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local teams’ sporting 
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keep yourselves in 
God’s love as you 

wait for the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to bring you 
to eternal life.

—Jude 1:21

BEST OF THE BEST

Page 12

VOTE FOR THE BEST OF THE 
BEST AS THE ANNUAL CONTEST 
RETURNS, AND VOTE ONLINE AT 
WWW.RHEAHERALDNEWS.COM

Rhea County High 
School golfers down 
Cumberland County 
High School Jets
SPortS, Page 7

Sponsored by:

Catch 
The Herald-News 
COACH’S CORNER

each Tuesday morning with our Sports Editor, Ernie Harris and 
Coach Pemberton about Friday night Rhea County Football.

Go to: www.rheaheraldnews.com/sports/coachs_corner/ ...or 
catch it on Facebook or our YouTube channel (rheaheraldnews)

Sheriff warns against quick release of inmates
COVID-19 orders allowing non-violent offenders to be released on their own recognizance

With COVID-19’s tendency 
to spread more easily and rap-
idly in enclosed spaces with 
larger crowds, the Tennessee 

Supreme Court declared a state 
of emergency in March for the 
judicial branch in Tennessee that 
allowed judges to reduce bail for 
pretrial detainees.

The move was taken to help 
lessen jail populations as well as 
lessen the number of people 

crowded into courtrooms. Cur-
rently, the 12th Judicial District is 
under a standing order that bail 
for non-violent, unsentenced 
misdemeanor charges be set at 
zero dollars and detainees have 
been released from custody on 
ROR bonds — released on their 

own recognizance.
However, Rhea County Sher-

iff Mike Neal said that the local 
sheriff’s department is seeing a 
number of repeat offenders in 
light of the high number of ROR 
bonds being issued.

“When arrestees are released 

on their own recognizance, no 
one is left with the responsibility 
of insuring they appear in court 
as well as remain local,” Neal 
said. “Many of those released 
will be repeat offenders due to 

BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

See BONDS, PAGE 2
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Rhea County firefighters recently doused a residential fire on New Lake Road in Spring City. According to officials, firefighters were 
able to save part of the home and no was injured in the blaze.

SPRING CITY HOME BURNS

Organizers for the 2021 
Tennessee Strawberry Festival 
are already planning next 
year’s festival and even recent-
ly announced a Tennessee 
Strawberry Festival Parade 
date of Saturday, May 8, 2021.

The Strawberry Festival 
Committee is also seeking 
entries for themes for next 
year’s festival. According to 
organizers, if the committee 
chooses your theme, you win 
$100, a Strawberry Festival 

Prize Pack, as well as recogni-
tion at the Strawberry Festival 
Parade and free parade entry.

To enter, submit a theme 
with your name, address and 
number via fax at (423) 570-
0105 or via email at tsfday-
tontn@gmail.com by no later 
than 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 30.

In other festival news, 
organizers also announced 
that Kerry Nabors, with Dil-
lard Construction, and April 
Curtis, with FirstBank, will 
serve as co-chars for the 2021 
Tennessee Strawberry Festi-
val.

Strawberry Festival 
seeking 2021 themes
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Care Center 
holding virtual 
Walk for Life
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
The Care Center’s annual Walk for Life will 
be held virtually this year.

Organizers said that while the actual 
walk may be different, participants will 
gather sponsors normally.

“First and foremost, you will still gather 
your sponsors just as in previous years,” 
organizers said. “We will have sponsor forms 
available at area churches, The Care Center 
offices and a version you can download 
straight to your computer and print off.”

Visit www.thecarecentertn.org to print off 
a sponsor form.

“Before you walk, just drop off or mail in 
your sponsor form, and we will announce 
our top three earners the following week.”

During the week of Sept. 14-19 choose 
your own walking location and walk two 

See WALK, PAGE 2
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The Dayton Lions Club recently honored club member Sarah Heath, who lived in China for three years and 
recently spoke to the club about her life in China. She moved there to teach English as a Second Language. 
Pictured above, from left to right, are Dayton Lions Club President John Rhines and Heath. 


