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“You, LORD, are my 

lamp; the LORD turns 

my darkness into 

light”

— 2 Samuel 22:29

Galleries: Photos from 
local teams’ sporting 

events can be viewed and 
purchased online.

To subscribe, call 

423-775-6111

ONLINE EXTRAS AT

RHEAHERALDNEWS.COM

BEST OF THE BEST 2021
Vote for the Best of the Best in a variety of catego-
ries now through Nov. 5. Cast your ballot for your 
favorite businesses, organizations, restaurants and 
others online only at www.rheaheraldnews.com. 
Scan the QR code for a link to your ballot!

Woman pleads guilty to burning child’s feet

A Rhea County wom-
an charged in 2019 with 
burning a child’s feet 
has plead guilty to one 

count of aggravated child 
abuse, according to Rhea 
County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment Investigator Rocky 
Pott er.

Jennifer Vaughn was 
charged with aggravated 

child abuse for burning 
her step-granddaughter’s 
feet, and with the guilty 
plea, she will be required 
to serve 100 percent of 
her 20-year sentence.

Pott er said he was fi rst 

notifi ed about the pos-
sible abuse on Sunday, 
Aug. 11, when he re-
ceived a call from medi-
cal staff  at T.C. Thomp-
son Children’s Hospital. 
Pott er said that hospital 

offi  cials told him that 
they were treating a 
young child who had 
scalding burns to both 
feet. He said that hospital 
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The Town of Spring City recently hosted the KAST 2021 State Championship, the first tournament held under the 
“Fish Spring City” brand on Watts Bar Lake. The bass tournament was open to every kayak club in the Kayak Anglers 
Society of Tennessee [KAST]. Spring City officials said there was a huge turnout with almost 100 anglers 
participating in the three-day tournament from Oct. 8 to Oct. 10.

SPRING CITY HOSTS KAYAK ANGLERS

Herald -News photo by Reed Johnson

Crews began working on the Dayton dog park earlier this week, after the city recevied a grant to construct the park in 2019. Dayton received a $25,000 
grant from the Boyd Foundation to construct a dog park at the city’s Swinging Bridge Park near the farmer’s market. 

Spring City Autumn 
Festival approaching, 
set for Oct. 23

FROM STAFF REPORTS

THE HERALD-NEWS

Spring City will be holding its 
2021 Autumn Festival on Satur-
day, Oct. 23, from 10 a.m. to dark 
in downtown Spring City near the 
depot.

The event will feature food and 
craft vendors, and a Kids Zone 
where children can win prizes. 

Hosted by the Spring City Cham-
ber of Commerce, the event will 
also feature various games, music 
and  pumpkin decorating.

The 20201 Autumn Festival is 
sponsored by General Shale, Piggly 
Wiggly, Winstead’s American Grill, 
SimplyBank, Farm Bureau Spring 
City and Spring City Care and Re-
habilitation Center. 

To register as a vendor, or for 
more information, visit www.
springcitychamberofcommerce.
com. Contact the chamber of com-
merce at (423) 682-0007.

Crews began 
working on the Day-
ton dog park earlier 
this week, after the 
city recevied a grant 

to construct the park 
in 2019.

Dayton received 
a $25,000 grant from 
the Boyd Founda-
tion to construct a 
dog park at the city’s 
Swinging Bridge 

Park near the farm-
er’s market. The new 
dog park will be 
constructed near the 
pavilion at the park, 
and it will include 
separate areas for 
large and small dogs.

Randy and Jenny 
Boyd, with the Boyd 
Foundation, an-
nounced in July 2019 
that 30 communities 
across Tennessee, in-

Construction begins on Dayton dog park

See PARK, PAGE A2
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Get your guide to 2021 

PumpkinFest in this edition! The 

special section features event 

schedules and much more!

The defi nitive guide to 

Rhea County, get your 

copy of the annual 

Source in today’s edition!


