen bou-
tique named after Augusto Ciriello, who was from Italy 

but immigrated to Texas. The owners, Deidra Ciriello and 
Lowell Rothschild are excited to be making their home in 
Rockport.
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Patrick Ebarb and his fellow Vincentians have been looking for 
people who look distressed in Rockport and Fulton. Ebarb is the 
president of the local St. Vincent de Paul Society (SVdPS). SVdPS 
is a lay Catholic organization offering help to those who are in 
need or are suffering. Members are referred to as “Vincentians.” 
The society’s facility and pantry in Rockport were so badly dam-
aged they were unusable. The decision was made to convert their 
monetary donations and regular budget into HEB and Walmart gift 
cards. The society “put boots on the ground,” according to Ebarb, 
“and went out to actively seek for those most in need. We looked 
for the elderly, the ill, the homeless, the jobless, and single parents 
with young children.” 

Jacques Larroude, the emergency response coordinator for 
Malteser International Americas (MIA), has been in Aransas 
County twice since August 25. He was also looking for a way to 
help distressed people. Larroude has gone all over the world as a 
part of humanitarian relief work. He has “seen it all. I have seen 
horrible things I can’t forget and kindness I don’t want to forget.”

Larroude said he has been to many places after a disaster, but he 
has never seen the resiliency that he has witnessed here. He said 
everyone he had an opportunity to speak with in Aransas County 

Losses estimated
in hard hit areas 
near Copano Bay

Father Ray Yrlas, Colleen Akers, and Bradley and Carol Steiner pray together 
for the continued recovery of the community. Photo by DONNA WOOLSTON

Hurricane Harvey destroyed the Aransas County courthouse, forc-
ing Aransas County Judge C.H. “Burt” Mills, inset, and other county 

employees housed in that facility, into other offices.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Sheriff says tower, radio
replacement to be costly

Almost all government 
offi ces forced to relocate

Amid devastation new business breaks ground
Rothschild have a successful store in Bastrop and
they wanted to expand the business. But, they also
wanted to put down roots in a place to call home.
The couple chose Rockport because the town is 
so friendly and welcoming. It was important to
them to choose a coastal town because they both
feel most at home on the coast. “We knew this
(Hurricane Harvey) could happen, but we felt
like Rockport was the right choice,” they said.
Their decision was confirmed when they saw the
Rockport-Fulton community come together after
the storm. “We want to move to Rockport now 
more than ever.”

Courthouse destroyed, employees
relocated while temporary fi x made

in preparation for the future construction of a new 
courthouse. Harvey has moved up the new court-
house’s construction timetable.

County structures at the Aransas County 
Airport, including most hangars and storage barns, 
were destroyed, as was the Tiger Field concession 
stand and all out buildings at the county’s road 
and bridge facility on FM 2165.

Malteser International Americas 
makes $75K donation to SVdPS


