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City continues
tough work of
drawing Wards
By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
The Rockport City Council,
at its workshop meeting
Wednesday, Nov. 10, discussed
a couple of proposed redistricting maps. The City must
approve new lines for its four
wards at least 90 days prior to
the City election in May 2022.
Denton Navarro Rocha Bernal
& Zech, P.C.’s T. Daniel Santee
worked with the council at this
workshop.
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The pilot of this Beechcraft
Bonanza crashed into Copano
Bay shortly before 8 a.m.
Monday, Nov. 15. The pilot
was rescued, top photo, but the
plane had not been removed as
of the end of the day, bottom.
Contributed photos

(Note: The City’s population per the 2020 Census is
9,954. Had the City’s population exceeded 10,000, Aransas
County would have had to align
its precincts with the City’s four
Wards.)
The ideal Ward size would
be 2,489, based on the City’s
9,954 population (9,954 divided
by four).
Currently, the population
in each of the Wards, and the
See WARDS, page 5A

“It’s tough. I know it’s tough. Especially if
you have to change constituents.”
T. Daniel Santee
Denton Navarro Rocha Bernal & Zech, P.C.

Pirates run over
Hondo in bi-district
... see 10A
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Board of Adjustment grants first waivers
75¢
New Year’s
deadlines
The Rockport Pilot
office will be closed
Friday, Dec. 31 in observance of New Years.
The editorial and advertising deadlines for the
Saturday, Jan. 1 edition
were moved back to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28 to
accommodate the holiday
press schedule.

The City of Rockport’s new
Zoning Board of Adjustment
(ZBA) met Tuesday, Dec. 21 to
select officers, and determine
terms of service. It also
conducted its first public hearing
to consider two requests, and
then took action regarding those
requests.
The two requests for relief
from the zoning ordinance were

made by Priscilla Oaker, for
Tandy W. Wilkerson Jr., the
owner of property at 1210 Cedar
St.
Oaker sought a variance
to building setbacks from
a property line, as well as a
variance to building separation
from another building.
The ZBA voted unanimously
to grant the variances.

The structure in question,
located in a section of old
Rockport, has already been
substantially completed.
It was Oaker’s original request
for a variance which led to the
formation of the ZBA. Without
a ZBA, a property owner’s only
recourse is to take a zoning
dispute to district court.
At one time the City had a

NJROTC qualifies for state meet
The Rockport-Fulton High compete, out of the 67 NJROTC be held at Texas A&M University
School (RFHS) Naval Junior schools statewide. This will be in College Station Feb. 25-26.
Reserve Officer Training Corps the unit’s first appearance at the
See MEET, page 4A
(NJROTC) placed eighth at the State Championship, which will
Southwest High School Sea
Dragon Classic drill competition
in San Antonio. This qualifies
the group for a coveted spot
in the NJROTC Area 10 Texas
State Championship drill meet to
be held in February.
The RFHS students competed Saturday, Dec. 4, against 41
other Texas high schools. The

ZBA, but voters in a Charter
Election dissolved it.
It was determined, after
several meetings regarding
the matter, the Rockport City
Council could set up a ZBA
again without making it a part of
the City’s charter, thus requiring
a public vote.
In other action, the ZBA
elected former mayor Todd

Pearson as the group’s chairman.
Gilbert Jurenka was selected as
vice chairman. Tom Kramer was
chosen as secretary.
The board members also
conducted a drawing to determine
initial terms of service.
Pearson
and
Michael
Mohoney will serve one-year
terms. Jurenka, Kramer, and Jim
Fowler will serve for two years.

Aransas Project announces
formation of advisors board
The Aransas Project (TAP) has announced the formation
of a newly created board of advisors. Comprised of seven
leaders from the Texas coastal community, these advisors bring
additional local voices and varied expertise to TAP’s efforts to
ensure freshwater flows to the bays and estuaries that protect
the winter habitat of the endangered whooping crane.
Members of the board of advisors are: V. W. “Brink”
Brinkerhoff, Art Dohmann, James Fox, Jane Guinn, Al Johnson,
Pat Moore, and Betty Stiles.
TAP Regional Director Ron Outen said, “We are very pleased
to welcome this distinguished group of community leaders to
the TAP board of advisors. Their involvement acknowledges
the community’s recognition of how vital the issue of ensuring
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Street, drainage plans
Brief

Pathways gardens
volunteers sought

Aransas Pathways is seeking volunteers to help beautify two of its locations –
Ivy Lane, and the Connie
Hagar Cottage Sanctuary.
Volunteers will be treated to
free pumpkin lattes!
The work at Ivy Lane (499
Ivy Ln.) will take place from
8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Friday,
Nov. 19.
The work at Connie Hagar
Cottage Sanctuary (1401 S.
Church St.) will take place
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Saturday, Nov. 20.
Volunteers should bring
their own garden gloves, and
wear good shoes, and work
clothes.

The Fulton Town Council held a public hearing at the Fulton Convention
Center Monday, Nov. 15 to inform its residents about the street and drainage
project that will affect the west side of SH 35 in Fulton. Hanson Professional
Services, Inc.’s Craig Thompson went over the plans and answered questions
from the audience. The project has a price tag that nears $4 million.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Residents not happy
with development plans
along Fulton Beach Rd.

Bonanza crashes into Copano
An Austin pilot, on his way to Rockport in
his Beechcraft Bonanza, crashed into Copano
Bay about two miles short of the runway.
Aransas County Airport Manager Mike Geer
said the pilot, Clifford McTee III, was meeting a fishing guide at the airport. McTee left
the San Marcos Airport at 6:42 a.m. with an
expected arrival at 7:41a.m.
“He radioed 20 miles out and said he intended to land on Runway 14 from the west,” said

Geer. “His fishing guide was waiting for him at
the terminal with his boat in tow.
“At 7:40 a.m. the guide came to us and said
the plane crashed in the Copano Bay. He ran to
his truck and went to the boat ramp so he could
launch and rescue.”
Geer said the first planes on station were a
navy trainer and a wingman that reported the
See COPANO, page 2A

By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher

Commissioners receive project updates

The Fulton Town Council, at its regular meeting Monday, Nov.
15, heard from seven residents during the citizens to be heard portion of the agenda. All but one of those individuals aired concerns
about the proposed Seven Palms Planned Unit Development (PUD)
proposed for property at the intersection of Mesquite Street and
Fulton Beach Road (FBR).
The council could not comment because the Seven Palms devel-

Aransas County commissioners, at their special
meeting Monday, Nov. 15, received an update
about Long Term Recovery projects from Long
Term Recovery Team member Kim Foutz, County
Project Manager John Strothman, and County
Road and Bridge Engineer David Reid.
Projects discussed in the meeting, which lasted
almost two hours, included the medical facility,
fiber optic, and Workforce Development Center

Salvation Army
needs bell ringers

The local Salvation Army
Unit is looking for volunteer
bell ringers for the tradition-

Pilot picked up from wing

See RESIDENTS, page 10A

projects, as well as Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Mitigation projects, and
CDBG Disaster Recovery projects.
Other projects discussed included the
Downtown Anchor Project/Courthouse, Cedar
Bayou dredging, and those projects funded via
multiple sources.
A detailed story about this meeting will be published in the weekend edition.

Howell, Hall sign to play (see 4A)

See BRIEFS, page 9A

Thought
“I before e,” (except when
your foreign neighbor Keith
received eight counterfeit
beige sleighs from feisty
caffeinated weightlifters).
Weird, right?

Verse
Live you lives in (Christ),
rooted and built up in Him
and established in the faith.
Colossians 2:6-7

Inside
Editorial. . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A
Classified . . . . . . . . . 6-9A
Obituaries . . . . . . . . . . . 3A
People. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A
Records. . . . . . . . . . . . . 3A
Sports . . . . . . . . . . . 4,10A

Kaylee Howell, second from left, signs her
National Letter of Intent to play basketball at
the University of the Incarnate Word. Pictured

are, from left, Jerry Howell, K. Howell, Jennifer
Howell, and Sean Howell.
Photos by STEVEN SMITH

Jordan Hall, front-middle, signs her National
Letter of Intent to play softball at Southwestern
College. Pictured are, back row, from left,
RFHS Head Softball Coach Melissa Reyes,

RFHS Athletic Director Jay Seibert, and
Aransas County Independent School District
Superintendent Dr. Joshua Garcia; front row,
from left, Scott Hall, J. Hall, and Priscilla Hall.

