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Teach me to do 
your will, for you 

are my God; may 
your good Spirit 
lead me on level 

ground.
 

—Pslam 143:10

Graysville Elementary 
School says goodbye 
to students at the end 
of the school year
NeWS, Page 12

Rhea County 
Community Center 
holds virtual 
Strawberry Chase
SPortS, Page 9

Construction 
underway for 
Nokian Tyres 
entrance
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Health dept. still 
offering free 
COVID-19 testing
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS

The Rhea County Health Department 
continues to offer free COVID-19 testing in 
drive through testing sites for county resi-
dents that feel they need to be tested.  

The nearest Tennessee Department of 
Health COVID-19 assessment site in the 
southeast region is the Rhea County Health 
Department, located at 334 Eagle Lane in 
Evensville.

Drive through testing will be available 
at the site from 9 a.m. to noon. 

The health department will conduct 
nasal swab collection for testing for 
COVID-19. Test results may be available 
within 72 hours, depending on the volume 
of tests that the testing lab receives

Residents can also receive a free cloth 
mask at the Rhea County Health Depart-
ment.

See TEST, PAGE 2

Spring City, Graysville cancel July 4th celebrations

Officials with both the City of 
Graysville and Town of Spring City 
recently announced that Fourth of July 
Celebrations are cancelled this year 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

Graysville’s FreedomFest is held by 
the Graysville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, and Graysville fire chief Mike 
Miles said that the decsision to cancel 
this year’s celebration was made due to 
safety concerns.

“The difficult decision was made in 
response to the current COVID-19 pan-
demic — as we strive to do whatever 
necessary to protect those in our com-
munity — to cancel FreedomFest 2020,” 
Miles said. “This also includes the fire-
works presentation. We are hoping to 

make FreedomFest 2021 bigger and bet-
ter than ever. Thank you for your under-
standing, and please, stay safe.”

Likewise Spring City officials and 
officials with Spring City Friends of the 
Parks said that the cancellation of the 
town’s Fourth of July Celebration — 
Shake the Lake — was also cancelled 
this year due to COVID-19 concerns.

“It is with deep regret that we 
announce the cancellation of Shake the 
Lake 2020,” Friends of the Parks officials 
said in a released statement. “We have 
reviewed all options alongside the city, 
and there are just no safe options. As we 
all know, Shake the Lake draws huge 
crowds, making it impossible to effec-
tively and safely social distance. So, 
while we will all miss being in Veterans 
Park, we feel this is the only option. We’ll 
be back in 2021 ready to Shake the 
Lake!”

BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR
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Fireworks light up the sky over Graysville during last year’s FreedomFest. This year’s Fourth of July 
celebrations have been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Nokian Tyres entrance along High-
way 27 is currently under construction, 
according to officials with the Tennessee 
Department of Transportation [TDOT].

TDOT spokesperson Jennifer Flynn said 
that the project should be completed by 
Oct. 31, 2022 with a cost of nearly $5.2 mil-
lion.

“The project has two parts. One part is 
the signalization and pedestrian crossing 
improvements at the intersection of Manu-
facturers Road and Highway 27,” Flynn 
said. “This particular aspect of the project 
is tentatively slated to be completed by 
June 30, 2020. The other part is the con-

See NOKIAN, PAGE 2
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The 2021 Distinguished Young Woman of Rhea County Scholarship Program finalists were chosen following a two-day competition that was held 
Saturday, May 16 and Sunday, May 17. This year’s finalists are, left to right, Third Alternate Noelle Clark, Second Alternate Adelyn Benoit, 2021 
Distinguished Young Woman of Rhea County Camryn Carder and First Alternate Bailey McCoy. View more photos from the program on page 4.

Camryn Carder was named the 
2021 Rhea County Distinguished 
Young Woman after the program was 
held May 16 through May 17.

Carder was among four finalists at 
this year’s program, and finalists 
included Carder, first alternate Bailey 
McCoy, second alternate Adelyn 
Benoit and third alternate Noelle 
Clark.

The finalists earned college schol-
arships with Carder receiving a total 
of $3,400, including four $100 DYW 
scholarships for interview, talent, scho-
lastics and self-expression categories. 
Carder is from Dayton and the daugh-
ter of Glenn and Courtney Carder. 
McCoy earned at total of $2,200, 
including two $100 DYW scholarships 
for fitness and interview categories. 
Beniot received a total of $1,000, 
including three $100 DYW scholar-
ships for fitness, interview and self-
expression categories. Clark earned a 
total of $500, including a $100 DYW 
scholarship for scholastics category. 

Carder also earned a chance to com-
pete in the Distinguished Young 
Woman of Tennessee Program in July.

The format for this year’s program 
changed due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Program chair Amy Smith said 
the program participants were split 
into groups.

“On Saturday, May 16, we did not 
bring in all 16 girls to Rudd Auditori-
um at Bryan College. We had three 
separate small groups,” Smith said. 
“What the audience always sees is the 
fitness routine, the self expression and 
the individual talents. Those are the 
three categories that were videoed by 
a videographer from Cleveland State, 
whom we’ve worked with before.”

Smith said that, unfortunately, 
there was no live audience this year, 
and that even parents were unable to 
attend the program. Instead, one 
group of participants competed in the 
program and was videoed, then anoth-
er group of contestants was brought in 
to do the same, followed by the third 
group.

“On Sunday, May 17, we had a live 
judges panel arrive, and each indi-
vidual participant came in for their 

interview,” Smith said. “After all inter-
views were complete, the judges panel 
watched the video of the previous day 
and judged each category.”

Smith said that, especially during 
the current pandemic, that the Rhea 
County Distinguished Young Woman 
program officials would like to thank 
the various groups and individuals 
who have supported Rhea County’s 
program over the years.

“They are the ones that have pro-
vided the scholarship money, and 
Bryan College still allowed us to use 
Rudd Auditorium. We can’t have a 
program without those important 
things,” Smith said. “So many activities 
that we normally do with our partici-
pants — volunteering for the Straw-
berry Festival, cooking at the Ronald 
McDonald House, enjoying the Ft. 
Bluff reception and just the bonding of 
friendships — has all been taken 
away. 

“The girls have been learning rou-
tines online. We are unable to practice 
as an entire group. These six weeks 
have always made wonderful memo-
ries for the girls that participate, so we 
made the best of it in our situation.”

BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Carder named Rhea’s DYW


