Vol. CXXIIi, No. 27 n $1.00 n Serving Rhea County communities since 1898

WWW.RHEAHERALDNEWS.COM

THE HERALD-NEWS

Sunday
April 4, 2021

MainStreet
Spring event
approaching
‘Meet Me on Market’ set
for Saturday, April 10
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HELPING CHILDREN
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Pictured above, books are available for children at the new Child Advocacy Center. Volunteers are currently raising funds to help
furnish the facility, which helps children who are victims of abuse.

Volunteers raising funds to make the new Child
Advocacy Center a more welcoming place
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR
April is Child Abuse Awareness
month, and a group of volunteers is
helping raise funds to furnish the
new Child Advocacy Center [CAC]
at the new Rhea County Justice Center.
The purpose of the fundraiser is
to update the location by providing
aesthetic and functional improvements to create a safe, welcoming
and happy environment for the children and their families and guardians.
Such advocacy centers are instrumental to law enforcement when
investigating cases of abuse involv-

ing a minor. After the legal system
is notified and involved in an abuse
case, the child is taken to a child
advocacy center for their assessment, forensic interviews and medical examinations to determine the
actual extent of abuse and gather
legal documentation for law enforcement professionals.
Laura Travis is one of nearly 20
volunteers leading the fundraiser
and said that when she visited the
child advocacy center she felt the
need to help.
“We are called to help the least
of these,” Travis said. “We are called
to use our talents for the glory of
God. I couldn’t live with myself if I
didn’t help.”
The volunteers soon began the

fundraiser, which will provide furnishings for things such as a play
area, which children can utilize
while at the center.
Rhea County Sheriff Mike Neal,
investigators with the Rhea County
Sheriff’s Department and the local
district attorney’s office have been
exploring the possibility of establishing a child advocacy center in
Rhea County for several years.
“We’ve been trying to get one for
several years,” Rhea County Sheriff’s
Department Investigator Rocky Potter said. “We’ve had to use Bradley
County, McMinn County and even
the Chattanooga child advocacy
center. Sometimes it’s a hardship for

Officials with MainStreet Dayton recently
announced that the organization will be holding its first event of the spring — “Meet Me on
Market” — on Saturday, April 10, from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m.
“This event is designed to illuminate the
community’s ongoing passion for the arts and
culture,” MainStreet Dayton Executive Director
Candice Graham. “The event formerly known
as Spring Fling will now feature art from all
arrays, such as music and live art as well as
demonstrational/interactive art.
“MainStreet Dayton is excited to not only
showcase the creativity of artists on the streets,
but also spotlight the businesses in the downtown area that will be open for your shopping
and eating pleasure.”
The April 10 event is free to attend. Follow
MainStreet Dayton on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter for more news updates as the event
nears.

Bryan announces
engineering scholarships
FROM STAFF REPORTS
THE HERALD-NEWS

Five Bryan College Engineering students
have been chosen to receive multiple scholarships during Engineering Week [E Week]
recently. These scholarships were organized by
the Chattanooga E Week Committee (http://
www.chattanoogaengineersweek.com/).

See CENTER, PAGE A2

See BRYAN, PAGE A2

Rhea COVID
cases decreasing
BY REED JOHNSON
MANAGING EDITOR
Confirmed cases of
COVID-19 in Rhea County are trending down,
according to information
provided by the Tennessee
Health Department.
As of press time Friday, there were 31 active
cases in Rhea County with
4,146 people having recov-

“May you be
strengthened with
all power,
according to his
glorious might, for
all endurance and
patience with joy,”
—Colossians 11:1

ered from the virus since
the start of the pandemic.
State figures show that
there have been 4,252 confirmed cases in Rhea
County with 75 deaths
and 80 people hospitalized.
New daily cases are
trending down with the
county posting six new
cases on April 1, comSee COVID, PAGE A2
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The Herald-News presents BIBLE VERSE SEARCH
Over the next 12 weeks, over 150 Bibles will be given away
by local businesses that sponsor the page.
See the Wednesday edition to participate.

