
THE HERALD-NEWS Sunday
April 11, 2021

 Vol. CXXIII, No. 29  n  $1.00  n   SerVINg rhea CouNty CommuNItIeS SINCe 1898                                                       WWW.rheaheralDNeWS.Com

The Herald-News presents BIBLE VERSE SEARCH
Over the next 11 weeks, over 120 Bibles will be given away 

by local businesses that sponsor the page. 
See the Wednesday edition to participate.

News Tips
Email: news@rheaheraldnews.com
Phone: 423-775-6111
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ONLINE EXTRAS AT
RHEAHERALDNEWS.COM

Galleries: Photos from 
local events can be 

viewed and purchased 
online.

To subscribe, call 
423-775-6111
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“When anxiety was 
great within me, 

your consolation 
brought me joy.”

—Psalm 94:19

Glenn “Yank” Ahlberg
Doug Fisher
Barbara E. Garren
Martha McElhaney Lewallen
Avery C. Reed
Earl Sisco
Bobby Sutton
Clarence Taylor Sutton

Rhea County High School 
track team competes in 
two meets, ready for 
2021 season
SPortS, Page B1

Two Rhea County High 
School softball players 
ink college 
scholarships

SPortS, Page B1
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The Rhea County Sheriff’s Department, with assistance from state and federal law enforcement arrested a man on Saturday, April 
3, with thousands of grams of drugs in his possession.

5,000 GRAMS OF METH, 
1,000 GRAMS OF FENTANYL

A Henry County, Tenn., man is 
facing numerous drug charges after 
investigators with the Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department allege they 
found 5,000 grams of methamphet-
amine and 1,000 grams of fentanyl 
in his possession on Saturday, April 
3.

James Lee Payne, 47, is facing 
the charges after Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department Investigator 
Charlie Jenkins said they discov-
ered the drugs after an investiga-

tion involving the sheriff’s depart-
m e n t ,  Te n n e s s e e  B u r e a u  o f 
Investigation, 24th Drug task Force 
and the Federal Bureau 
Investigation.

At around 2 p.m. on Sat-
urday, April 3, Jenkins said 
that he, along with state and 
federal agents, observed a 
red Nissan drive into a 
gated storage bui lding 
located on McGoffin Ave-
nue in Spring City. Jenkins 
said that he had learned 
information beforehand that the 
drugs would be dropped off at a 
storage unit at that location.

“I made contact with James Lee 
Payne, standing in the open door-
way of [the] storage unit with two 

open bags sitting in a metal 
chair, along with a large 
bag of a crystal substance 
laying in front of the bags 
in the chair,” Jenkins said.

Payne was immediately 
arrested and booked into 
the Rhea County Jail. He is 
facing two felony charges 
of possession of a Schedule 
II  controlled substance 

with the intent to sell, and he was 
still incarcerated as of press time 
Friday.

PAYNE

Henry County man facing felony drug charges
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State House seeks 
Congressional 
term limits

On Thursday, the Tennessee House of 
Representatives passed HJR8, a resolution 
declaring that the state legislature seeks to 
join other states in proposing an amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution to establish term 
limits on Congress. 

The bipartisan vote was 53 yeas to 34 
nays, overwhelmingly in favor of passage. 
The effort, sponsored by State Rep. Chris 
Todd, is being spearheaded by the nonparti-
san, grassroots nonprofit, U.S. Term Limits.

Todd said, “Now, more than ever we see 
the need for limiting the terms of the U.S. 
Congress. You would be hard-pressed to 

Nokian seeks 
to meet 
staffing goals
BY WES BOLING
NOKIAN TYRES

Approximately 40 job openings remain at 
Nokian Tyres’ Dayton factory as part of the 
recruiting campaign the company launched 
for the first half of 2021. The company is seek-
ing production operators, maintenance techni-
cians and other roles related to production at 
one of the most high-tech, sustainable factories 
in the tire industry.

Nokian Tyres has hired or begun the hiring 
process for around 100 workers at the Dayton 
factory since announcing in January that it 

See NOKIAN, PAGE A2
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Participants in the Silver Sneakers program take part in a recent exercise class at the Rhea 
County Community Center.

Silver Sneakers spring back 
into action at RC3

The Silver Sneakers membership 
campaign, Spring Back into Action, will 
feature a Silver Sneakers Class Explo-
sion on Friday, April 16, at 11 a.m.  

“The pleasant weather and greater 
feeling of safety provided by the 
COVID-19 vaccination have motivated 
many seniors to return to group exer-
cise programs,” said Kristi Gilmore, 
Silver Sneakers’ Fitness Director. 

The April 16 event will be held in 
the Rc3 annex on Fourth Avenue. It will 
allow all interested seniors adults to 
participate free of charge in an abbrevi-

ated session of each of the five Silver 
Sneakers classes offered at Rc3. Class 
instructors, all of who have received 
training and certification through Trin-
ity, the parent organization of Silver 
Sneakers, will direct the sessions.

Classes to be highlighted include:  
• Silver Sneakers Classic, a workout 

designed to increase muscular strength, 
range of motion and balance, fitness 
qualities needed for activities of daily 
living.

• Silver Sneakers Yoga, which 
includes only seated and standing 
poses.  Activities focus on flexibility, 
balance and range of motion. Restor-
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