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Rhea County High
School Eagle soccer
team ready for 2021
season

Rhea County High
School Lady Eagles
softball team defeats
Kingston 10-0
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Messimer named director of schools
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR
The Rhea County School
Board recently voted to hire
former Rhea County High
School Principal Jesse Messimer as Rhea County Director

of Schools.
Messimer was hired into
the position after the passing of
longtime Rhea County Director
of Schools Jerry Levengood earlier this month. Messimer was
voted in unanimously with an
8-0 vote, as Rhea County School
Board Member Brenda Hill

Mayoral
candidates
speak out
ahead of
election

absent from the meeting.
Messimer has worked in
the school system for 31 years
and said that while he is looking
forward to working for the system in his new capacity, he will
miss working with Levengood.
“I’m excited, but I do wish it
was under different circum-

stances. That’s the hard part,”
Messimer said.“I do wish I was
still working with Mr. Levengood.”
Levengood had the school
system going in an excellent
direction, Messimer said, and
the school system aims to keep
the momentum going.

“I’m very happy to be
named,”he said.“I look forward
to keeping the school system on
the track that Mr. Levengood
had it on, and I look forward to
continue working with the kids
and moving the school system
forward.”

Candidates
weigh in on the
issues

NO INJURIES REPORTED IN THURSDAY WRECK

Five candidates are vying for two seats on the
Dayton City Council. The Herald-News reached
out to all candidates with prepared questions.
Their responses are published here in full.

BILL GRAHAM

What aspects of the job do you
see as most important and how
are you qualified
to perform them?

[EDITOR’S NOTE] Two candidates
are vying for the Dayton mayoral
seat. The election is set for April 21,
and early voting runs from April 1 to
April 16.The Herald-News reached
out to all candidates with prepared
questions. Their responses are published here in full.

GARY LOUALLEN
What aspects of the job
do you see as most
important and how are
you qualified to
perform them?
“It is vital for a councilman to
make themselves available at all
times to meet with our citizens,
discuss any concerning issues,
and do
everything
they can to
resolve them.
As Mayor, it
is important
to lead our
local government, set priLOUALLEN
orities and
communicate our
communities needs. I
know that
listening to
people and
leading in a
way that
MARSH
serves their
best interest
is the most important way I can
give back. I feel I have accomplished that in my years of sitting
on the council.
“A municipality, even a small
one like our city, has many moving parts and resembles a business in many ways. As a businessman, I have the experience
and knowledge to delegate the
responsibility of work to qualiSee MAYOR, PAGE A2
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An early morning wreck occurred on Highway 27 on Thursday near McDonald’s and Able Drive.
According to first responders at the scene, no one was injured in the two-vehicle wreck.

Vaccine available for all
Rhea residents 16 and older
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS
The state health department overseeing
the southeast region of Tennessee recently
announce it is expanding vaccine eligibility
and offering extended hours to increase
access to COVID-19 vaccination in the community. The region includes the following
counties: Bledsoe, Bradley, Franklin, Grundy,
Marion, McMinn, Meigs, Polk, Rhea and
Sequatchie.
All 10 counties in the southeast region are
now vaccinating all residents 16 and older.
Local health departments offer COVID-19
vaccination by appointment. To book your
appointment, visit Vaccinate.tn.gov and click
the blue “Proceed to COVID-19 questionnaire”button at the bottom of the page to start
your registration. If you need help scheduling
your vaccination, please call 866-442-5301.
The Moderna vaccine is currently authorized for ages 18 and older.The Pfizer vaccine
is currently authorized for use in individuals
16 and older. To find a site that offers the

OBITUARIES
“For nothing will
be impossible with
God.”
—Luke 1:37

MESSIMER

Adam Thomas Dotson
“Jack” Odis Tate Martin
John William Scarborough
james Carroll “JC” Smith

Pfizer vaccine, or a clinic near you, visit vaccinefinder.org. To accommodate individuals’
schedules, county health departments are
offering some extended hours during the
week.
“We’re eager to offer these additional
opportunities for people to get their COVID19 vaccinations in a way that works more
conveniently with their schedules,” said
Southeast Regional Director Glenn
Czarnecki.“The more people who choose to
get their vaccinations, the sooner our community can return to normal day-to-day
activities.”
The Tennessee Department of Health
reminds all Tennessee residents that in addition to vaccination, wearing a face mask,
maintaining social distance, and getting
tested when exposed or sick are critical to
controlling the pandemic.
Tennessee’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan
focuses on those most at risk for serious illness and death from COVID-19. Learn what
phase of the vaccination plan you’re in at
https://covid19.tn.gov/covid-19-vaccines/
eligibility/.
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“Essentially, the
most important parts
of the job are stewardship of taxpayers
funds, duties as a Dayton City School Board
Member and understanding the intricacies
and impacts of policy
decisions.
“For five years, I
served as Finance
Director for Rhea
County, prior to that
was a Rhea County
school board member
and prior to that I
managed my own
business. All these
things work together
to provide me great
insight on how to manage the business of the
city while understanding the impact of the
city’s decisions on our
taxpayers. Thus far, I
am proud of what we
have accomplished as
far as the city’s various
enterprises and I
believe the best is still
yet to come.
“As a school board
member, I am even
prouder of what Dayton City School has
accomplished. My first
elected office was as a
Rhea County School
Board member in 2000,
so our students have
always been my top
priority. While the
school’s success is
directly a result of our
teachers and administrators, as a policymak-

Galleries: Photos from
local events can be
viewed and purchased
online.
To subscribe, call
423-775-6111
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The Herald-News presents
BIBLE VERSE SEARCH
Over the next 13 weeks, over 200 Bibles will
be given away by local businesses that
sponsor the page.
See the Wednesday edition to participate.

