
As the world copes 
with the unprecedented 
changes being made to 
everyday life due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, one 
Dayton City School [DCS] 
teacher felt the call to do 
her part and immediately 
put a rare craft to good use 
— sewing.

For DCS Pre-K teacher 
Kristie Masterson, sewing 
has been a pastime she 
taught herself at the age of 
18 while away at college, 
and has enjoyed the craft 
ever since. Albeit, growing 
up, she said she watched 
her mother, Kathy Woot-
ten, sew around the house 
and was very familiar with 
the sewing machine.

M a s t e r s o n ’s  m o s t 
recent project, cotton-
blend face masks, were a 
result of something she 
saw in a Facebook post 
while at home during her 
Spring Break.

“That whole week of 
spring break, I just felt 
helpless, and I thought, 
there has to be something 
I can do,” Masterson said. 
“Then I started seeing 
Facebook posts toward the 
end of the week from 
nurses across the country 
begging people to help 
sew masks for hospitals. 

“They were posting 
tutorials, patterns, etc., 
and asking anyone who 
could sew to please help,” 
continued Masterson. 
“These masks are not 
medical grade, but they 

are machine washable.”
After seeing the posts, 

Masterson said she imme-
diately called her mom 
and told her of the idea of 
what they could do to help, 
which was , make the 
masks for anyone in the 
Rhea County community 
or Chattanooga area who 

wanted one. 
The very first masks 

made by Masterson were 
for her sister, Karen, who 
works in the physical ther-
apy field. 

Masterson took on this 
project as a way to help 
her community, and made 
it very clear she intends to 

donate all of them.
“If someone wants to 

pay for them, I ask them to 
pay it forward instead,” 
said Masterson. “I feel so 
blessed to be able to help! 
It is something I can do. 
Anyone with a machine 
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Consequently, faith 
comes from hearing 

the message, and 
the message is 

heard through the 
word about Christ.

—Romans 10:17

Shirley T. Bare
Angie Marie Neal Jenkins Hunter
Van Marler
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            Be   
     Counted 
     Rhea 
County!

This 2020 Census message brought to you by County Executive George Thacker.
2020CENSUS.GOV

We need each of you to be a part of making Rhea County’s future 
brighter……PARTICIPATE and BE COUNTED in the 2020 Census 

to help get funding for our Rhea County schools, roads and 
hospital……just to name a few.

ATTENTION RHEA COUNTY:  
BE COUNTED IN THE 2020 CENSUS

Bryan College
Lady Lion Sarah Welch 
claims All-AAC honors 
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View photos 
from spring 
sports prior to 
season halt
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QUARANTINE MANDATED
Tennessee Governor Bill 

Lee signed Executive Order 23 
requiring that Tennesseans stay 
home unless they are carrying 

out essential activities as data 
shows an increase in citizen 
movement across the state.

 “Over the last few weeks, 
we have seen decreases in 
movement around the state as 
Tennesseans socially distance 
and stay at home,” said Gov. 

Lee. “However, in recent days 
we have seen data indicating 
that movement may be increas-
ing and we must get these 
numbers trending back down. 
I have updated my previous 
executive order to clearly 
require that Tennesseans stay 

at home unless they are carry-
ing out essential activities.”

Data from the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation 
analyzed traffic patterns for 
March 2020. While safer at 
home measures and further 
restrictions on businesses 

showed a steep drop-off in 
vehicle movement from March 
13-29, data beginning on March 
30 indicates travel is trending 
upwards, again.

The Administration also 
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The state health department removed Rhea 
County from a list of counties with confirmed 
coronavirus cases on Wednesday after state 
and local officials said they had been informed 
that a confirmed case has mistakenly been 
attributed from Rhea County.

State Rep. Ron Travis and Rhea County 
Executive George Thacker both confirmed on 
Wednesday that a case had mistakenly been 
attributed to a Rhea County resident. Travis 
said that the confirmed case was actually a 
resident from Rutherford County.

Travis recently held a meeting with county 
and municipal officials to provide an update on 
the state’s actions amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic. He said that the state had tested nearly 
20,000 people, and as of press time Friday, there 
were 2,845 confirmed cases in the state and 32 
deaths.

Travis said that state officials estimate that 
the peak of the virus in the State of Tennessee 
will hit in two to four weeks.

Travis said that the state is currently seek-
ing three courses of action to combat the 
spread of the virus, including increasing test-
ing, increasing the number of hospital beds 
and making sure data is being shared quickly 
among the state, local government and the 
public.

Rhea County Emergency Management 
Director Jackie Reavley, who attended the 
meeting, said that the National Guard was cur-
rently set up at the Rhea County Health 
Department to assist with testing. He said that 
patients must meet the testing criteria to be 
evaluated, which means symptoms must be 
present.

State removes 
Rhea from list of 
COVID-19 
positive counties
State, county, municipal 
leaders meet amid 
coronavirus pandemic
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Photo submitted

Dayton City School pre-K teacher Kristie Masterson is pictured above sewing masks for those who 
need them. She has made nearly 150 masks to date.

Making a difference, 
one mask at a time
BY ERNIE HARRIS
SPORTS EDITOR
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