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School trustees vote
against TEA waiver
for hybrid learning
By STEVEN SMITH
Staff reporter
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Board of Adjustment grants first waivers
75¢
New Year’s
deadlines
The Rockport Pilot
office will be closed
Friday, Dec. 31 in observance of New Years.
The editorial and advertising deadlines for the
Saturday, Jan. 1 edition
were moved back to 5
p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 28 to
accommodate the holiday
press schedule.

The City of Rockport’s new
Zoning Board of Adjustment
(ZBA) met Tuesday, Dec. 21 to
select officers, and determine
terms of service. It also
conducted its first public hearing
to consider two requests, and
then took action regarding those
requests.
The two requests for relief
from the zoning ordinance were

made by Priscilla Oaker, for
Tandy W. Wilkerson Jr., the
owner of property at 1210 Cedar
St.
Oaker sought a variance
to building setbacks from
a property line, as well as a
variance to building separation
from another building.
The ZBA voted unanimously
to grant the variances.

The structure in question,
located in a section of old
Rockport, has already been
substantially completed.
It was Oaker’s original request
for a variance which led to the
formation of the ZBA. Without
a ZBA, a property owner’s only
recourse is to take a zoning
dispute to district court.
At one time the City had a

NJROTC qualifies for state meet
The Rockport-Fulton High compete, out of the 67 NJROTC be held at Texas A&M University
School (RFHS) Naval Junior schools statewide. This will be in College Station Feb. 25-26.
Reserve Officer Training Corps the unit’s first appearance at the
See MEET, page 4A
(NJROTC) placed eighth at the State Championship, which will
Southwest High School Sea
Dragon Classic drill competition
in San Antonio. This qualifies
the group for a coveted spot
in the NJROTC Area 10 Texas
State Championship drill meet to
be held in February.
The RFHS students competed Saturday, Dec. 4, against 41
other Texas high schools. The

ZBA, but voters in a Charter
Election dissolved it.
It was determined, after
several meetings regarding
the matter, the Rockport City
Council could set up a ZBA
again without making it a part of
the City’s charter, thus requiring
a public vote.
In other action, the ZBA
elected former mayor Todd

Pearson as the group’s chairman.
Gilbert Jurenka was selected as
vice chairman. Tom Kramer was
chosen as secretary.
The board members also
conducted a drawing to determine
initial terms of service.
Pearson
and
Michael
Mohoney will serve one-year
terms. Jurenka, Kramer, and Jim
Fowler will serve for two years.

Aransas Project announces
formation of advisors board
The Aransas Project (TAP) has announced the formation
of a newly created board of advisors. Comprised of seven
leaders from the Texas coastal community, these advisors bring
additional local voices and varied expertise to TAP’s efforts to
ensure freshwater flows to the bays and estuaries that protect
the winter habitat of the endangered whooping crane.
Members of the board of advisors are: V. W. “Brink”
Brinkerhoff, Art Dohmann, James Fox, Jane Guinn, Al Johnson,
Pat Moore, and Betty Stiles.
TAP Regional Director Ron Outen said, “We are very pleased
to welcome this distinguished group of community leaders to
the TAP board of advisors. Their involvement acknowledges
the community’s recognition of how vital the issue of ensuring
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Brief
Budget meeting(s)
Zoom links shared
The Rockport City Council
will hold its budget workshops at 9 a.m. Monday,
Aug. 3, and then again
Tuesday, Aug. 4 (if needed).
If one would like to watch the
deliberations, he or she can
log on to https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89087317540
for the Monday workshop, or https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/81698783965
for Tuesday’s workshop (if
needed).

LTRT seeks photos
The Aransas County Long
Term Recover Team (LTRT)
is seeking your photos showing Hurricane Hanna flooding. One should mark the
photo with date, time, and
address where photo was
taken. The LTRT does not
need any photos of Fulton
Beach Road. Photos should
be emailed to jheard@aransascounty.org.

Thought
“I am never afraid of what
I know.”
Anna Sewell
English author
(1820-1878)

Verse
Nation will not take up
sword against nation, nor
will they train for war anymore.
Isaiah 2:4
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The Aransas County Independent School District (ACISD) Board
of Trustee’s voted unanimously Thursday, July 30 against submitting a waiver to the Texas Education Agency (TEA) to allow for a
hybrid school model at Rockport-Fulton High School (RFHS) for
the 2020-21 school year.
The TEA recently introduced a waiver request form that would
allow a 40% campus hybrid instruction model for all Texas public
high schools, grades 9-12, without a loss in state funding. At time
of press deadline, the TEA was allowing the hybrid model option
only for high schools due to the high percentage of estimated daily
student/teacher interactions.
The TEA is also allowing all districts to use virtual learning for
the first four weeks of instruction without a loss in state funding.
See SCHOOL, page 7A

Code enforcement could
soon be under city police
By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
The Rockport City Council,
at its regular meeting Tuesday,
July 28, heard a presentation
about moving the administrative responsibility for code
enforcement activities from
the Building and Development
Department to the Rockport
Police Department (RPD).
City Manager Kevin Carruth
said, “We’ve been struggling
with how best to make code
enforcement more efficient and

effective.”
He noted many other municipalities have that function under
the police department.
“They’re out patrolling all day
and can identify problem areas,”
said Carruth. “It’s also kind of
like community policing.”
RPD Chief Greg Stevens
said it’s not unusual for police
departments to carry on this
role.
“We did it in Lubbock for
many years,” he said. “The

Local officials extended the ban of vehicles at Rockport
Beach until Aug. 17, but that hasn’t kept people who
really want a beach day from walking on the beach. If

one really wants to be secluded, he or she can walk to
the area north of the beachfront pavilions where there
are very few people.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Pedestrians can still walk to beach

Closure to vehicular traffic extended
Aransas County Judge C.H. “Burt” Mills,
Aransas County Navigation District (ACND)
Chairman Malcolm Dieckow, and Rockport
Mayor Patrick Rios have issued an order extending the closure of Rockport Beach to vehicular
traffic through 12:01 a.m. Monday, Aug. 17.
The beach will remain open to pedestrian
traffic and continue normal hours of operation.
ACND boat ramps (other than the beach ramp)
will remain open.
The pertinent parts of the order read:
“SECTION 2. The Rockport Beach will be
closed to all vehicular traffic. No access to the
Rockport Beach will be permitted by vehicles

other than Emergency/First Responders and
Navigation District service vehicles. Vehicles
can park on the Fair Grounds located immediately outside the Beach area.
“SECTION 3. A violation of this order shall
be a Class C misdemeanor punishable as permitted by law. This Order may be enforced by
any City of Rockport Police Officer, County
Sheriffs Deputy, State Highway Patrol Officer,
State Fish and Game Officers, or any other
peace officer.
“SECTION 4. In accordance with the Texas
See CLOSURE, page 3A

See POLICE, page 2A

Chamber funding slashed

18 additional
COVID cases
reported; 10
official deaths
Aransas County officials
received word about 18 additional positive test results for
COVID-19 since Monday, July
27. That brings the historical
case count to 149 with 50 recovered, per official reporting from
the Texas Department of State
Health Services (DSHS). There
are 10 official deaths reported.
(Note: See the July 29
Facebook Live post on The
Rockport Pilot’s Facebook
page for updated information
from DSHS Region 11 Health
Emergency
Preparedness
and Response Manager Dr.
Elizabeth Cuevas about how
COVID-19 statistics are processed, as well as other information.)
The DSHS is supporting
Aransas County in identifying any close contacts of the
patients so they can be isolated
and monitored for symptoms.
If the DSHS has not contacted
you, there is no need to take any
action at this time.
The public can find up-todate coronavirus information
and what to do if you’re sick at
dshs.texas.gov.
Additionally, testing information is available on the same
See COVID, page 3A

‘Mask Up’ for
prizes and
giveaways
Aransas County Judge C.
H. “Burt” Mills, Rockport
Mayor Pat Rios, and Fulton
Mayor Kelli Cole have
signed an appeal for residents and visitors to wear
masks as a way to combat
the Coronavirus and slow its
spread … and the Aransas
County Women’s Lions Club
(WLC) have stepped up to
make it a little spicy and fun.
The WLC is implementing
“Mask Up Aransas County”,
a special community camSee MASK, page 7A

Fulton takes
first stab at
budget
By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher

pleted report for the downtown area, which was
conducted by the American Planning Association
(APA), with the council at its Feb. 25 meeting.
(Note: a story about the APA report was published in the Feb. 26 edition of The Rockport
Pilot. It is a “deep dive” into the needs in down-

The Fulton Town Council,
at its special budget workshop
Tuesday, July 28, took its first
brief look at next year’s budgets for the Fulton Convention
Center Paws and Taws (PT),
Hotel Motel Tax (HMT), Fulton
Police Department (FPD),
Sewer Fund (SF), Debt Service
Fund (DSF), and General Fund
(GF).
The budgets, comparing the
current year (first number) to
that proposed for 2020-21 (second number) are:
• PT - $124,359; $164,602
• HMT - $160,500; $173,600
• FPD - $80,856.92;
$80,594.30
• SF - $619,807.31; $603,750
• DSF - $315,606; 324,638.65
• GF - $697,140.49;
$556,089.01
PT budget
Revenue for the PT budget is
projected at $51,000 from facility fees and $113,600 from hotel
motel tax receipts. Facility fees
were projected at $56,000 in the
current budget, but only $4,000
has been collected through June.
Revenue from the HMT was
budgeted at $53,590 in the cur-

See PLAN, page 3A

See FULTON, page 12A

1969-70 school budget $1.4M
The local school district’s budget was just under $1.4
million back in 1969-70. Today’s budget takes a few more
pages, and a few more dollars. This budget was recovered

from the City of Rockport’s centennial time capsule, which
was 50 years old when removed from the old city hall.
Photo by MIKE PROBST

Rockport council debates additional public input

Comprehensive Plan’s future discussed
By MIKE PROBST
Editor & Publisher
The Rockport City Council, at its regular meeting Tuesday, July 28 heard a report/update by
Community Planner Amanda Torres about the
city’s draft Comprehensive Plan (CP).
Torres addressed the CP, as well as the com-

Internet poll

Nearing completion

Work on the State Highway 35 passing lane project north
of the Copano Bay causeway is in its final stage with
the application of new asphalt pavement for the final
travel surface. The Texas Department of Transportation
(TxDOT) Corpus Christi District project costs $12.6
million, and should be completed this fall. There are a
total of three sections of passing lanes - one northbound
section in Aransas County, and two southbound sections,

64% won’t be
vaccine volunteers

one in Aransas County and one in Refugio County. The
northbound section will extend from Park Road 13 (just
north of the Copano Bay Causeway) to Cavasso Creek. A
southbound section will be constructed from Zarsky Road
to Shaw Road near Tivoli. The second southbound section
will be built from roughly Salt Creek to Cavasso Creek.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This poll
is not intended to be scientifically accurate, but a tool to generate thought about issues, which
may impact Aransas County
residents.
Results of last week’s Internet
Poll on The Rockport Pilot’s
website (www.rockportpilot.
com) have been compiled.
The poll question asked:
Would you volunteer to be in
a group testing a COVID-19
vaccine?
• Yes
• No
• I don’t have an opinion

Photo by MIKE PROBST

See POLL, page 2A

