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For the word of the 
LORD is right and 

true; he is faithful 
in all he does.

—Psalm 33:4

Larry Gene Purser
Richie Clell Woody

THE HERALD-NEWS Sunday
May 10, 2020

 Vol. CXXII, No. 37  ■  $1.00  ■   SerVINg rhea CouNty CommuNItIeS SINCe 1898                                                       WWW.rheaheralDNeWS.Com

            Be   
     Counted 
     Rhea 
County!2020CENSUS.GOV

This message brought to you by County Executive George Thacker.

WHY BE COUNTED IN THE RHEA COUNTY 2020 CENSUS?
Because the RESULTS are used to determine how much 
funding Rhea County receives for key public services.

RCHS 
graduation 
talks 
underway
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

Discussions are underway among the 
Rhea County School System, Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department and the Rhea County 
Health Department to determine the safest 
way to have graduation for the Rhea County 
High School Class of 2020.

While nothing is official until it is voted 
on by the Rhea County School Board next 
week, officials met Thursday and said the 
school board is looking at holding gradua-
tion on Friday, May 29.

“It’s probably the most important thing 
we’re working on right now,” Rhea County 
Director of Schools Jerry Levengood said. 
“We need to get these kids graduated and 
honor them. They need to have closure. I 
think that’s very important.”

However, graduation will likely not pro-
ceed as normal as school, sheriff’s depart-
ment and health department officials will 
likely implement social distancing guidelines 
to ensure the safety of the attendees amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Currently, the school system is consider-
ing opening up the visitor’s section at Eagle 
Stadium and reorienting the stage to allow 
attendees more space to spread out and 
maintain distance from each other.

See RCHS, PAGE 2

Photo submitted
The City of Graysville Volunteer Fire Department would like to send out a huge thank you to 
Sugarlands Distilling Co. in Gatlinburg, Tenn., for the donation of 15 gallons of hand sanitizer to 
our firefighters and emergency medical responders. Pictured above is  Graysville Fire Chief Mike 
Miles, left, and Lead Distiller at Sugarlands Distilling Co. Andrew Holt, right.

Herald-News photos 
by Reed Johnson

Life Care Center of Rhea 
County held a visitation parade 
for its residents on Wednesday, 
complete with fire trucks from 
the Dayton Fire Department. 
Pictured above, Kathy Griffin 
and her sister, Joan, visit their 
father W.E. Robinson. Assisted 
living facilies have been closed 
to visitors during the COVID-19 
pandemic and have set up 
dr ive - thru v i s i ta t ions so 
residents can see their loved 
ones.

LIFE CARE RECEIVES 
A PARADE OF 
VISITORS

Bryan College announces 
first responder scholarship

Leadership of Bryan College 
announced a new scholarship spe-
cifically for all first responders and 
civilian employees of a qualifying 
agency. For eligible individuals 
interested in returning to pursue 
their higher education degree, 
Bryan is offering a one-time, $1,000 
First Responder Scholarship, appli-
cable towards Bryan College 
Online.

The First Responder Scholar-
ship will be offered to individuals 
who are serving full-time, part-
time, auxiliary, or as volunteers in 

the following sectors:
• Law enforcement
• Fire department, EMS
• Dispatcher
• Corrections
• Civilian employees of those 

related agencies
• Immediate family members 

of uniformed members, including 
spouse or children

 “Bryan College first and fore-
most continues to lift our brave 
first responders and their families 
in prayer throughout the current 
COVID-19 response,” said Chief 
Mike Kennedy, Coordinator of 
Military and First Responder Pro-
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