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Pilot to stop
publishing
permit stats
The Rockport Pilot will
no longer provide a monthly report about the value of
building permits in the City
of Rockport.
HB 852, which was
approved this past legislative session, prohibits cities
from requiring the disclosure of information related
to the value of or cost of
constructing or improving a
residential dwelling as a condition of obtaining a building
permit.
“Without the value of residential permits, comparisons
to previous years are impossible, and therefore make the
information provided each
month meaningless,” said
Pilot Editor & Publisher
Mike Probst.
The monthly report provided valuable information,
and could be used as a measure to see how construction
is faring in the city, compared to previous years.
The full permit information is no longer available.
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Paws & Taws
slab poured

By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
Rockport Public Works Director Mike Donoho gave an update
regarding the Key Allegro Bridge at the Rockport City Council’s
regular meeting Tuesday, July 23.
The estimated priced tag for the new bridge is $2.4 million, of
which the city will be responsible for roughly $240,000 (its 10 percent match), which could be paid via other sources.
The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) is including
the bridge replacement in its Highway Bridge Program during its
next fiscal year, which begins Sept. 1.
It was noted at Tuesday’s meeting residents should not expect to
see heavy equipment at the site Sept. 1.
Bids will be let in November, and it will take about one year to
construct after a contractor is selected.
Donoho said TxDOT and city officials met July 18 to review
progress and preconstruction preparation, as well as to look at construction schedules.
He noted although construction has not begun, a lot of preparatoSee BRIDGE, page 2A

“We are very much looking forward to completing this project. It’s a reminder (of Harvey)
we want to get out of the way.”
Mike Donoho
Rockport Public Works Director

The slab for the Fulton Convention
Center / Paws & Taws was poured
starting at about 3:30 a.m. Monday,
July 29. Ground was broken on the
facility June 4, marking a momentous
day in the Town of Fulton. Hurricane
Harvey destroyed the original Paws &
Taws. Fulton Mayor Jimmy Kendrick
is quick to remind everyone the new
building will not cost local taxpayers a dime. As the slab was being
poured, Kendrick said, “It’s a blessed day in Fulton.” Kenny Burns is
the architect. Weaver and Jacobs
Constructors, Inc. of Cuero, is the
project’s Construction Manager at
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Board of Adjustment grants first waivers
75¢
New Year’s
deadlines
The Rockport Pilot
office will be closed
Friday, Dec. 31 in observance of New Years.
The editorial and advertising deadlines for the
Saturday, Jan. 1 edition
were moved back to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28 to
accommodate the holiday
press schedule.

The City of Rockport’s new
Zoning Board of Adjustment
(ZBA) met Tuesday, Dec. 21 to
select officers, and determine
terms of service. It also
conducted its first public hearing
to consider two requests, and
then took action regarding those
requests.
The two requests for relief
from the zoning ordinance were

made by Priscilla Oaker, for
Tandy W. Wilkerson Jr., the
owner of property at 1210 Cedar
St.
Oaker sought a variance
to building setbacks from
a property line, as well as a
variance to building separation
from another building.
The ZBA voted unanimously
to grant the variances.

The structure in question,
located in a section of old
Rockport, has already been
substantially completed.
It was Oaker’s original request
for a variance which led to the
formation of the ZBA. Without
a ZBA, a property owner’s only
recourse is to take a zoning
dispute to district court.
At one time the City had a

NJROTC qualifies for state meet
The Rockport-Fulton High compete, out of the 67 NJROTC be held at Texas A&M University
School (RFHS) Naval Junior schools statewide. This will be in College Station Feb. 25-26.
Reserve Officer Training Corps the unit’s first appearance at the
See MEET, page 4A
(NJROTC) placed eighth at the State Championship, which will
Southwest High School Sea
Dragon Classic drill competition
in San Antonio. This qualifies
the group for a coveted spot
in the NJROTC Area 10 Texas
State Championship drill meet to
be held in February.
The RFHS students competed Saturday, Dec. 4, against 41
other Texas high schools. The

ZBA, but voters in a Charter
Election dissolved it.
It was determined, after
several meetings regarding
the matter, the Rockport City
Council could set up a ZBA
again without making it a part of
the City’s charter, thus requiring
a public vote.
In other action, the ZBA
elected former mayor Todd

Pearson as the group’s chairman.
Gilbert Jurenka was selected as
vice chairman. Tom Kramer was
chosen as secretary.
The board members also
conducted a drawing to determine
initial terms of service.
Pearson
and
Michael
Mohoney will serve one-year
terms. Jurenka, Kramer, and Jim
Fowler will serve for two years.

Aransas Project announces
formation of advisors board
The Aransas Project (TAP) has announced the formation
of a newly created board of advisors. Comprised of seven
leaders from the Texas coastal community, these advisors bring
additional local voices and varied expertise to TAP’s efforts to
ensure freshwater flows to the bays and estuaries that protect
the winter habitat of the endangered whooping crane.
Members of the board of advisors are: V. W. “Brink”
Brinkerhoff, Art Dohmann, James Fox, Jane Guinn, Al Johnson,
Pat Moore, and Betty Stiles.
TAP Regional Director Ron Outen said, “We are very pleased
to welcome this distinguished group of community leaders to
the TAP board of advisors. Their involvement acknowledges
the community’s recognition of how vital the issue of ensuring
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Brief

‘The Little Mermaid’
featured in the park

The City of Rockport’s
Parks and Leisure Services
Department
will
hold
a free showing of “The
Little Mermaid” at 8:30
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 1 at
Memorial Park. In addition
to free admission, free popcorn will also be available.
Participants are encouraged
to bring their own lawn
chairs or blankets, as well as
bug spray.
No alcoholic beverages are
allowed within City parks.

State Rep. Todd Hunter and Rockport-Fulton Chamber
of Commerce President/CEO Diane Probst point out the

signs used as backdrops at Monday’s rally.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

tlements, and Rebuild Texas to pay
for construction. Weaver and Jacobs
estimates the cost at $2,486,276.
Photos by STEVEN SMITH
and MIKE PROBST

A rally against a potential massive hike in Texas Windstorm
Insurance Association (TWIA)
insurance rates was held at the
Congressman Solomon P. Ortiz
International Center Monday,
July 29. The event, organized
by the United Corpus Christi
Chamber of Commerce, featured
Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa,
Rep. Todd Hunter, Nueces
County Judge Barbara Canales
and Corpus Christi Councilman
Greg Smith.
The main focus of Monday’s
rally was to encourage everyone, especially coastal residents,
to email their opposition to any

TWIA rate increase. Individuals
are encouraged to email
See RALLY, page 5A

“This pattern of
behavior has never
changed. They’ll try
to get you in 2020,
and then again in
2021.
Todd Hunter
State Representative

Carew designated CERA Guy Clark Sales tax revenue down
tribute set 7.89 percent year-to-date
August 1, 2

Aransas County Elections Administrator Michele Bennett
Carew will be designated as a Certified Elections/Registration
Administrator (CERA) at an Election Center ceremony Tuesday,
Aug. 20 at the Hyatt Regency Grand Cypress in Orlando.
“This is the highest designation available to elections and voter
registration officials,” said Election Center Director Tim Mattice.
“This graduating class of 96 election professionals totals 1,206 election officials and election vendors who have achieved the CERA
status. This is an outstanding accomplishment.
“Aransas County is indeed fortunate to have Michele as one of
the top designated professionals in America. Obtaining and maintaining CERA status means she has committed to a career-long
process of continuing education to improve the electoral process in
Texas and the nation,” said Mattice.
See CAREW, page 4A

Thought

“That would be a good
thing for them to cut on
my tombstone: ‘Wherever
she went, including here, it
was against her better judgment.’”
Dorothy Parker
American writer
(1893-1967)

Verse
Peter got down out of the
boat, walked on the water
and came toward Jesus. But
when he saw the wind, he
was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, “Lord, save
me!”
Matthew 14:29-30
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Risk. Steel beams are already at the
site, and vertical construction will
begin once the foundation is cured.
Fulton has a little more than $2.6
million from FEMA, insurance set-

Rally called to fight
possible TWIA hike
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Aransas County Elections Administrator Michele Bennett Carew, front row,
at left, will be designated as a Certified Elections/Registration Administrator
(CERA) in August in Orlando. Aransas County Judge C.H. “Burt” Mills recognized Carew for her accomplishments at the Monday, July 22 Aransas County
commissioners’ regular meeting. Looking on are, from left, commissioners
Jack Chaney, Bubba Casterline, Charles Smith, and Wendy Laubach.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Hundreds of music fans
are in Rockport this week
for a two-night concert honoring the work of the late
Guy Clark. He spent his formative years in Rockport in
the 1950s. Much of Clark’s
work, including his 1992
song, “Boats to Build,” was
influenced by his Rockport
years. His 1981 album,
South Coast of Texas¸ features Rockport on its cover.
Many of Clark’s songs
were recorded or performed by performers such
as Johnny Cash, Roseanne
Cash, Emmylou Harris,
Ricky Skaggs, Jerry Jeff
Walker, Lyle Lovett and
Asleep at the Wheel.
The two concerts, set
for Thursday, Aug. 1 and
Friday, Aug. Aug. 2 at
LaPalma Events Center,
will feature Clark’s songs,
as well as stories about him.
Both concerts begin at 7
p.m.
The Thursday show is
sold out, and only a limited number of seats are
still available for the Friday
show.
Tickets can be obtained
at the Rockport-Fulton
Chamber of Commerce or
online at aransascountyhistoricalsociety.com. Tickets
are $35 each in advance,
and $40 at the door, if available.
Ticket sales benefit the
Aransas County Historical
See CLARK, page 5A

The aggregate amount of sales tax rebate revenue received by the
three local entities, which collect the tax, was down 7.71 percent
this month, and is down 7.89 percent through the first seven months
of 2019.
Aransas County received 7.51 percent less and 11.55 percent less
from its half-cent sales tax rebate and half-cent special use sales tax
rebate, respectively. The City of Rockport received four percent
less. The Town of Fulton received 19.77 percent less.
Sales tax rebate revenue reflected in this month’s checks is based
on sales made in May by businesses that report tax monthly.
Fulton
The Town of Fulton received a check for $20,269.12 this month,
compared to $25,266.58 in July 2018. The town has collected
$113,625.65 (-11.61 percent) year to date, compared to $128,552.68
for the same period last year.
See TAX, page 4A

Bay projects funding

Rockport’s FlatsWorthy, a grassroots initiative, recently received a $15,000
grant from the Ruth Parr Sparks Foundation and a $10,000 gift from the Ross
Craft family. The Sparks grant will help fund a video project with the University
of Texas Marine Science Institute to investigate changing sea grass densities
on a local barrier island and its impact on future fishing. The Craft donation
will be used for local FlatsWorthy projects. Pictured with the donations are,
from left, Dave Hayward (Swan Point Landing/Orvis fly shop), Capt. Travis
Glidden, Corbin Craft, Capt. Chuck Naiser, and Capt. Billy Trimble. To learn
more about FlatsWorthy - a leader in promoting respect for bay users, respect
for the resource, and respect for the law among a diverse community with the
goal of improving the health and productivity of Texas bays now and for the
future – visit flatsworthy.com
Contributed photo

