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Four snowmobilers 
stranded in Hotel Creek
Fremont County Search & Rescue Press Release 

Around 5:30 p.m. Sunday evening, Fremont 
County Search & Rescue’s Senior and Junior members 
responded to Yale Creek Road west of Island Park. 

Fremont County Sheriff’s Dispatch received a 911 
call from four North Dakota snowmobilers who were 
stuck and unsure of their location. They informed dis-
patch they had a fire going and nobody was injured. 
The coordinates from their 911 call placed them in 
Hotel Creek, about 2.6 miles north of the Yale Kilgore 
Road. 

The first search team attempted to drop in from 
the top like they had done on a search several years 
prior, but when they almost reached the top, they were 
engulfed by a blinding blizzard. The distance from 
their location and the stranded snowmobilers was 
around a quarter mile, but winter conditions were 
dangerous because of widow makers hidden within 
the blizzard and the copious amounts of dead fall. It 
wasn’t safe for any member to attempt snowshoeing 
cross-country. 

The search team decided to rendezvous with the 
backup search team equipped with snowshoes. They 
headed back down the trail to where they previously 

Many in community hit by 
health insurance challenges
AMANDA BEAL

amanda@uvsj.com

Many members of the community are left frus-
trated by issues with their health insurance coverage, 
and the finger of blame is being pointed at both the 
state and federal government. 

Many face the problem of “falling into the gap” — 
not making enough to qualify for healthcare subsidies 
through the state exchange while at the same time 
making too much to qualify for Medicaid.

According to a recent Associated Press article, the 
state exchange announced in September that Idaho’s 
average premium increase for plans through that 
state’s exchange is 24 percent, just below the national 
average. The federal government has announced that 
nationwide, the average increase in health insurance 
rates for silver plans through the federal health care 
exchange would be approximately 25 percent.

Rexburg resident Sara Casalino is one member of 
the community who has felt the sting of not qualifying 
for the help she and her family need.

Casalino has had to make the tough decision to go 
without health insurance this year. Since she and her 
husband no longer qualify for the tax cut available to 
help qualifying citizens cover health insurance, it was 
either pay around $600 per month or go without the 
coverage.

“I wish I could have health insurance,” she said. 
The previous year, they had only paid about $30 a 

month for a good plan. Casalino said she has watched 
as every year the amount an individual or family 
needs to earn to qualify for the tax cut has increased. 

Now she and her husband are simply hoping they 

will find jobs in the future that will allow them to 
qualify. In the meantime they will only see a doctor if 
absolutely necessary. 

Casalino does not have a high opinion of the 
Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare, and 
hopes it will change with the new president.

“I would think it would improve because the costs 
have been going up for the last few years,” she said.

Still, she feels that the source of blame for the 
problems she has faced with health insurance is the 
state government. She said other states have changed 
requirements to allow more people to get the help they 
need.

Casalino thinks Medicaid should be expanded 
and that citizens should vote for leaders who want to 
expand Medicaid. She said it would also be nice if the 
minimum wage could be raised so more people could 
qualify for the tax cut.

Local resident Alexandrea Carver has also found 

Marcia Murdoch 
sworn in as 
Fremont County 
prosecutor
LISA DAYLEY SMITH

lsmith@uvsj.com

Despite serving on the Fremont County School 
Board and being recently elected as the Fremont 
County prosecutor, Marcia Murdoch still has plenty of 
friends; while running for prosecutor, Murdoch’s fam-
ily joked that she was going out of her way to make 
everyone angry. A cousin asked her, “Do you want to 
have a friend in the world?”

Nevertheless, Murdoch sallied forth, later winning 
the election.

Murdoch was sworn in as the Fremont County 
prosecutor on Monday. She succeeded longtime pros-
ecutor Karl Lewies, whom she defeated in last year’s 
election.

In July 2015, Fremont County residents voted 
Murdoch in as a county school board member. Murdoch 
opted to run for the office in hopes of giving back to 
the community and to thank the teachers she had 
while growing up here.

“I thought it was a good chance to serve the com-
munity and to try and help where I could. It’s been a 
good experience,” she said.

While running for prosecutor, Murdoch was also in 
the midst of school superintendent negotiations.

“It was a challenging time. There’s a lot involved in 
that, too,” she said.

New sheriff sworn in during 
Monday commissioner meeting
Two commissioners, prosecuting attorney 
and deputy sheriff also sworn in
AMANDA BEAL

amanda@uvsj.com

REXBURG — Four elected officials were sworn in 
during the Madison County Commissioner meeting 
Monday, including Madison County’s new sheriff.

Commissioner Jon Weber, Commissioner Todd 
Smith, Sheriff Rick Henry and Prosecuting Attorney 
Sid Brown were all sworn in by District Judge Gregory 
Moeller.

Before the officials were sworn in, Moeller spoke 
about the importance of the swearing in process.

Although it can seem routine, he said, there are very 
few times in individuals’ lives when they are asked to 
lift up their hand and promise to do certain things.

“It’s a great honor for me to be involved in this capac-

ity,” he said.
As each raised their hand and repeated after 

Moeller, they solemnly swore and affirmed that they 
would support the Constitution of the United States 
and the Constitution of the State of Idaho and faith-
fully discharge the duties of their office according to the 
best of their abilities.

Later during the commissioner meeting, the com-
missioners unanimously approved Jon Weber to con-
tinue as Commission Chairman and for Todd Smith to 
continue as Vice Chair.

Rick Henry also conducted the swearing in of his 
Deputy Sheriff, Bart Quayle.

For a full interview of Sheriff Rick Henry, visit the 
article on our website entitled, “Rick Henry to become 
new Madison sheriff.”
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Sheriff Rick Henry smiles at the crowd before being sworn in by District Judge Gregory Moeller, right. Behind them are 
Madison County Commissioners Todd Smith, left, and Jon Weber, right. 
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“The cost of health care is 

going up dramatically.”

DaviD Parker, 

Parker insurance

See INSURANCE, page 6A


