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COVID-19 VACCINES ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO CERTAIN 
QUALIFYING MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC

Find vaccine information at 
www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov.html

Rhea Co. HIgh School 
basektball teams fall 
to Cavaliers in regular 
season finale
SPortS, Page 7

Rhea County High 
School’s Campos earns 
TSSA state 
tournament berth
SPortS, Page 7

News Tips
Email: news@rheaheraldnews.com
Phone: 423-775-6111
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ONLINE EXTRAS AT
RHEAHERALDNEWS.COM

Galleries: Photos from 
local teams’ sporting 
events can be viewed 
and purchased online.

To subscribe, call 
423-775-6111
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“The Lord is my 
strength and my song, 
and he has become my 

salvation; this is my 
God, and I will praise 
him, my father’s God, 
and I will exalt him.”

—Exodus 15:2

Photo submitted

Firefighters with the Dayton Fire Department responded to a commercial dumpster fire on Thursday morning at the America’s Best 
Value Inn on Rhea County Highway. Firefighters were able to successfully extinguish the blaze. The cause of the fire is unknown and 
there were no injuries.

DFD DOUSES DUMPSTER BLAZE

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
[VITA] program offers free tax help for 
those individuals who generally make 
$57,000 or less and need assistance in 
preparing their own tax returns. 

The IRS-certified volunteers provide 

free basic income tax return preparation 
with electronic filing to qualified indi-
viduals.

Due to COVID-19 concerns for the 
public and volunteer’s health, those 
wishing to take advantage of this ser-
vice must call and make an appoint-
ment. 

Beginning on Monday, Feb. 8, volun-
teers will be accepting calls and making 

appointments for those interested. Calls 
will be accepted Monday through 
Wednesday between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. 

If interested, call (423) 406-8022. If 
busy, leave a message or try again later. 
During your phone interview, you will 
be given instructions on the interview 
protocol and what items you will be 
required to bring to your appointment. 
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Income tax assistance available

Early voting for 
special election 
begins next week

Early voting for the upcoming City of Day-
ton special election begins next week on Thurs-
day, Feb. 25, and ends March 12.

A special election will be held on March 17 
to fill the empty seat once held by Dayton City 
Council Member Jim Lewis, who passed away 
in late December.

Early voters will cast their ballots at the Rhea 
County Election Commission, and polls will be 
open from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, and on Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon.

Ted Doss, Lance Sholl and Caleb Yawn have 
submitted qualifying petitions to run for the 
seat.

Election Day for the special election is set for 
March 17, and all voting on that day will take 
place at the Rhea County Welcome Center on 
Main Street, not the election commission office. 
Polls are open on Election Day from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m.

Nearly a month later, the normal Dayton 
City Council election will be held where a may-
oral seat and two city council seats are up for 
grabs. 

Early voting for the regular election begins 
on Thursday, April 1, and continues until Friday, 
April 16. As in previous elections, early voters 
will cast their ballots at the Rhea County Elec-
tion Commission, and polls will be open from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, and 
on Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon.

Incumbent Dayton Mayor Gary Louallen is 
seeking to retain his seat and is running against 
challenger Hurley Marsh.

Incumbent city council members Bill Gra-
ham and Steve Randolph are also seeking to 
keep their seats and will be running against 
challengers Bo Kaylor, Paul Soyster and Angie 
Pierce Stumbo.

All voters must show photo identification 
prior to casting their ballots. For more informa-
tion on the upcoming elections, contact the 
Rhea County Election Commission at (423) 
775-7816.

BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Herald-News photo by Reed Johnson

Work progresses at the site of the new doctors’ offices near Rhea Medical Center, pictured above. 
The offices will be located along White Oak Road in north Dayton, off of Highway 27.
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Nathan Lorenzen, a longtime bank-
er with strong ties to East Tennessee, 
has joined FirstBank as a financial cen-
ter manager at its Dayton location. In 
his new position, Lorenzen will be 
responsible for overseeing branch 
operations, building relationships with 
customers and businesses, and helping 
grow the Dayton market.

Lorenzen has a strong financial 
background and has worked in bank-
ing for almost two decades. Prior to 
joining the FirstBank team, he served as 
vice president and branch manager at 
a local branch of a national bank.

 “Nathan is an extremely knowl-

edgeable banker and brings a valu-
able, diverse skillset to the financial 
center manager position,” said Nathan 
Hunter, East Tennessee Regional Pres-
ident. “We look forward to working 
with him and know that he’ll be an 
asset in helping our customers and our 
community build a better future.”

 “I look forward to continuing to 
help our community grow and to 
working with local residents and busi-
nesses in meeting their financial 
needs,” Lorenzen said. “I am thankful 
for the opportunity to join the First-
Bank family and help expand our 
footprint in the area.”

Lorenzen was a member of the 
Rotary Club for nearly 10 years and 

FirstBank adds financial center 
manager in Dayton

See BANK, PAGE 2


