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Then I heard the 
voice of the Lord 

saying, “Whom 
shall I send? And 

who will go for 
us?” And I said, 

“Here am I. Send 
me!”

—Isaiah 6:8

Robert D. “Radio” Hillis
Luke Sullivan
Willard Ray Watts

THE HERALD-NEWS Sunday
July 12, 2020

 Vol. CXXII, No. 54  ■  $1.00  ■   SerVINg rhea CouNty CommuNItIeS SINCe 1898                                                       WWW.rheaheralDNeWS.Com

Bryan College releases 
schedule for women’s 
upcoming volleyball 
and soccer season
SPortS, Page 10

Rhea County High 
School cheerleading 
squad holds cheer 
camp 
SPortS, Page 10

Tennessee Sales Tax Holiday extended

Photo submitted

The Tennessee state capitol building is pictured above. State lawmakers recently announced 
an extension of the annual Sales Tax Holiday.

State  Sen. Ken Yager  recently 
announced that the Tennessee General 
Assembly has extended the state sales 
tax holiday for 2020 to two weekends 
and increased the limits on tax-exempt 
items. 

This extension, which was included 
in the Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Budget, will 
help Tennesseans save money and sup-
port the economy.

 “Many Tennesseans are facing sig-
nificant economic hardship due to the 
effects COVID-19 has had on our econ-
omy,” said Yager. “This will help keep 
more money in the pockets of Tennes-
seans, while also supporting local busi-
nesses and jobs. I recognize, too, and 
appreciate the strong support from my 
House colleagues Representatives Kelly 
Keisling, John Mark Windle, Kent Calfee, 
Ron Travis, Dennis Powers and John 

Ragan for this extension. We worked 
together to get an additional sales tax 
holiday for constituents.”

Below is more information on the 
sales tax holiday from the Department 
of Revenue:

The first tax-free holiday weekend 
focuses on clothing and other back-to-
school items. 

It begins at 12:01 a.m. on Friday, July 
31, and ends Sunday, Aug. 2, at 11:59 
p.m. 

During this time, consumers may 
purchase clothing, school supplies, and 
computers and other qualifying elec-
tronic devices without paying sales tax. 
Certain price restrictions apply. 

For school supplies and clothing, the 
threshold for qualifying items is $200 or 
less. For computers and other electron-
ics, the price threshold is $3,000 or less. 
Download the full list of tax-exempt 
items here.

See TAX, PAGE 2
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DCS considering re-opening guidelines

Yager announces 
bid for state 
Senate re-election
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS

State Sen. Ken Yager (R-Kingston) 
announced Wednesday his candidacy for 
reelection to the Tennessee Senate. Yager, 
who serves in a key leadership role as Chair-
man of the Senate Republican Caucus, is 
seeking a 3rd term to the 12th Senatorial 
District.

 “Twelve years ago, the people of the 12th 
Senatorial District gave me the privilege to 
serve them in the Tennessee 
State Senate, allowing me 
to serve without opposition 
in subsequent elections,” 
Yager said.  “Once again, 
they have afforded me the 
opportunity of continued 
service to them and the dis-
trict.  My one unchanging 
guideline is and always will 
be that constituents come 
first.  In that spirit, I announce I am a candi-
date for re-election, subject to the Republi-
can primary in August.” 

 “During my tenure in the State Senate, I 
have risen in seniority and now serve on the 
Finance Ways and Means Committee.  My 
peers honored me by electing me the Chair-
man of the Senate Republican Caucus.  These 
responsibilities are very helpful tools in my 
efforts to best serve my constituents and the 
District.

Yager also serves on the Senate State and 

See YAGER, PAGE 2
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Rhea County High School incoming freshman Bryce Dupre takes part in RCHS football practice on Thursday. Practice recently 
resumed after the TSSAA-mandated dead period, which ran from June 22 to July 5. View more photos on page 9.

RCHS FOOTBALL PRACTICE RESUMES

Dayton City School [DCS] offi-
cials are currently working on plans 
to safely re-open school for the 
upcoming 2020-21 school year.

The school established a re-
opening task force, which has been 

discussing how to safely re-open 
the school throughout the first few 
weeks of July.

“The re-opening taskforce pre-
sented its proposed guidelines to 
the school board Monday night, 
July 6. This plan has been made in 
conjunction with neighboring 
school systems, the CDC, the Rhea 
County Health Department and 

feedback from the Dayton City 
School community,” school offi-
cials announced in a post on 
social media. “The school board 
and administration held a work-
shop on Wednesday, July 8, to 
review it. The taskforce met again 
on Thursday, July 9, to adjust 
details. The revised guidelines 
have been sent to DCS commit-

tees for suggestions.”
While the specific guidelines 

have not yet been released, DCS 
Director of School Trish Newsom 
said the plans will likely be released 
at the beginning of next week once 
those plans are officially approved 
by the DCS Board.

“We appreciate your patience 
until we release the official guide-

lines,” school officials said on 
Thursday. “We have worked hard 
on this plan and look forward to 
releasing it to the public early next 
week.”

The Rhea County School 
System is also set to release re-
opening guidelines, but those 
had not yet been released as of 
press time Friday.
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