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Tips to secure you a 

returned security deposit
By EDNA GRANT

The Jefferson Star

Your wedding will forever be 
remembered as one of the happiest 
moments of your life. However, in the 
thick of planning and budgeting, it can 
also be remembered as one of the most 
stressful times of your life. Financial stress 
should not have to ruin the memory of 
your wedding, and there are a handful of 
steps you can take to ensure it doesn’t. 

One of the biggest costs, besides 
catering and the bridal gown, is the 
venue rental. Whether you plan to use 
your venue for both the ceremony and 
the reception, or if you only use it for the 
reception, property owners will more 
than likely charge a refundable deposit. 
However, the refund is up to their 
discretion, and a lot of times, couples or 
families lose out on that money after the 
wedding. These are tips to ensure you get 
your refund and start your marriage with 
a little extra cash.

Do your research. Most in-demand 
wedding venues have websites, but 
they also have Yelp pages and are often 
mentioned on social media. Reading 
reviews are a key action in ensuring 
you don’t sign a contract with serial 
deposit-keepers. If you can’t seem to find 
any reviews which mention a refunded 
deposit, it’s probably safe to say the 
venue rarely refunds. However, use good 
judgment; put your trust in reviews that 
read well and sound genuine. 

Visit prospective venues. Different 
venues have diverse atmospheres and 
features. Keep in mind what kind of 
reception party you expect to have when 
you and your future spouse make an 
in-person venue visit. Flooring might 
be a deal-breaker if you expect a lot of 
dancing. It may also make a difference if 
you expect heavy drinking. Remember 
accidents happen, so keep in mind 
which types of flooring or interior walls 
may be less susceptible to damage from 

foreseeable incidents. Wood or carpeted 
floors may be more ideal for calmer, low-
key receptions.

Read your contract. When a couple 
first goes to see a venue and meet with 
the owners, they will often discuss rules 
and extra charges. This includes their 
rules regarding alcohol, animals, children 
or loud music. These meetings will 
typically be an information-dump that 
can leave the couple feeling overwhelmed. 
However, after a decision is made, the 
chosen venue will ask you to sign a 
contract and this contract will have all the 
rules, even some which weren’t previously 
mentioned, spelled out.

Contracts are often signed and lost 
in a sea of wedding preparations but 
keeping a bookmark on a digital copy can 
help everyone involved - family, friends 
and cleaning services - by becoming 
a reference for allowable activity, 
restrictions on decorations and cleaning 
standards. 

Designate a cleaning crew. Brides, I 
know control is difficult to let go of, but 
this is your big day. You do not want to 
hold a broom at any point of the day, 
unless you’re participating in a cultural 
dance which involves a broom. That being 
said, make sure you know ahead of time 
who will be staying back after the party 
to clean up. It could be a group of family 
and friends, or you might consider hiring 
a cleaning service. Either way, know 
your cleaners and make sure they are 
also familiar with the cleaning standards 
outlined in your contract.

Communicate and take pictures. 

Remember there are multiple weddings 
a week and it may be difficult for venues 
to keep track of what was cleaned by 
which wedding party. As soon as your 
rental time begins, have someone from 
your cleaning crew inspect the entire 
venue. If there is anything broken or 
still messy, have them take pictures and 
share them with the venue owners. This 
includes broken chairs, cracked windows, 
unbagged trash or messy kitchens or 
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Whether a group of family and friends or a hired service, designating a cleaning crew is a 

must to ensure a returned security deposit.

bathrooms. Sharing these photos with the 

owners will help alleviate any blame for 

damage which might fall on your party by 

making the owners aware of the condition 

of the place prior to your event.

Taking and sharing these pictures may 

also allow the owner to share insight with 

you, which may have otherwise been 

overlooked. This can include any of the 

building’s structural background or even 

just knowledge of prior damage such as 

broken hinges or windows. 

Enjoy your day. With all or some of 

these tips at play, all that’s left for the 

wedding couple is to enjoy the wedding 

they’ve spent their time planning. Being 

informed and open with the venue 

owners and delegating wedding-day 

responsibilities to those you trust will 

hopefully help ease your stress as you 

celebrate the start of a new life. 


