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“25The LORD is good to 
those whose hope is in 
him, to the one who 
seeks him; 26it is good to 
wait quietly for the sal-
vation of the LORD.”

— Lamentations 3:25-26
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Nokian Tyres considering warehouse, would add 40 jobs

Nokian Tyres is con-
sidering constructing a 
350,000-square-foot ware-
house on the company’s 

campus in north Dayton, 
company officials an-
nounced at a workshop 
meeting of the Dayton 
City Council on Wednes-
day.

Nokian Tyres Plant 

Manager David Korda 
said that the company is 
seeking to partner with 
Xpedient Logistics, which 
specializes in shipping.

Xpedient Logistics 
CEO John White said that 

while Nokian Tyres has 
warehouses across the 
country from which they 
ship tires to the market, 
there is currently no Noki-
an Tyre warehouse in the 
Southeast.

If Nokian and Xpedient 
Logistics move forward 
with the project, Xpedient 
officials said on Wednes-
day that the warehouse 

BY REED JOHNSON

MANAGING EDITOR

See NOKIAN, PAGE 2

Rhea opens 
new juvenile 
detention facility
BY REED JOHNSON

MANAGING EDITOR

Rhea County Sheriff Mike Neal 
recently announced that the conver-
sion of the old Rhea County Jail in 
downtown Dayton to a juvenile de-
tention facility is complete and op-
erational.

Since discussions began about 
constructing a new Rhea County Jus-
tice Center years ago, Neal always 
said he would like to 
convert the old jail into 
a juvenile facility. 

“We’ve got it open,” 
Neal said. “We can 
keep our own kids here 
and don’t have to pay 
to have them housed 
somewhere else.”

Previously, Neal said, any juve-
nile arrested in Rhea County would 
have to be housed in a surrounding 
county that had a juvenile facility, 
and the county would have to pay 
other counties to house those juve-
niles. Now, Neal said, Rhea County 
can not only house its own juvenile 
offenders but can house offenders 
from other counties as well and re-
ceive payment from those counties 
to house their juveniles.

Neal said the new juvenile deten-
tion facility will house 15 juvenile 

NEAL

See OPEN, PAGE 2

Herald-News photo by Reed Johnson

Officials from Rhea Medical Center are picutred above with members of the Rhea County Commission at the commission’s Tuesday meeting. The county 
commission passed a proclamation honoring local healthcare workers for the work during the COVID-19 pandemic.

COUNTY HONORS HEALTHCARE WORKERS

Herald-News photo by Reed Johnson

Rhea County Commissioner Jim Vincent, left, was voted the new commission  
chair during Thursday’s meeting. Vincent is pictured above with longtime 
commission chair Jim Reed, who passed the gavel to Vincent Tuesday evening.

Jim Vincent voted new 
county commission chair

Members of the 
Rhea County Com-
mission unanimous-
ly voted in a new 
chair at Tuesday’s 
monthly meeting. 
Rhea County Com-
missioner Jim Vin-
cent was named the 
new chair, and Rhea 
County Commis-

sioner Emmaly Fish-
er was named vice 
chair.

Outgoing chair 
Jim Reed nominated 
Vincent and said he 
was proud to serve 
the people of Rhea 
County as chair over 
the past few years.

“I’ve enjoyed 
working with each 

See RHEA, PAGE 2

BY REED JOHNSON

MANAGING EDITOR

On Saturday, Sept. 25, the 
Tennessee Highway Safety Of-
fice [THSO] is partnering with 
the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration [NHTSA] 
to promote “Seat Check Satur-
day” during Child Passenger 
Safety Week, Sept. 19 – 25. In 
celebration, the THSO released 
a new segment of its education-
al series “Talking Traffic Safety” 
to provide child safety tips and 
explain the proper installation 

of a car seat. 
 Motor vehicle crashes are a 

leading cause of death for chil-
dren in America. In 2019, there 
were over 20,000 traffic crashes 
in Tennessee involving children 
up to the age of 12. Tennessee’s 
average car seat misuse rate is 
87 percent.

 “Using car seats that are 
age- and size-appropriate is 
best practice to keep your chil-
dren safe,” said THSO Director 
Buddy Lewis. “If you are un-

State promotes car seat safety
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Herald-News file photo

Officials with the Rhea County Sheriff’s Department and the SAFE Journey program are pictured above at an event 
earlier this year. The sheriff’s department and SAFE Journey program promote car seat safety and proper use.


