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The Herald-News presents BIBLE VERSE SEARCH
Over the next 13 weeks, over 200 Bibles will be given 

away by local businesses that sponsor the page.
See page 5 to participate.

Rhea County theater 
department presents 
‘Clock Struck One’
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Galleries: Photos from 
local teams’ sporting 
events can be viewed 
and purchased online.
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Robert Clifford Newby Jr.

“Though you have not 
seen him, you love him. 

Though you do not now 
see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that 
is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, obtaining the 

outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.”

— 1 Peter 1”8-9

Rhea County High 
School softball team 
readies for 2021
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The Spring City Chamber of Commerce 
recently announced that its 26th annual gold 
tournament will be held Wednesday, April 
7.

The event will be held at the Dayton Golf 
and Country Club, with registration  from 
noon to 12:30 p.m. on the day of the tourna-
ment. Tee off is at 1 p.m.

The tournament is a four person select 
shot tournament and cash prizes will be 
handed out for first, second and third place. 
There will also be door prizes and goody 
bags, as well as prizes for the longest drive, 
closest to the pin and a $10,000 prize for a 
hole-in-one.

For more information, contact Elise Gra-
ham at (423) 682-0007, or email the Spring 
City Chamber of Commerce at info@spring-
citychamberofcommerce.

S.C. Chamber golf 
tourney set for April 7
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All adults 
eligible for 
COVID vaccine 
starting April 5
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS

Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee announced Mon-
day that all Tennessee adults will be eligible 
for COVID-19 vaccination no later than April 
5. Tennesseans aged 55 and older and those 
in Phase 2 of the state’s COVID-19 Vaccina-
tion Plan are eligible for COVID-19 vaccina-
tions effective Mar. 18.

By April 5, all Tennesseans age 16 and 
over will become eligible for COVID-19 vac-
cination. Eligibility for those in Phase 3 of the 

See VACCINE, PAGE 2
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The Rhea County Courthouse, located in downtown Dayton and site of the 1925 Scopes Trial, is pictured above.

Readers weigh-in on courthouse future

All operations of the Rhea County 
Sheriff’s Department, Rhea County 
Jail and Rhea County court system 
have now moved to the new Rhea 
County Justice Center, leaving the 
historic Rhea County Courthouse now 
vacant.

Rhea County officials set up a com-

mittee to discuss what exactly to do 
with the old courthouse, and county 
officials said this week that now that 
the Rhea County Justice Center is fully 
operational, those discussion will soon 
begin in earnest over the coming 
weeks.

Last week, The Herald-News want-
ed to reach out to our readers and get 
their opinion on what should be done 
with the Rhea County Courthouse. We 
posed a question on our Facebook 

page and allowed members of the 
community to respond with their 
hopes for the future of the historic 
building.

A majority of respondents were in 
agreement that the current Scopes 
Trial and Rhea Heritage Museum, 
which is still located in the basement 
of the courthouse, should be expanded 
and moved upstairs to occupy the for-
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Community and family 
members met on Saturday, 
March 19, for the official bridge-
naming ceremony memorializ-
ing Jesse B. Hayes, of Grandview, 
who was killed in Vietnam.  

The bridge on Highway 68 
over Piney Creek near The Big 
Apple in Spring City was named 
the Jesse Boyd Hayes Memorial 
Bridge. State Rep. Ron Travis 
reminded those present of 
Hayes’s military service to this 
country. Travis uncovered the 
TDOT sign, which will serve as a 

continual reminder of Hayes’s 
supreme sacrifice.  

Others present for the cer-
emony included Russell Burger, 
Vietnam veteran and childhood 
friend of Hayes who initiated 
the project; Harry Jones, Com-
mander of the Spring City 
American Legion; Jerry and 
Adam Hayes, son and grandson 
of Jesse; Harold Fisher, also a 
Vietnam veteran, who as a Rhea 
County Commissioner spon-
sored the resolution for the offi-
cial action; and Don Smith, 
Rhea County Veterans Service 
officer who coordinated the 
action with Travis and State Sen. 
Ken Yager.         

Bridge named to honor 
local Vietnam hero
BY BECKY TUCKER
NEWS CONTRIBUTOR
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Pictured above are some of the family and friends present for the ceremony naming the Jesse B. Hayes Memorial 
Bridge in Spring City.


