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“And may your hearts 
be fully committed to 
the LORD our God, to 
live by his decrees and 
obey his commands, 
as at this time.”
   — 1 Kings 8:61

Galleries: Photos from 
local teams’ sporting 

events can be viewed and 
purchased online.

To subscribe, call 
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BEST OF THE BEST 2021
Vote for the Best of the Best in a variety of catego-
ries now through Nov. 5. Cast your ballot for your 
favorite businesses, organizations, restaurants and 
others online only at www.rheaheraldnews.com. 
Scan the QR code for a link to your ballot!

Chemical fire breaks out in industrial park

Firefi ghters from 
Rhea County, Dayton 
and Graysville, as well 
as mutual aid from Sale 
Creek, Tenn., and Sod-
dy-Daisy., responded 
to a chlorine chemical 
fi re at the Hiawassee 
Packaging Inc. plant on 

Manufacturers Road in 
Dayton on Wednesday.

While crews were 
extinguishing the fi re, 
county offi  cials urged 
residents in the area to 
shelter in place, closing 
all windows and turn-
ing off  any air condi-
tioning due to the threat 
of a possible chlorine 
gas cloud.

According to Rhea 
County Executive 
George Thacker, who 
responded to the scene, 
the fi re began at around 
6:30 p.m. when pal-
lets of chlorine tablets 
caught fi re. City fi re of-
fi cials, after responding 
to the fi re, shut down 

BY REED JOHNSON

MANAGING EDITOR

Photo courtesy of Rhea County Executive George Thacker

Smoke rises over of the Dayton Industrial Park on Wednesday evening after a chemical fire broke 
out at the Hiawassee plant.

ONE INJURED IN THURSDAY WRECK

Herald-News photo by Reed Johnson

Dayton police and firefighters, as well as Rhea EMS, responded to a two-vehicle wreck at the intersection of Highway 27 and Florida Avenue on Thursday 
afternoon. According to first responders at the scene, one motorist was evaluated by medical personnel at the scene and one was hospitalized with minor 
non-life threatening injuries.

The Rhea County Commission 
passed a resolution on Tuesday, hon-
oring the life and memory of  long-
time Rhea County Commissioner 
Harold Fisher, who passed away in 
early October.

“Harold E. Fisher was an out-
standing public servant throughout 
his life, having served with honor 
and distinction as a member of the 
Rhea County Commission for nearly 
30 years,” the resolution states. “He 
was elected chairman of the coun-
ty commission multiple times and 
was instrumental in establishing the 
Spring City Elementary and Middle 
Schools and the Graysville Elemen-
tary School.”

The commission also praised 

Commission passes 
resolution honoring 
Harold Fisher
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THE TOWN AND THE GOWN

Bryan College sees success on and off the field

Today’s article is the fi fth 
in The Town and The Gown 
series spotlighting the close 
relationship between Rhea 
County and Bryan College. 
What started in 1925 with a 
history-making trial in Day-
ton where William Jennings 

Bryan served as a prosecut-
ing att orney led to 
the founding of Bry-
an College whose 
existence in our 
community infl u-
ences our quality of 
life.  Today’s article 
will feature David 
Holcomb, Vice Pres-
ident of Advancement and 

Athletics.
Here’s a trivia 

question for you.  In 
what sport did Bry-
an College beat UT, 
Auburn, Kentucky, 
Alabama, and Geor-
gia and go on to win 
the national colle-
giate championship 

in 2020?   Do you know?  It’s 

fi shing.  The team won, na-
tionally, both the Bassmas-
ters College and the Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Anglers 
tournaments.

When I met recently with 
David Holcomb, Vice Presi-
dent of Advancement and 
Athletics, we discussed the 
successful fi shing program 
along with the entire athletic 

department.  In addition, we 
discussed two other topics I 
considered important to all 
of Rhea County -- under-
graduate scholarships avail-
able for county residents and 
Bryan’s degree completion 
program for those interested 
in fi nishing a degree that was 

See BRYAN, PAGE A12
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