
SPRING 2025

Season Starts April 12th

MARCH 9th!

ages 3–17!

Of� cial Youth
Partner of the
NE Revolution

Academy

www.EWGSOCCER.org

U7–U17: $110
U3–U6: $90
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Refi, Simplify & Save with 
RIAdvantage Refinance 
from RISLA

VISIT RISLA.COM/REFI

GET YOUR BEST 
RATE TODAY!

1. ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE (APR):  Rate shown is for a 5-year loan 
and includes the 0.25% interest rate reduction for using the auto-pay 
feature and RIAdvantage discount.Qualified education loans for Rhode 
Island resident students attending school in any state or for non-Rhode 
Island resident students attending a school in Rhode Island are eligible 
for the RIAdvantage discount.  Not all borrowers receive the lowest rate.  
The rate you will receive ranges from 3.99% - 8.04% with auto-pay.

A Better Way to Repay Student Loans 
for Rhode Islanders.

With Rates Starting as Low as  

3.99% APR1

LEGAL AND LAWFUL
NOTICE

RF 417 863 757 US
U S Patent and Trademark
Autograph Signature,
and Registered Name
159-1057619
SEANDELL JAMES
FORMAN™️
NUNC PRO TUNC
"All Rights Reserved
- Without Prejudice
- Without Recourse
Non-Assumpsit Errors &
Omissions Excepted"

2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/5/25

Legal Notices

*APY is Annual Percentage Yield and is accurate as of 01/01/2025. You must maintain a minimum daily balance of $10.00 in 
your account to obtain the disclosed APY. Also, you must meet the additional three eligibility requirements to receive the full 
Journey Rewards Checking benefits: (1) 12 debit card purchases must post and settle each monthly statement cycle; (2) have 
one direct deposit or automatic payment post and settle each monthly statement cycle; and (3) access online banking and 
enroll to receive electronic statements. ATM fee refunds up to $25 per monthly statement cycle. ATM-processed transactions 
do not count towards qualifying debit card purchases. If all Journey Rewards Checking eligibility requirements are met, 
balances between $10-$20,000 receive an APY of 3.50% while balances over $20,000 receive an APY of .35%. If you do not 
meet all Journey Rewards Checking eligibility requirements each monthly statement cycle, your account will still function as 
a Journey Rewards Checking account earning an APY of .05%, and you will not receive ATM fee refunds for that time period. 
Rate is subject to change at any time after account opening. Fees may reduce earnings. For existing and new members when a 
new Journey Rewards Checking account is opened. Federally insured by NCUA.

JOURNEY REWARDS CHECKING

On minimum daily balances of $10

You deserve  
the best.  
Your money  
does too.

•  Make 12 debit purchases a month

•  One direct deposit or auto payment per month
 
•  Sign up for e-statements

To learn more stop by any of our branches,   
go to  NavigantCU.org or call 401-233-4700

Find
Us

Online

rireminder.com

Read The Reminder
online anytime,

anywhere.

ROGER WILLIAMS ZOO MOBILE
AT THE GREENE LIBRARY 

Children ages 3 and up will enjoy this interactive program 
with the Roger Williams Zoo Mobile at the Greene Library, 
179 Hopkins Hill Road, Greene, on Wednesday, February 19, 
at 11am. They will learn about animals that hibernate and see 
some in person.  Registration is required and space is limited.  
Please call 397-3873 to sign-up. 

PUMPERNICKEL PUPPETS PERFORMING AT
THE COVENTRY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Families with children age 3 through 5th grade can join us 
for this fun puppet show at the Coventry Public Library, 
1672 Flat River Road, Coventry, on Thursday, February 20, 
at 11 a.m. Pumpernickel Puppets will perform Three Billy 
Goats Gruff and The Lion and the Mouse.  Registration is 
required.  To register, please visit the library’s website at www.
coventrylibrary.org. 

OUR LADY OF CZESTOCHOWA
FAMOUS POLISH FOOD SALE

Our Lady of Czestochowa, 222 MacArthur Blvd., 
Coventry, will be hosting a Polish Food Sale on Saturday, 
February 22, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. They will be selling 
Frozen Pierogi & Golombki  (or as long as the food lasts).  
The sale will be held in the school auditorium. 

ONGOING FOOD DRIVE TO BENEFIT VETERANS

The High 5 Pantry at Flat River Tavern, 2260 Flat River 
Road in Coventry will have an ongoing Food Drive to benefi t 
local Veterans. Please drop off your non-perishable donations 
anytime during their normal business hours. Call 407-2121 
with any questions. 

Looking for
EXTRA
CASH?

RREEMMIINNDDEERR
Call  821-2216 or visit 
www.rireminder.com

The

Check the attic…
Look in the garage…

Don’t forget the
basement & closets.

Find your no longer used
or needed stuff and

SELL IT.
See page 4 for details on
how to place a fast acting

classified in…

Call 821-2216
for more info.

See page 4 for details on 
how to place a fast acting 

classifi ed ad in...

THE REMINDER
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DIAL OIL
SERVICE

For Prompt
Friendly Service

You’ll Be Glad, You Called “Dial”
Fuel Assistance Vendor

Automatic Delivery
Contracts Available

Family Owned & Operated
Coventry

821-4447
Pet. Lic. #30

Reliable and Affordable
Home Heating Oil Delivery

to Ensure You’re 
Never Left Out in the Cold.

Last Will 
    and Testament
Q.What’s worse than no will?

A.A poorly drafted one.

Law O�  ce of
Steven J. Hart

Wills, Trusts, Estates, Divorce, Custody, Visitation
Personal Injury • Landlord/Tenant • Bankruptcy

328 Cowesett Ave., Suite 3, West Warwick, RI

Call 828-9030
www.hartlawri.com
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2435 Nooseneck Hill Road, Ste. A-1, Coventry, RI
618 Toll Gate Road, Warwick, RI

Rebbecca Shea
MSPAS, PA-C

Erinn Seyler
PA-C

Dr. Jason Michaels
MD, FAAD, Mohs Surgeon

AspireDermatology.com
Call 401.239.1800

Accepting Same Day Requests

Providing Surgical, 
Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Shop.AspireDermatology.com

Call 401.239.1800
Accepting Same Day Requests

Medical & Cosmetic Dermatology

NOW OPEN Laser & Cosmetic Clinic, 100 Valley Rd, Middletown, RI

CYBER-SENIORS WORKSHOPS
@ THE COVENTRY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Join us for a series of technology workshops specially designed 
for adults 65+ at the Coventry Public Library, 1672 Flat River 
Road, Coventry. Led by URI students  in collaboration with 
ATEL, workshops will focus on how to use accessibility 
features related to vision, hearing and mobility on Tuesday, Feb. 
11; camera use on Tuesday, Feb. 18; and using virtual assistants 
such as Siri on Tuesday, Feb. 25.  Attend for a chance to win a 
free tablet! Workshops run from 12 – 2 p.m. and are free and 
open to the public, but registration is required. Please go to 
https://coventrylibrary.org/ and view the Events page to register 
for these workshops. For more information, contact Reference 
Librarian Kiki at 822-9105 or KButler@CoventryLibrary.org.

SWEETHEART SPAGHETTI & MEATBALL DINNER

The First Baptist Church, 1614 Main Street, West Warwick, will 
be holding a spaghetti & meatball dinner on Saturday, February 
22, from 4 to 6 p.m. the menu includes, spaghetti & meatballs, 
tossed salad with dressing, bread & butter, assorted desserts and 
assorted beverages.  Adults/$15, Children/6-10 years old/$8 and 
children under 5 years of age are free. There will be assorted 
Sweetheart Raffl e Baskets available.  All proceeds are for the 
church boiler fund.  

AARP CHAPTER 2210 – TRIP TO NEWPORT 
PLAYHOUSE “BAGGAGE”

AARP Chapter 2210 is sponsoring a trip to see “Baggage” at 
the Newport Playhouse, Tuesday, April 15. After enjoying a 
delicious luncheon buffet, cash bar available, enjoy a wonderful 
play in an intimate theater.  After the show, return to your 
luncheon table for a delightful cabaret. Sit back and relax on 
a luxury motor coach operated by DATTCO Coach & Tour. 
Pick up at 10 a.m. from Park & Ride, Hopkins Hill Rd. (Exit 
19 off I-95), West Greenwich.  Approximate return: 5:45 p.m. 
$144/person.  Final payment due: Tuesday, March 18. Contact: 
Maureen Murphy 401-828-5188 or Anne Brien 401-463-4274. 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
AT COVENTRY SENIOR CENTER

The Coventry Resource & Senior Center, 50 Wood Street, 
Coventry will host a Grief Support Group on Tuesdays from 
1-3PM. Please call 822-9175 to add your name. 

Boar’s Head
Lo-Sodium Ham ... $899

lb.

Deutschmacher
Liverwurst .............. $599

lb.lb.

Smithfield
Fresh Sliced
Virginia Ham..........$499

lb.

Deutschmacher
Beef Bologna......... $599

lb.

Boar’s Head
Vermont Cheddar.. $799

lb.lb.

Citterio
Mortadella ............. $599

lb.lb.

Fresh
Wild Caught
Pollock..................$499

lb.

Delicious
Maryland
Crab Cakes............ $199

ea.

$12.99

Pulled Chicken, Rice,
and Black Bean
Burrito ...................$599

ea.

All Varieties
Potstickers ............$799

dz.

Tom’s
Potato and Egg
Salad .....................$499

lb.

Seared
Sesame Tuna
with Wakame.......$995

ea.

Tom’s Red or White
Clam Chowder 24 oz

$699

Delicious
Old Fashioned
Veal and Peas.......$995

lb.

USDA Grade A
Bone In
Chicken Thighs........ $199

lb.

Fresh Throughout the Day
Ground Chuck .......$499

lb.

USDA Choice
Bone-In
Beef Short Ribs.......$899

lb.

24 oz. Shady Brook
Marinated
Turkey Tenderloins ...$699

Tom’s Own
Pork/Beef/Sausage
“Gravy Pack”.............$499

lb.

USDA Choice
Eye Round Roast ... $599

lb.

26 oz. All Varieties
Willow Tree
Chicken Pie................$899

FOR YOUR PORK PIES!!
Fresh Ground Pork $299

lb.

14 oz. Hillshire Farms
Polska Kielbasa ........$499

Center Cut
Boneless Pork Roast $299

lb.

MEAT GROCERYPREPARED

DELI

6 oz. Varieties 
La Yogurt...............10/$7
6–8 oz. Varieties
Crystal Farms
Shredded Cheese...2/$6
32 oz.
Egg Beaters...................$649

12 oz.
Celentano
Meatballs.................2/$7
All Varieties
Celeste Pizza.............. 5/$5

All Varieties 
Friendly’s Ice Cream
Bars, Cones, and
Sandwiches.................$499

All Varieties
Magnum
Ice Cream Bars ..........$499

SAVE $1.00!
14–16 oz. Varieties
Louisa
Toasted Ravioli ..........$449

SPECIALTY BAKERY

8 oz. Zaro’s
Chocolate or
Raspberry Rugelach $699

4 oz. Table Talk
Lunchbox Pies........ 4/$5

TOM’S MARKET
Fresh. Local. Exceptional.

COVENTRY
821 Tiogue Avenue
401-826-0050
Mon.–Sat. 8am–7pm, 
Sun. 8am–6pm

DAIRY/FROZEN

Due to manufacturer’s supply issues, some items may be in limited supply. Sorry, no rain checks.  *Not responsible for typographic errors. Some items may not be available in all locations.

Healthy and Delicious
Brussels Sprouts.... $249

lb.

SAVE $2.00 LB!
Fresh, Tender
Asparagus.............. $399

lb.

On the Vine
Cluster Tomatoes.. $249

lb. 

Extra Fancy
Granny Smith
or Gala Apples........ $249

lb.

Sliced
London Broil

with Chimichurri
$8.99lb.

BBQ Chicken
Leg Quarters
$2.99lb.

Boar’s Head
Peppermill Turkey

$10.99lb.

Tom’s Own
Rare & Juicy
Roast Beef

$12.99lb.
2/$7

2/$3

Stonyfield
Organic

Milk

WARREN
137 Child Street

401-289-2852
Mon.–Sat. 8am–8pm, 

Sun. 8am–7pm

TIVERTON
492 Main Road
401-816-0862

Mon.–Sat. 8am–8pm, 
Sun. 8am–7pm

MUFFIN OF THE WEEK!

FOR YOUR
POT ROAST!

Fritos
or

Cheetos

16 oz. Varieties
Full Circle
Organic Salsa...........$349

15.5 oz. Varieties
Full Circle Organic
Canned Beans......... $159

Prices in effect  
February

19–25

4 Pack

PRODUCE

4/$5 2/$5 Extra Large
California
Navel

Oranges
$1.69 lb.

1 lb. Bag Little Potato

Potatoes

$5.99$5.99$4.99

$4.996/$3.99 $3.99
SEAFOOD

$8.99

ea.

48 oz.

Pound
Cakes

14 oz.

All Varieties

Busetto
Salami

Florida 
Natural 
Orange 

Juice

Prince Pasta

Newman’s
Pasta
Sauce

Friendly’s
Ice Cream

Tom’s Famous
Clam CakesTom’s Famous

Market Made Sausage
$5.99 lb.

lb.

Oui Yogurt52 oz. Varieties 64 oz.

5 oz. Varieties 7.6 oz.

The Rhode 
Islander 
Panini

SANDWICH
OF THE WEEK!FOR YOUR SALAD OR GRAVY!

All Regularly Priced $1.99 Varieties

All 7–9.25 oz. 
Varieties

$4.99$4.99

Banana
Nut

$5.99
lb.

Bone-In
Sirloin Strip

$8.99lb.

14 oz.

Delicious

Thin Sliced
Snails

Yancy’s
Cheese Wedges

Thin and Tender
Pork Cutlets

$2.99lb.

PREPARED

24 oz.
Excludes Organics

MEAT

Mon.–Sat. 8am–7pm, 
Sun. 8am–6pm

Thin and Tender
Pork Cutlets

JUST LIKEJUST LIKE
VEAL!VEAL!

MEAT

Bone-In
Sirloin Strip

STEAKSTEAK
OF THE WEEK!
OF THE WEEK!

DELI

Tom’s Own

lb.lb.

lb.lb.

Islander 
Panini

OF THE WEEK!

$6.99 
ea.

8 oz. Zaro’s

MUFFIN OF THE WEEK!

Banana

$

5.99

SPECIALTY

Yancy’s

All 
Varieties

PREPARED
Fresh. Local. 

BBQ Chicken
Leg Quarters

PREPARED

Delicious
Old Fashioned
Veal and Peas.......$995

lb.

Tom’s Famous

PRODUCE

$5 Extra Large
California

Newman’s
PRODUCE

WOW!! WOW!!WOW!!

SAVE SAVE $$2!2!
California

Romaine
Hearts

$2.993-pk.

Newman’s

All Varieties
Pepsi 2 Liters ..........2/$5
12 oz. Varieties
Celsius Drinks..........2/$4
Progresso Veggie
Classics Soups
Excludes Traditional
and Reduced Sodium .......2/$4
4 oz. Betty Crocker
Au Gratin or
Scalloped Potatoes 2/$4
All Varieties
Shake ‘n Bake or
Oven Fry Mixes .......$399

28 oz. Varieties
B&M Baked Beans..2/$5 
8 oz. Varieties
Wishbone Dressings.2/$4

16 oz. Varieties
Teddie
Peanut Butter...........$399

24 oz. Varieties
Hunt’s Pasta Sauce . 2/$3
2.6 oz.
Starkist Tuna
Creations Pouches..4/$5

Cheetos

DAIRY/FROZEN

SAVE SAVE $$1!1!

2/$3

Friendly’s

12.99 lb.

FOR YOUR SALAD OR GRAVY!

Sweet & Succulent
Fillet of Sole
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F I R E W O O D  F O R 
S A L E :  J W S t u d l e y 
& Sons.  Cut & split 
seasoned wood. $250/
cord. Est. 1982. Not a fl y 
by night! 641-0212.

WANTED: Ant iques 
and collectibles. Moving 
or just cleaning out? 
We pay more for your 
old jewelry, glassware, 
furniture, pottery, clocks, 
paintings, military items, 
c ro c k s ,  p o s t  c a r d s , 
cameras, photos, old 
coins, etc. For prompt 
and courteous service 
call Bill, 821-0381. 
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Looking for
The Reminder?
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❑ ❑✺✺✺✺✺✺✺ Classified Ad Deadline is

  

Mail or bring your ad to: 

The Reminder
�������������������������������
����
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❑ ��������� ❑ ������
$1.50 per week extra for each. 

��������

����� ________________________________________________________________________________________

�������  _______________________________________________________________________________________

����� ______________________________________________________ ����� _____________________________

�������������
 _____________________________ ��������
�  _____ ���
�	����� __________________________

����������

❑  �����������������������������
�������
�	����������������
Account # ____________________________________________________________

���
��	������� _____________________    ������	�������	��  ________________________

Circle One:

Fax It!
401-732-3110

(Photocopy before Faxing)

������������������

❑ ���������������
$8.00 per week extra for each.

Classified Ad Deadline is
 FRIDAY AT 4PM*
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❑ Miscellaneous
❑ Automart
❑ Real Estate   
❑ Job Market  
❑ Home Improvement 
❑ Entertainment 
❑ Yard Sale
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Classifi eds

Established 1954
Published by Beacon Media RI

Joy Fox ...................................................Publisher
John Howell .................. Publisher Emeritus
Donna Zarrella ..........Advertising Director
Ida Zecco ..................Classified Advertising
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The Reminder
1944 Warwick Avenue, Warwick, RI 02889

(401) 821-2216 � FAX: (401)732-3110

DISPLAY ADVERTISING
Donna Zarrella, Suzanne Wendoloski

PRODUCTION DEPARTMENT
Lisa Bourque Yuettner, 

Monique Rice, Jason Major

To Place a Novena
��������	�����������������������������������
�	������������	���������	�������������	�����

The Reminder
1944 Warwick Avenue
Warwick, RI 02889

(401) 821-2216 � FAX: (401) 732-3110

�������������������������������
���
������������
�����

Deadline is Thursday at 3 pm for publication in the 
following Wednesday’s edition of The Reminder

❑ Prayer to the Blessed Virgin
❑ Prayer to St. Jude
❑ St. Jude Novena
❑ Thanksgiving Novena to St. Jude
❑ Novena to the Sacred Heart
❑ Other (indicate below or send a photo copy)
        ________________________________

Don’t Forget 
Your Initials!

Indicate Initials Here

$12per Novena
Please enclose payment

Checks Payable to: Beacon Media RI

Call Today To Reserve Your Space 821-2216  •  suzannew@rhodybeat.com          

“RANDOM ACTS OF 
KINDNESS...” We could 
all use a little good news 
to brighten our day... Have 
you witnessed a “Random 
Act of Kindness” lately? 
“The Reminder” would 
love to hear about it. 
Please submit your entry 
in writing and we will 
print them anonymously 
on a space available basis. 
Please mail your “Random 
Acts of Kindness” (with 
contact information) to 
The Reminder, 1944 
Wa r w i c k  Av e n u e , 
Warwick RI 02889 or 
email your submission to 
mail@rireminder.com

NEED QUICK CASH? 
Sell your no-longer-used 
items with a REMINDER 
READER AD. Now it’s 
easier than ever. Call 821-
2216 for information. 
All Credit Cards accepted. 

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE IS

THURSDAY AT 3PM

C L E A N U P S :  A t t i c s , 
c e l l a r s ,  g a r a g e s , 
buildings, yards, leaves. 
S o m e  c l e a n o u t s  f o r 
content. Anything hauled 
away. Very reasonable. 
Reliable service! Free 
estimates. Call for your 
small moving needs. Lic. 
#37379/Insured. 30 Years 
of reliable service. 397-
2781 or 741-2781.

Classified Ad Deadline is
THURSDAY AT 3PM

• To fix a hole in drywall that requires 
a healthy helping of joint compound, 
you can cut a piece of screen slight-
ly bigger than the hole and tack it to 
the inside of the drywall. You also can 
wad up a piece of aluminum foil and 
shove it in the hole, pressing it in a bit 
to create a recess for the compound. 
The foil will keep the compound at the 
site of the hole, allowing it to set up 
instead of fall down.

• “I recently did a little work on my 
car, and afterward I washed and waxed 
it. My tools got pretty grimy, so I 
cleaned them too. Since I had the wax 
out, I used it on several of them to keep 
them from rusting in storage.” — via 
email

• Add a softener sheet to your vacu-
um bag or canister when you change 
it. While you clean, you will distribute 
the good smell throughout your home. 
You also can use a cotton ball scented 
with your favorite essential oil or even 
perfume.

• If you have trouble threading nee-
dles, try spritzing some hairspray on 
your finger, and twist the end of the 
thread. It will keep the fibers togeth-
er and stiffen it enough to be easily 
threaded.

• It is possible to save a bit of mon-
ey on car maintenance if you can’t 
change your own oil. Learn common 
add-ons you will be offered at oil and 
lube places. Air filters are surprisingly 
easy to replace on your own, and so 
are windshield wipers. Very often, the 
staff of auto-supply chains will lend 
you tools or even assist you right in the 
parking lot. 

• Got bug bites? Try these for some 
relief from the itching of insect bites: 
apple cider vinegar; a paste of baking 
soda and water, allowed to dry on the 
bite; a similar paste of meat tenderizer 
and water; or antiperspirant.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.
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U S E  O U R  F A X 
SERVICE to send or 
receive documents. . . 
i t ’s  f a s t ,  e a sy,  and 
affordable. Great for 
sending Insurance Forms, 
Mortgage Documents, 
Unemployment Forms, 
Time Sheets and any 
paperwork that needs to be 
received fast. Cost to send: 
S3 for 1st page, $l each 
additional page (+tax). 
Cost to receive: $.75/page 
(+ tax). The Reminder, 
1944 Warwick Avenue, 
Warwick. Phone 821-
2216, Fax 732-3110.

WANTED TO BUY! Old 
coins, collections, silver 
dollars. High prices paid! 
Call 946-1070. 

NEED HELP?
Place your ad in 

The RemindeR’s
JOB 

MARKET
SECTION 

and reach hundreds of 
potential employees.

Ads as low as 
$8.00 per week

Call Us Today at

401.821.2216 
for more info. 

FUN FACT:
The cornea is one of only 
two parts of the human body 
without any blood vessels! 
The cornea is the clear part 
of the eye covering the pupil. 
Cartilage and the cornea 
are the only types of tissue 
in the human body that do 
not contain blood vessels, 
according to scientists at 
the Harvard Department 
of Ophthalmology. (Source: 
Reader’s Digest)

COINS!  LOCAL COIN 
COLLECTOR looking to 
buy some coins or call me, 
and I can give you an idea of 
what your coins are worth. 60-
Year Coventry resident. My 
house, your house or Library. 
A Collector, not a Dealer. 
Call Mark, 401-556-4703.

FREE WOOD PALLETS 
ON-GOING SUPPLY – You 
pick up. Side of building at 
64 Hope Avenue, Hope.

N I N A ’ S  S E W I N G 
MACHINE REPAIR. Call 
588-9788. 

PUPPIES FOR SALE: F2-
BERNEDOODLE. Home 
socialized. Male & Female 
available immediately. 
Embark tested. $2,300 
call: 401-261-5822 

TAX PREPARATION: 
P e r s o n a l  a n d  S o l e 
Proprietor Business by 
David Gagnon. Over 30 
years’ experience.  Honest 
& dependable. Pick-up & 
delivery service available, 
as well as online & via 
USPS. Call or text 401-
215-5970 or email to 
davidgagnontax@aol.com.

• Smartphones and computers 
are notorious for viruses -- but I’m 
thinking of the kind that can make 
YOU sick. These devices are touched 
by us constantly. And then we stick 
them right to our faces! Take the time 
daily to clean off  your device with an 
alcohol wipe to decontaminate it. Your 
respiratory and digestive systems will 
thank you.

• “We are always prompted to 
choose strong passwords, but a 
random collection of letters, numbers 
and special symbols can be hard to 
remember. I make a strong password 
by using a coded phrase, like “My 
three boys are number one,” which 
might be “MY3boysR#1.” Just thought I’d 
share my trick, but not my password!” 
— R.W. in Iowa

• “Sign out of all accounts when you 
are using someone else’s computer. 
I can’t tell you how often I have used 
the computers at the library and 
went to sign into my webmail only 
to fi nd that the previous user’s email 
comes up. Navigating away from a 
page usually doesn’t work, closing the 
browser sometimes doesn’t work, but 
logging off  ALWAYS works. The same 
for shopping sites, like Amazon. If you 
don’t log off , because these sites use 
“cookies” to remember you, someone 
could potentially use your account.” 
— M.L. in Florida
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support
businesses
that keep
your community
thriving

Call Today To Reserve Your Space 821-2216  •  suzannew@rhodybeat.com          

1168 Warwick Ave.
Warwick, RI

401-463-7100
Open Tues., Wed., Thurs. 10-6

Friday 10-4
Closed Sat, Sun, Mon

John L. Spaziano
John W. Spaziano

RegiSteRed OpticianS

If you wear glasses read thIs
two PaIr

eyeglasses

For
$9995

Ft-28 Bifocals $40 additional

+ OR - 4.00 CR39 Lenses coupon must accompany order

SingLe ViSiOn pReScRiptiOn
LenSeS & FRaMe
•	Choose	from	a	specially	selected	

group	of	fashion	frames
•	Extra	charge	for	high	powers

GOULIN STORAGE
STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers 
placed at your location

Call for pricing and availability.

YARD DEBRIS, JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!

Stationary at our 
Johnston location or 
mobile at your location 
for a monthly rental fee. 

Call for our 
pricing & incentive 

programs
for long term use.

VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

OVER 100 CRAFTERS
www.kraftysisters.com

15 Sandy Bottom Rd. Cov. • 401-827-0188

SHOP LOCAL.
EAT LOCAL.
READ LOCAL.
SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
NEWSPAPER.

Interested in advertising here? Contact
Suzanne at SuzanneW@rhodybeat.com

Shop
Online 

Choose Shipping
or Local Pick Up

www.thebathwitch.com
1044 Main Street, Coventry

401-954-1028

(401) 461-5600  www.budgetrooterservice.com

Drain Problem? 
No Problem!

Just Call Jim!
40+ Years of Experience Family Owned

And Operated

Servicing both Commercial and Residential Clients:
Main Sewer Lines • Sinks • Tubs • Showers • Floor Drains

Video Camera Pipe Inspection

“Why Pay More?”

D’s Walk-In Closet
Fabulous Fashions and Accessories

at a FRACTION of Retail

820 Tiogue Ave., Coventry • 821-2100
Tues.-Fri. 10am-5pm; Sat. 10am-4:30pm

Spring Fashions
Now Arriving

20% OFF
ALL WINTER FASHIONS

STORE-WIDE
Sizes XS–3X 

• Painting • Landscaping
• Flooring • Siding
 • Roofi ng
 • Plastering
 • Masonry
 • Carpentry

401-516-4216

• Painting • Landscaping

New Beginnings

EXPERIENCED • LICENSED • INSURED

Read Us Online

24/7
at

RIReminder.com

TIRES

199 Providence St.
West Warwick, RI  
401-822-0014

BRAKE
LABOR
$85UP

PER 
AXLE.

Mon-Fri 9-5 
Saturday 9-2
Closed Sunday

Behind Every Small Business is a Family!

- all minor auto repairs - we buy tires

$15UP
NEW & 
USED

LABOR ONLY. PER AXLE.

RIDER TIRE & CUSTOMS

Look to Someone 
You Can Trust
With years of experience 

to provide you with prompt, 
courteous and professional service.

WE PAY MORE FOR YOUR
Military Items, Jewelry, Coins,

Post Cards, Toys, Photos, Pottery,
Furniture and More!

posted Antiquesposted Antiques

Also Looking to Purchase Estates
ATTIC & CELLAR 

CLEANOUTS OUR SPECIALTY

821-0381821-0381Call Bill

 Family Eye Care | Eye Emergencies
 Glaucoma Testing/Treatment
 Diabetic & Cataract Exams

 Dry Eye Treatment | Contact Lenses
 Laser Vision Correction

 Fashion Eyewear

CoventryEyeCare.com

“It’s Time for Your Eye Exam”

Dr. Richard Liner, 
Optometrist

Dr. Thomas Liner, 
Optometrist

INSURANCE ACCEPTED 

860 Tiogue Avenue, Coventry
828-2020

1171 Main Street, Wyoming
539-7900

P&D Construction LLC
Specializing in Kitchens, Bathrooms, 

Finish, Basements, Windows, 
Doors, Tile, Sheds, Etc.

FREE ESTIMATES
Paul Russo

(401)569-4297
Hdse103@gmail.com

• To fix a hole in drywall that requires 
a healthy helping of joint compound, 
you can cut a piece of screen slight-
ly bigger than the hole and tack it to 
the inside of the drywall. You also can 
wad up a piece of aluminum foil and 
shove it in the hole, pressing it in a bit 
to create a recess for the compound. 
The foil will keep the compound at the 
site of the hole, allowing it to set up 
instead of fall down.

• “I recently did a little work on my 
car, and afterward I washed and waxed 
it. My tools got pretty grimy, so I 
cleaned them too. Since I had the wax 
out, I used it on several of them to keep 
them from rusting in storage.” — via 
email

• Add a softener sheet to your vacu-
um bag or canister when you change 
it. While you clean, you will distribute 
the good smell throughout your home. 
You also can use a cotton ball scented 
with your favorite essential oil or even 
perfume.

• If you have trouble threading nee-
dles, try spritzing some hairspray on 
your finger, and twist the end of the 
thread. It will keep the fibers togeth-
er and stiffen it enough to be easily 
threaded.

• It is possible to save a bit of mon-
ey on car maintenance if you can’t 
change your own oil. Learn common 
add-ons you will be offered at oil and 
lube places. Air filters are surprisingly 
easy to replace on your own, and so 
are windshield wipers. Very often, the 
staff of auto-supply chains will lend 
you tools or even assist you right in the 
parking lot. 

• Got bug bites? Try these for some 
relief from the itching of insect bites: 
apple cider vinegar; a paste of baking 
soda and water, allowed to dry on the 
bite; a similar paste of meat tenderizer 
and water; or antiperspirant.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, 
FL 32803.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc. 
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INVEST IN YOUR INVEST IN YOUR INVEST IN YOUR INVEST IN YOUR INVEST IN YOUR INVEST IN YOUR 
COMMUNITY...COMMUNITY...COMMUNITY...

SUPPORT LOCAL SUPPORT LOCAL SUPPORT LOCAL SUPPORT LOCAL SUPPORT LOCAL SUPPORT LOCAL 
BUSINESSES!BUSINESSES!BUSINESSES!BUSINESSES!BUSINESSES!BUSINESSES!

Tell Them
You Saw It
In The

Reminder!
Support our local

advertisers—and let 
them know you saw 

their ad here!

We Can Help 
You With Your 

Advertising 
Needs!

821-2216

EXPLORING LOCAL FUNGI & FLIES – 
RESCHEDULED

Join the Coventry Public Library and the Coventry Land Trust 
for a special presentation on all things: fungi and fl ies. This 
program was postponed due to weather. The new date is on 
Thursday, February 20, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Coventry 
Public Library, 1672 Flat River Road, Coventry.  Free and open 
to the public. For more information or to RSVP, call Jessica at 
822-9104 or email JCarsten@CoventryLibrary.org. 

SATURDAY GRAB & GO WEEKLY MEALS

Are you or is someone you know an elder in Coventry or West 
Warwick? St. Vincent de Paul Society is offering a warm meal 
from their Saturday Grab & Go weekly meals. To schedule a 
delivery or pick up of a warm meal, please call 828-3090 before 
3PM on Wednesdays. If picking up your meal, please go to the 
OLC School Gym, 445 Washington Street in Coventry, between 
11AM-12PM on Saturday. 

MUSEUM PASSES AT
THE COVENTRY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Did you know you can borrow passes to local museums from 
the Coventry Public Library? Our museum passes can be picked 
up from the library at 1672 Flat River Road, and allow free or 
discounted entrance to museums such as the Nathaniel Greene 
Homestead, the Paine House Museum, Mystic Seaport Museum, 
Plimoth Patuxet Museums, and more! Stop by, see our website, 
or give us a call at 822-6200 for more information. Passes are 
available on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis. 

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN TO KNIT?

If you knit or you would like to learn, join the Knitting Group 
at the Coventry Senior Center, 50 Wood Street, Coventry. The 
group meets on Wednesday mornings at 9:30AM. This is a 
great way to socialize and make new friends. 

PARLONS FRANCAIS!

Parlons Francais meetings will be held from 6-8PM on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month at the West Warwick Youth Center, 
Factory Street, West Warwick. Anyone wishing to revive their 
French-Canadian heritage is welcome. Please call Edith at 919-
0075 or Linda at 580-7832 with any questions. 

COVENTRY SENIOR BAND

The Coventry Senior Band is looking for Musicians. We are an 
all-volunteer band that plays at Senior Centers, Nursing Homes, 
etc. Dust off the old instrument and come have some fun with 
us! Must be 55 years young and have some weekdays free. Call/
Text David at 368-6895 or email walshdavid170@gmail.com. 
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STATE HOUSE –War-
wick resident Pearl Holloway 
was excited to buy her grand-
children Harlem Globetrot-
ter tickets whose lowest 
ticket price at an online site 
was $23.  After promising 
to take them, Pearl was hor-
rifi ed to learn that each of 
those tickets required her to 
pay a $14.75 “service fee” — 
a 64% increase — that raised 
the price for a family of four 
from $92 to $151.  

“I didn’t want to disap-
point my grandchildren, so 

I just bought the tickets,” 
said Holloway, and she is not 
alone. Research has shown 
that 10 specifi c kinds of junk 
fees amount to $90 billion 
per year in the United States, 
or more than $650 per house-
hold per year on average. 

Holloway was so con-
cerned about what she called 
a “bait and switch” that she 
called her friends Senator 
Linda Ujifusa (D-Dist. 11, 
Portsmouth, Bristol) and 
House Speaker K. Joseph 

Shekarchi (D-Dist. 23, War-
wick), also her state repre-
sentative, to see if something 
could be done.

This year, Ujifusa and 
Rep. Brandon Potter (D-Dist. 
16, Cranston) are introduc-
ing  identical bills in the 
General Assembly (2025-S 
0017, 2025-H 5247)  that tar-
get undisclosed mandatory 
fees, such as those typically 
tacked on to event tickets and 
many other products and ser-
vices. The legislation would 
make it a deceptive trade 

practice in Rhode Island to 
advertise, display or offer a 
price for a good or service 
that does not include all 
mandatory fees or charges 
other than government taxes 
and shipping.

“Junk fees go by many 
names — convenience 
charges, facilities fees, ser-
vice charges and more — 
but they are usually just an 
excuse to charge consumers 
more than the advertised 
price of an item or service,” 

said Ujifusa. “If the fee is 
mandatory, it’s part of the 
price. Telling consumers 
that the price is lower is false 
advertising that should be 
prohibited.”

Said Potter, “Junk fees 
are one of the most obvious 
examples of how large cor-
porations rip off everyday 
people every day. Consum-
ers deserve the right to know 
what they’re paying for what 
they buy, and now, with the 
Trump administration shut-
ting down the Consumer 
Protection Bureau, states 
urgently need to step up and 
crack down on corporations 
that make it their business 
model to con people.”

Attorney General Peter 
F. Neronha supports this 
legislation and has said, 
“these types of hidden fees 
make it nearly impossible for 
even the most well-informed 
consumers to price-shop.”

This bill has the support 
of a broad coalition of 52 
consumer advocacy groups. 
In addition, New York, Ten-
nessee, Connecticut, Cali-
fornia, Maryland, Colorado 
and Minnesota have recently 
passed laws that ban junk 
fees and many other states 
are considering doing so.

Customers subjected to 
hidden fees in online ticket 
sales spend significantly 
more than those shown the 
true price up front.

 “If this proposed law 
were in place,” said Ujifusa, 
“my friend Pearl and count-
less other Rhode Islanders 
would be protected from hid-
den mandatory fees and able 
to spend their hard-earned 
dollars on things they really 
want or need.”

1. Property taxes, homeowners’ insurance, and home maintenance required. The home must be your primary residence. 
2. Consult a fi nancial advisor and appropriate government agencies for any e� ect on taxes or government benefi ts.
Branch O�  ce: 1 International Blvd, Suite 900 Mahwah, NJ 07495. NMLS #957935. Licensed by Rhode Island Third Party 
Loan Servicer License 20193879LS, Rhode Island Lender License 20153084LL, MA Debt Collector License DC957935, 
Mortgage Lender License, with reverse mortgage authority ML 957935.

Rewriting the 
Rules of
Retirement
Retirement comes with more time for 
the things you love. A reverse mortgage
can help you fund them.

Pay o�  your existing mortgage to 
eliminate monthly payments 1

Get additional income tax-free cash 
to use for what matters most 2

Continue to own your home just like a
traditional mortgage

NMLS #595725

Contact Carol Miller, your local
Reverse Mortgage Specialist.

(401) 406-1247  (Cell)
carol.miller@longbridge-fi nancial.com

The legislation would make it a deceptive trade 
practice in Rhode Island to advertise, display 
or off er a price for a good or service that does 

not include all mandatory fees or charges other 
than government taxes and shipping.

DEMAND FOR
 PAYMENT

Notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned 
demands payment 
amounts due for the 
undersigned as of 
January 28, 2025

Unit N44 
George Duchesneu 

Amount Due $1145.00

Unit 38 
Justin Ingerson      

Amount Due $510.00

Unit MS8, 23, MS10, & 24 
Troy Costa 

Amount Due $4800.00 

If the above amount 
remains unpaid as of 
February 11, 2025 any right 
to access terminates and 
goods may be sold 
at public auction 
or otherwise disposed 
of in accordance with 
the law. 

TLC MINI STORAGE
389 Mishnock Road           

W. Greenwich, RI 02817
(401) 392-3300

CUTEST PET OF THE WEEKCUTEST PET OF THE WEEKCUTEST PET OF THE WEEK

Want to see your pet in print?
Email your photos to idaz@rhodybeat.com. Include both your 
and your pet’s name and tell us what makes them so special!
Please make sure your photos are in focus. Blurry photos cannot be reproduced.

YOUR AD HERE!
Call 821-2216 to find out

how you can sponsor this space.

CANDY
AND MANDY

These are our girls Candy 
and Mandy, two-year-old 

chiweenies. They love 
snow and baby bunnies.

Companions of
Chris and Al in Coventry

Lawmakers Sponsor Bills 
Banning Hidden “Junk Fees”

Promote your business
to over

18,000 households!

Call 821-2216
to advertise in
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Wood could be having 
a  m o m e n t  a m o n g 
modern home buyers. 
According to the real 
estate experts at Zillow, 
the term “cozy” appeared 
in 35 percent more real 
estate listings in 2024 
than in 2023. Though 
various components can 
help to create a cozy 
vibe inside a home, wood has long been a go-to 
material when interior designers attempt to add 
warmth to a property. The home renovation experts 

at Houzz also cite wood-
infused architectural 
warmth among its 10 
mos t  popular  home 
trends in the coming 
year. Homeowners who 
want to capitalize on this 
trend before putting their 
homes on the market or 
those who simply love 
the idea of adding more 

wood-based warmth in their homes can consider 
installing ceiling beams, wood wall paneling or even 
wood trim throughout their homes.

No two homeowners are the 
same, and that’s perhaps most 
evident in the design decisions 
individuals make when deco-
rating their homes. Flooring is 
among the first things a person 
notices when entering a home, 
and the array of options con-
sumers have when choosing 
flooring materials underscores 
how unique each homeowner is.

Carpeting is a popular flooring 
option. Many homeowners prefer 
carpeting because they feel it 
helps to create a cozy, welcom-
ing vibe in a home. Consum-
ers considering carpet for their 
homes may have some common 
questions, and answers to those 
inquiries can help homeowners 
determine if carpeting is for them.

Is carpeting expensive?
Home renovations are expensive, 
and the cost of a project is often 
the first question homeowners 
have. The cost of carpeting varies 
widely and is contingent on an 
array of variables unique to each 
home and homeowner, including 
square footage, materials chosen 
by the homeowner and the cost 
of labor associated with installa-
tion, which can vary significantly 
between locations. According to 
the online renovation resource 
HomeAdvisor, the average cost 
to install or replace carpet is be-
tween $782 and $2,812. That wide 
range illustrates how much the 
cost of the project will be aff ected 
by variables unique to each proj-

ect. However, even homeowners 
who come in around or above the 
high end of that estimate may find 
carpet installation is among the 
more aff ordable ways to give the 
interior of a home an entirely new 
look and feel.

How diff erent are carpeting 
materials?
Carpeting materials diff er in their 
look, feel and function. The home 
renovation experts at Angi.com 
note that some carpet fibers are 
better suited to areas in a home 
that attract a lot of foot traff ic, 
while others make for better op-
tions in areas with less use, such 
as a bedroom or home off ice. For 
example, Angi.com notes that 
polyester has a luxurious, soft 
feel, making it a strong option 
for bedroom floors. Nylon carpet 

fiber is resistant to stains and 
damage and maintains its height 
under heavy weight, making this 
a good option in heavily traff icked 
rooms. Homeowners can discuss 
each carpeting material with 
their flooring retailer to determine 
which suits their budget and 
which is best in each room of 
their homes.

Is carpet padding a must?
Carpet padding is one of the 
costs associated with carpeting. 
When shopping for carpeting for 
the first time, homeowners may 
notice carpet padding costs on 
their estimate and wonder what 
it is and if it ’s truly necessary. 
Carpet padding is necessary, 
as Flooring101.com notes that it 
keeps the underside of the carpet 
from wearing against the subfloor 

while absorbing the impact of 
foot traffic and furniture. That 
absorption helps to reduce stress 
on the carpet and thus extend its 
life expectancy. Carpet padding 
also can have an insulating eff ect 
and help to reduce sound in a 
room. So while carpet padding 
might be a costly expense on an 
itemized estimate, it’s well worth 
the investment.

Carpeting can help make a home 
feel more cozy and welcoming. 
Homeowners can work with a 
local carpeting retailer to find a 
carpet that meets their needs and 
fits their budget.

TRUST CONSTRUCTION CORP.
Vinyl Siding • Remodeling • Additions • Garages • Sheds •
Decks • Roofs • Replacement Windows & Doors • Flooring

Snowplowing
Free Estimates

Ryan 265-6927Reg. 23872

Licensed - Insured

Free Estimates

David R. Laferriere • 378-4487
Finish Carpenter • Quality Finish Work Since 1980

• New Finish Trim in 
   New or Older Houses
• New Kitchens
• Built in Units

• Wainscoting
• Crown Moldings
• Fireplace Surrounds
• Interior & Exterior Doors

COVENTRY, RI • REG. #22280 • INSURED

PLUMBING & HEATING

DAVE PARRILLO 822-0618Master Plumber
Lic. No. 1636    MP2 #6282

Complete Plumbing & Heating
Installation & Repair Service

Gas Boiler & Water Heater Service & Installation

Common Questions and Answers About Carpeting

Coventry Since 1963

401-828-1919 • sales@lrmr.com

Photos 
on

Exterior & Interior
Sturdy Custom Welded Steel Railings

401-828-1919 • sales@lrmr.com

Save!Save! 20% Discount 
On Winter Orders Through February 28!

Coventry Since 1963

Reilly Fence Inc.
Professional installations of
Vinyl • Wood • Aluminum

Chainlink Fences
Insured • Free Estimates

Call & book an appt. today!
228-3647   Reg. #40392

CARPENTER: 35 Years 
experience. Licensed & 
insured, references and rates. 
Text or call 1-401-426-0828. 

All Phases of Pest Control
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Call John 397-9160

Get the “Bugs Out” with

bugoutpestcontrolne.com
FREE 

ESTIMATES

Bug Out Pest 
Control

�������������
Provide a specialized 
service? Advertise 
it in The Reminder! 
Call 821-2216 today.

HANDYMAN: SMALL, 
ODD JOBS, painting & much 
more. Reasonable. Rich, 206-
6252.

TSU Construction

Expert Tile Installation
Specializing in Backsplashes
Charlie Mischler
556-8134

Free Estimates
Reg. #8795

• KITCHENS  • BASEMENTS 
• CEILINGS • BATHROOMS 
• GAME ROOMS  • FLOORS

We Handle Your Project from Start to Finish. No Project too Small! 
Matola Painting & Remodeling Services, LLC

821-8411 
or facebook.com/MatolaRemodeling

Give Your Home a 
Whole New Look

Insured 
RI Reg #21649

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
PAINTING & REMODELING

Call Today for
a Free Estimate

❂ ❂

❂ ❂

DRYWALL
& PLASTER

HOUSES
ADDITIONS 

REPAIRS
ONE DAY CEILINGS
Call Cory595-8703

Insured. Reg. #33185

Paul Santos
Construction

General Contracting
Windows • Doors • Roofing • Etc.

VINYL SIDING
ROOFING

Senior Discount 10% Off
Insured • Free Estimates

255-6647
RI Reg. #22318

RI Reg.
#5840

40 Years
in Business!

Resid
ential Specialist

R&R Roofing
401-823-1330

Roof Specials on Complete Jobs
All Work Guaranteed!

Richard Rossi, owner
rrossi57@gmail.com

www.randrroofi ngri.com

Free Estimates!

NOW ACCEPTING CREDIT CARDS

Super Service Award Winner 
2013, ’14, ’15,’16, ‘17, ‘18, ‘21

������������� ELECTRICIAN: No job 
too small.  Free estimates.  
RI #A4602. Insured. Jay, 
826-2826. 

Say you saw it in
The Reminder!

Let our advertisers 
know you saw their

ad here!

Over 25 Years of Excellence & Craftsmanship

We Are Your Full Service Construction Provider
of Projects Large & Small

GC-47686 Licensed • Bonded • Insured UU-44279 michael.iarossi@gmail.com

Interior Remodeling
Custom Decks
Custom Barns

General Carpentry

Site Preparation
Custom Homes

Design Build
Landscape Construction

COMPANIES, LLC.

SITE TO FINISH
BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS

401-575-7960

IAROSSI
Consumers considering carpet for their homes may have some questions.

Wood has long been a go-to material when interior 
designers attempt to add warmth to a property.

Home Improvement

Get It Done
Right!

Support the local businesses 
that support your local 

newspaper — hire a Reminder 
advertiser!
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Many components come together 
to create a home interior that 
is welcoming and comfortable. 
Lighting is an important part of 
any design and plays a key role in 
home decor. Lighting can change 
the atmosphere of a room with 
the flip of a switch. Through light-
ing, one can make a space seem 
more cozy, or even make small 
spaces seem more expansive.

Homeowners should not under-
estimate the power of lighting 
in their homes. In addition  to 
making spaces functional and 
more attractive, lighting can 
affect personal well-being, as a 
well-lit room can benefit mental 
health. The following are various 
types of lighting and how they 
can work best in a home.

Ambient
Ambient lighting is blanket 
lighting that is used to evenly 
illuminate a room. Lowes Home 

Improvement says this is the 
general lighting that every home 
needs. Fixtures like overhead 
lights, floor lamps and more 
provide enough light for people to 
function safely indoors. Ambient 
lighting is the foundation for ev-
ery interior lighting scenario, and 
ambient lighting fixtures should 
be featured toward the center of 
the room and closer to the ceiling 
to disperse light more efficiently.

Task lighting
The home improvement firm 
Hiller describes task lighting as 
lighting directed toward a spe-

cific area to give more detail to 
objects. Close-range work such 
as crafting, reading, cooking, 
and desk work requires task 
lighting so projects are effectively 
illuminated. Task lighting can be 
installed anywhere a person re-
quires direct, intense light to see 
details. This means lights can be 
under cabinetry or on a desk for 
reading mail or homework.

Accent lighting
Lowes indicates that accent 
lighting balances lighting and 
spotlights certain points in a 
space. For example, accent light-

ing can be utilized to highlight 
collectibles or artwork. Accent 
lighting may call attention to 
entryways, plants, fireplaces, or 
other points. Accent lighting typ-
ically adds character to a room 
and is not necessarily bright 
enough to sufficiently illuminate 
a space.

Decorative lighting
Decorative lighting is used ex-
clusively for aesthetic purposes, 
according to BLOCC House of 
Interiors. It adds style and drama 
to spaces. Decorative light-
ing fixtures include pendants, 
sconces, chandeliers, and more. 
Decorative lighting also may be 
whimsical, such as fairy lights 
strung in a child’s bedroom or 
neon lights in a home bar or 
sports room.

Separately, these lighting op-
tions may not be enough to suit 
your needs. But when combined, 
these types of lighting help to 
establish an interesting and 
functional home interior design 
that fits with a person’s lifestyle 
and needs.  

Licensed and 
Insured 
Arborist

Specializing 
in Climbing

A Care Tree Service

401-932-3541

Popular Types of Lighting That Can 
Complete Home Decor
These are various 
types of lighting 
and how they 
can work best in 
your home.

(401)397-7662
M&M Paving

❑ Driveways
❑ Parking Lots
❑ Pavers
❑ Sidewalks
❑ Patios Reg. #33777

Fully Licensed and Insured
Free Estimates

paving@mmri.pro

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINE IS 

THURSDAY AT 3PM

401-736-0600

L & L ROOFING

1527 Main Street • West Warwick, RI 02893

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
All Types of Shingle Roofs • Plywood Replacement • Tear-O� s

In Business 25 Years • Reg. #135

(401)823-0490
LLroofing@hotmail.com

Call N�  f�  a
 FREE ESTIMATE

JMD LANDSCAPING & 
REMOVAL SERVICES, 
LLC.: Fall cleanups, curbside 
leaf removal,  crushed 
asphalt driveways, pool, 
shed & camper removal, 
small excavation work/land 
clearing, junk & yard debris 
removal. Insured. RI Reg. 
#001732056. Call 688-4242.

Clean Cut
Painting Services LLC

Glenn Meade (401) 787-5131
Dylan Ellinwood (401) 206-8481
cleancutspainting@gmail.com

Services Available
Residential & Commercial:

Power Washing • Wood Floors
Interior/Exterior Painting

Cabinet Restoration • Deck Staining
Registered 39550 & Insured • Free Estimates

WINTER CLEAN UPS: 
Yards raked, lawns mowed, 
shrubs trimmed, trees 
cut down, brush hauled 
away, debris hauled away. 
Quality work. Excellent 
rates. Doug, 826-3444.

A & A SIMONE
C O N S T R U C T I O N

KITCHENS & BATHS 
Completely Remodeled

40 years experience Free estimates

275-2222 Reg #4508

HANDYMAN WORK
SMALL REPAIRS 
REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS

ADVERTISE
HERE!

CALL 821-2216 
FOR INFO

JD & SON DUCT CLEANING LLC.
Father & Son HVAC Team with 30+ years experience

Cleanings • Repairs • Installs
Maintenance • Dryer Vent Specialists

Furnaces, Condensers, Airhandlers, Mini Splits

FREE ESTIMATES • Call Today (401) 385-9137

Licensed & Insured

Includes FREE Disinfectant and Deodorizing of System
Limited Time Offer – Call Today for More Info!

$100 OFF DUCT CLEANING

UP TO $5000! We buy 
j u n k ,  u n w a n t e d  & 
repairable autos.  Call 
today, gone today. 280-4987.

Painting – Interior / Exterior
Power Washing & Sealcoating
Concrete / Walkways
Demolition / Repointing
Bathrooms / Kitchens
Framing
Finished Basements
Roofing
Full Remodeling
Foundation Repairs and Finish Work

All Jobs Big & Small
H&J Construction

CALL JOHN TODAY! 263-7215

RI Reg #488112

MIKE RAPOSA
PAINTING

Ceiling & Wall Repair
Interior & Exterior

Paint & Stain
Wallpapering
• Organized • Clean
Affordable - Dependable
All Work Guaranteed
No Job Too Small

Quality Workmanship
954-3686

Reg.#14105 Member BBB Free EstimatesReg.#14105 • Free Estimates • Insured

PlasteringPlastering

FREE ESTIMATES

392-3319

PATCHES
REPAIRS
NEW OR

RESURFACED
CEILINGS
& WALLS

Plastering

RI Reg. #2139

FREE ESTIMATES
320-7276
FORMERLY - 392-3319

PATCHES 
REPAIRS
NEW OR 

RESURFACED 
CEILINGS
& WALLS

FREE ESTIMATES
578-1365

PATCHES 
REPAIRS
NEW OR 

RESURFACED 
CEILINGS
& WALLS

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC
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       HIC. 0653192  • RI Lic. #43473
CALL US

401-541-5985 ��
 ­
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GENERATORS: Transfer 
switches installed. Master 
Electrician. RI #A4602. 
Insured. Call Jay, 826-2826.

Pumping
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Ray Plante & Sons Inc.
401-821-2929

Family Owned & operated for over 39 years

24/7 Emergency 
service

Servicing All Of Your Septic Needs

401-821-2929
Family Owned & operated for over 39 years

Servicing all 
your excavation needs
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Septic systems 
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smithreglazing.comsmithreglazing.com
LSmith@smithreglazing.comLSmith@smithreglazing.com

Licensed and Insured #45582

Home Improvement

YOUR AD HERE!
Provide a specialized 
s e r v i c e ?  A d v e r t i s e 
it  in The Reminder! 
Call 821-2216 today.
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Kitchens and bathrooms are two 
popular areas to address when 
renovating a home. Modernize 
Home Services says 26 per-
cent of sellers make bathroom 
improvements to their homes 
before listing. Midscale bath 
remodels will net a return on 
investment of about 64 per-
cent, while a luxury bathroom 
overhaul has an ROI of about 57 
percent. 

When considering bathroom 
renovations, homeowners may 
want to include some unique 
features that can add style and 
function, not to mention some 
much-deserved luxury. With that 
in mind, the following are some 
luxurious features to consider.

• Heated floors: There is some-
thing to be said for stepping out 
of the shower and being met 
with warmth underfoot. Heated 
floors are not just for people 
who live in cold climates, either. 
When the air conditioning is 
pumping on hot days, tile floors 
can feel chilly. Heated floors 
also are aesthetically appealing 
because homeowners don’ t 
have to factor in baseboard 
heaters or forced-air vents.

• Steam showers: There are 
many diff erent steam showers 
on the market, and each can turn 
regular showers into steamy spa-
like enclaves. A steam shower is 
similar to a sauna and utilizes 
a steam generator to produce 
steam in a single area, advises 
Badeloft® Luxury Bathrooms.

• Soaking tub: Although the 
majority of people shower as part 
of their daily hygiene routine, a 
deep soaking tub separate from 
the shower is ideal for those who 
enjoy a good bath. 

• Luxury mirror: Upgrading 
the bathroom mirror to one that 
offers features like defoggers, 
integrated lighting and a dimmer 
setting can elevate the bathroom.

• Floating vanity: A floating 
vanity is mounted directly to the 
wall to leave space underneath. 
Better Homes & Gardens says a 
floating vanity can lend an airy 
feel to a bathroom.

• Frameless shower: A frame-
less (glass) shower door is not 
only luxurious but also functional 
for people who want to age in 
place. With no edge or lip to step 
over to enter the shower, anyone 

with mobility challenges can 
walk into a frameless shower 
safely.

• Water closet: If space allows, 
separating the toilet in a water 
closet from the rest of the bath-
room space aff ords even more 
privacy. Plus, in couple’s bath-
rooms, a water closet enables 
two to use the bathroom at the 
same time for diff erent functions.

• Walk-in-closet: Relocating 
the bedroom closet to right off  
the owner’s bathroom aff ords an 
immediate opportunity to dress 
comfortably, thus streamlining a 
morning routine.

Bathroom renovations are worth-
while investments. Choosing 
some unique upgrades can en-
hance the design and function of 
these important spaces. 

Popular Types of Lighting That Can 
Complete Home Decor

Need Well Water 
Service?

NO WATER?
PUMPS  TANKS

WATER FILTRATION WELL DRILLING
JOHN LEMME formerly of DS Lorenson Well Drilling

 Insured • Licensed in RI #40683 & CT PLM 0288911-J1Call 401-385-3330 24 Hour Phone Line

HAMEL 
FABRICATING
Commercial • Residential
Wrought Iron
• Railings
• Fences
• Security Bars

– Automotive Welding –
120 Hill Farm Camp Rd. Coventry

REPLACE YOUR
OLD TIRED
BULKHEAD
WITH A NEW 
STEEL BULKHEADCommercial • Residential

Custom Made at
Reasonable

Prices

For FREE Estimate Call

397-2687
www.hamelfabricating.com

WINTER IS HERE!
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"When Quality Counts"
CALL KEN TURGEON 
Reg. #15828

K.T. PLASTERING, INC.
We Create Your Walls & Ceilings from Start to Finish

FREE 
ESTIMATES

Interior Specialists
• REPAIRS • REMODELING

• NEW CONSTRUCTION
• CEILINGS & WALLS

Over 40 Years Experience

4018231871

Handyman Jim

401.368.1975
Call Today! 

35 Years in Business

No Job 
Too Small
Licensed & Insured

Gutter
Cleaning

Junk Removal
Cleanouts

Dumpster Rentals
Demo Interior/Exterior

CALL JOHN
401-263-7215

RI Reg #488112 • Insured
Residential & Commercial

■

■ Bucket Truck Work
■ Pruning/Trimming
■ Stump Grinding
■ Full Line of 
   Mulch Products
■ House lots
■ Land clearing

wind, snow or ice damage?wind, snow or ice damage?
call the experts!call the experts!

Established 1982 • Licensed Arborist on Staff
Free Estimates • Lic. #29307 • Insured

J.W. Studley J.W. Studley 
& Sons& Sons

for all your Tree removal Needs

641-0212641-0212

Stock 
up on 

Firewood!
Don’t be Cold
this Winter.

ROO
F!ROOF!

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALISTS
CALL FOR SPECIALS!

Quality Work • All Phases of Roofing 
No Job Too Small

Call John 573-9328
FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED • REG. #22850

DePietro Roofing, Inc.

John’s Construction
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•

H O M E  R E P A I R : 
RI#22931-INSURED. Roof 
& Siding repair - Storm 
doors - Gutter cleaning & 
repairs - Vents - Deck repair 
- Doors & Bulkheads- 
Screens - Chimney caps - 
Pressure washing. KEVIN, 
823-3572 (cell).

When considering bathroom renovations, 
homeowners may want to include unique features 
that can add style and function, not to mention 

some much-deserved luxury.

Soak Up These Luxurious Bathroom Features

Home Improvement
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Call 821-2216 to advertise in The Reminder!

 Laura M. KrohnLaura M. Krohn
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.

Asset Protection • Powers of Attorney
Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications

Wills & Trusts • Probate of Estates

For new clients, please send Laura an email at
appointmentwithlaura@gmail.com

or visit www.seniorguideri.com

April 11, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
April 25, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

May 9, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
May 23, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

Seating is limited to 12 attendees per seminar and reservations are required. 
Please call to reserve your seat.

420 Scrabbletown Road, Suite C | Scrabbletown Professional Center 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 | 401-398-8383

Laura will host Medicaid and Estate Planning Seminars on the following dates:

Johnson & Wales University now offers 
90-credit, in-person three-year bachelor’s 
degrees. These careerfocused programs 
provide a rigorous education in less time, 
allowing students to enter the workforce 
faster with less financial burden. 

CAREER 
OUTCOMES 

RATE

95%
More at 
jwu.edu/3year

Three-Year Degrees
A Faster Path to Future Success

A Rhode Island Senate 
study commission and the 
University of Rhode Island 
will partner with one of the 
nation’s leading medical ed-
ucation consultants to study 
the feasibility of launching 
the Ocean State’s first public 
medical school.

Following a competitive 
request process, Tripp Um-
bach has been selected to 
lead the feasibility study.

The study follows the 
formation of a Rhode Island 
Senate special commission, 
appointed by Senate Presi-
dent Dominick J. Ruggerio 
in July and co-chaired by 
URI President Marc Par-
lange and state Sen. Pamela 
J. Lauria (D- Barrington, 
Bristol, East Providence). 
The commission is charged 
with studying the state’s 
health care workforce with 
a focus on educating and 
retaining primary-care phy-
sicians, as well as examining 
how a medical school at URI 
could help alleviate that crit-
ical need.

“Few issues are as im-
portant as health care, and 
right now, our health care 
system is in critical condi-
tion,” Ruggerio said when 
appointing the commission. 
“Strengthening the prima-
ry-care pipeline is an essen-
tial part of our work to make 
health care more accessible 
and affordable for Rhode 
Islanders.”

Tripp Umbach is a leader 
in economic impact studies 
and consultation services 
for academic medical cam-
puses and medical schools. 
Over the last three decades, 
the firm has measured the 
economic impact of all U.S. 
allopathic medical schools 
and more than 400 teaching 
hospitals for the Associa-
tion of American Medical 
Colleges.

“We are excited to part-
ner with such an experienced 
firm as Tripp Umbach,” said 
Barbara Wolfe, URI provost 
and executive vice president 
for academic affairs. “They 
have worked extensively 
with both allopathic and 
osteopathic medical schools. 
This includes public univer-
sities with medical schools 
centered on primary and 
community care, such as 
the University of Houston 
and Washington State Uni-
versity.”

As part of the study, 
Tripp Umbach will collab-
orate with a broad range 
of stakeholders throughout 
the state, including local 
and statewide health care 
organizations, federal and 
state agencies, research in-
stitutions, medical education 
providers, and policymakers 
and professional associa-

tions. Their collective input 
will help shape the study’s 
direction and outcomes.

Complementing the work 
of the Senate commission, 
the study will evaluate the 
need and feasibility of de-
veloping a medical education 
program at URI, recent-

ly named the number-one 
public university in New 
England by The Wall Street 
Journal. The study will also 
examine and make recom-
mendations regarding work-
force development, medical 
school models, enrollment 
projections, accreditation 
standards, financial viabil-
ity and required resources, 
capacity to support clinical 
training and medical re-
search opportunities.

“Through numerous un-
dergraduate and graduate 
programs in health care 
fields, including several that 
are nationally ranked, URI is 
enhancing the physical and 
mental health of individuals 
and communities locally and 
globally,” said Parlange. “We 
are dedicated to broadening 
our impact for the good 
of the state, and we look 
forward to partnering with 
health care providers and 
elected officials to examine 
the need for and feasibility 
of a public medical school 
for the benefit of all Rhode 
Islanders.”

Rhode Island is expe-
riencing a net loss of pri-
mary-care clinicians, and 
the shortage is expected to 
worsen in the years ahead. 
The inability of many Rhode 

Island residents to find pri-
mary-care physicians is re-
sulting in the use of com-
munity health centers and 
urgent care facilities to meet 
their medical needs, which 
strains resources and creates 
additional pressures on the 
health care system.

“As a double alumna of 
the University of Rhode Is-
land, I am proud to co-chair 
the Senate commission, 
which could help reshape 
the future of higher educa-
tion at the university,” said 
Lauria. “The central ques-
tion before our commission 
is how we can best address 
the serious challenges facing 
primary care in our state. 
Rhode Island is on track to 
be short about 100 prima-
ry care providers by 2030, 
which could leave 180,000 
Rhode Islanders without 
access to primary care cov-
erage. It is imperative that 
we act thoughtfully, expe-
ditiously and decisively to 
strengthen the primary-care 
workforce and pipeline in 
Rhode Island.”

Rhode Island is home to 
a private medical school – 
the Warren Alpert Medical 
School of Brown University 
– but no new medical schools 
have been established in 
the state since 1972 and no 
public medical school exists 
in the state.

The final feasibility re-
port is expected in June. The 
commission is scheduled to 
issue its recommendations to 
the Senate by Dec. 20.

The inability of many Rhode Island residents to 
find primary-care physicians is resulting in the 

use of community health centers and urgent 
care facilities to meet their medical needs, 

which strains resources and creates additional 
pressures on the health care system.

With state’s primary-care crisis as backdrop, 
study will focus on feasibility.

RI Senate, URI to Explore 
Public Medical School

Photo by jodie covington on Unsplash

A LOVE STORY: 
OUR JOURNEY WITH ALZHEIMER’S 

Join ProJo columnist Colleen Mellor as she shares the deeply 
personal journey she and her husband have faced over the past 
10 years since his Alzheimer’s diagnosis.  Colleen will offer 
practical insights and strategies that have helped them both 
manage the challenges of caregiving. Wednesday, February 26, 
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at the Coventry Public Library, 1672 Flat 
River Road, Coventry. We encourage you to bring family and 
friends to this program, and it is free and open to the public! 
For more information or to RSVP, call Jessica at 822-9104 or 
email JCarsten@CoventryLibrary.org. 

HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (HEAP)

Having trouble paying your heating bill? The Home Energy 
Assistance Program (HEAP) helps income eligible families pay 
their heating bills. The HEAP is a Primary Grant that is sent 
directly to your utility company or fuel provider, and it will be 
credited on your bill. You don’t need to have an unpaid bill, 
you can either rent or own your home, and must meet current 
gross income guidelines. Please call 732-4660, Ext. 175 for 
more information. 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

In need of medical equipment? The following locations are 
good resources: Robert J. Allen Masonic Medical Equipment 
Distribution Center, 116 Long Street in Warwick (across from 
St. Rose & Clement Church). Open Fridays from 9AM-12PM, 
pre-owned equipment - loaned at no cost. 451-0184. Ocean 
State Center for Independent Living, 1944 Warwick Avenue in 
Warwick. In need of wheelchairs, grab bars, walkers, transport 
chairs, toilets, wheelchair ramp, etc.? Call 738-1013, Ext. 13 or 
visit www.oscil.org Coventry-West Greenwich Lions, 821-7219 
or 392-3063. 

By Lucie Winborne  
• The Lat te Index, which was 
developed by The Wall S treet 
Journal, compares the price of a tall 
Starbucks latte in dozens of cities 
around the globe to estimate which 
currencies are overvalued and 
undervalued.

• While Finland refers to itself as 
the “Land of 1,000 Lakes,” it actually 
contains 188,000.

• Gucci manufactured a pair of 
jeans named the Gucci Genius Jeans 
that sold for an astonishing $3,134.

• In 1859, America was swept by 
a moral panic over young people 
playing ... too much chess.

• Fif teen minutes of shivering 
from cold temperatures can be the 
metabolic equivalent of one hour 
of exercise.

• At the age of 104, a fellow by the 
name of Jack Reynolds became the 
oldest known person to get a tattoo. 
He followed that up by becoming, at 
age 105, the oldest person to ride on 
a roller coaster.

• In 2009, an Italian neurosurgeon 
had a heart attack in the middle of 
performing surgery. He powered 
through it when he realized his 
patient wouldn’ t recover i f he 
stopped. Half an hour after finishing 
the surgery, the dedicated doctor 
had an angioplasty.
(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Village
Warwick

comes to
A

Volunteers with the Warwick Village presented to the city council in the fall of 2024. Submitted photo.

Warwick Village 
Launch 

February 26, 2025 • 10 a.m.
Tri City Elk Lodge #14

Upper Level
1915 W. Shore Road 

After more than a year of planning by 
residents, alongside the Village Common 
of Rhode Island, Warwick’s Village for 
older adults is becoming a reality. 

There will be an opportunity to cel-
ebrate this milestone and to learn more 
about how the Village supports older 
adults in the community on Feb 26 at the 
Elk Lodge on West Shore Road. 

The village concept is neighbors help-
ing neighbors in a formal, sustainable or-
ganization. Older adults can get trusted 
help when they need it and stay social, pre-
venting the negative effects of isolation.

According to a press release, the War-
wick Village is always looking for volun-
teers to fill a variety of roles, from serving 

on the steering committee to helping older 
residents who are just feeling lonely and 
need someone to talk to. 

“We can provide rides to doctor’s of-
fices, to the market, pharmacy or other er-
rands, and do shopping for the member,” 
Caroline Dillon, executive director of the 
Village Common told the Warwick Beacon 
in November when the Warwick Village 
was still in its early organizing phase. 

“We offer home help, which includes ba-
sic maintenance, such as replacing a battery 
in a smoke detector, changing a light bulb 
or removing seasonal items…We all need 
some technology help, setting up new de-
vices. We have volunteers ready,” she said.

According to Dillon, volunteers must 

complete a required background check. 
Villagers can also be volunteers, which Dil-
lon says has happened often across Rhode 
Island’s other villages. Interested potential 
villagers, she continued, can meet with the 
organization’s membership ambassadors at 
their homes or at another location.

“We want to be sure that a village is a 
good fit for the perspective member and ex-
pectations are understood,” she said.

The Village Common of RI is a volun-
teer-driven, membership based, nonprofit 
organization with villages in Aquidneck 
Island, Barrington, Burrillville, Edgewood, 
Gloucester, Providence and Westerly. Each 
village has members and the volunteers 
who assist them, supported by the small ad-
ministrative staff of The Village Common 
of RI. People can be both members and vol-
unteers. 

Formed in Providence in 2015, The Vil-
lage Common of RI was inspired by the 
first village created by neighbors in the 
Beacon Hill section of Boston in 2002. 
These friends developed a formal network 
of volunteers available to help members 
with some of the challenges people experi-
ence as they age.  

Each village reflects the needs of older 
adults in the community in which it op-
erates. Villages are increasingly serving 
older adults in under-resourced communi-
ties with diverse populations. Members of 
Rhode Island villages pay dues based on 
what is financially manageable for them. 

According to organizers, the Villages 
also rely on collaborations and partner-
ships to leverage their resources and bet-
ter serve older adults. They partner with 
health care agencies and providers, senior 
centers, educational institutions, service 
clubs, for-profit businesses, faith-based 
groups, and organizations in the aging ser-
vices network. They strive not to duplicate 
services but rather enhance connections to 
resources.

If you’re interested in learning more 
about joining the Warwick Village as a 
volunteer or member, please contact us at 
warwick@villagecommonri.org or at 401-
515-5118.

Visit our website to learn more about 
The Village Common of RI (www.village-
commonri.org).

With reports from Joy Fox and Adam 
Zangari.

Issues call for more volunteers, villagers
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When orthopedic conditions cause pain and limit mo-
bility, patients have one goal in mind: get better. But get-
ting better doesn’t just mean improving symptoms — it 
means getting better focus on your unique needs, better 
expertise from highly trained orthopedic professionals, 
and better recovery that helps you get moving again.

That’s why Ortho Rhode Island provides world-class 
orthopedic care to locations throughout Rhode Island, in-
cluding their new office at 1524 Atwood Ave., Suite 138 
in Johnston, RI. Their expert providers help patients have 
better experiences from diagnosis through rehabilitation, 
utilizing individualized care plans backed by the latest in-
novative treatments and technologies.

Ortho Rhode Island has pioneered robotic-assisted 
knee and hip replacement procedures in southern New 
England, introducing the technology to Rhode Island in 
partnership with South County Health. And as experts in 
the field, Ortho Rhode Island surgeons have contributed to 
the development and training of robotic-assisted surgeons 
around the world.

Their leadership in innovation extends to spine care 
that includes non-operative treatments like physical thera-
py, injections, and medications, as well as state-of-the-art 
spine surgery. Ortho Rhode Island’s fellowship-trained 
spine surgeons were the first in Rhode Island to perform 
robotic-assisted procedures using ExcelsiusGPS®, a ro-
botic navigation platform that can provide greater preci-
sion and improve outcomes. 

When clinically appropriate, Ortho Rhode Island offers 
surgical procedures at the Ortho RI Surgery Center, an 
outpatient surgical facility in Warwick, RI that provides a 
safe, comfortable, and convenient setting for patients and 
their loved ones. 

Ortho Rhode Island’s team of sports medicine surgeons 
and specialists restores patients’ function and mobility af-
ter injury. From weekend pickleball players to avid gar-
deners to athletes at the youth, high school, college, and 
professional levels, they help return active people of all 
ages and skill sets to the everyday movements that matter 
most to them. 

Ortho Rhode Island serves as the Exclusive Orthopedic 
Partner and Official Team Physicians of Rhode Island FC, 
Official Team Orthopedics and Sports Medicine Providers 
for the University of Rhode Island, orthopedic care pro-
viders for Johnson & Wales University, proud partners of 
Providence College Athletics, Official Orthopedic Partner 
of Rhode Island Interscholastic League, and Official Or-
thopedic Partner of Cranston League for Cranston’s Fu-
ture.

So no matter who you are or what activity you’d like 
to return to — walking the beach, competing in a sport, 
chasing after grandchildren — you deserve to get better: 
better expertise, better care, better outcomes. Learn how 
Ortho Rhode Island can help you get better by scheduling 
an appointment at 401.777.7000 or by visiting OrthoRI.
com.

Joint pain slowing you down?

Take the first step toward better today.

Visit us at our new Johnston office.

You deserve better

401.777.7000  |  orthopedicsri.com

All major insurances accepted.

Ortho Rhode Island’s team of experienced 
orthopedic specialists believes in getting you 

back to what matters most. We offer 
an innovative, individualized approach that 

can help you find the optimal treatment 
pathway for your joint pain, from non-operative 
treatments like physical therapy and injections 

to state-of-the-art robotic-assisted surgery.

JOHNSTON  |  MIDDLETOWN  |  PROVIDENCE  |  WAKEFIELD  |  WARWICK  |  WESTERLY

How Ortho Rhode Island
Helps You Get Better

b y E L A I N E  M .  D E C K E R

Ah, February! The month of great loves! With no dis-
respect to my husband of 34-plus years, I’ve been think-
ing about the loves of my earlier life. That in turn had 
me thinking about famous couples. What really started 
this was the recent death of President Jimmy Carter. He 
lived to 100 and had a 77-year marriage with his late wife 
Rosalynn. He first laid eyes on her when she was a new-
born and three-year-old Jimmy peeked over her crib. His 
mother had helped to deliver her.

The Carters were inspiring both because of their lon-
gevity and marriage. Either one would be worth writing 
about. Without a long life, it would be difficult to celebrate 
a very long marriage. But some historical love affairs 
continue to be remembered because of their greatness, 
regardless of how long they endured. The earliest couple 
that comes to my mind is Antony and Cleopatra, made 
memorable in the 1963 film starring Richard Burton and 
Elizabeth Taylor. The tumultuous Burton—Taylor affair 
that ensued (including being twice married to each other) 
is one of the great love matches of all time.

Several other acting couples had love affairs or mar-
riages that we still remember decades later. The most fa-
mous is probably Humphrey Bogart and Lauren Bacall. 
Both had other marriages and affairs, yet we always think 
of Bogie and Bacall when we think of great loves. The lyr-
ics of Key Largo play a role in keeping those names paired 
in our memories.

We had it all
Just like Bogie and Bacall,

Starring in our own late, late show
Sailing away to Key Largo.

A more conventional love and marriage of actors worth 
celebrating is that of Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward. 
They were married for 50 years when Paul died in 2008.  
Joanne was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease the year 
before Paul died. At last report, she was in hospice care.

We can’t very well talk about Butch Cassidy without 
mentioning the Sundance Kid. Newman’s costar in that 
movie also had a long marriage. He and his first wife Lola 
were together for 28 years. Regrettably, they divorced in 
1985. He married again in 2009 and appears to still be 
with his second wife.

Some others in long marriages, unusual for actors, are 
Denzel and Pauletta Washington, who’ve been married 
for nearly 40 years. They met on the set of a TV movie in 
1977 and started dating a year later. Denzel said Pauletta 
turned down his marriage proposal twice before accepting 
it. They married in the ‘80s.

Another long-term acting couple are Tom Hanks and 
Rita Wilson. They met in 1981 on the set of a TV com-
edy and their paths crossed again in 1985 while filming 

a movie. By 1988 Hanks and Wilson were married, and 
they’ve been together ever since. That’s 36 years! 

One long lasting love that can’t easily be categorized is 
that of Oprah Winfrey and Stedman Graham. They met in 
1986 and have been together since then. Winfrey has talk-
ed about why they haven’t married even after she accepted 
Stedman’s proposal. “I wanted to know he felt I was wor-
thy of being his missus, but I didn’t want the sacrifices, the 
compromises, the day-in-day-out commitment required to 
make a marriage work.” For a relationship to last 38 years 
even without “a ring on it” clearly meant compromises 
and commitment, though perhaps not day-in-day-out.

Politics can also support great loves. Barack and Mi-
chelle Obama, President and First Lady of the United 
States from 2009 to 2017, met when they were both work-
ing at a law firm in Chicago. They married in 1992. The 
Obamas often speak about their marriage of 32 years, in-
cluding how their relationship continues to flourish now 
outside of the White House.

The music entertainment field is not normally condu-
cive to long relationships, what with touring and hangers-
on. Country music’s most iconic couple, Tim McGraw and 
Faith Hill, have put the lie to that. They’ve been together 
for more than 28 years. They met for the first time in 1994, 
married in 1996, and have since had three children. Garth 
Brooks and Tricia Yearwood are another long-married 
country music couple, though not as long as Tim and 
Faith. Garth and Tricia have been together since 2005.

You can no doubt think of other couples that can cel-
ebrate great loves. They’re all around us. Perhaps you’re 
in one yourself. If so, congratulations! If not, it’s never 
too late to begin one and February is the perfect month 
to do it!

Copyright 2025 Business Theatre Unlimited

Elaine M. Decker’s books include Retirement Downsizing—A 
Humorous Guide; Retirement Sparks; Retirement Sparks Again; 
Retirement Sparks Redux; and CANCER: A Coping Guide. Her 
essays appear in the anthologies: 80 Things To Do When You Turn 
80 and 70 Things To Do When You Turn 70. All are available on 
Amazon.com.

Contact her at: emdecker@ix.netcom.com 

Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter photographed by Ansel Adams in 1979. 
Courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution

FEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARYThe Month of Love
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ASSISTED LIVING

A Not for Profit Organization                  CareLink Member

401-461-1444

Accepting admissions in our Assisted Living
The Destination of Choice for Wellness and Eldercare 

Call for more information about our new “Senior Living Option”

www.ScandinavianCommunities.org

50 Warwick Avenue, Cranston, RI  02905

Nursing Homes Redefined

Four GREEN HOUSE® Homes are located on the 
Saint Elizabeth Community campus in East Greenwich.

A unique model of eldercare for Rhode Island

 n  Four single-level homes built to provide space for 
both privacy and community

n  Each home has 12 private bedrooms with 
private bathrooms

n  Shared community space includes a great room, den, 
fireplace, spacious kitchen and dining room, 

screened porch and patio area

n  24/7 nursing and CNA care

Call 401.336.3542

Learn more at
stelizabethcommunity.org/greenhousehomes

Member Saint Elizabeth Community
A non-pro it, nonsectarian 501(c)(3) charitable organization and a CareLink Partner

You have options when it comes to 
making decisions about long-term care. 

When choosing long-term care, families 
sometimes wait until they experience a crisis 
and then are forced to make a decision dur-
ing less than ideal circumstances. Although 
moving into a skilled nursing home is a won-
derful option, it’s not the only one, and it 
doesn’t always need to be the first step. 

You can decide what is best for you with 
the assistance of an Aging Life Care Spe-
cialist like Sheri Ferola with Saint Eliza-
beth Community, who explains, 

“We work with our clients to find the best 
fit for them at this moment in time, while 
planning out their long-term options. We 
take a holistic approach in assessing their 
needs then we help guide them through the 
process. And we’ll be there with them for 
the duration, adapting with them as chang-
es occur.” 

Here are some options in the continuum 
of care that an Aging Life Care Specialist 
can evaluate with you. 

Home Care
We hear a lot of talk about aging in place 

where we have the opportunity to grow old-
er in the comfort of our own home. Home 
care is a great way to make that happen. Let 
caring qualified staff come to your home to 
provide services that include skilled nurs-
ing, rehabilitation, physical therapy, CNA 
care, personal assistance and more.

Adult Day 
One of the key ingredients of aging well 

is remaining active, physically and men-
tally. Adult Day Centers provide engag-
ing and supportive activities all day long 

under the supervision of health care staff 
who offer assistance with everything from 
personal care to medication management. 
Many programs offer specialized care for 
elders affected by conditions like memory 
loss or motion and mobility disorders.

Senior Apartments 
For older adults who live indepen-

dently but wish to be in a community of 
their peers, senior apartments are a great 
alternative. Many housing complexes of-
fer safe and affordable spaces that include 
resources like security and onsite resident 
services. 

Assisted Living 
Assisted living provides independent liv-

ing much like senior apartments but with 
additional support and attention. Nursing 
and CNA staff help residents with their 
daily care. Dining, laundry and other per-
sonal services are available as well. And 
there are always fun social activities to 
keep everyone active and engaged. 

Skilled Nursing Home
Whether for short-term rehabilitation 

or as a long-term resident, skilled nursing 
homes offer the ultimate in quality care. 
Staff build relationships with the members 
of the community and are able to monitor 
and assess their health on a daily basis. 
Specialized units may focus on memory 
care or physical activity, depending on the 
needs of each resident. 

Before you decide on your long-term 
care, consider the wide range of options 
available to you.

Being parents of 
two adult sons and 
a daughter, my wife 
and I have attended 
countless soccer, baseball, basketball, foot-
ball games, dance recitals, and high school 
cheerleading performances. The cycle re-
peated itself when my twin granddaughters 
Kailyn and Sophia, now age 21 and in their 
last year of college, competed in hundreds 
of softball, volleyball, and soccer games, 
ran track, and cheered for the St. Raphael 
Academy football team.

These athletic events all had one com-
mon thread. They were held in mostly 
warm environments. While some football 
games and a few early season baseball and 
softball games were held during spring and 
fall when the weather had a chill in the air, 
they do not compare our newest adventure-
high school hockey games. My grandson, 
15-year-old freshman Nicholas, is a left-
winger on the Blackstone Valley Schools 
varsity team. Consequently, we are being 
introduced an entirely new athletic circuit.

In our tour of the state’s high school 
hockey arenas, we have discovered sites 
that are reasonably comfortable. Schneider 
Arena at Providence College, the Smith-
field Rink and Thayer Rink in Warwick 
are okay. Things start to get chillier at the 
Rhode Island Sports Center on Route 146 
in North Smithfield, the Burrillville High 
School Rink and the Boss Arena at the 
University of Rhode Island in Kingston. 

The deep freeze begins at the Cranston 
Memorial Ice Rink. But nothing is as arc-
tic as the Dennis M. Lynch Arena in Paw-
tucket. My wife and I have speculated that 
the heat was last turned on at this venue 
in 1982. If that wasn’t cold enough, brain-
freezing ventilation drifts through the rink. 
As you sit and observe the action on the 
ice, you are almost frozen in place on the 
aluminum benches. And I’m grateful that 
high school hockey periods last 15 minutes 
instead of the standard 20 minutes.

The heat, what little there is, can be en-
joyed if you take refuge in the lobby and 
thaw out for about 10 minutes between the 
second and third periods when the Zam-
boni resurfaces the ice. The Zamboni is 
not used between the first and second pe-
riods when the teams gather around their 

coaches to review 
the action and get 
instructions for the 
last period. So you 

endure the igloo atmosphere in frigid si-
lence, insulated with a long-sleeve t-shirt, 
flannel shirt, a wool toque topped by a 
hooded sweat shirt, a winter coat, gloves 
and a scarf as you huddle under a blanket. 
(I am NOT exaggerating).

My memory harkens back to those win-
ter Sunday evenings spent at the old Rhode 
Island Auditorium on North Main Street 
watching the Providence Reds battle their 
American Hockey League foes like the 
Quebec Aces, Rochester Americans, Her-
shey Bears, Springfield Indians, and the 
Buffalo Bisons for the Calder Cup (the AHL 
equivalent of Lord Stanley’s National Hock-
ey League prized trophy). While I recall it 
being reasonably comfortable at the Audito-
rium, the cigarette and cigar smoke would 
rise to the rafters and could obscure some of 
the action on the ice by the third period. 

The move to the Providence Civic Cen-
ter in 1972 (now the Amica Mutual Pavil-
ion) somehow took some of the aura away 
from the ritual Sunday contests at the old 
“barn.” I also saw the rodeo, the circus, and 
the Boston Celtics, with roundball legends 
such as Bob Cousy and Bill Russell, play 
the Cincinnati Royals, featuring Hall of 
Famer Oscar Robertson at the Auditorium. 
I also skated there during open skating ses-
sions.  

At any rate, I’m sitting here at the fro-
zen tundra that is the Lynch Arena and en-
joying every minute. I wouldn’t want it any 
other way.
Larry Grimaldi is a freelance writer from 
North Providence. Larry and his wife Kathy 
are co-authors of “Wandering Across Amer-
ica,” a chronicle of their cross-country road 
trip, and “Cooking with Mammie,” a col-
lection of family recipes prepared with their 
grandchildren. He has also written the anthol-
ogies,“50 Shades of Life, Love, and Laughter, 
Volumes I & II.”  The anthologies are a col-
lection of previously published columns, used 
with the permission of Beacon Communica-
tions. For more information, or comments, 
e-mail lvgrimaldi49@gmail.com or visit fruit-
hillpublishing.my.canva.site 

Choosing the Long-Term Care 
That’s Right for You 

Frozen...Rhode Island Style
MY SIDE OF THINGS
b y  L A R R Y  G R I M A L D I
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Home is where the heart is, 
treat it with loving care.

Sellers, getting ready to list your home in the spring?
Buyers, looking to start the purchase process?

Get your ducks in a row
Call me for updated information and 

start a plan to reach your goals.
Call me for updated information and 

Donna DeLauro, Realtor with

Real Estate Center
DEDICATED TO PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE MY CLIENT’S DESERVE

www.maturemattersrealestate.com 401.486.6044

Laura M. KrohnLaura M. Krohn
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.ELDER LAW ATTORNEY, INC.

Asset Protection • Powers of Attorney
Medicaid Planning • Medicaid Applications

Wills & Trusts • Probate of Estates

For new clients, please send Laura an email at
appointmentwithlaura@gmail.com

or visit www.seniorguideri.com

April 11, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
April 25, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

May 9, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm
May 23, 2025 – 10:00am-12:00pm

Seating is limited to 12 attendees per seminar and reservations are required. 
Please call to reserve your seat.

420 Scrabbletown Road, Suite C | Scrabbletown Professional Center 
North Kingstown, RI 02852 | 401-398-8383

Laura will host Medicaid and Estate Planning Seminars on the following dates:

Are you one of the nearly 190,000 
Rhode Islanders over age 65? You 
are in good company; you are part 
of the fastest growing population in 
the Ocean State.  

I’m excited to introduce you to Rhode Island’s Office 
of Healthy Aging (OHA). We are your partner and funded 
with your tax dollars. OHA creates policies and programs 
to support your goals for aging and supporting your inde-
pendence. OHA is a state agency which exists to help you 
find the information you need - 
when you need it.

So, each month you can look 
to this place, this column, to 
learn more about the important 
role OHA plays in advocating 
for older adults, adults living with disabilities, and care-
givers. Our mission is to provide you with the resources 
needed to live with dignity, security, and achieve maxi-
mum independence for your desired quality of life. 

How we each choose to age — or grow old — is just 
that, a choice which looks different for each and every one 
of us. The team at OHA works as advocates and connec-
tors, educators and protectors, for all our aging Rhode Is-
landers. Rhode Island has a larger than average older adult 
population. 

Eighteen percent of our neighbors are over the age of 
65, and nearly 40 percent of the state’s population is 50 
or older. We’ve built relationships with other state agen-
cies and community partners to identify where each of our 
strengths and obligations lie. 

As a third generation Rhode Islander, I know the 
Ocean State is a great place to grow up. It is also a great 
place to grow old. Part of what makes it great is our state’s 
commitment to create support systems to allow people to 
thrive as they age.  The team at OHA, alongside our com-
munity partners, works to create a Rhode Island that not 
only meets the basic needs of older adults but also ensures 
their full participation in society, in their communities, as 
they age.  We must embrace each other through different 
stages of life and different times of need. Supporting older 
adults living in our communities’ benefits everyone. El-

ders enrich society and contribute 
to our collective well-being. 

 We all know, or are, someone 
who is an older adult, an adult 
with a disability, or has taken on 

caregiving duties. The work of our office touches every-
one in the state.  By helping older adults, we honor their 
lives and help them age with purpose and dignity. 

As you have aged, no doubt you have made plans. 
You’ve thought about where you’ll work, and for how 

long; where you’ll live; how you’ll 
spend your time; and who you’ll 
spend your time with. There are 
many challenges to planning. 
You may not know your options 
or how to pursue your goals. You 

may not know the resources available to you. What may be 
more challenging, however, is when an unexpected event 
disrupts your plans. That’s where the work of the Office of 
Healthy Aging can provide a compass. 

You are not alone. 
Whether you want to improve or maintain your physi-

cal health, learn something new, navigate dementia care, 
transportation resources or need support as you care for 
your loved ones, each month we’ll highlight different re-
sources and opportunities to be sure that you continue to 
live as you desire.  

Imagine the diversity of interest and need of the 
190,000 older adults in RI.

We have an obligation and are determined to be ac-
cessible and responsive to the needs of our aging adults. 
That means future months we may highlight services for 
those who are homebound, opportunities to engage your 
community, programs focusing on physical accessibility, 
or multi-lingual or LGBTQ seniors. 

But this month, I leave you with the most important 
resource. Rhode Island’s Aging and Disability Resource 
Center is the best first call to ask your questions and get 
answers, 401-462-4444.  Learn more about our Office at 
oha.ri.gov, or pop into your local senior center.

Maria Cimini is the director of the Rhode Island Office of 
Healthy Aging. 

Office of Healthy Aging Explained 
b y M A R I A  C I M I N I

Our house backs up to a grassy 
hill that rises up to a stand of trees. 
We have a fence back there, but it’s 
a short picket fence allowing a view 
of all the woodsy goings-on through 
the seasons.

In spring and summer, it’s alive with activity. The drab 
grays and browns turn all shades of green — each tree 
a different forest hue from the rich deep emerald grassy 
meadow. Rabbits and squirrels dart here and there — in 
constant motion — or sit stock still as hawks or other birds 
of prey glide high above the treetops.

In fall, the colors are glorious — moving from green 
to brilliant orange, red, yellow, and deep purple. We’ve 
seen turkeys strutting their stuff — usually a group — a 
large tom spreading his bronze-green iridescent arc of tail 
feathers accompanied by his harem. One time they came 
through the back gate, which had come unlatched in the 
wind, and trooped into our backyard — first the tom and 
then the ladies, one at a time. They checked out the picnic 
table, foraged a bit through the fading flower beds, and 
peered at the back deck — eyeing the stairs but appar-
ently thinking better of climbing them. As if they were a 
collection of sightseeing tourists, just arrived and eager to 
explore their latest stop. Their mission accomplished, the 
tom led the crew down the driveway and out to the street 
where they calmly paraded onward to their next destina-
tion.

We saw a full antlered 
deer back there once and 
another time two coyotes 
staked their claim on top of 
the hill for several days — 
sitting as if all was well in 
their world, soaking up the 
sun, ears alert, noses in the 
air. Nothing moved while 
they were in residence. 
Usually chittering squir-
rels and playful rabbits are 
in abundance — rough and 
tumbling, dashing across 
the meadow, disappearing 
into the trees and bushes, 
but there were no signs of 
life that week when the coy-
otes were kings of the hill.

In winter the trees are 
brown and bare, but we 
still see birds. The cardi-
nals and blue jays provide 

dashes of color that brighten the 
grayness and when there’s snow 
— their reds and blues are a vivid 
reminder that beauty is all around 
us even in winter’s darkest days. 

Winter weather is tough 
sometimes — disrupting travel and canceling activities 
and putting life on hold as we deal with the onslaughts of 
snow and ice. But sometimes the quiet overnight snowfalls 
are peaceful and we wake to see our world covered in a 
soft white blanket transforming our normal outside view 
from drab to clean bright white.

And most times when this happens I can see the tell-
tale signs of the winter animals going about their noctur-
nal or early-morning travels. For some reason, this rather 
delights me. Tracks of various sizes and shapes appear 
near the back fence at different starting points and mean-
der about — some heading straight across the backyard to 
the large ancient maple tree standing tall and bare. Some 
tracks go in arcs and circles, stopping at different parts of 
the yard and continuing on to another stopping place, or 
doubling back or crisscrossing other sets of tracks. Foot-
prints in the snow that leave a temporary record of nature’s 
never-ending activity in what we call the dead of winter. 
But nature and life continue to hum — very much alive 
even as the land seems to lie dormant — quiet, idle, asleep.

There is an elderly man who lives in our neighborhood. 
I don’t know his name — we’ve never met — and for years 
he rode his bike slowly down our street and past our house 
every morning. Then there was a time when we didn’t see 
him and we wondered what had happened. But eventually 
he resumed his morning outings — only this time walk-
ing very slowly using a cane. And this has now become 
his daily routine. One step in front of the other — mak-
ing tracks of a different kind — leaving footprints in my 
mind. Footprints that tell of his perseverance, his courage, 
his motivation to keep moving and to keep going despite 
the difficulties. 

He reminds me that we all leave footprints of our time 
on earth. The footprints we leave are our legacy. We were 
here and every one of us makes a difference in our own 
unique way. Footprints in the snow — tracks that signify 
that life goes on and that it is meaningful and purposeful. 
That something living has left its mark on earth.

My neighbor’s footsteps are leaving a mark on me with-
out his even knowing it. Footprints that silently teach me 
how to gracefully and courageously move through the sea-
sons of my life. And remind me that my footprints — like 
the nighttime tracks left behind in the winter snows — 
signify that I was here. What legacy will I leave behind?

Footprints
MY MEMOIRS
b y S U S A N  D E A N
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April 12, 
2024

ripbs.org

Tickets 
on sale now

March 28, 2025
WaterFire Arts Center

Providence, RI

ders enrich society and contribute 
to our collective well-being. 

 We all know, or are, someone 
who is an older adult, an adult 
with a disability, or has taken on 

caregiving duties. The work of our office touches every-
one in the state.  By helping older adults, we honor their 
lives and help them age with purpose and dignity. 

As you have aged, no doubt you have made plans. 
You’ve thought about where you’ll work, and for how 

long; where you’ll live; how you’ll 
spend your time; and who you’ll 
spend your time with. There are 
many challenges to planning. 
You may not know your options 
or how to pursue your goals. You 

may not know the resources available to you. What may be 
more challenging, however, is when an unexpected event 
disrupts your plans. That’s where the work of the Office of 
Healthy Aging can provide a compass. 

You are not alone. 
Whether you want to improve or maintain your physi-

cal health, learn something new, navigate dementia care, 
transportation resources or need support as you care for 
your loved ones, each month we’ll highlight different re-
sources and opportunities to be sure that you continue to 
live as you desire.  

Imagine the diversity of interest and need of the 
190,000 older adults in RI.

We have an obligation and are determined to be ac-
cessible and responsive to the needs of our aging adults. 
That means future months we may highlight services for 
those who are homebound, opportunities to engage your 
community, programs focusing on physical accessibility, 
or multi-lingual or LGBTQ seniors. 

But this month, I leave you with the most important 
resource. Rhode Island’s Aging and Disability Resource 
Center is the best first call to ask your questions and get 
answers, 401-462-4444.  Learn more about our Office at 
oha.ri.gov, or pop into your local senior center.

Maria Cimini is the director of the Rhode Island Office of  
Healthy Aging. 

“Your Mom’s 
Gonna Love Me”

By Matt Rife, read by 
Rife. Simon & Schuster Au-
dio, 5¾ hours, $18.99. Also 
available via any Rhode Is-
land public library.

Here’s what breakout 
comedy star Matt Rife 
doesn’t talk about in this 
new memoir: the offer he 
and a friend made in Sep-
tember to buy Burrillville’s 
Conjuring House.

Here’s what he does talk 
about: losing his virginity 
(it’s the first thing he men-
tions); losing his father to 
suicide when he was a baby; 
his abusive stepfather and 
loving grandfather; sex; his 
struggles to get ahead in 
comedy; his sudden fame 
when a TikTok video went 
massively viral; and the 
backlash when a joke about 
a woman with a black eye 
was taken to mean he advo-
cated domestic violence.

Oh, and the house he 
recently bought in Rhode 
Island, reportedly in 
North Smithfield (neither 
of which he mentions, for 
fear of fans finding him, 
he says). It came furnished, 
with a “flat and smushed” 
carpet and dingy beige 
walls, making him feel 
like he was moving into 
“an AirBnb that the own-
ers died in.” But, he says, 
there’s “a comedy club, and 
an airport not too far away, 
so it’s really convenient for 
all the touring I do.” 

And he says, he loves 
that it’s in the middle of 
nature — though “the very 
first thing I bought for the 
house was a Nerf basketball 
hoop for the entrance, be-
cause blindsiding your boy 
with a windmill 360 dunk 
is good for you, too.”  

By the way, he recorded 
the book at Star Trak stu-
dios in Warwick.

If Rife’s name isn’t fa-
miliar, you probably don’t 

spend a lot of time on Tik-
Tok, where his videos get 
hundreds of millions of 
views, or on YouTube or 
Netflix, where he’s had sev-
eral comedy specials. At 
29, he’s really just ascend-
ing into stardom, but he’s 
got a surprising amount to 
say about his life, and he 
tells it in an engaging way. 
And being a comedian, 
with a comedian’s timing, 
he’s the ideal person to read 
his own book.

“Beautiful Ugly”
By Alice Feeney, read 

by Richard Armitage and 
Tuppence Middleton. Si-
mon & Schuster Audio, 9⅓ 
hours, $26.99. Also avail-
able via any Rhode Island 
public library.

Just as he was hitting 
the New York Times best-
seller list, British author 
Grady Green’s beloved 
wife, Abby, disappeared. In 
the year since Abby’s red 
coat was found near a cliff-
side road a mile from their 
house, Grady has been un-
able to write.

Now, out of money, he 
has taken refuge on a little 
Scottish island where his 
agent owns a cottage where 
a famed writer once lived 
and worked. But much is 
lurking behind the island-
ers’ smiles in this charac-
teristically twisty tale from 
the formidable Alice Fee-
ney, author of books includ-
ing “Sometimes I Lie” and 
“Rock Paper Scissors.” I 
never like to give too much 
away about a Feeney book; 
suffice it to say that very 
little here is as it seems.  

The book is enhanced 
by the reading from Rich-
ard Armitage, of the “Hob-
bit” movies. As his world 
disintegrates, Armitage un-
derstatedly but convincing-
ly conveys his character’s 
confusion and increasing 
desperation.

“Alex Newell and the 
Gospel of a Diva”

By Alex Newell, read 
and sung by Newell. Au-
dible Original, 1 hour, free 
with Audible Plus member-
ship, $7.95 a month.

If you’re looking for a 
lot of insight into the life 
of Tony-winning actor 
Newell, you’ve come to 
the wrong place. If you’ll 
be satisfied with a display 
of vocal pyrotechnics, this 
audiobook may be for you.

Newell, who won a Tony 
in 2023 for his performance 
in “Shucked,” says early on 
that at 32, they’re too young 
for an autobiography. That 
means they mostly confine 
the commentary part of this 
live-recorded performance 
to sassy one-liners about 
the attitude of a diva. 

But the nonbinary ac-
tor opens up a bit when 
talking about their turn on 
TV competition show “The 
Glee Project,” which led to 
a recurring role on “Glee” 
and opened the door to 
much bigger things. And 
this discussion leads to a 
dazzling, heartfelt rendi-
tion of “If I Were a Boy.”

I wish there had been 
more pairings like this of 
music and musing. That 
would have gone a long 
way toward making this 
book a must-listen.   

“Mary Jane”
By Amy Herzog, read 

by Rachel McAdams, April 
Matthis, Brenda Wehle, 
Lily Santiago and Susan 
Pourfar. Audible Original, 
1¼ hours, free with Audi-
ble Plus membership, $7.95 
a month.

Mary Jane is a single 
mother of a special-needs 
baby living in New York 
City. In this brief but 
wrenching play, she con-
fronts her child’s deepening 
illness in the company of a 
variety of people, primarily 
nurses and the mothers of 
other very sick children.

McAdams, who also 
played the title role on 
Broadway in the spring 
and early summer of 2024, 
brings intensity and sin-
cerity to the part. What’s 
surprising from a technical 
point of view is how fre-
quently the dialogue feels 
like it was recorded in two 
different places, with Mc-
Adams stopping abruptly 
as though someone has cut 
in — but the other actor in 
the scene pausing a beat be-
fore beginning to speak.   

It’s a glitch that mars 
what otherwise is a strong 
slice-of-life performance.

Alan Rosenberg, of Warwick, 
is a retired executive editor 
of The Providence Journal 
and has been reviewing 

audiobooks for more than 
two decades. Reach him at 
AlanRosenbergRI@gmail.
com.

Showbiz Memoirs, a Broadway Play and a Twisty
Mystery on Audio

b y  A L A N  R O S E N B E R G

Memoirs from Rhode Island-based comic Matt Rife and Tony winner Alex Newell, a Broadway play starring 
Rachel McAdams and a new book by Queen of Twists Alice Feeney are all heard on recent audiobooks.
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The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) reached a major 
milestone in tax year 2025. To help encourage participa-
tion, the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) will work to in-
crease awareness of the credit and the significant role it 
plays in strengthening our working families. 

The Tax Reduction Act of 1975 introduced EITC as 
a modest tax break to provide financial help to economi-
cally challenged families and encourage work. Over the 
years, EITC has grown into the federal government’s larg-
est refundable tax credit program for low- to moderate-
income workers. 

Even at 50, there is more work to do to raise awareness. 
The IRS urges community partners to engage with clients 
directly through all available channels and help make eli-
gible taxpayers aware of this potentially life-changing tax 
credit. 

IRS’s goal is to capture the attention of those who are 
eligible for EITC and encourage them to find out whether 
they also qualify for other refundable tax credits. To qual-
ify for the EITC or EIC you must meet certain require-
ments and file a tax return, even if you do not owe any tax 
or are not required to file.

The credit is a financial boost to the taxpayer, their 
family, and community. For example:

	 •	 Nationally, as of November 2024, approximately
	 	 23 million workers and families received about
	 	 $63 billion in EITC.

	 •	 In Rhode Island during 2024 processing year
	 	 (2023 tax year) about 68,000 eligible workers
	 	 and families received about $170 million in EITC.

	 •	 The average amount of EITC received nationwide
	 	 was about $2,748. In Rhode Island, this was
	 	 $2,513.

	 •	 For tax year 2024, the EITC is as much as $7,830
	 	 for a family with three or more children and up
	 	 to $632 for taxpayers who do not have a
	 	 qualifying child.

Furthermore, workers move in and out of eligibility 
based on changes in marital, parental, and financial status. 
Therefore, millions of workers may qualify for the EITC 
for the first time this year, making year-round outreach 
and education efforts critical for raising taxpayer aware-
ness. For that reason, IRS conducts outreach and educa-
tion related to EITC year-round, either directly through 
the IRS or through leveraged partnerships.

Closing EITC Participation Gap 
Approximately four out of five eligible taxpayers re-

ceive the EITC. This means millions of taxpayers are put-
ting EITC dollars to work for them. Unfortunately, this 
also means that many other taxpayers are not taking ad-
vantage of a benefit they have earned. Ultimately, our goal 
is to positively affect the EITC participation rate. The cur-
rent rate is 81 percent. To reach the roughly 20 percent of 
eligible taxpayers that do not claim EITC, IRS will con-
tinue to focus on underserved communities or taxpayers 
with unconventional family conditions. 

Workers at risk of overlooking the EITC are people:   

	 •	 Living in non-traditional homes, such as a
	 	 grandparent raising a grandchild

	 •	 Living in rural areas

	 •	 With changedmarital or parental status

	 •	 Veterans

	 •	 With earnings are below filing requirement

	 •	 Without children

	 •	 Who are Native Americans, have limited English	
	 	 skills, and people with disabilities or raising
	 	 children with disabilities

You can find a complete list of requirements and in-
come limits on IRS.gov/EITC. Having your tax return 
prepared for free at a VITA/TCE site can help determine 
your eligibility for the EITC. They will review your infor-
mation, such as income, filing status and the number of 
qualifying children to determine if you are eligible for the 
Earned Income Tax Credit. 

Local VITA site information is available by calling the 
United Way number 2-1-1.  Also, at IRS.gov - search the 
word “VITA” and then click on Free Tax Return Prepara-
tion for You by Volunteers. To locate the nearest AARP 
Tax-Aide site, visit aarp.org, or call 888-227-7669. 

Meg Chevalier is a Senior Tax Consultant/Relationship Manager 
in the Providence office of the Internal Revenue Service

Celebrating 50 Years of the Earned Income Tax Credit

b y M E G  C H E V A L I E R

IRS aims to raise awareness throughout 2025 

Roofing & 
ConstRuCtion llC

Free estimates
Licensed & insured ri reG 48467

Brian: 401-855-8900
14 WaLnut st., WarWick ri 02888

We want referrals! Not call backs!!

All Jobs Done 110%

Aches and Pains?
CONTACT US!

No MD referral needed!

401-205-3423

✓Fall 
  Prevention
✓accessibility
✓aging in Place

Visit our showroom:

322 South Pier Rd.
Narragansett
401-429-3882

Free
Home Safety
Assessment

grab bars, stairlifts,
roll-in shower conversions, 

ramps, elevators & More
OakleyHomeAccess.com

RI Reg#39572

inquire about the ri state grant to help reimburse
up to 50% oFF moSt projectS!

Maximizing Mobility

SENIORSENIOR
RESOURCE GUIDERESOURCE GUIDE

Get YOUR message out 
to local seniors for just

$4000
PER MONTH

Rhonda’s 
Private Home Care

DAILY ACTIVITIES, MEALS,
LAUNDRY, SHOPPING, 

ERRANDS ETC.
* FLEXIBLE HOURS *

With years of experience, I can help you with

Rhonda Paul

401.871.5107
dcb1016@gmail.com

Connect with us on B
Independently Owned & Operated - Fully Insured

Are you in need 
of Junk removal?

INSIDE OR OUTSIDE

Let Kamco take care of your 
clutter or unwanted items

WE DO THE HEAVY LIFTING FOR YOU 
Call for a quote

KAMCO JUNK REMOVAL
(401) 442-2562

Also offering demolition prep work for kitchen & 
bathroom remodeling and home improvement

www.kamcojunkremoval.com

REGISTERED                                                                                   INSURED
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Choose

Senior Housing Apartments
as your new home
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In a world that, at times, 
seems adrift and full of con-
fusing messages, fi nding a 
faith community of fellow be-
lievers is more important than 
ever.  For those whose beliefs 
are grounded in the Catholic 
faith but who have felt in-
creasingly unwelcome in the 
traditional church, fi nding 
such a faith community takes 
on extra urgency.

This is what is bringing 
congregants from around the 
state to The Chapel of St. 
Therese of Lisieux in West 
Warwick.  

The Chapel of St. Therese 
of Lisieux is a Catholic Com-
munity that functions outside 
the jurisdiction of Rome. 
This embracing community 
is guided by this mission: To 
make our faith experience rel-
evant by being an inclusive, 
ministry-centered communi-
ty that makes the living Jesus 
present in our world in a rad-
ical way.

The mission of “Saint T’s” 
(as it is affectionately known) 
is simply stated: “To wel-
come ALL; To be the Body 
of Christ; To be growing dis-
ciples who are growing disci-
ples.”

What does it look like to 
be a “growing disciple”?  It 
looks like someone who lives 
what they preach and who 
follows in the path of Jesus 
Christ, serving, loving, ac-
cepting, and welcoming.  

Those who attend Saint 
“T’s” will feel welcome there.  
They see families of all shapes 
& sizes, they see women in 
the clergy, they see divorcees 
participating in all the rituals 
and blessings their married 
and single friends enjoy, they 
hear contemporary music, 
they see those who extend 
kindness and love to them. 

A quick peruse of the 
chapel’s website best sums up 
the church’s overarching phi-
losophy: “The Chapel of St. 

Therese of Lisieux welcomes 
all individuals seeking God’s 
love; we keep our doors open to 
every soul seeking to welcome 
Jesus into their hearts. We in-
vite you to open your heart and 
allow His grace to penetrate 
your soul. Our church stands 
as a beacon of hope in West 
Warwick.  We are a place of 
acceptance, peace, and joy to 

all who are moved to join us.  
Our church family is richly di-
verse, with people of different 
ages and backgrounds coming 
together to worship and serve 
together.”

The church is a haven for 
those whose abiding faith in 
the teachings of Jesus Christ 
have not always been in align-
ment with the expectations 

of the church of their child-
hoods, leaving them feeling 
estranged, confl icted, and of-
ten unwanted.  To those who 
feel left outside the circle, 
come, you are a Child of God 
and you are welcome here. 
Come to be replenished, edi-
fi ed, supported, and uplifted. 

For more details, check 
the church website at 

www.saintthereseocc.org.
Please come to “Saint T’s”, 

located at 1500 Main Street in 
West Warwick. Services are 
every Sunday at 10:30. Sun-
day rosaries begin at 9:45am. 
Feel free to call 401-680-9076 
or email stocc1500@gmail.
com for more information. 
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BY JENNIFER COATES

Phone: 401-823-0488       Fax: 401-823-0486 

Edward C. Roy, Jr., Esquire 
edward_roy@hotmail.com 
 

Geralyn M. Cook, Esquire 
geri_cook@hotmail.com 

577 Tiogue Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Coventry, RI  02816 

R C OY OOK& 
Attorneys at Law 

  

  

Edward C. Roy, Jr., Esquire
edward_roy@hotmail.com
Geralyn M. Cook, Esquire
geri_cook@hotmail.com

577 Tiogue Avenue, 2nd Floor, Coventry, RI 02816
Phone: 401-823-0488                                                    Fax: 401-823-0486

DO YOU HAVE A WILL?
Don’t let the state of RI control 

what happens to your assets.
Contact Roy & Cook, 

Attorneys at Law Today!
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$4950 10-Week Commitment . 
Includes Print, 
Web and 1 Feature 
Story & Photo 
of Your Business.

Call Today To Reserve Your Space 821-2216
suzannew@rhodybeat.com

Come worship with fellow believers at The Chapel of St. Therese of Lisieux in West Warwick. All are truly welcome. 
Services begin every Sunday at 10:30am.

The Chapel of 
St. Therese of Lisieux

1500 Main Street, West Warwick, RI 02893 

A Different Kind of Catholic 
Sunday Schedule: Rosary at 9:45 am and Mass at I0:30 am

No matter where you are on life’s journey, where you’ve been or 
where you’re going; No matter with whom you’re on that journey; 

No matter how long it’s been; 
All Are Welcome!

stocc I 500@gmail.com www.saintthereseocc.org (401) 680-9076 

• Automobiles & Light Trucks • Towing Available
• Foreign & Domestic • Free Road Tests & Estimates
• Expert Clutch Service • Complete Drive Line Service

67 Tiogue Avenue, Rte. 3, West Warwick
Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

If you think you have a problem, don’t hesitate to call

826-2800

Quaker Transmissions
Family Owned & Operated Since 1961

Transmission  Problems Are Not A Problem!

GENTLEMAN
F A R M E R

D I N E R

T H E  O R I G I N A L

Open 7am–3pm Daily and Friday until 7pm
with Fish & Chips and More!

Dine In or Take Out

2405 Nooseneck Hill Road, Coventry, RI
401-392-0130

Support Your Local Businesses!Support Your Local Businesses!Support Your Local Businesses!

SHOP LOCAL.
EAT LOCAL.
READ LOCAL.
SUPPORT THE BUSINESSES THAT 
SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER.
Interested in advertising in Spotlight? 
Contact Donna @ DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
or Suzanne @ SuzanneW@rhodybeat.com
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WARWICK, R.I. – Sales 
activity in Rhode Island’s 
housing market rose last year 
for the fi rst time since 2020. 
According to data released 
today by the Rhode Island 
Association of Realtors, 
7681 single-family homes 
sold in the Ocean State in 
2024, a 3.3% increase from 
2023. Stunted by rising pric-
es however, sales continue 
to fall far behind 2019 when 
11,013 homes sold. In the fi ve 
years since then, the median 
price climbed 66.7%. Last 
year alone, the 2024 median 
price of $475,000 represent-
ed an 11.8% increase from 
2023.

Chris Whitten, Presi-
dent of the Rhode Island 
Association of Realtors ex-
plained that demand from 
out-of-state buyers remains 
elevated. “The pandemic 
put Rhode Island on the 
map at a time our state was 
already short on housing 
supply. With the ability to 
work remotely, we’ve seen 
thousands moving into the 
Ocean State.”

Last year, nearly one 
in four residential sales in-
volved out-of-state buyers. 
For sales of $1 million and 
over, the fi gure rose to 42%.

The multifamily home 
market also saw gains in 
sales and median price. 
Closed transactions rose 
3.2% from the prior year 

and investors interested in 
the hot rental market helped 
push the median price up 
15.1% to $541,000, the larg-
est annual increase of all 
residential housing types last 
year. First-time buyers and 
families also sought multi-
family properties as a path 
to home ownership.

Rhode Island’s condo-
minium sector experienced a 
7% increase in sales, though 
the median price of sales 
dropped slightly to $355,000 
from $357,000 in 2023.

“It’s clear our housing 
market remains extremely 
out of balance and the cost 
of owning a home here in 
Rhode Island has reached 
unprecedented heights. Ob-
viously, we need to get more 
shovels in the ground to 
sensibly increase our supply, 
but just as important, the full 
ramifications of proposed 

laws on our housing market 
must be understood. While 
many bills are well intended, 
the effect of decreased home 
affordability from added 
fees, taxes and mandates 
can add up to thousands in 
a typical transaction. Sadly, 
the outcome of many of these 
bills are making the process 
more diffi cult to obtain the 
American Dream and det-
rimental to fi xing our home 
affordability crisis,” said 
Whitten.

Based on data as of third 
quarter last year, each Rhode 
Island home sale pushed 
$148,000 back into Rhode 
Island’s economy through 
industry related income, 
expenditures related to home 
purchases and new home 
construction. The real estate 
industry accounted for $14.9 
billion or 18.8% of the gross 
state product according to 
a report generated by the 
National Association of Re-
altors.

“In addition to the enor-
mous personal toll a lack of 
housing takes on our citi-
zens, it doesn’t make sense to 
do anything that makes the 
process harder and creates 
less affordability for one of 
the state’s biggest economic 
drivers,” said Whitten.

Source: Rhode Island
Association of REALTORS®

www.rirealtors.org

COVENTRY 50 WOOD STREET, COVENTRY  
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL: 822-9180 • DONATION $3.00

WEST WARWICK 145 WASHINGTON ST., WEST WARWICK 
RESERVATIONS CALL: 822-4450 • DONATION $3.00

SENIOR CENTER MENUS
All meals include milk, coffee or tea, bread/margarine

Northerbee’s Auction
Collectibles • Art • Prints • Ephemera Etc

RobeRt RobillaRd • Since 1942 • 401-499-8375
Auctionzip.com #6392    www.northerbees.com

Phenix Sportsman’s Club
715 Main Street, West Warwick
 ✷ oCt. 2 & oCt. 16✷ 

5:30 pm • preview 4:00 pm
✷ 1st & 3rd WednesdAys ✷

MAR. 5 & 19

Wed. 2/19: Cream of broccoli soup, pork roast w/gravy, rice pilaf, peas & 
carrots, wheat roll, pineapple chunks. Option: Turkey sandwich on rye.
Thurs. 2/20: Meatball soup, open turkey sandwich w/gravy, stuffing, 
butternut squash, wheat roll, chocolate chip cookie. Option: Cobb salad.
Fri. 2/21: Escarole & bean soup, veal parmesan, Florentine rice, Italian 
mixed vegetables, wheat roll, watermelon. Option: Tuna salad sandwich.
Mon. 2/24: Cauliflower tomato soup, grilled chicken, Spanish rice, roasted 
carrots, wheat roll, sliced pears. Option: Seafood salad sandwich.
Tues. 2/25: Vegetable soup, baked rigatoni w/meatballs & sausage, Italian 
roasted vegetables, wheat roll, cake. Option: Ham & cheese on rye.

Wed. 2/19: Cream of broccoli soup, pork roast w/gravy, rice pilaf, peas & 
carrots, wheat roll, dessert. Option: Turkey sandwich on rye.
Thurs. 2/20: Meatball soup, open turkey sandwich w/gravy, stuffing, 
butternut squash, wheat roll, dessert. Option: Cobb salad.
Fri. 2/21: Escarole & bean soup, veal parmesan, Florentine rice, Italian 
mixed vegetables, wheat roll, dessert. Option: Tuna salad sandwich.
Mon. 2/24: Cauliflower tomato soup, grilled chicken, Spanish rice, roasted 
carrots, wheat roll, dessert. Option: Seafood salad sandwich.
Tues. 2/25: Vegetable soup, baked rigatoni w/meatballs & sausage, Italian 
roasted vegetables, wheat roll, dessert. Option: Ham & cheese on rye.

R.I. Home Sales Rose in 2024, Reversing Downward Trend

Find a charter public school that matches 
your child’s needs and inspires their passions.

Discover RI’s 
Charter Public Schools

richarterpublicschools.org/fi nd-a-school/

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF KENT COUNTY 
OFFERS ENGLISH LESSONS

Learn to speak, read & write English. Enroll in Literacy 
Volunteers of Kent County’s free learning program. In just a 
few hours per week, you can improve your English skills in 
speaking, reading and writing. You will be paired with a Tutor 
who will instruct you, one-on-one according to your individual 
needs. Lessons are scheduled at your convenience and all 
information exchanged remains confi dential. Please call 822-
9103 or email lvkc@coventrylibrary.org for more information. 

PROJECT FRIENDS

Project Friends is a State of RI licensed community-based 
day service program developed in 1992 for adults with 
developmental disabilities. Each individual has a plan that 
offers choices of activities which build independence, adult 
daily living skills, socialization, self-esteem and confi dence. 
Participants are supported by case aides. If you would like 
more information about Project Friends, please feel free to call 
Marlena or Lisa at 822-9144. 

SIGN UP FOR IMPORTANT
TOWN INFORMATION ALERTS

CodeRed is a very helpful service in which you can receive 
important town information in a timely manner. Alerts include 
important town matters, COVID-19 vaccinations, weather 
emergencies, sex offender notifi cations, etc. To sign up for 
automated calls and/or texts on your cell phone or landline, 
register your phone numbers at the town’s website, www.
coventryri.org or through the Coventry Police Dept. website, 
www.coventrypd.org 

VOLUNTEER TOUR GUIDES NEEDED

The Paine House, 7 Station Street in Coventry is looking for 
volunteer Tour Guides to share this unique historical site with 
the general public. Can you spare a few hours once or twice a 
month? All training and materials will be provided, no special 
skills required. This opportunity is suitable for High School 
students to adults. Training classes for the 2022 season will 
begin soon. If interested, call Bob at 439-7513 or email info@
westernrihistory.org 

HOPE LIBRARY HOURS

Hope Library, 374 North Road, Hope, is open on Mondays & 
Fridays from 10AM-5PM, Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 
from 10AM-8PM & Saturdays from 10AM-2PM. The Library 
is closed on Sundays. For more information, call 821-7910. 

NARCONON

Drug overdoses have become the leading cause of accidental 
death in the Unites States with heroin & other opiates being the 
largest contributor. If your loved one is struggling with drug 
abuse of any kind, now is the time to get them the help they need. 
If you believe one of your loved ones is abusing drugs, learn how 
you can make a difference by visiting narcononnewliferetreat.
org/drug-rehab 

“The pandemic put 
Rhode Island on the 

map at a time our state 
was already short on 
housing supply. With 
the ability to work 

remotely, we’ve seen 
thousands moving into 

the Ocean State.”
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Get It Done
Right!

Support the local businesses 
that support your local 

newspaper — hire a Reminder 
advertiser!
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Home Heating Oil
Heating Service Repair
Heating Equipment Installation

401-475-9955
www.GlowOil.com

High-Rate
Savings up to

4.00%APY

Our High-Rate Savings Account1 is perfect to help
you or your business save for what you need. The 
higher your balance, the more you can earn!

If you start with a lower balance and make additional 
deposits, we’ll automatically increase your rate!

Visit washtrust.com/save or scan the QR code to 
explore this and other savings options, and open an 
account today!

1Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of February 4, 2025.  The APY is subject to change 
at any time without notice. 2.35 APY/2.32% Interest Rate is for balances up to $2,499.99. 2.50% 
APY/2.47% Interest Rate is for balances up to $24,999.99. 2.60% APY/2.56% Interest Rate is for 
balances up to $49,999.99. 4.00% APY/3.92% Interest rate is for balances of $50,000 or more. 
Minimum balance to open account is $25. Offer is for a limited time only and may be withdrawn at 
any time. No municipal or government funds. One account per tax reported owner only. Fees may 
reduce earnings.

Money for College Starts with FAFSA!
Schedule
Your Free
Appointment
In Person or Phone Appointments Available

FREE HELP WITH

FAFSA
FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

collegeplanningcenter.org

Changes in Washington Could Impact 
Student Loans

By TIM FORSBERG          

As discussions continue 
about the potential disman-
tling of the U.S. Department 
of Education under the new 
presidential administration, 
concerns are rising about 
how such a move could 
impact student loans and 
fi nancial aid programs.

Amy Kempe, chief of 
staff at the Community Col-
lege of Rhode Island, and 
Charles Kelley, executive 
director of the Rhode Island 
Student Loan Authority, 
provided insights into what 
these changes might mean 
for students and families in 
Rhode Island.

According to Kempe, 
CCRI, in partnership with 
the governor’s office, the 
Council on Postsecondary 
Education, and the state’s 
higher-education institu-
tions, is closely monitoring 
potential changes to assess 
their impact on current and 
prospective students.

“Regardless of any poli-
cy changes, CCRI remains 
committed to ensuring that 
higher education remains 
accessible and affordable,” 
said Kempe. “We encourage 
students and families to stay 
proactive, seek guidance 
from CCRI’s fi nancial aid 

office and take advantage 
of all available resources 
to make informed fi nancial 
decisions about their edu-
cation.”

Kelley noted that while 
eliminating the Department 
of Education entirely would 
be “diffi cult to achieve,” a 
more likely scenario would 
involve certain responsibili-
ties being transferred to oth-
er parts of the government. 
But he acknowledged that 
uncertainty remains about 
the future structure of fed-
eral student aid.

For now, Pell Grants – 
the need-based financial 
aid provided to low-income 
students – do not appear to 
be facing major changes.

“Maximum Pell Grant 
is now $7,395,” Kelley con-
fi rmed.

One of the more signif-
icant potential shifts, how-
ever, involves federal loans 
for graduate students and 
parents.

“The most significant 
change we have seen is the 
federal government’s in-
volvement in making loans 
to graduate students and Par-
ent PLUS loans the parents 
use to fi ll the gap after grants 
and the student maxing out 
the student direct loan, with 
a maximum of $5,500 for a 

traditional freshman,” Kel-
ley explained.

The f inancial impact 
of eliminating or reducing 
these loans could be substan-
tial. According to Kelley, 
replacing or reducing the 
so-called Grad PLUS loans 
would be especially trouble-
some as graduate students 
generally do not have the 
income and credit history to 
obtain a loan on their own. 
He highlighted the local 
implications, stating that 
about $60 million in Grad 
PLUS loans were issued in 
Rhode Island for the 2023-24 
academic year alone.

Similarly, Parent PLUS 
loans – federal loans taken 
out by parents to help cover 
college costs  – play a signif-
icant role in fi nancing higher 
education.

“There were $103 million 
in Parent PLUS loans made 
for the 2023-24 academ-
ic year in Rhode Island. 
If those are eliminated or 
curtailed, RISLA will need 
to step up and help fi ll that 
gap,” Kelley said.

For students seeking ad-
ditional fi nancial aid, Kelley 
pointed to other scholarship 
opportunities, emphasizing 
the importance of applying 
for local funding.

“Go to the College Board 

for national scholarships 
and RIScholarship.org to 
fi nd and apply for local 
scholarships. You gener-
ally have a much better 
chance of being award-
ed a local scholarship, 
even if they are relatively 
small,” he advised.

Beyond the discussion 
of potential policy chang-
es, Kelley acknowledged 
the growing national con-
cern over student loan 
debt, which now totals 
about $1.6 trillion. He 
noted that this massive 
loan portfolio makes the 
Department of Education 
“one of the largest banks 
in the country,” which 
has led to discussions 
about moving student 
loan management to the 
U.S. Treasury. However, 
he added, “they may not 
want it.”

As students and families 
navigate this evolving land-
scape, Kelley encouraged 
them to make informed 
fi nancial decisions to mini-
mize their reliance on loans.

“I understand it is un-
popular to suggest this, but 
students and families should 
seriously consider making 
diffi cult choices to reduce 
the amount of debt they 
must incur,” he said. “Many 

students go on to graduate 
school and should not over-
load themselves with debt 
for their undergraduate” 
degree.

While the future of fed-
eral student loans remains 
uncertain, RISLA and other 
state-based loan providers 
may play a crucial role in fi ll-
ing potential funding gaps. 
For students and families 
planning for college, Kempe 
and Kelley say staying up 
to date and exploring alter-

native funding sources will 
be key in the months ahead.

“While no changes have 
been made yet, it is critical-
ly important for borrowers 
to stay informed, maintain 
communication with their 
loan servicer provider, and 
families planning for college 
financing should file their 
FAFSA to apply for aid 
as early as possible,” said 
Kempe.

Thought for the Day:
“A budget is telling your money where to go instead of wondering where it went.” 

— John C. MaxwellRead Us Online
Anytime,
Anywhere

rireminder.com
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REAL ESTATE SECTION

FOR RATES  & INFO  CALL: 821-2216

Buy, Sell or Rent 
Property 

with a classified or display ad

R.I.’S FIRST WEEKLY SHOPPING GUIDE
RemindeR’sThe
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Read us online!
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Help Wanted Help Wanted Jobs Wanted

Job Market

CLEANERS: 1st & 2nd Shift, 
20-25 hours per week, Monday-
Saturday. $15/hour. Must have 
valid Driver’s License, reliable 
vehicle and clean BCI. Great 
job for retirees! Call Joe, 401-
301-1162. 

W E L L  D R E S S E D 
CAPUCHIN for traditional 
work.  Must come with own 
wardrobe, haberdasher and 
steamer trunk.  Experience with 
hurdy-gurdy a plus, prehensile 
tail a must.  References, Will 
Pay to Scale. 215 Shady Lea 
Rd. #116, North Kingston, 
ezphotolessons@gmail.com.

C A R P E T  C L E A N I N G 
TECHNICIAN/ TRAINEES: 
$700+/Week. Valid Driver’s 
License. BCI required. Call 
Joe, 258-9648.

Person needed to help with 
errands. 401-516-3936.

OUTDOOR COMMERCIAL 
YARD SPACE FOR RENT.  
One acre, fenced in lot. Zoned 
heavy industrial. $3,500/
month. Will divide. 401-
623-0608. 

Real Estate
Real Estate Wanted

Land for Rent

Autos Wanted

Room Wanted

Cemetery Lots for Sale

We  Bu y  U N WA N T E D 
HOUSES Fast! Offer in 48 
Hrs. CASH... Any situation. 
Any condition. Call today, 
595-8703.

ONE ROOM FOR OLDER 
MAN: No pets, non-smoker. 
Willing to provide light jobs 
around the house in exchange 
for room payment. 401-320-
8017.

HIGHLAND CEMETERY 
LOT, Graceland, Lot 15. Call/
text: 401-714-5332. $1700 
OBO.

Automart
Josh’s Garage LLC

I BUY JUNK VEHICLES
$ $ $ $ $

401-499-8601

JUNK CARS WANTED: 
Up to $500 paid. Call 401-
895-7351 for quote.

The ideal candidate will have 2-4 years of sales experience, 
is interested in working with clients to tailor 
advertising solutions that work for their budgets.
Organizational and computer skills required. 
Salary + Commission + Benefits

Are you a people person who 
loves closing a sale? 

The Reminder seeks a Full Time Advertising
 Account Executive - Immediate Opening

Please send your resume and cover letter to publisher@beaconmediari.com

➦
To learn more, scan the QR code

CESSPOOL SERVICE ________________________
CHEVALIER CESSPOOL CLEANERS: Cesspools and septic tanks 
pumped. New systems installed. Sewer connections. 736-8313.

ELECTRICAL_________________________________
JADE ELECTRIC: Wiring, emergencies. Prompt and courteous.  
828-5908, 738-7835. Lic.# A1538. Insured.

RICHARD J. PIZZI Electrical Contractor: 550 Providence Street,    
West Warwick. Residential Wiring (home repairs). No job too small.       
A145, insured. 580-8803.

FACSIMILE SERVICE  ________________________
THE REMINDER’S FAX SERVICE. Now you can send or receive letters, 
statements, invoices, etc. in seconds by using The Reminder Fax Service. 
Want more details? Call The Reminder and ask about our fax: 821-2216. 
Fax Number: 732-3110. To Send: $3.00 (+tax) for the first page, $1.00 for 
every additional page. To receive: 75¢ ea. page (+tax).

FENCE INSTALLATION & REPAIR ___________
VENTURA FENCE CO., INC.: Serving  Rhode Island since 1975 for 
all your fencing needs. Insured. RI Reg #7260. Call anytime 821-7200.

K.C. FENCE CO.: There’s no job too big or too small... We do them all! 
Specializing in all types of fencing. In business for over 40 years. RI 
Reg. #15748. Insured. 397-5076. 

FINANCIAL SERVICES ______________________
MOFFITT & ASSOCIATES, LLC.: Financial Services and Investments, 
Retirement Planning and 401K rollovers. www.moffittassociates.com 
1260 Main St. (Rte. 117), Coventry (401) 828-0097.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS _____________________
LEWIS & CLARKE ENTERPRISES, INC.: New homes, additions, 
garages, kitchens, bathrooms, family rooms, roofs, and repairs.   
345-3227. RI Reg. #5646.

PEST CONTROL  _____________________________
WINFIELD TERMITE & PEST CONTROL: All your pest needs.  
821-7800.

KENT COUNTY PEST CONTROL, LLC: Residential and Commercial. 
Certified in Industrial, Structural and Health Related Pest Control. 
100% Guaranteed. 401-569-0212.

PLUMBING & HEATING  _____________________
JOHN P. KEOGH PLUMBING & DRAIN CLEANING: Electric sewer 
rooter service. Master Plumber Lic. #1881. 401-862-8810.

POWER WASHING  __________________________
THOR’S PRESSURE & SOFT WASH: Commercial & Residential. Roof & 
Exterior Cleaning. Fully licensed and insured. RI Registration GC-46062. 
Free Estimates. Call Thor, 401-441-8672. facebook.com/ThorsHouseWash

RATES & DEADLINE FOR AT YOUR SERVICE 
$8.00 PER WEEK for 10 words (25¢ each add. word) Min. 1 Month. 
Deadline: Last Thursday of each month for ads starting the following 
month. Mail or bring your ad to The Reminder, 1944 Warwick Ave., 
Warwick, RI 02889. Phone: (401) 821-2216. Fax: (401) 732-3110.

ROOFING  ____________________________________
INSTALLATION & REPAIRS: Also gutters cleaned and leaf guards 
installed. Call 397-8729 or 749-1315 for a free estimate.

SEPTIC SYSTEMS ___________________________
TLC SEPTIC SYSTEMS: Design & Installation, Foundation Digging, 
Land Clearing & Grading. Class 1 License. Registered Contractor. 
Free Estimates. Call 392-3300 or visit www.tlcrhodeisland.com.

AT YOUR SERVICE

This handy directory lists businesses by category. If you don’t see your category, we will happily add it for you.
Call The Reminder at 401-821-2216 for more information.

PRIVATE HOME CARE 
I can help with daily 
ac t iv i t i e s ,  shopp ing , 
errands,  laundry, etc. 
Flexible hours.  Fully 
insured. Rhonda: 401-871-
5107

TO OUR READERS and 
Advertisers... We’d like to 
thank you for your ongoing 
support. “The Reminder”.
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FUN FACT:
Polo was played for the 
first time in the United 
States in Rhode Island in 
1876 near Newport. 

We’ll Help You Connect 
With More Local 
Candidates in 

In Print
& Online 
Weekly
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5 Coventry Shoppers Park, Coventry, RI

www.RIReminder.com
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With the construction of an air cargo facility south of the terminal taking portions of long-
term outdoor parking at Green Airport, a 5.5 acre open fi eld on the north side of Airport Road 
has been converted for parking. The area was once the site for airport fi re trucks, plows and 
maintenance equipment centered around a geodesic dome. The dome was dismantled piece 
by piece and stored to be re-erected. To our knowledge, that never happened. What also 
obviously didn’t happen was for Enterprise Rent-A-Car to lease the site as had been planned. 
On Monday, earth moving equipment was used to clear the area of snow. The Rhode Island 
Airport Corporation has not released information on when the lot will open, the collection 
of fees or how people would be transported to and from the lot. (Beacon Media photo)
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Real Estate
Transactions

COVENTRY

137 Colvintown Rd Richmond Harold E Est and Giroux, Melissa A Wise Brothers LLC 1/29 $200,000
1712 Flat River Rd Linares, Karen D Roca, Julio C and Roca, Angelique I 1/31 $470,000
1850 Plainfield Pike Fratantuono, Robert C Fratantuono, Peter J and Lemme, Brooke 1/27 $610,000
187 Ayoho Rd Wood, Christopher and Beaudry, Robert Beaudry, Robert 1/31 $175,000
19 Juniper Hill Dr James M Vesey T and Vesey, James M Fox, Christopher L and Fox, Audra J 1/31 $600,000
190 Hopkins Hollow Rd Medeiros, Joseph and Medeiros, Alison M Sowers, M E 1/29 $479,000
225 Hopkins Hill Rd Forsons Realty LLC 53 LLC 1/30 $1,325,000
26 Stuart Dr Barnett, Tara Taylor, Cornelius 1/28 $83,000
272 Nicholas Rd Sutton, Paula J and Sutton, Steven C Linares, Karen and Caraballo, Roberto 1/31 $750,000
3 Creighton Pl Prime Re Investments LLC Travers, Mildred 1/27 $390,000
3 Lane 3 Neri Thea M Est and Santangelo, Theajona Boiani, William 1/31 $92,000
31 Sunset Lake Cir Lot 22 Westwood Const Inc Lecostaouec, Jean A and Lecostaouec, Julia L 1/31 $747,900
55 Carrs Ln Sowers, M E Sowers, Tyler H 1/24 $675,000
563 Knotty Oak Rd Forcino, Richard E and Forcino, Jo A Suriel, Juan and Suazo, Denia V 1/27 $305,000
8 Centennial St Boulanger David A Est and Boulanger, Jean A Correia, Luis 1/24 $340,000
8 Jennifer Ln Jepson, Jane and Jepson, David Olney, Cory J 1/31 $420,000

CRANSTON

10 River St Kelly, Kameron K and Kelly, Kody A Kelly, Kody A 1/28 $275,200
115 Myrtle Ave Rhode Island Custom Bldrs Tiernan, Steven J 1/24 $425,000
115 Myrtle Ave Lot 2980 Rhode Island Custom Bldrs Tiernan, Steven J 1/24 $425,000
14 Knight St Perry, Joseph D Polce, Patrick V 1/27 $525,000
15 Pershing St W A C & Family LLC Vla LLC 1/28 $379,000
15 Pershing St Lot 1821 W A C & Family LLC Vla LLC 1/28 $379,000
1587 Phenix Ave Difusco, Jason R and Difusco, Haylen B Simhaqueva, Jennifer and Sullivan, Craig L 1/24 $450,000
18 Ridgevale Ct Habchi Saad Est and Habchi, Marie Rex Investments LLC 1/28 $725,000
24 Aldrich Ave Pezza, Jillian Conca, Jonathon 1/27 $450,000
32 Woodrow Ave Threats Patricia Y Est and Simpson, Tanisha Y Perez, Joshua M 1/24 $438,500
35 Whitewood Dr Whitewood Dr LLC Difusco, Jason R and Difusco, Haylen B 1/24 $750,000
400 Pippin Orchard Rd Smart Homes LLC Alba, Samuel 1/28 $1,000,000
400 Pippin Orchard Rd Lot 73 Smart Homes LLC Alba, Samuel 1/28 $1,000,000
41 Fletcher Ave Toni Ann Weisman T and Weisman, Elaine Mandeville Prop LLC and Strom, Richard 1/27 $295,000
52 Lyndon Rd Fitzpatrick, Francis L and Fitzpatrick, Sara J Innis, Benjamin D and Hornsby, Emma G 1/24 $389,000
65 Vervena St Maio, Robert and Maio, Thomas Kiggundu, Frederick and Kiggundu, Immaculate 1/28 $467,000
90 Bryant Rd Deciantis, Thomas M Cheshire, Stacey L 1/24 $425,000

EAST GREENWICH

35 Frybrook Dr Lot 35 Sharon L Yarlas Lt and Yarlas, Sharon L Harold & Faye Cook Lt and Cook, Harold J 1/31 $985,000
9 Tory Ln Owner Private Simons, Raymond C and Berman, Jessica 1/29 $875,000

EXETER
205 10 Rod Rd Onorato, Kimberly R and Onorato, Ryan G Cody, Rebecca 1/30 $364,000

JOHNSTON

1 Clemence Ln Cole, Joseph A and Cole, Heidi L Clinton, Robert 1/30 $575,000
1 Cottage St St James Investors LLC Kqa 3217 LLC 1/29 $1
32 Buchanan St Lot 33 Saccoccia, Kimberly A and Towd Pt Mtg T2016-5 Vasquez Properties LLC, 2/4 $433,000
4 Audrey Dr Elevator Properties Inc Gnacadja, Colette H 1/31 $510,000

4 Johnson Ave Randle, Evan and Dinobile, Savanna Laughter, Emily L and Masi, Alex M 1/31 $366,500
44 N Williams St Sivo, Maria L Rhody Rentals LLC, 2/4 $292,000
6 York Rd Carlson, David W and Towd Pt Mtg T2015-4 Almontes, Franky, 2/4 $260,000
7 Lena Dr Delgreco, Deborah J and Gemma, Susan M Salvato Sr, Joseph A 1/31 $430,000

WARWICK

1008 Toll Gate Rd Ryan, Kevin S Petrarca, Nicholas 1/31 $150,000
119 Holmes Rd King, Dana F Cheney Jr, Julian J 1/29 $400,000
1200 Quaker Ln Lot 32 Nai Entertainment Hldg LL Collabdev 3a LLC 1/23 $1,100,000
1200 Quaker Ln Lot 33 Nai Entertainment Hldg LL Collabdev 3a LLC 1/23 $1,100,000
14 Wheeler St Rhode Island Custom Bldrs Cunningham, Ciara L and Cunningham, Sharon L 1/23 $324,900
188 Wood St Brian & Heather Johnson L and Johnson, Brian J Patriot Hm Buyers LLC 1/30 $155,000
191 Boulder View Dr Torres, Eric M and Bui-Torres, Oanh T Marek, Emily and Otenti, Ian 1/24 $493,000
197 Glen Dr Lamantia, Michelle and Dowaliby, Lisa Tatro, Alyssa J and Eldridge, Joshua 1/27 $375,000
20 Overbrook Ave Pittenger, Sol and Gambino, Monica Williams, Paul and Bicknell, Hilary 1/30 $275,000
205 George St Healey, Jane E Yerger, Richard 1/31 $390,000
2103-2107 Warwick Ave Lot 3 Xavier Invest LLC North Tide Invest Inc 1/31 $1,300,000
252 Sumner Ave Sylvester, Allison and Senra, Nicholas Colello, John A 1/30 $480,000
27 Galant Dr Bush, Jennifer F and Chilvers, Betzy J Dupont, Jami and Baron, Joyce 1/23 $385,000
28 Ithica St New Era LLC Carvalho, Elizabeth and Shea, Kimberly 1/24 $419,000
280 Long St Bell, Robert K American Hm Solutions LLC 1/29 $200,000
31 Eagle Run Lot A Bowen, Lisa M and Bowen, Beth M Flath, Eric 1/30 $350,000
316 Manolla Ave Manolla Assoc LLC Aaa Prop LLC 1/28 $270,000
32 Salix St Vrmtg Asset T and Us Bk T Na Ursillo, Jeffrey 1/23 $229,000
32 Sykes St Boudreau, Shirley Fresh Hm LLC 1/24 $300,000
357 Pequot Ave Rhode Island Hsng & Mtg F Fitzelle, John R and Fitzelle Jones, Mary P 1/27 $1
42 Rosegarden St Rhode Island Hsng & Mtg F King, Steven M and King, Victor M 1/27 $1
45 Eagle Run Lot A Catherine M Murphy T and Mullaney, Eileen A Mullaney, Daniel J 1/31 $350,000
51 Winthrop Rd Thomas O Bernier Reft and Bernier, Thomas O Wu, Guochu 1/31 $378,000
53 Welch Rd Studley, Susan A Rasombath, Songkham and Rasombath, Khanthaly 1/28 $450,000
62 Nakomis Dr Buffery, Carol and Hallam, Wayne Tantimonico, Phillip and Ruggieri, Amanda 1/23 $479,900
63 Robert Ave Coffey, Joseph C Haddad, Alexander and Zottoli, Carla 1/31 $470,000
70 Turner St Lot C3  Kristen B Miranda Relt and Miranda, Kristen B Sasso, Maryann 1/27 $415,500
72 W Shore Rd Lot 103 Aldrich, Cynthia and Aldrich, Frederick Gannon, James R 1/31 $200,000
86 Princeton Ave Lemon, Mary and Lemon, Linda Pereira, Jeff R 1/24 $295,000
86 Princeton Ave Lot 73 Lemon, Mary and Lemon, Linda Pereira, Jeff R 1/24 $295,000
91 Harvard Ave Elevator Prop Inc Morgera, Marina 1/31 $415,000
93 Grove Ave Finocchiaro Arthur A Est and Finocchiaro, Susan Mershon, Aimee 1/31 $340,000

925 Halifax Dr Lot 925 Medeiros, Bruce J Matteson, Michael R 1/15 $216,000

WEST GREENWICH

3 Pond View Ct Grotta, Christopher D Schanck, Gregory W and Eva, Natalie E 1/28 $630,000

WEST WARWICK

13 Bettez St Elevator Properties Inc Louis, Denno 1/29 $470,500
32 Trellis Dr Lot 32 Oreagan, Robert C and Maynard, Gwen M Jepson, David and Jepson, Jane 1/31 $315,000
4 Freemont St Blair Clifford L Est and Blair 2nd, Gordon D Cruz, Raquel D and Cordero, Amurys J 1/31 $272,500
6 Cleveland St Dacosta, Elizangela and Dacosta, Daniel Jancura, Thomas G and Jancura, Megan, 2/4, $415,000

ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE ADDRESS	 SELLERS	 BUYERS	 DATE	 PRICE

This copyrighted material is compiled from public records and re-printed under agreement with the Warren Group of Boston. 
Not every community is reported each week. To report a data error, call 617–896–5310 or send an email to transfersatthewarrengroup.com

NMLS #21481 EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYCall Colleen at 401-524-8853

Doing What’s Right. . . For You!

2669 Post Road
Warwick, RI 02886

(401) 739-4600
greenwoodcu.org 

Great Rates.  Even Better Service.

Trust the lender who knows
your community best!

GREENWOOD MORTGAGES

SPONSORED BY

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Having 
second thoughts could be a good 
thing, even if you’re determined to go 
through with your plans. You might 
find it worthwhile to take a fresh look 
at how things have been set up.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) Financial 
matters could continue to be a prob-
lem until you’re able to straighten out 
some of the more pesky situations. 

Once this happens, the rest should be 
easier to unsnarl.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) Family 
matters once again take center stage 
and should be dealt with competently 
and quickly. Again, insist that others 
take on their fair share of the respon-
sibilities.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Your 
creative pursuits seem to be run-
ning into a roadblock. But rather 
than blame outside factors, look 
within to see if you might be holding 
back your efforts for some reason. 

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Keep your 
keen Cat’s Eye focused on relevant as-
pects of this new situation in your life. 
Don’t be distracted by trivial matters. 
You need the pertinent facts before 
making a decision.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 22) 
As much as you prefer doing things 
on your own, continue to accept help 
if you still need to resolve the problem 
that affects your project. Meanwhile, 
some cheerful news is about to come 
your way!
 
 

LIBRA (September 23 to October 22) 
While you might begrudge the added 
time it will take to get your project from 
point A to B to C, etc., you could benefit 
from the facts that will emerge over 
this expanded time span.

SCORPIO (October 23 to November 
21) Regarding your workplace sug-
gestions, be prepared to produce 
the facts to counter reactions from 
skeptics who feel like your approach 
is unreasonable or even impossible.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to De-
cember 21) Savvy Sagittarians will 

look for work-related answers on their 
own rather than relying on unproved 
assumptions. It might take more time 
to do so, but the payoff is worth it.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to January 
19) Your aspects continue to favor fam-
ily issues, with a special emphasis this 
week on changes in and around your 
home. Get everyone to suggest what 
they would like to see done.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to February 
18) A matter you thought had been 
settled still might produce surprises. 
Best advice: Continue to gather facts 

to bolster your position just in case you 
need to produce them quickly.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
While your instincts are usually right 
when discerning ‘twixt truth and de-
ception, you could benefit from doing 
more research on the new “prospect” 
that you’ve been pitched.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your wisdom is only 
matched by your generosity, making 
you the sort of friend everyone hopes 
to have.

(c) 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) 
Impatience with those who don’t 
keep up with you can cause resis-
tance, which, in turn, can lead to more 
delays. It’s best to be helpful and sup-
portive if you want good results.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) A 
surprise announcement from a col-
league could put you on the defense. 
Gather your facts and respond. You’ll 
soon find the situation shifting in your 
favor.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) The 
time spent away from a project pays 
off with a new awareness of options 
that you hadn’t considered before. 
Weigh them carefully before deciding 
which to choose.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) Con-
sider confronting a personal conflict 
while there’s still time to work things 
out. A delay can cause more prob-
lems. A longtime colleague might 
offer to mediate.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some 
emerging matters could impede the 
Lion’s progress in completing an 
important project. Best advice: Deal 
with them now before they can create 
costly delays.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Your aspect continues to favor 
an expanding vista. This could be a 
good time to make a career move, and 
taking an out-of-town job could be a 
good way to do it.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 

22) Disruptive family disputes need to 
be settled so that everyone can move 
on. Avoid assuming this burden alone, 
though. Ask — no, demand help with 
this problem.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Patience is called for as you 
await word on an important workplace 
situation. A personal circumstance, 
however, could benefit by your taking 
immediate action.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Don’t lose confidence 
in yourself. Those doubters are likely 
to back off if you demand that they 
show solid proof as to why they think 
your ideas won’t work.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) A temporary setback 
might cause some unsettling moments 
for the usually sure-footed Goat. But 
keep going! The path ahead gets easi-
er as you move forward.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) There’s welcome news from 
the workplace. There could also be 
good news involving a relationship 
that has long held a special meaning 
for you.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
You still might need to cut some lin-
gering ties to a situation that no lon-
ger has the appeal it once held. In the 
meantime, you can start to explore 
other opportunities.

BORN THIS WEEK: Your sense 
of what’s right can inspire others if 
you remember not to push too hard 
to make your case. Moderation works 
best for you.

© 2024 King Features Synd., Inc.

FROM KING FEATURES WEEKLY SERVICE, 

628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 32803

CUSTOMER SERVICE: 800-708-7311 EXT. 257

SALOME’S STARS #12345_20240819

FOR RELEASE AUG. 19, 2024

EDITORS: These horoscopes are for use the 

week of AUG. 26, 2024
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R.I. Emergency
(401)821-9213

R.I. Lic. MP 001740
Ct. Lic. #266037

EASYFLOW PLUMBING
New Homes, Renovations, Additions, Repairs,

Water Filtration Systems, etc.
Custom quality workmanship for homeowner satisfaction.

Ray (Chip) Hinkson

PATRIST SIL CS.S S S
24 Hour Burner Service

Automatic Delivery
Discount Fuel Oil

Heating Assistance Vendor
Residential & Commercial

Oil & Kerosene
Ultra Low Sulfur Diesel

License #16 • MP #7897 • Master E-#1101

823-9291

PHENIX

DISCOUNT PRICES C.O.D.
Joe Dessert • 822-1938

License #78

Metropolitan
 Oil Co.
Metropolitan

822-9480
24-Hour Burner Service

RI Pet Lic. No. 214

Call for
Current
Prices

Rick & Greg Nunes

649-0670
Riverpoint Disposal

Rolloff Container Service
Same Day Service • Competitive Pricing

Multiple Sizes Available
Family Owned & Operated

Advertise Your 
Business Here!

����
�$33*��
����

���� 821-2216 ������
���
����������
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ANSWER: A MAN OF GENIUS MAKES NO MISTAKES; HIS 
ERRORS ARE VOLITIONAL AND ARE THE PORTALS OF 

DISCOVERY. — JAMES JOYCE

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

© 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

Puzzle Page
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Entertainment & Events

Hospitality. That’s the most important 
word to Dino Passaretta, when he 

talks about the key to the success of his fi ve 
Rhode Island restaurants.

And he can be quite circumspect about 
the word when he talks about the industry 
in general.  

“The future of the hospitality business is in 
the word itself.  There are a lot of restaurants 
that lack hospitality. Hospitality is also what’s 
lacking in the world today.Restaurants are 
bringing back that feeling of what people 
grew up with.”

He then laughed and said, “robots will 
never be in my restaurants!” 

I joined him for lunch recently at Vanda 
Cucina in the Apponaug section of Warwick 
(which was full as usual - try getting a 
reservation for dinner – best to call well 
in advance.), he was quite surprised when 
we counted the years that he worked in the 
industry. It has been 40 years.

He started with the glamorous position 
of dishwasher at Mianelli’s Restaurant on 
Chalkstone Avenue in Providence in 1984 at 
the age of 14. 

His career would take him through the 
various positions in the industry, including 
bussing tables at the iconic Capriccio 
Restaurant in Providence.

His fi rst full time job in the industry was 
at the opening of another legendary restaurant 
– Café Nuovo, where he waited tables and 
the learned the business from a unique 
perspective, as they quickly catapulted into 
one of Rhode Island’s busiest and sought-after 
restaurants. 

Three years later, the kid who grew up in 
the Mount Pleasant area of Providence (son 
of Orlando and Teresa, who both immigrated 
from Italy), moved to Boston to work for one 
of the city’s most famous restauranteurs, 
Frank DePasquale, who owns many North 
End restaurants.

He quickly become manager at one of 
DePasquale’s then newest launches – Fratelli, 

which is now located 
in the Encore Boston 
Harbor.

H e  w o u l d  t h e n 
manage restaurants for 
other legends including 
Seth Greenburg, who 
has years of experience 
acquiring and developing 
hotels, restaurants, and 
nightlife properties in 
New York, Boston and 
Miami.

He also worked for 
Scott and Rande Gerber. 
The Gerbers landed on 
the map with the opening 
of The Whiskey in the 
Paramount Hotel in New 
York City. Rande is also 
married to former super 
model Cindy Crawford. 

Dino moved to a warmer climate and 
landed a dream job as manager of the then, 
reportedly, number one restaurant in the 
country – Tantra in South Beach, Florida, 
where he would work for three years. 

But as you know (borrowing a line from 
Don Henley of the Eagles), in Rhode Island 
you can check out any time you want, but you 
can never leave. Dino returned home and fi rst 
opened with partners Moda  on South Water 
Street in Providence. It was a restaurant he 
designed and built from soup to nuts. He also 
cleverly enlisted the talents of famed Rhode 
Island chef Jules Ramos. 

First solo success
In 2007, he opened his fi rst restaurant on 

his own, “Liliana’s” in South Kingstown.  
The restaurant was named after his daughter. 
This new restaurant, Dino said, “literally 
made me.” 

The location was perfect, near the 
intersections of Route 1 and 138 on the 
way to the beaches. The spot, located in the 

Holiday Inn, was so 
successful that he was 
approached with a deal 
to buy the restaurant. 
He couldn’t refuse it.

So, he sold the 
restaurant but kept 
the name. For a time 
he owned restaurants 
in the Westin Hotel 
(n o w  t h e  O m n i ) 
i n  d o w n t o w n 
Providence, as well as 
one in the Hilton Hotel 
adjacent to the Amica 
Pavilion. 

Still not satisfi ed, 
and unwilling to rest 
on his laurels, in 2018 
Dino opened what 
he described as his 

passion project, Vanda Cucina in Apponaug. 
The restaurant was named after his mother.

On any given day or night, you might see 
celebrities and people from all over Rhode 
Island and nearby states.

His mother’s kitchen
Dino lights up when he talks about Vanda.
“I designed the restaurant to represent my 

mother’s kitchen,” he said. “My mother had 
plants all over the house, and most of the décor 
is from her kitchen and living room. It is a 
testament to her.  She was an amazing cook, 
and I recall how mostly Italian was spoken in 
the house.” Dino speaks fl uent Italian.

He now owns fi ve restaurants - Vanda 
in Warwick, Locanda in South Kingstown, 
Seacraft in Narragansett, Public Kitchen and 
Bar in the Renaissance Hotel in Providence, 
and the new hot spot – Viola in Barrington.

I asked the obvious question, how do you 
manage fi ve restaurants?

“Only one way.  It’s the people who work 
with you,” he said. “I don’t micro-manage.  It’s 
why I’m able to do it. I have general managers 

who have worked for me for years.”
Walk into any one of his restaurants 

and you will find management and staff 
seamlessly working together, going overboard 
to try to accommodate their guests.

Asked how diffi cult it is to open a new 
restaurant in Rhode Island, Dino thought for 
a moment.

“It could be easier … the fees are ridiculous 
and there seems to be more permits required 
(than other states), but the most important part 
is hiring the right people,” he said. “It’s really 
not diffi cult to fi nd employees once people 
know that you are established and are a good 
employer. People want to work for you,” 

Finally, I asked about retirement.
“Being in this business for 40 years, you 

can’t retire when you’re old,” he said. “If you 
can’t pass the torch to someone younger, then 
you’re in the business for the wrong reasons. 
One of the people I will pass the torch to is 
my Chef at Vanda – Gina Pezza.” 

What about daughter Liliana?  She’s now 
19 and studying at college in Boston. 

“No interest yet.”  
I bet he hopes that changes. He also left 

our luncheon conversation with a little teaser.
“There might be something special 

coming to the Capital City, where I was born. 
Tune in to fi nd out when,” he said.

I think it’s a safe bet to assume whatever 
that is, there will be no robots involved.

Serving Up
Good Feelings
“The future of the hospitality business
  is in the word itself.” — DINO PASSARETTA

Good Feelings
By J. MICHAEL LEVESQUE

Dino Passaretta at Vanda, one of his fi ve 
Rhode Island restaurants.

Dino with his daughter Liliana.

Dino with a group of his close friends at Vanda. 
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Assorted Flavors
6 Pack Cookies $299

ea.

Half
Parisian Bread $199ea.  
Assorted Flavors
Half Pies $899

ea.

Roasted
Zucchini & Squash

$569
lb.

Balsamic Grilled
Chicken Breast $899

lb.

Chicken Tenders $799
lb.

Mashed
Sweet Potatoes $529

lb.

American
Chop Suey Entrée $699

lb.

FROZEN FOODS

DAIRY

BUTCHER SHOP

PREPARED FOODSDELI

ea.

ea.

Honey Maple
Ham $999

lb.  
Hans Kissle
Twist Pasta Salad$499

lb.

Raspberry
White Chocolate
Cake

14 oz. 4 ct.
Yasso
Frozen Yogurt
Bars

7 oz. Cabot
Cracker Cuts 2/$5
5.3 oz. 
Brown Cow
Yogurt 5/$5

Cooper Sharp
American
Cheese

Fresh Grade “A”   
Boneless
Chicken Thighs $299

lb.
16 oz. Shady Brook Farms   
93% Lean
Ground Turkey $499

ea.

lb.

$449

$1599

Mott’s
Apple Juice

2.87–5.12 oz.

Sun Chips,
Funyuns,
or Doritos
Canisters

BAKERY

USDA Choice
Bottom Round
Pot Roast   $499

lb.
USDA Choice
Beef
Stew Meat   $599

lb.

$599

Celery

Small or Large
Red Potatoes 99¢lb.
Red
Onions 89¢lb
Large
Kiwi 79¢ea.
Iceberg
Lettuce

$149hd.
Imported
Blueberries

$299pkg. Green or Yellow
Squash

$129lb.

Baby Peeled Carrots
1 lb. Bag

$149
BUTCHER SHOP

Celery

$$114949 ea.

10 oz.
Shrimp Ring

$699ea.SEAFOOD

64 oz.

2/$6

2/$5

12 oz./10 ct.
Starbucks Ground,
Whole Bean, or
K-Cups

$999
ea.

11 oz. Bob’s  
Red Mill Granola

$399
ea.

8.8–14 oz.  
El Paso Dinner Kits

$299
ea.

12 oz. Sue Bee  
Honey Bears

$499
ea.

bunch

Bottom Round

Ground Turkey

10 oz.
Shrimp Ring
SEAFOOD

Cooper Sharp $599

GROCERY

2/

FROZEN FOODS

$449

Prices
 in Effect
February

19–25

We reserve the right to limit quantities & correct typographical errors. Illustrations are for design purposes only. Items are while supplies last and no rain checks. Due to current market conditions, item retails may change, and products may become unavailable unexpectedly.

Reliably Sourced 
Locally Served
PROVIDING QUALITY PRODUCE AND FRIENDLY SERVICE
TO OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1954

WEEKLY SPECIALS
PRODUCEPRODUCE

Locations:
Local Market Narragansett

1183 BOSTON NECK ROAD
NARRAGANSETT, RI 02882

401-284-2900
HOURS: MON – SUN: 7AM – 7PM

West Greenwich
10 ARNOLD FARM ROAD

WEST GREENWICH, RI 02817
401-397-7624

HOURS: MON – SAT: 7AM – 7PM  SUN: 7AM – 6PMwww.rochs.com
Visit us online at


