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Rhea Co. High School’s
Cooper Ruehling inks
soccer scholarship
with Bryan College

GUEST COMMENTARY:
Rhea Co. should invest in
competitive soccer
facilities to draw tourneys
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Former DCS teacher facing sexual battery charges
Dayton City School officials say allegations did not involve a student at the school
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR

ARNOLD

A former Dayton City
School math teacher was
indicted by the Rhea County Grand Jury on four
counts of aggravated sexual

battery and one count of
rape of a child, according to
court documents.
Michael Scott Arnold,
48, was arrested April 7 after
the grand jury returned the
indictments. He was booked
into the Rhea County Jail
and where his bond was set

at $25,000, and he has since
bonded out.
According to court
records, the alleged assaults
took place between 2003
and 2010 and involved a
child that was younger than
13 at the time. Reports state
that the local district attor-

ney’s office and Rhea County Sheriff’s Department
investigators were recently
made aware of the allegations after the alleged victim, now 21-years-old, came
forward.
In both court filings and
via a statement from

Arnold’s attorney, Howard
Upchurch of Pikeville, Tenn.,
Arnold denied the allegations and any wrongdoing.
“Mr. Arnold had already
entered pleas of not guilty.
Our next required appearSee CHARGES, PAGE A2

Diesel spills
from boat in S.C.
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS

On Wednesday, a boat at Spring City Marina undergoing maintenance spilled diesel fuel
near Watts Bar Lake.
Rhea County Emergency Management
Director Brad Harrison said that between 50
and 100 gallons were spilled and that hazardous materials clean up crews from Hamilton
County were called in to help contain the
spill.
According to reports, Harrison said that
some people living near the spill were initially
evacuated while crews work to contain the
spill and keep it from entering the main channel of Watts Bar Lake. Those residents have
since been able to return to their homes now
that the spill is contained and cleaned from the
water.

SCALED-DOWN STRAWBERRY FEST RETURNS IN JUNE
Herald-News file photo

Festival-goers stop by the annual Cruise-In at the 2019 Tennessee Strawberry Festival. The 2020 festival was cancelled due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. A scaled-down version of the festival returns on June 18 and June 19 this year.

BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR
The Tennessee Strawberry Festival
is set to return this year with limited
events and foregoing the annual
parade to help decrease the spread of
COVID-19.
In recent meetings of the Tennessee Strawberry Festival Committee,
officials are currently in the planning
stages to bring a scaled-down version

of the festival back in 2021 after the
entire festival was cancelled in 2020
during the height of the COVID-19
pandemic.
The committee recently
announced that the possible events
will be held on Friday, May 7, and
Saturday, May 8, as well as additional
events on Friday, June 18, and Saturday, June 19.
Committee members said in a
meeting on Thursday that the Strawberry Chase, sponsored by RC3, will

occur on Saturday, May 8, with the
event beginning at 7 a.m. with registration and packet pickup at RC3,
located at 232 Fourth Avenue in Dayton. The 5K and 10K will begin at 7:45
a.m., and the one-mile fun run begins
at 9:15 a.m.
Committee members said Thursday that they are working to secure
strawberry vendors to set up and sell
strawberries on Friday, May 7, and

Sheriff to take aim at
speeding throughout April
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS

The Rhea County Sheriff’s Department is
partnering with the Tennessee Highway
Safety Office [THSO] to promote “Slow
Down Tennessee.”
During April 16–April 30, Rhea County
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Election Day for Dayton City Council
election set for Wednesday
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR
With Election Day for the
Dayton City Council election
set for Wednesday, the early
voting period for the upcoming election ended on Friday.
Rhea County Administrator of Elections Tom Davis
said that, as of press time
Friday, 497 voters have cast
their ballot in person or
mailed their absentee ballots
in, while there have been 138

“So also you have
sorrow now, but I
will see you again,
and your hearts
will rejoice, and no
one will take your
joy from you.”
—John 16:22

property rights votes cast.
Property rights voters are
individuals who do not
reside in the city limits but
do own property within the
Dayton city limits.
Election Day is set for
Wednesday, April 21, and all
voting that day will take
place at the Rhea County
Welcome Center. Polls will
be open on Election Day
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Incumbent Dayton
Mayor Gary Louallen is
seeking to retain his seat and
is running against challenger

Hurley Marsh.
Incumbent city council
members Bill Graham and
Steve Randolph are also
seeking to keep their seats
and will be running against
challengers Bo Kaylor, Paul
Soyster and Angie Pierce
Stumbo.
All voters must show
photo identification prior to
casting their ballots. For
more information on the
upcoming elections, contact
the Rhea County Election
Commission at (423) 7757816.

OBITUARIES

Herald-News file photo

Voters prepare to cast their early ballots in the Dayton City Council Election. Early voting
ended Friday, and Election Day is set for Wednesday, April 21.
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Naloxone Can SAVE Someone’s:
Sister

Dad

Mom
This project is funded under a Grant Contract with the State of Tennessee,
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services

National RX Drug Take
Back Day
April 24 | 10am-2pm ET

Call 423-305-1449 for Free Naloxone & Training

