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“He gives power to 
the faint, and to 

him who has no 
might he increases 

strength.”

—Isaiah 40:29
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Bryan College’s 
Sarah Welch makes 
program history in 
track and field
SPortS, Page 10

County middle school 
volleyball teams hold 
eighth-grade night
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Mail carrier facing numerous drug charges

CHANCE

A Dayton woman is facing 
a variety of drug charges after 
deputies with the Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department allege she 
was driving a “red mail jeep” 

while under the influence.
At around 3:30 p.m. on Sat-

urday, Feb. 27, Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department Investiga-
tor Charlie Jenkins responded 
to reports a vehicle driving 
erratically on Highway 60, cross-
ing the centerline into oncom-
ing traffic.

“I found the driver of a red 
mail Jeep to be Melissa Chance, 
and the vehicle was registered 
to Ms. Chance,” Jenkins said. “I 
asked Ms. Chance if she had 
taken any medication that 
would make her drive out of the 
lane of travel, as I could see sev-
eral pill bottles in her open 

purse and several white, oval 
shaped pills in the cup holder, 
identified later as acetamino-
phen 500mg. There was unde-
livered mail laying in the floor 
of the vehicle as well.”

Jenkins said that Chance’s 
speech was slurred, and when 
he asked her to step out of the 

vehicle, she was unsteady on 
her feet.

Upon searching the vehicle, 
Jenkins said he found a variety 
of pills, and Chance claimed 
she had a prescription for the 
medication and could show 
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Candidates speak out ahead of 
special Dayton City Council election

[EDITOR’S NOTE] Three candidates are vying 
for the city council seat that was left open after 
the passing of Dayton City Council Member 
Jim Lewis.: Ted Doss, Lance Sholl and Caleb 
Yawn. The election is set for March 17, and early 
voting is underway at the Rhea County Election 
Commission. The Herald-News reached out to 
all three candidates with prepared questions. 
Their responses are published here in full.

What aspects of the job do you see 
as most important and how are 
you qualified to perform them?

 “The most important thing that a council-
man does is stay in touch with constituents. 
Daily, a councilman speaks with citizens about 
what they want. A particular vote on a particular 
issue, a complaint about taxes, a problem with 
a sidewalk or a street light, are just a few things 
that are addressed daily.

“You can’t come into a city councilman 
position with a personal agenda. You represent 
the total population of this city.

“Looking into 2021 and beyond, people are, 
in many aspects, wanting to return to some 
level of normal, but I think that new level of 
normal is not going to be one we’ve experi-

enced before. I think we’ll take what we learned 
in 2020, put that into the best parts of our past, 
and create what our future will be. I believe we 
need to plan forward knowing that we’re build-
ing a new horizon. 2021 is the beginning of what 
I consider a great future.

“I feel that I am well qualified for the posi-
tion of city councilman. I have set on the 
Graysville city board as councilman, vice mayor 
and mayor for twelve plus years working with 
other councilmen in setting budgets in all 
departments, creating ordinances, etc. I also 
was a member of the planning commission. I 
have attended levels 1 and 2 of Elected Officials 
Academy. I was the vice chairman on the Eco-
nomic Development Council.”

Identify and explain at least three 
goals you would like to accomplish 
over the next four years if elected.

“Infrastructure: The city needs to identify 
roads that need to be repaved and develop a 
plan to complete this in phases. Sidewalks need 
to be evaluated as to whether they need to be 
repaired or replaced. Pavilions and bathrooms 
at our city parks need to be updated by repair-
ing or replacing.

“Host more arts and crafts:  I would like for 

the city to host more activities that would dis-
play some of the local talent and draw outsiders 
in to view their work, such as: Quilt shows to 
display our quilters beautiful quilts, artists and 
their art work and much more.

“Recognize our veterans:  I would like for us 
to designate a place in our city to dedicate to 
veterans. Either one of our existing parks or 
another suggestion would be to have some of 
our local veterans form a committee to gather 
ideas of what would be appropriate and bring 
it to the city council.”

What do you see as the city’s role 
in economic development?

“The main thing that has changed the entire 
game is globalization. Nowadays if you are not 
in the international game of economic develop-
ment you’re not in the game at all. What we are 
trying to do is bring companies from around 
the world to Dayton.

“Sam Wells, Tennessee Department of Eco-
nomic and Community Development South-
east Regional Director and Dennis Tumlin, 
Executive Director for Rhea County Economic 
and Community Development in 2015 started 

TED DOSS LANCE SHOLL CALEB YAWN

Familes 
needed 
to host 
exchange 
student

The Dayton Rotary Club is 
looking for families to host an 
international exchange stu-
dent for the fall 2021 school 
year. 

“We plan to have a female 
high school student spend the 
school year attending Rhea 
County High School and 
moving within four host fam-
ilies,” Rotary Club officials 
said. “That means, if we get 
four families, it would only be 
a two to two-and-a-half 
month commitment. This 
unique opportunity will place 
you as ambassadors for Rhea 
County and the United States 
of America, while also learn-
ing about another special 
place and culture. What a way 
to spend part of your year!”

If you or someone you 
know may be interested, 
please, contact Lisanne Boling 
at ceo@thecarecentertn.org.

There will be a U.S. State 
Department. background 
check and training for all of 
the chosen families.
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Rotary Club 
seeking families 
for fall 2021
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Members of the Rhea County School Board join Rhea County Director of Schools Jerry 
Levengood, seated center, and members of his family at a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the new 
central office building on Friday. The new facility is named the Levengood Educational Center, 
in honor of Levengood’s service to the community. It is located on Broadway Street in Dayton.

State Sen. Ken Yager (R-Kingston) recent-
ly received approval from the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee for legislation requiring 
adoptive parents receiving subsidies to annu-
ally provide the Department of Children’s 
Services [DCS] with medical or school enroll-
ment records to ascertain a health check.  

Senate Bill 270 comes after the horrific 
deaths of two Roane County children.  It also 
authorizes DCS to initiate a face-to-face visit 
if the adoptive parent fails to provide the 
documentation and foul play might be sus-
pected. 

 “This was an abhorrent crime,” said Yager, 

who represents Roane County in the Tennes-
see Senate. “These children lived in barbaric 
conditions which are hard for us to imagine 
in the worst of nightmares. We must do 
everything we can to ensure this never hap-
pens again and that children in the state’s 
custody are adopted into loving homes, not 
those who would abuse them while pocket-
ing their adoption subsidy.”

The arrest warrant said the children were 
fed a “starvation diet of light bread and water” 
by their adoptive parents. They were also 
locked in a basement and caged in isolation. 
Roane County law enforcement authorities 
found the body of one of the deceased chil-
dren, a young girl, buried in the family’s barn 

Yager’s legislation to protect 
adopted children advances
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TED DOSS


