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but those who hope in 
the LORD will renew 
their strength. They 

will soar on wings like 
eagles; they will run 
and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not 
be faint.

—Isaiah 40:31
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Rhea County High 
School basketball 
teams fall to Polk Co.

SPortS, Page 9

Death toll from 
COVID-19 stand at 52 
in Rhea County

NeWS, Page 2

COVID-19 VACCINES ARE NOW AVAILABLE TO CERTAIN 
QUALIFYING MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC

Find vaccine information at 
www.tn.gov/health/cedep/ncov.html

Herald-News photos 
by Abby Shaw

Fo rme r  Rhea  Coun t y 
General Sessions Court 
Judge Jimmy McKenzie was 
l a id  t o  r e s t  Tue sday 
a f t e r noon  a t  Bu t t ram 
Cemetery. Pictured above 
and right, McKenzie’s 
funeral procession circles 
the Rhea County Courthouse 
before proceeding down 
Market Street toward the 
cemetery. A full obituary is 
available online at www.
rheaheraldnews.com.

Judge McKenzie laid to rest

The Rhea County Imagination Library is 
still in the process of rolling a mobile library 
retrofitted out of a donated Rhea County 
school bus.

“We are excited but patiently waiting to 
begin visiting all of Rhea County in our 
beautiful bus,” Imagination Library Volun-
teer Linda Abel said. “The COVID-19 pan-
demic caused a delay in the rollout of the 
mobile library. We are working under the 
direction of Rhea County Director of Schools 
Jerry Levengood. As schools and programs 
reopen when it is safe to do so, we will begin 
scheduling visits to distribute free books to 
children and adults in our county. We will 
also announce a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
soon.”

After seeing similar programs in other 
counties, she said that the local Imagination 
Library began the process of attempting to 
secure a mobile library for Rhea County.

“We knew that other counties to the 
north of us all had book buses,” Abel said. 
“So, we talked to [Rhea County Director of 
Schools Jerry] Levengood in around October 
2018. We spoke for about an hour, and before 
we left, we had a bus.”

The Rhea County School System was set 
to decommission four buses anyway around 
that time, Abel said, and the school system 
donated a 66-pasenger bus for the pro-
gram.

The book bus aims to help keep kids 
reading over the summer, and Abel said that 
several events will be planned utilizing the 
book bus once the bus is completely refur-
bished.

“We want to thank each person or busi-
ness that has contributed to make this dream 
a reality,” Abel said. “A special thanks to the 
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Book Bus 
project still 
underway

See BUS, PAGE 2

Tennessee continues efforts to admin-
ister COVID-19 vaccinations as described 
in the state’s COVID-19 Vaccination Plan. 
Tennessee county health department 
staff members administered more than 
25,000 COVID-19 vaccinations during the 
New Year weekend, and more than 
157,000 total vaccinations have been 
administered statewide to date.

 “We are pleased with the overwhelm-
ing interest Tennesseans are showing in 
receiving COVID-19 vaccinations, and 
are working as quickly as possible to 
provide vaccinations as we receive addi-
tional shipments of vaccines,” said Ten-
nessee Health Commissioner Lisa Pierc-
ey, MD, MBA, FAAP. “Some Tennesseans 
are now receiving their second doses of 

vaccine as well, so they will be well pro-
tected against COVID-19.”

COVID-19 vaccine supplies remain 
limited at this time, and availability of 
vaccines varies by county. Tennessee is 
currently working to vaccinate Phase 1a 
populations and individuals aged 75 and 
up as vaccine supplies are available. 

It is important to note Tennessee 
counties may progress through COVID-
19 vaccination phases at different times, 
depending on supplies of COVID-19 vac-
cines. To learn what phase your county is 
in, visit https://covid19.tn.gov/covid-19-
vaccines/vaccine-phases.

This week shipments of COVID-19 
vaccines are expected to begin arriving at 
Tennessee pharmacies that are partner-
ing with long-term care facilities to vac-
cinate their residents and staff members 

Vaccination at long-term care facilities ramps up
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Herald-News file photo

Dayton Police Department Sgt. Eric Ewton receives a COVID-19 vaccine at the local health 
department in late December.See VACCINE, PAGE 2


