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You, LORD, are my 
lamp; the LORD 

turns my darkness 
into light.

—2 Samuel 22:29

Ed Brown

Lady Eagles soccer 
team falls in 6-AAA 
district semifinals to 
Warren County
SPortS, Page B1

Rhea Alliance 
names winners 
of scholarship 
fishing tourney
SPortS, Page B1

Herald-News photo by Reed Johnson

Tennessee Secretary of State Tre Hargett, right, visited the Rhea County Election Commisison on the first day of early voting on 
Wednesday. Hargett is pictured above with, from left to right, Rhea County Election Commissioners Hurley Marsh, Linda Pendergrass 
and Rhea County Administrator of Elections Tom Davis.

Murder suspect indicted by grand jury
A Rhea County man has 

been indicted for first-degree 
murder and abuse of a corpse 

in connection to the discovery 
of the body of a Bradley Coun-
ty woman in Rhea County in 
September.

Guy O’Connell, 44, was 
indicted by the Rhea County 
Grand Jury and is currently in 

a  Lawrence, Kansas , ja i l . 
According to reports, local 
p r o s e c u t o r s  a r e  s e e k i n g 
O’Connell’s extradition to Rhea 
County from Kansas, where 
investigators said he was stay-
ing with family.

The body of 34-year-old 
Amber Monday was found in a 
shallow grave in early Septem-
ber on Dayton Mountain, 
according to reports, not far 
from Laurelbrook School. 

Investigators were soon 

able to tie O’Connell, who 
reports describe as Monday’s 
boyfriend, to the disappearance 
and death of Monday.

This is a developing story. 
See future editions of The Her-
ald-News for updates.
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Nearly 2K early votes cast so far

After nearly three days of early 
voting, nearly 2,000 people have cast 
their ballots early in Rhea County.

According to Rhea County 
Administrator of Elections Tom 
Davis, 1,847 people have voted early 
as of Friday afternoon, and he said 
that such a high early voting turnout 
is rarely seen.

“We haven’t seen anything like 
this in a long time, if ever,” Davis 
said.

Of those 1,847 who have voted 
early, 1,405 voted in person and 442 
votes were cast at either nursing 
homes or through absentee ballots. 

Early voting, which runs from 
Oct. 14 to Oct. 29, will take place at 
the Rhea County Election Commis-
sion, located at 125 Court Street in 
Dayton, throughout the early voting 
period. Polls will be open during this 

time Monday through Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

Early voting will also be available 
at the Spring City Municipal Build-
ing from Monday, Oct. 19, to Satur-
day, Oct. 24. Polls are also open dur-
ing that time Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 

BY REED JOHNSON
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New central 
office talks 
still ongoing
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Discussions about constructing a new 
central office for the Rhea County School 
System are still ongoing after commissioners 
discussed the issue at a Rhea County Com-
mission workshop on Tuesday.

No final decisions were made at the 
workshop, and commissioners said that dis-
cussion will likely resume when the commis-
sion meets during its regular monthly meet-
ing on Tuesday.

The Rhea County School System origi-
nally planned to construct a new building at 
the current site; however, school officials 
said that after Rhea County Academy 
expressed interest in buying the current site 
for future expansion, school officials began 
considering the Broadway Street site, which 
already has a building on the property.

The county commission voted in Septem-
ber to allow the school board to move for-
ward with gathering information about the 
project. Tentatively, county school officials 
said they would like to seek a $2.5 million 
loan for the project but said that as of now, 
the purchase cost could be around $1.6 mil-
lion.

The county commission discussed sev-
eral aspects of school business on Tuesday, 
and commissioners are seeking an agree-
ment with the Rhea County School Board to 
further facilitate the purchase of a new cen-
tral office property.

Rhea County Commissioner Jim Vincent 
said that once the debt for Graysville Ele-
mentary School is paid off in April 2023, he 
would like to request that the nearly $180,000 
per year that is being paid for the Graysville 
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State unemployment rate continues to improve

Newly released data from 
the Tennessee Department of 
Labor and Workforce Devel-
opment [TDLWD] showed the 
state’s economic recovery con-
tinued in September. The job-
less rate for the month 
dropped significantly when 
compared to the previous 
month.

The seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate for Sep-
tember 2020 is 6.3 percent, a 
decrease of 2.3 percentage 
points from the revised 
August rate of 8.6 percent.

The latest rate is 9.2 per-
centage points lower than the 

April 2020 rate of 15.5 percent. 
That is Tennessee’s all-time 
highest unemployment rate 
and was recorded during the 
peak of COVID-19 business 
closures.

Tennessee’s unemploy-
ment rate is moving closer to 
pre-pandemic levels. One 
year ago, the unemployment 
rate for September was 3.3 
percent.

Employers across the state 
created 11,100 new nonfarm 
jobs between August and Sep-
tember. The leisure/hospital-
ity sector was responsible for 
the largest number of new 
hires for the month. The man-
ufacturing sector created the 
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