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Herald-News photos 
by Reed Johnson

The Scopes Trial Festival returned to 
downtown Dayton over the weekend. 
The event featured bluegrass music, the 
Scopes Trial play ‘How It Started,’ food 
and craft vendors and tours of the 
Scopes Trial Museum, pictured right.
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For the LORD watches 
over the way of the 
righteous, but the way 
of the wicked leads to 
destruction.

— Psalm 1:6
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Collins cashes in for 
Late Model win at 
Spring City’s Mountain 
View Raceway

SPortS, Page 7

Rhea County High 
School softball team 
celebrates 2021 
season with banquet

Body found Saturday in Spring City
The body of a deceased man 

was found in Spring City on Sat-
urday at around 10:30 a.m., accord-
ing to an incident report on file at 
the Rhea County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. 

According to Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department Deputy 
Brian Hall, he was dispatched to 
4000 block of Ideal Valley Road 
after a 911 caller claimed to have 
seen a male laying in a field near 
a bicycle. Hall said that the man 
and bicycle were found at the bot-
tom of a small trail that led off of 
Ideal Valley Road.

“Upon arrival, myself, reserve 
deputy Curtis Diffenderfer and 
the med unit went to check the 
condition of the victim,” Hall 
said.

Upon inspection of the body, 
Hall said that it appeared that the 
man had been deceased at least a 
couple days due to the state of 
decomposition. 

The county medical examiner 
also later arrived on scene and 
pronounced the man deceased 
and sent the body to a forensic lab 
to be examined.

Rhea County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment Chief Deputy John Argo 
said as of press time Tuesday, that 
the victim has not yet been posi-
tively identified and there was no 

signs of foul play.
“There were no signs of foul 

play or signs of the bike being 
struck by a vehicle or anything 
like that,” Argo said.

Investigators said they cur-
rently suspect that the victim may 
have suffered a fatal medical con-
dition; however, the investigation 
is ongoing.

BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Tennessee Valley Authority has two sched-
uled power outages for the City of Dayton 
electric customers in July and early August.

The planned outages are set for Sunday, 
July 25, at 12:30 a.m. and Sunday, Aug. 1, at 
12:30 a.m.

The outages will end at 4:30 a.m. each day.
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Power outages 
planned for Dayton

Tennessee’s economic recovery continued 
in June as the statewide unemployment rate 
decreased to 4.9 percent, according to the lat-
est data by the Department of Labor and 
Workforce Development [TDLWD]. 

The state’s new rate is 0.1 of a percentage 
point lower than May’s statistic of 5 percent. 
Tennessee’s unemployment rate has been at 
5.1 percent, or lower, for the last six months. In 
March 2020, the last month before COVID-19 
business closures impacted the economy, Ten-
nessee’s unemployment rate was 4 percent.

State unemployment 
rate decreases in June
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Summer Nights Concert Series continues on Friday

Photo submitted

The Michael Seabolt Band perfoms at the Nokian Tyres Summer Nights Concert Series on 
Friday, July 16. The series continues on Friday, July 23.

The Nokian Tyres Summer Nights 2021 
Concert Series continues this Friday with a per-
formance by Brandon Maddox in downtown 
Dayton at the courthouse stage.

 “We are very proud to partner with Nokian 
Tyres once again as our event sponsor,” said 
Dorothy Anderson, RHPF Administrative Assis-
tant and Event Organizer.

On Friday, July 23, all you young ladies hold 
on to your hearts as Brandon Maddox brings his 
sweet country voice to the courthouse stage 
once again. 

It will be a treat for you on July 30 with a 
special finale night featuring Nashville’s own 
Runaway Home. These guys will bring some of 
the best folk, country and middle of the road 
music Nashville has to offer. 

 “We are doing something different this year 
to involve the community more,” Anderson said. 
“We are offering from 4 to 5:30 p.m. an open mic 
time. Local singers can show off their talent as 
they open for the main event band of the night. 
They will be given 10-12 minutes to shine on the 
courthouse stage. Rhea County has so many 
talented people that deserve to be heard. So, we 
want to provide the outlet for that.” 

This showcase of local talent will be judged 
each of the first four weeks and two winners will 
be chosen to open for the finale night band, 
Runaway Home.  Applications for the open mic 
are available upon request from rheaheritage-
foundation@gmail.com.

“Also, this year there will be some great 
giveaways each night in an e-raffle. On finale 
night, we will give away of a set of Nokian Tyres,” 
Anderson said. “There will be more information 
on the other prizes to e-raffle later, so watch our 
Scopes Summer Nights Facebook page.”
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SCOPES FESTIVAL BRINGS 
MUSIC,VISITORS TO 
DOWNTOWN DAYTON


