
After being closed due 
to COVID-19, the Spring 
City Dog Park is open 
again and features a new 
agility course for both 
large and small dogs.

“We’ve heard a lot of 
positive things about it,” 
Spr ing  Ci ty  Manager 
Stephania Motes said. 
“We’ve got a lot of dog-
lovers here, and people are 
using it quite a bit.”

Spring City was award-
ed a $25,000 dog park in 
2018, and Motes said the 
Spring City Commissioner 
Jody Bauer helped spear-
head the push to install 
agility equipment at the 
dog park.

“Commissioner Bauer 
goes  to  dog parks  a l l 
around the area, and she 
saw that some had set up 
this type of equipment and 
we thought it would just be 
a nice thing to do for our 
citizens,” Motes said. 

The city solicited bids 

on the equipment, and the 
agility course was paid for 
through funds obtained 
from the original grant. 
Motes said that the city 
looked for vendors who 
sold a full agility course, 
rather than individual 
pieces.

“We wanted it be a full 
kit so we didn’t have to buy 
everything piece by piece 
from different places,” 
Motes said.

The Spring City Dog 
Park contains two areas, 
one for big dogs and one 
for  smaller  dogs , and 
Motes said that each area 
contains agility equip-
ment.

“The equipment in 
each area is a little bit dif-
ferent and tailored to the 
various sizes of dogs we 
might have come to the 
park,” she said. 

The Spring City Dog 

Park now features agility 
equipment such as a crawl 
tunnel, sing jump, weave 
posts and a variety of other 
equipment.

Spring City received 
the $25,000 grant in 2018 as 
part of the Boyd Founda-
tion’s Dog Park Dash pro-
gram.

This three-year grant 
program awarded 36 com-
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LORD my God, I called 
to you for help, and 

you healed me. 

—Psalm 30:2
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Early voting ends Saturday, election Aug. 6

Herald-News file photo

Voters line up to cast their early voting ballot at the Rhea County Election Commission. The early 
voting period ends Satruday, Aug. 1.

1,723 votes cast so far in federal and 
state primary, county general election

The early voting period for the 
Aug. 6 election ends Saturday, and 
election officials said that as of 
Monday afternoon 1,723 voters have 
cast their ballot so far.

Rhea County Administrator of 
Elections Tom Davis said that he 
was happy with turnout so far and 
that the number of voters casting 
their ballots this election was on 
track to exceed expectations.

County election officials said 
that of those that have voted so far, 
281 have voted in the Democratic 
Party primary, 1,411 have voted in 

the Republican Party primary and 
31 voters opted to vote in the county 
general election only.

Early voting continues through-
out the week at the Rhea County 
Election Commission and ends on 
Saturday, Aug. 1. Polls are open 
Wednesday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. and on Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

Local election officials said that 
the Rhea County Election Commis-
sion will also be taking steps to 
ensure the voting process is as safe 
as it can be while the COVID-19 
pandemic is ongoing.

“Voting will be normal if some-
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After record 
high, Rhea 
unemployment 
rate improves
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Unemployment rates in a vast majority of 
Tennessee’s 95 counties continued to drop in 
June, according to new data from the Tennes-
see Department of Labor and Workforce 
Development.

State officials announced that Rhea’s June 
unemployment rate was 10.8 percent, an 
improvement from the May rate of 12.9 per-
cent. In June 2019, Rhea County’s unemploy-
ment rate was 6.6 percent.

Seventy-four counties had lower jobless 
rates for the month, as Tennessee continues to 
reopen after many businesses closed in the 
spring to help curb the spread of COVID-19. 

Unemployment did increase slightly in 17 
counties during the month and remained the 
same in four counties.

 Williamson County recorded the lowest 
unemployment rate in June. At 6.7 percent, the 
rate dropped 0.4 of a percentage point when 
compared to May’s rate.

 Crockett County’s rate of 6.8 percent was 
Tennessee’s second-lowest figure for the 
month, down 0.3 of a percentage point from 
May. Pickett County had the third-lowest rate 
at 7.2 percent, down a 0.5 of a percentage 
point.

Shelby County had the state’s highest rate 
of unemployment in June. Its figure jumped 1.8 
percentage points to 13.2 percent.

 Grundy County was just below Shelby 
County at 13.1 percent, which represents a 3.8 
percentage point drop from May’s rate of 16.9 
percent.

 Knoxville had the lowest unemployment 
rate among Tennessee’s three largest cities at 
9.5 percent, which is a 0.3 of a percentage point 
decrease from the month before. Nashville had 
a rate of 12.1 percent, down 0.2 of a percentage 
point from May. Memphis saw a 2.4 percentage 
point increase in unemployment between May 
and June to 15.3 percent.

 Tennessee’s statewide unemployment rate 
decreased for the second consecutive month. 
The June 2020 seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate is 9.7 percent, down 1.3 per-
centage points from May’s revised rate of 11 
percent.

 Nationally, seasonally adjusted unemploy-
ment dropped by 2.2 percentage points in June, 
going from 13.3 percent to 11.1 percent.

An artist’s rendering of the new equipment at the Spring City Dog Park is pictured above. 

S.C. DOG PARK LANDS
AGILITY EQUIPMENT
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The Town of Spring City recently installed agility equipment at the Spring City Dog Park, which is located in Nature Park off of Front 
Street in Spring City.
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