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Fayette County was named for Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert 
du Motier de La Fayette, the Marquis de Lafayette, a young French 
nobleman who traveled to England’s colony in North America to 
support the cause of American revolution. He was made a major 
general in the Continental Army at age 19. Both Fayette County, 
West Virginia, along with counties in 15 other states, and the county 
seat, Fayetteville, were named in honor of the young soldier who 
urged his country to support the fight for American independence.
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Trees on mountains, traversed by rippling streams leading to mighty rivers filling deep gorges and wide valleys, populated by winged creatures, four-legged mammals, 
various sizes of amphibians and more marked the area now known as West Virginia long before the approximately 300 years of recorded history. Let’s meet the West 
Virginia from those days which has turned into the home we know today.

Getting to know West Virginia

Jodi French-Burr/For The Fayette Tribune

A forest snail is captured moving across a mushroom at Babcock State Park.

By Cheryl Keenan
the fayette tribune

West Virginia, from 
the time before humans 
walked its lands, has 
been a picture of diver-
sity and differences, and 
is a dichotomy even to-
day.

In its earliest days, 
before recorded histo-
ry, the land now known 
as West Virginia was 
dichotomous in its ap-
pearance because of a 
geological disturbance 
which led to “a moun-
tain-building era known 
as  the  App alachian 
Orogeny,” according to 
the West Virginia Ency-
clopedia.

In an article written 
for the encyclopedia by 
historians and former 
West Virginia Tech pro-
fessors Otis K. Rice and 
Stephen Brown, the two 
explained the creation of 
the land that became one 
of the nation’s favorite 
playgrounds in recent 
years.

“Still evident after 
some 245 million years 
are the effects upon 
West Virginia of a great 
geological disturbance, 
a mountain-building 
era, known as the  Ap-
palachian Orogeny. At 
that time the floor of 
a portion of a great in-
land sea, which covered 

much of the interior 
of North America, was 
forced upward to cre-
ate the Appalachian 
Mountains. In time the 
new land wore down to 
a large peneplain that 
tilts gently toward the 
Mississippi Valley. Nat-
ural forces, including 
erosion and the flow of 
streams, eventually pro-
duced a terrain marked 
by numerous valleys, 
rugged hills, and moun-
tains that distinguish 
the state’s landscape to 
this day. Immense de-
posits of coal, oil, natu-
ral gas, salt, limestone, 
and other resources laid 
down in long-past geo-
logical eras have been 
vital to the economic 
life of West Virginia in 
historic times. The huge 
glaciers of the Ice Age 
never reached present 
West Virginia, but they 
did much to determine 
the state’s basic drain-
age patterns, especially 
with respect to the New, 
Ohio, and once-mighty 
Teays rivers.”

The earliest settlers of 
the area, according to 
Rice and Brown, were 
“apparently descended 
from ‘Old Mongoloid’ 
stock, or eastern Asians, 
who cross the Bering 
Strait from Siberia to 
Alaska approximately 
40,000 years ago.”

Those people became 
known as Native Amer-
icans, or Indians, and 
evolved through three 
major cultural stages, 
according to Rice and 
Brown: Paleo-Indian, 
Archaic and Woodland.

“A s early as  7000 
B.C., Archaic Culture 
began to appear and 
continued over the next 
6,000 years. A more re-
liable food supply that 
included small game, 
fish, roots, plants, and 
berries enabled the Ar-
chaic people to live in 
camps, often for long 
periods of time. Wood-
land Cultures, including 
the  Adena, Hopewell, 
a n d  M i s s i s s i p p i a n , 
evolved between about 
1000 B.C. and A.D. 1700 
and were among the 
most advanced in pre-
historic West Virginia. 
Woodland Indians cul-
tivated such plants as 
corn, beans, and squash, 
made pottery, and prac-
ticed burial ceremonial-
ism. They left hundreds 
of mounds and other 
structures scattered 
across West Virginia. 
Among the best known 
are the  Grave Creek 
Mound at Moundsville, 
t h e  S o u t h  C h a rl e s -
ton-Dunbar mounds, 
the  Bens Run earth-
works  in Tyler County, 
and the  Mount Carbon 

rock walls  in Fayette 
County,” the historians 
note in the state ency-
clopedia, a project of the 
West Virginia Human-
ities Council.

By the time European 

immigrants entered the 
area, they “found only 
a few natives in present 
West Virginia. By then, 
the Indians had formed 
into tribes and warfare 
was common. Two of the 

most powerful groups 
in the eastern Unit-
ed States were the  Ir-
oquois  and  Cherokee, 
both of which claimed
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parts of West Virginia. They proba-
bly forced weaker tribes, including 
the Shawnee, Mingo, and others, to 
abandon most of the state.”

Upon the arrival of white settlers 
in the area, skirmishes between the 
Europeans and the Native Americans 
became typical, followed by battles 
between the English and the French, 
with the Indians siding with each of 
the two parties at different times. 
War became practically a fact of life 
for everyone living and traveling in 
the area now known as West Virginia, 
as Rice and Brown explained in the 
West Virginia Encyclopedia.

“Although Western Virginians par-
ticipated in nearly every major battle 
of the Revolutionary War, for most 
families the war was a continuation 
of hostilities with the Indians, who 
now had British support. In 1777, the 
Indians broke their neutrality and at-
tacked Fort Henry at Wheeling. In-
dian raids again became common in 
most of Western Virginia and contin-
ued even after the British surrendered 
at Yorktown in 1781. The last import-
ant Revolutionary War engagement 
in Western Virginia occurred in 1782 
when about 200 Indians besieged Fort 
Henry. Clashes continued until 1794, 
when Gen. Anthony Wayne defeat-
ed the Indians in the Battle of Fallen 
Timbers and forced them to give up 
their claims to lands south of the Ohio 
River.

“On the eve of the Revolution, av-
aricious speculators expanded their 
horizons. They proposed an ambitious 
scheme for a 14th American colony 
known as  Vandalia, which included 
most of present West Virginia, south-
western Pennsylvania, and portions 
of Kentucky. The war prevented the 
establishment of the colony, and its 
promoters later attempted to gain 
approval for a 14th state known as 
Westsylvania. Congress, however, re-
jected the plan, and Western Virginia 
remained a part of Virginia.

“In 1779, the Virginia general as-
sembly passed a land law that had 
far-reaching effects upon West Vir-
ginia, even to the present. The law 
recognized the rights of original set-
tlers. It also permitted the buying and 
selling of certificates that enabled 
speculators, many of whom were from 
outside West Virginia, to acquire hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of land. 
Unfortunately, the law did not re-
quire land to be surveyed before its 
transfer. As a result, land claims were 
often imprecise and provided lawyers 
with a profitable business for decades 
in resolving disputes. Among the 
most baneful effects of the law on the 
state were the emergence of an endur-
ing system of  absentee landowner-
ship and arrested economic growth.”

• • •

The historians called absentee land-
ownership “an enduring system,” and 
it does continue throughout West Vir-
ginia today.

The late Louise McNeill, appointed 
West Virginia poet laureate by Gov. 
Jay Rockefeller, wrote “The Absen-
tee Landowners,” which was print-
ed in her 1979 collection “Elderberry 
Flood,” published by The West Virgin-
ia Department of Culture and Histo-
ry’s Elderberry Books.

McNeill’s poem stresses the point 
that, although a majority of the land 
is owned by those from outside the 
state, those landowners will never 
know what the land truly means. It 
opens, “The owners owned a hundred 
miles of timber and of coal, The can-
yon with its dark defiles, But not the 
cryptic soul.”

Even more recently, in 2013, West 
Virginia Public Broadcasting created 
a two-part series titled “Who Owns 
West Virginia?” The series was based 
on a study by the West Virginia Center 
on Budget and Policy.

“According to a recent report, the 
top 25 landowners in West Virginia 
own about 20 percent of the surface 
in the state. And perhaps not surpris-
ingly, most of those landowners live 
elsewhere,” WVPB reported. “The re-
port, released by the West Virginia 
Center on Budget and Policy, is the 

first to take a close look at land own-
ership since the 1970s and it’s created 
quite a stir.”

WVPB went on to explain: “The 
top 10 landowners in the state are all 
based out-of-state.

“The age-old question is: Can we 
blame the pervasive poverty in West 
Virginia on absentee land ownership?

“‘I think that around the world 
where you have extractive industry, 
you often have very poor people,’ says 
Beth Spence who works as a Coalfields 
Specialist for the American Friends 
Service Committee. Spence was also 
the primary writer for the recent land 
ownership report entitled, ‘Who Owns 
West Virginia in the 21st Century?’

“‘I think it’s particularly troubling 
that we have so many children living 
in poverty in the state,’ she points 
out. ‘It’s something we really need to 
look at and address in terms of what 
kind of wealth do we have and what 
kind of needs do we have.’

“Spence grew up in the southern coal 
fields in Logan County and worked 
on the Appalachian Land Study Task 
Force in the ‘70s researching land 
ownership across Appalachia. She 
says not a lot has changed since then. 
Or at least, like many, she was not sur-
prised by findings that so much land 
is owned by outside developers.”

Author Barbara Rasmussen, who 
in 2014 wrote “Absentee Landowning 
and Exploitation in West Virginia, 
1760-1920,” published by The Uni-
versity of Kentucky Press, was the au-
thor of the West Virginia Encyclope-
dia’s article on Land Ownership. She, 
too, agrees the patterns that started 
long before statehood are still in place 
to a degree, affecting the state’s day-
to-day operations.

“Land-ownership patterns continue 
to affect the state’s economy,” she 
wrote in the encyclopedia. “Critics 
argue that West Virginia property tax 
policies discourage improvements to 
land. Unimproved land is not taxed as 
heavily per acre as improved land is, 
making land speculation an attractive 
investment and sometimes keeping 
land inactive for decades.

“In some counties as much as 70 per-
cent of the land is unimproved and 
controlled by nonresidents, including 
the federal government.”

• • •

A number of other news publica-
tions have written articles about the 
phenomena, and, as recently as five 
years ago, a political movement, West 
Virginia Can’t Wait, grew from a 
grassroots level with land ownership 
as one of its areas of focus.

West Virginia Can’t Wait, coordi-
nated by Stephen Smith, who sought 
the Democratic nomination as gover-
nor in 2020, was a coalition of over 90 
candidates statewide who promised to 
reject corporate funding support and 
to stand behind unions.

“(Smith) ran on a  New Deal for 
West Virginia, seeking to stir up old 
passions of miners who took on their 
bosses,” David Dayen, executive ed-
itor of Prospect, wrote on June 10, 
2020. “He supported universal broad-
band, a wealth tax, a Corporate Crime 
and Public Corruption division of the 
state police, a new Homestead Act to 
empower local residents over out-of-
state landholders, public negotiation 
on pharmaceutical prices, legalized 
cannabis, paid family leave, and more. 
And Smith built the platform by tak-
ing suggestions from across the state 
and even having his supporters write 
the position papers.”

The Homestead Act aspect of the 
campaign continued the long existing 
focus of absentee landowners.

“Our land isn’t owned by us,” the 
Homestead Act page on the WV 
Can’t Wait website (wvcantwait.com) 
states.

“Vast swaths of West Virginia 
land are owned or controlled by out-
of-state corporations that aren’t in-
vested in the state’s future like West 
Virginians are. Absentee landowners 
are rewarded with low property taxes 
and regulations that reward dilapidat-
ed properties.

“Meanwhile, small business owners 
are stuck, because our tax structure 
not only takes away their incentive to 
develop and improve their properties 
– they are punished for doing so.

WEST VIRGINIA 4C

Jodi French-Burr/For The Fayette Tribune

The trillium, one of the first wildflowers to appear in West Virginia in the spring, is 
blooming at Babcock State Park in eastern Fayette County.

Courtesy art/West Virginia State Archives

Fort Henry was built in the summer of 1774 near the Ohio River at the present 
site of Wheeling. “The fort, attacked by Indians twice during the Revolutionary War, 
was a major defensive outpost in the upper Ohio Valley through the Indian Wars of 
the 1790s, second only to Fort Pitt at present Pittsburgh,” Phillip Sturm wrote in 
The West Virginia Encyclopedia (wvencyclopedia.org).

Courtesy photo/WV 
Humanities Council

Louise McNeill, 
West Virginia 
poet laureate 
from 1979 
until her death 
in 1993, was 
one of many 
who addressed 
the topic of 
absentee 
landowners in 
West Virginia. 
Her poem, 
The Absentee 
Landowners, 
was published 
in her collection 
“Elderberry 
Flood” in 1979. 
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“It’s the oldest story in West Vir-
ginia. Our people work hard and pay 
their taxes, so that someone else gets 
rich. The people with the least pay the 
most, and the people with the most, 
pay the least.

“It doesn’t have to be this way,” or-
ganizers stated on the site before of-
fering a plan for improvements:

“Make out-of-state land companies 
pay their fair share.

“End absentee landownership.
“Ramp up efforts to put vast tracts 

of land to use for the public and pri-
vate good of working families.”

• • •

The dichotomy that existed in the 
area which became West Virginia 
again reared its head in the 1800s, 
Rice and Brown wrote for the ency-
clopedia.

“In the early 19th century, section-
alism began to appear in Virginia. The 
Blue Ridge and later the Allegheny 
Front marked a divide between east-
ern and western parts of the state. 
Differences between Virginians grew 
out of their cultural backgrounds, 
their divergent economic interests, 
and the overwhelming political in-
fluence of Tidewater and Piedmont 
planters. Friction between the sec-
tions intensified over such political is-
sues as expanding the vote, represen-
tation in the legislature, and popular 
election of state and county officials. 
Ironically, the Virginia constitution 
of 1776, crafted by leaders who pro-
claimed devotion to democracy, had a 
granite-like quality that assured the 
unassailability of eastern supremacy 
in state affairs,” the historians wrote.

“Western dissatisfaction led to sev-
eral attempts to reform the state con-
stitution. The Staunton conventions 
of 1816 and 1825 and the Constitu-
tional Convention of 1829-30 failed 
to meet western demands. Some west-
ern leaders favored separation from 
Virginia. The  convention of 1850–
51 made changes that addressed the 
political sources of western discon-
tent. Under the new constitution a 
westerner, Joseph Johnson of Bridge-
port, became the first popularly elect-
ed governor of Virginia. These suc-
cesses, however, were overshadowed 
by economic inequities. The new con-
stitution shifted the tax burden to the 
west by requiring that all property, 
except slaves, be taxed at its actual 
value, and it contained provisions 
that dealt severe blows to internal im-
provements favored by the west. Old 
rivalries between east and west were 
soon renewed.”

Those rivalries led eventually to the 
division of the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia, as Rice and Brown further ex-
plained.

“In the three decades before the Civ-
il War, slavery was increasingly an is-
sue in the United States. Two promi-
nent Western Virginians took a strong 
stand on slavery. Henry Ruffner, a 
Kanawha Countian who served as 
president of Washington College (now 
Washington and Lee University), 
published the  Ruffner Pamphlet  in 

which he attacked slavery as an evil 
that kept immigrants out of Virginia, 
slowed economic development, and 
hampered education. He urged grad-
ual emancipation of all slaves west of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains. Alexander 
Campbell, a founder of the Disciples 
of Christ and president of Bethany 
College, contended, however, that 
the North should accept slavery in 
the South. He supported the Fugitive 
Slave Law of 1850 but believed that 
runaway slaves should be provided the 
necessities of food, shelter, and cloth-
ing. As tensions over slavery mount-
ed, several churches divided over the 
issue. The Methodists, who split in 
1844, included most of Western Vir-
ginia in their northern branch.

“Some well-known abolitionists re-
garded Western Virginia as useful 
to their cause. In 1857, Eli Thayer 
of Massachusetts chose Ceredo for a 
settlement by 500 New England emi-
grants who were expected to demon-
strate to Southerners that free labor 
was superior to slave labor. The Civil 
War led to the collapse of the exper-
iment, and when the conflict ended 
only about 125 of the original settlers 
were left. Unlike Thayer’s friendly 
invasion, abolitionist John Brown in 
1859 led a bold raid on Harpers Ferry 
so alarming to the South that some 
historians believe it made the Civil 
War inevitable.

“The election of Abraham Lincoln 
as president in 1860 exacerbated feel-
ings that led to the Civil War and 
ultimately to the formation of West 
Virginia. Following the fall of Fort 
Sumter and Lincoln’s call for volun-
teers, Virginia held a convention in 
April 1861 to consider a course of ac-
tion. The convention voted 88 to 55 to 
leave the Union. Of 47 delegates from 
present-day West Virginia, 32 voted 
against secession, 11 favored it, and 
four did not vote. John S. Carlile and 
other Unionist delegates hurried 
home and organized opposition to Vir-
ginia’s decision. As a result of their 
efforts, 37 counties sent delegates to 
a meeting in May known as the First 
Wheeling Convention. There, Carlile 
urged immediate steps to establish 
a new state. Other leaders, includ-
ing Waitman T. Willey, Francis Har-
rison Pierpont, and John J. Jackson, 
preferred to postpone action.

“In June 1861, the Second Wheel-
ing Convention established the Re-
organized, or Restored, Government 
of Virginia at Wheeling. Francis H. 
Pierpont was chosen governor, and 
Willey and Carlile were named to the 
U.S. Senate to replace Virginia’s sen-
ators who had cast their lot with the 
Confederacy. Throughout the Civil 
War, Virginia had two governments. 
The Wheeling government supported 
the Union, and the Richmond gov-
ernment the Confederacy. In August, 
the Second Wheeling Convention, in 
its Adjourned Session, took steps to 
establish a separate state, subject to 
the approval of voters. On October 
24, 1861, the voters of 41 counties 
approved the formation of a new state 
and on the same day elected delegates 
to a constitutional convention, al-
though less than 37 percent of those 
eligible to vote actually did so. The 
constitution prepared by the conven-
tion was approved by the voters in

Courtesy photo/ 
Washington and 

Lee University 
Library Special 

Collections

Henry Ruffner, 
a Kanawha 
countian who 
served as 
president of 
Washington 
College (now 
Washington 
and Lee 
University), 
published 
the Ruffner 
Pamphlet in 
which he 
attacked 
slavery as an 
evil that kept 
immigrants 
out of Virginia, 
slowed 
economic 
development, 
and hampered 
education. He 
urged gradual 
emancipation 
of all slaves 
west of the 
Blue Ridge 
Mountains.

Courtesy photo/Architect of the Capitol

This statue of Francis H. Pierpont is one of two West Virginians included in the 
Statuary Hall of the United States Capitol. The statue of the man known as “The 
Father of West Virginia” was donated to the National Statuary Hall Collection by 
West Virginia in 1910.

April 1862, with the vote taken in un-
settled conditions.

“In order to become a state, West 
Virginia needed the approval of Vir-
ginia and a constitution acceptable to 
the Congress and the president. Since 
the Confederate government in Rich-
mond would never agree to the dis-
memberment of Virginia, leaders of 
the proposed new state turned to the 
Reorganized Government. Governor 
Pierpont called a special session of the 
legislature that approved the request 
within a week. His role in establish-
ing the state was so crucial that he is 
regarded as the ‘Father of West Vir-
ginia.’’

“In the U.S. Senate, a petition that 
would allow West Virginia to enter 
the Union as a slave state was referred 
to the Committee on Territories, of 
which Carlile was a member. Unex-
pectedly, for reasons on which his-
torians have disagreed, Carlile, who 
had previously favored creation of a 
new state, now included proposals 
that nearly destroyed the chances for 
statehood. At this critical moment, 
Willey offered a compromise to grad-
ually abolish slavery in West Virginia. 
With the Willey Amendment to the 
state constitution, the statehood bill 
passed both houses of Congress. The 
West Virginia Constitutional Conven-

tion reconvened in February 1863 and 
accepted the Willey Amendment. The 
amended constitution was approved 
by the electorate in a vote of 28,321 to 
572. In accordance with a proclama-
tion of President Abraham Lincoln, 
West Virginia entered the Union on 
June 20, 1863, as the 35th state.”

The new state struggled through its 
first years dealing with the remainder 
of the Civil War and the years of Re-
construction. Divisions continued to 
exist in the newest state in the Union 
for several years after its creation, 
according to the historians.

After 50 years of existence, howev-
er, the state was riding an industrial 
boom.

“In celebrating the 50 years of state-
hood in 1913, West Virginians looked 
back with pride upon an era of unprec-
edented industrial development. The 
achievement was largely in extractive 
industries and based upon coal, oil, 
natural gas, and timber resources, 
which had lain dormant for millennia. 
In the late 19th century, state govern-
ment, whether in the hands of Dem-
ocrats or Republicans, endeavored 
to extirpate the bitterness wrought 
by the Civil War and Reconstruction 
and to establish a climate favorable to

WEST VIRGINIA 5C
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industrial growth. By 1913, annual 
coal production exceeded 28 million 
tons. The state achieved first place in 
the nation in oil production in 1898 
and in natural gas output in 1906. 
Timber production reached its peak in 
1909,” Rice and Brown wrote.

“Closely associated with such expan-
sion was the building of hundreds of 
miles of railroads, including the Ches-
apeake & Ohio,  Norfolk & West-
ern, Coal & Coke, Western Maryland, 
Virginian, and Kanawha & Michigan 
lines. Railroad magnates such as Cor-
nelius Vanderbilt, J.P. Morgan, Collis 
P. Huntington, and others acquired 
vast acreages of West Virginia land 
and mineral resources. By the end of 
the 20th century, major West Virgin-
ia railroads, after numerous mergers, 
were incorporated into such giants 
as CSX and Norfolk Southern, two of 
the largest landholders in the state. 
Also vital to industrial growth was 
the construction of locks and dams in 
the Ohio, Kanawha, Monongahela, 
Big Sandy, and Little Kanawha riv-
ers, their upgrading in the 1930s, and 
further improvements as the 20th 
century drew to a close.

“By 1900, West Virginia was clearly 
on the threshold of major economic 
and demographic changes. The state 
still had some 93,000 farms. Never-
theless, migration from rural areas 
to cities, one of the dominant trends 
in the nation, was also in progress in 
West Virginia. By 1994, farm acreage 
was less than 35 percent of that of 
1900. Most were commercial rather 
than subsistence farms. Three fourths 
of agricultural income came from live-
stock, including cattle and calves, 
poultry, and dairy products. Apples, 
peaches, and tobacco were important 
commercial crops.

“By the late 1800s, rapidly expand-
ing industries, especially coal, led to 
an acute need for labor, and both the 
state government and individual com-
panies sent agents abroad to take ad-
vantage of the ‘New Immigration’’ 
from southern and eastern Europe. 
They recruited thousands of  Ital-
ians, Poles, Hungarians, Austrians, 
and other nationalities, as well as 
African-Americans from the South. 
These ethnic groups added greater 
diversity to the state’s population and 
culture.

“West Virginia’s rich resources 
and emerging extractive industries 
caught the attention of powerful 
business and financial interests out-
side the state. Many acquired large 
amounts of land for a small fraction 
of its real worth. State businessmen 
and politicians sometimes became al-
lies of powerful non-resident inter-
ests whose activities left both benefits 
and problems. The new industrial age 
transformed much of the state from 
a society of small, independent farm-
ers into one with a class-oriented so-
cial and economic structure of newly 
rich industrial barons at the apex and 
landless wage-earners at the bottom. 
Sizable amounts of West Virginia’s 
wealth left the state, and the land 
from which it was drawn fell under 
the heavy cloud of a colonial economy.

“As extractive industries, particu-
larly coal, gained a prominent place 
in the West Virginia economy during 

the first half-century of statehood, 
capital investment in manufacturing 
increased fourfold between 1870 and 
1900. The Northern Panhandle, Ohio 
Valley, and Kanawha Valley became 
major manufacturing areas. Wheel-
ing was the leading industrial city in 
the state throughout the 19th centu-
ry. Other prominent industrial cen-
ters included Charleston, Parkers-
burg, Newell, Wellsburg, Benwood, 
New Cumberland, and Huntington.

“World War I was a major stimulus 
to industry, especially the manufac-
ture of chemicals. The federal govern-
ment laid the basis for the industry 
in the Kanawha Valley by construct-
ing a mustard gas plant at Belle and 
a smokeless powder plant at  Nitro, 
where a community of 25,000 people 
sprang up almost overnight. Chemical 
firms in the Kanawha Valley expand-
ed rapidly in the decades after 1920 
and manufactured a great variety of 
new products, including rubber, plas-
tics, rayon, nylon, and automotive 
antifreezes. World War II further ac-
celerated the making of chemicals in 
West Virginia. The Kanawha Valley 
became one of the chemical centers of 
the world. By 1970, every Ohio River 
county except Jackson had at least one 
chemical plant.

“During the first half of the 20th 
century, textile, clay-product, glass, 
and electric power industries grew 
rapidly. Hancock County manufac-
tured fine chinaware. The state was 
a pioneer in the development and use 
of modern glass-making machinery, 
but it was also known throughout the 
world for its Fostoria and hand-blown 
Blenko, Fenton, and Pilgrim glass 
products. After 1940, electric power 
production increased by about 2,000 
percent.”

The boom began to decline, though, 
the historians explained.

“By the mid-20th century, mech-
anization, foreign competition, and 
emergence of a global economy con-
tributed to fundamental changes in 
West Virginia industry. Many tradi-
tional industries experienced decline. 
Increasingly, the state was confronted 
with technological unemployment. 
Thousands of miners and other work-
ers lost their jobs and left. The popu-
lation fell from 2,005,552 in 1950 to 
1,860,421 in 1960. Further losses oc-
curred in the 1960s and 1980s. Scores 
of once-thriving mining towns lost 
so many families that they became 
ghost towns. In the 1990s, however, 
the state’s economy showed signs of 
improvement. Important growth ar-
eas included certain areas of manu-
facturing, such as the automobile and 
wood-based industries, as well as the 
service industries, and tourism and 
recreation. Investments by Japanese, 
Taiwanese, and British firms attested 
to an increasing globalization of the 
state economy. Service industries, 
including banking and insurance, real 
estate, and rapidly expanding health 
care, made up 68 percent of the gross 
state product. By 1996, the state’s 
improved economy seemed to be con-
tributing to a reversal of nearly four 
decades of population losses. In 2010, 
the state’s population was 1,852,994.

“Industrialization in West Virginia 
produced conditions conducive to an 
organized labor movement. As early 
as the 1820s, Wheeling had a sizable 
wage-earning class and a labor news-
paper. A strong labor movement, how-
ever, did not develop until after the

Courtesy photo/WV Tourism

“By 1913, annual coal production exceeded 28 million tons,” historians Otis K. Rice and Stephen Brown wrote in the West Virginia Humanities Council’s West Virginia 
Encyclopedia. “Closely associated with such expansion was the building of hundreds of miles of railroads, including the Chesapeake & Ohio, Norfolk & Western, Coal & Coke, 
Western Maryland, Virginian, and Kanawha & Michigan lines. Railroad magnates such as Cornelius Vanderbilt, J.P. Morgan, Collis P. Huntington, and others acquired vast 
acreages of West Virginia land and mineral resources. By the end of the 20th century, major West Virginia railroads, after numerous mergers, were incorporated into such 
giants as CSX and Norfolk Southern, two of the largest landholders in the state,” the authors stated. Today, coal is still shipped by rail, but some of the once active railroads, 
such as the old logging line at Cass, pictured, have since become tourist attractions.

Courtesy photo/WV Tourism

“Also vital to industrial growth,” Rice and Brown wrote, “was the construction 
of locks and dams in the Ohio, Kanawha, Monongahela, Big Sandy, and Little 
Kanawha rivers, their upgrading in the 1930s, and further improvements as the 
20th century drew to a close.” Coal barges still travel the state’s rivers, although 
they’re now joined by a number of recreational watercraft.

Civil War. The first important union 
was the Knights of Labor, founded in 
1869. The Knights established a local 
organization at Paden City in 1877, 
and within a few years 16 others were 
founded in the state. The great rail-
road strike of 1877, the first nation-
wide industrial strike, began at Mar-
tinsburg and ended only by federal 
intervention. In 1880, the Knights 
of Labor supported an unsuccessful 
strike by miners at Hawks Nest in 
Fayette County. Following these and 
other setbacks, the union gradually 
declined.

“In 1881, the American Federation 
of Labor, made up of crafts of skilled 
workers, was organized. It advocated 
an eight-hour day, six-day workweek, 
higher wages, and job safety and se-

curity. By 1914, the  West Virginia 
Federation of Labor, which was affil-
iated with the national organization, 
included 152 local craft unions with 
31,315 members. The union was es-
pecially strong among iron, steel, and 
tin workers; transportation employ-
ees; and glass workers. Wheeling had 
more than 40 percent of the union 
craft workers in the state. Wheeling, 
Fairmont, Clarksburg, Charleston, 
Hinton, Morgantown, and Parkers-
burg had central labor organizations 
made up of the craft unions.

“The most powerful union in West 
Virginia has been the  United Mine 
Workers of America. The union was 
formed in Columbus in 1890 and only
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gradually established itself in West 
Virginia. Only about half of state min-
ers participated in a nationwide strike 
in 1894. Union membership declined 
in 1897 to a mere 206 workers. Be-
tween 1897 and 1902, the UMWA en-
listed the support of well-known labor 
leaders from across the nation. They 
included Samuel Gompers, Eugene V. 
Debs, and Mary ‘‘Mother’’ Jones. Op-
erators responded with court injunc-
tions, yellow-dog contracts, blacklist-
ing, and heavily armed mine guards. 
Nevertheless, in 1902 the union, with 
assistance from Jones, organized 
about 7,000 miners in the Kanawha 
Valley. For the next quarter-century, 
Mother Jones had a powerful influ-
ence with miners in West Virginia.

“During the Mine Wars of the ear-
ly 20th century, some of the most 
violent episodes in the state’s labor 
history occurred in the coalfields. In 
1912-13, troubles erupted on Paint 
and Cabin creeks, tributaries of the 
Kanawha River, when operators re-
fused to renew contracts with the 
union. Sporadic violence occurred at 
Mucklow and Holly Grove and caused 
Governor Glasscock to impose martial 
law. The strike ultimately ended when 
Governor Hatfield helped arrange a 
settlement.

“The great demand for coal and a 
shortage of labor during World War 
I produced conditions in which the 
industry flourished, wages rose, and 
union membership increased. Between 
1919 and 1921,  UMWA  efforts to 
unionize the mines of southern West 
Virginia, particularly in Logan and 
Mingo counties, were marked by inci-
dents of unusual violence, including 
the Matewan Massacre, Sharples Mas-
sacre, and the Battle of Blair Moun-
tain. Labor suffered major setbacks. 
By 1924, the UMWA had lost half its 
members in West Virginia and was 
nearly bankrupt. Collective bargain-
ing, one of the union’s major goals, 
remained unachieved.

“The Great Depression, beginning 
in 1929, proved a catalyst for funda-
mental political, economic, and social 
reforms in the United States. In 1932, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, the Democrat-
ic candidate for president, promised 
a ‘New Deal’ in handling the nation’s 
extraordinary economic problems. 
The National Industrial Recovery Act 
of 1933 (NIRA) gave workers benefits 
for which they had long battled. It of-
fered an eight-hour workday, an end to 
yellow-dog contracts, and the right to 
collective bargaining. After the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled that NIRA was 
unconstitutional, many parts of the 
act relating to labor were included in 
the Wagner Act of 1935.

“Under the leadership of John L. 
Lewis, coal miners made rapid gains 
in the more benign political envi-
ronment. The  Appalachian Agree-
ments eventually ended unfavorable 
wage scales, and in 1946 a Miners’ 
Welfare and Retirement Fund, one 
of the union’s most important goals, 
was established. During the 1940s, 
the UMWA reached the zenith of its 
political influence in West Virgin-
ia when its leaders persuaded Mat-
thew Neely to give up his U.S. Sen-
ate seat to run for governor. After 
1950, mechanization and automation 
in coal mining drastically reduced the 
number of miners and began a long-
term and eventually dramatic decline 
in UMWA membership and influence 
in the state.

“Historically, mining has been one 
of the most dangerous industries. 
Most miners died in individual acci-
dents killing one or a few miners at 
a time, but major mine disasters oc-
curred at Monongah in 1907, Eccles in 
1914, Benwood in 1924, and Farming-
ton in 1968. Another disaster, at Buf-
falo Creek in 1972, was the result of 
the collapse of a coal company dam in 
which 125 people were killed and 17 
communities destroyed. The dangers 
of underground work outside the coal 
industry appeared in 1932 during the 
construction of the Hawks Nest Tun-
nel, which diverted waters of the New 
River to a hydroelectric plant. Scores 
of men died of silicosis that might 
have been prevented had the company 
taken the proper precautions.

“During the 1960s and 1970s, the 
actions of both federal and state gov-
ernments led to improved safety and 
working conditions. In 1969, the fed-
eral government recognized pneumo-
coniosis, or  black lung, as an occu-
pational disease and set up a fund to 
support afflicted miners. A year lat-
er, the state established a Black Lung 
Fund.

“One of the most distinctive events 
in the state’s labor history occurred 
in the early 1980s when workers of 
the  Weirton Steel Company  pur-
chased its properties and prevented 
the plant’s closing. For a time, the 
new company was the largest employ-
ee-owned business in the nation, be-
fore suffering serious setbacks at the 
end of the 20th century. Employee 
ownership ended when Weirton Steel 
was sold to the International Steel 
Group early in the 21st century.

“Political affairs since 1863 have re-
flected both changes and continuities 
in life in West Virginia. In the years 
immediately following statehood, the 
state was profoundly affected by the 
problems and tensions of Reconstruc-
tion. Partisan politics agitated dis-
cussions regarding the location of a 

permanent state capital. Republicans 
favored Wheeling, their center of in-
fluence. Democrats wanted the capi-
tal in southern West Virginia, where 
their party was strong. In 1877, the 
matter was submitted to the voters, 
who chose Charleston over Clarksburg 
and Martinsburg as the permanent 
seat of government. The move was 
made in 1885.

“In 1871, following the troubled 
eight years of Radical Reconstruc-
tion, the Democratic Party, augment-
ed by disfranchised ex-Confederates 
and by Liberal Republicans, captured 
the governorship and the legislature. 
The so-called Bourbon Democrats of-
ten clung to the ideals of the rural 
South but promoted the development 
of industry, and their rule coincided 
with the beginnings of the industrial 
revolution in West Virginia.

“Party labels in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries are not always 
enlightening. Bourbon Democrats 
and conservative Republicans shared 
many of the same ideas and policies, 
and favored the development of the 
state’s resources. The political and 
business relationships between Henry 
Gassaway Davis, who had enormous 
power in the Democratic Party, and 
his son-in-law,  Stephen B. Elkins, 
who after 1894 had similar control 
over Republican affairs, illustrate the 
degree to which politics was tied to 
industrial welfare and influenced by 
great industrial tycoons. Four gov-
ernors — George W. Atkinson, Al-
bert B. White, William M.O. Dawson, 
and William E. Glasscock — are com-
monly known as ‘‘Elkins governors.’’ 
Relations between West Virginia in-
dustrialists and those on the national 
scene often brought temporary pros-
perity and opportunities but in the 
long run helped move the state toward 
economic dependency.

“Concerns over unbridled industrial 
exploitation of both natural and hu-
man resources, as well as government 
neglect of many vital services, helped 
set the stage for the Progressive Move-
ment in West Virginia. From 1900 to 
1920, progressive ideals were at the 
center of state affairs. Although the 
movement transcended party lines, 
the greatest gains were made during 
the tenure of the Republican gover-
nors, particularly Henry D. Hatfield. 
One student of the period observed 
that at the end of the Hatfield admin-
istration West Virginia had as much 
progressive legislation as any state in 
the nation. Except for the Cornwell 
administration (1917-21), Republi-
cans continued to control the gover-
norship until 1933.

“Like many other Americans, 
West Virginians were beguiled by 
the prosperity of the 1920s. In 1924, 
when John William Davis of Clarks-
burg received the Democratic nom-
ination for president of the United 
States, West Virginia nonetheless 
gave its electoral votes to incumbent 
Republican Calvin Coolidge, whom 
they associated with the good times. 
Republican administrations in West 
Virginia during the 1920s were con-
servative, and the laissez-faire phi-
losophy of government and economic 
affairs was the order of the day.

“The Great Depression brought 
wide-scale unemployment, with thou-
sands of people reduced to penury, 
and proved to be a watershed in Amer-
ican and West Virginia history. Lais-
sez-faire doctrines fell before the ac-
tivist philosophy of Roosevelt’s New 
Deal, which projected an expanded 
role for government in economic, so-
cial, and cultural matters and allowed 
the Democratic Party to regain con-
trol over national and state affairs. 
The New Deal and the measures taken 
by Governor Kump and the legisla-
ture brought new hope to economi-
cally distressed West Virginians. 
Through such agencies as the Nation-
al Industrial Recovery Administra-
tion, Works Progress Administration, 
Public Works Administration,  Ci-
vilian Conservation Corps, National 
Youth Administration, and others, 
unemployment diminished and the 
economy improved. The easing of the 
Great Depression paved the way in 
West Virginia for a new Democratic 
era that continued into the 21st cen-
tury. The period following World War 
II witnessed troubling new economic 
problems in West Virginia. The unset-
tled conditions, along with the popu-
larity of Republican President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower, interrupted Demo-
cratic trends in the state and helped 
Republican Cecil Underwood capture 
the governorship in 1956.

“While state politics have normally 
had little impact on the rest of the 
nation, the West Virginia primary 
of 1960 attracted national interest 
when it became a battleground be-
tween John F. Kennedy and Hubert H. 
Humphrey for the Democratic nomi-
nation for president. Kennedy’s land-
slide victory in West Virginia proved 
to be a turning point in his campaign 
for the presidency.

“During the 1960s, policies of the 
federal government exerted major im-
pact upon conditions in West Virgin-
ia. President Kennedy’s New Fron-
tier and President Lyndon B. John-
son’s  War on Poverty  pumped mil-
lions of federal dollars into the state. 
Among the most important new fed-
eral agencies was the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission (ARC), established 
in 1965. Although it helped develop 
health-care centers, and supported 
vocational training, erosion control,
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The Battle of Blair Mountain was just one of many clashes between coal miners 
and coal mine owners during the labor movement in the early part of the 20th 
century.

Mine disasters have marred West Virginia’s history, according to Rice and Brown. 
“Historically, mining has been one of the most dangerous industries. Most miners 
died in individual accidents killing one or a few miners at a time, but major mine 
disasters occurred at Monongah in 1907, Eccles in 1914, Benwood in 1924, and 
Farmington in 1968. Another disaster, at Buffalo Creek in 1972, was the result of the 
collapse of a coal company dam in which 125 people were killed and 17 communities 
destroyed,” they wrote in the West Virginia Encyclopedia. The aftermath of the Buffalo 
Creek disaster is pictured.

Explosions, roof collapses and the like weren’t the extent of disasters affecting 
underground workers. “The dangers of underground work outside the coal industry 
appeared in 1932 during the construction of the Hawks Nest Tunnel, which diverted 
waters of the New River to a hydroelectric plant. Scores of men died of silicosis that 
might have been prevented had the company taken the proper precautions,” Rice 
and Brown wrote.
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and other projects, four-fifths of 
the ARC budget was devoted to 
construction of highways. At the 
close of the 20th century, more 
than 300 miles of  Appalachian 
Corridor highways had been com-
pleted in the state.

“Since the 1960s, one of the 
most significant changes in West 
Virginia government has been 
the emergence of a strong chief 
executive. The  Modern Budget 
Amendment  of 1968 made the 
governor responsible for prepa-
ration of the state budget. In 
1970, the Governor’s Succession 
Amendment  permitted a gov-
ernor to serve two consecutive 
terms. These amendments have 
led to a sharp increase in the in-
fluence and prestige of the gov-
ernorship. Unlike other branches 
of state government, which have 
been dominated by Democrats, 
the governor’s office since 1968 
has alternated between Republi-
cans and Democrats.

“Leaders in both parties were 
deeply concerned about the condi-
tion of the state’s economy. Eco-
nomic improvements were some-
times made at high costs to the 
environment, and government 
officials sought ways to balance 
economic gains against environ-
mental concerns. One contro-
versial issue was  strip mining, 
which liberals maintained must 
either be abolished or strictly 
regulated. Young John D. (Jay) 
Rockefeller IV, who came to ru-
ral Kanawha County as a social 
worker in the 1960s, endeared 
himself to liberals by boldly advo-
cating the abolition of strip min-
ing. Following the energy crisis 
of 1973 and his election to the 
governorship, Rockefeller be-
came a proponent of regulation 
rather than abolition. By the ear-
ly 1990s, continued complaints 
over the destructive practices of 
coal operators led to threats by 
the federal government to take 
over regulation of surface mining 
in West Virginia. The actions of 
Governor  Gaston Caperton  and 
the legislature, which appropri-
ated more funding for the em-
ployment of additional state in-
spectors, averted federal actions. 
By the late 1990s, mountaintop 
removal, the most profitable and 
arguably the most damaging form 
of surface mining, had become 
common and led to sharp public 

debate.
“Public demands for greater 

access to education, health care, 
and other services produced rapid 
growth in both the size and costs 
of state government. In an effort 
to streamline administration, 
Governor Caperton reorganized 
the executive branch under seven 
‘super secretaries,’ each responsi-
ble for several formerly separate 
agencies. His action, however, 
aroused criticism that another 
layer of expensive bureaucracy 
had been established.

“In recent decades the state’s 
governors, congressional rep-
resentation, and other officials 
have made concerted efforts to 
promote economic development, 
including foreign investments. 
Sen. Robert C. Byrd, known na-
tionally as an authority on Senate 
history and the U.S. Constitu-
tion, won federal appropriations 
in excess of $1 billion and brought 
numerous federal projects and fa-
cilities to West Virginia. By the 
mid-1990s, the state’s economy 
bore signs of improvement al-
though some ground was later lost 
in the recession that followed the 
national boom of the late 1990s. 
Between 1988 and 1997, the state 
budget more than doubled, rising 
from about $3.3 billion to approx-
imately $7 billion.

“As the 20th century slipped 
away, West Virginians could 
reflect upon the great changes 
that it had brought. The auto-
mobile, radio, motion pictures, 
television, computers, and oth-
er inventions had opened vistas 
little dreamed of when the cen-
tury began. It had brought new 
opportunities for education and 
self-fulfillment, recognition 
of human rights for all people, 
and ever-increasing prospects 
for more people to share in the 
blessings the state had to offer. 
As always, however, problems 
remained. West Virginians had 
deep apprehensions about the fu-
ture. Their concerns included the 
quality of education; the avail-
ability of health care, especially 
for children and the elderly; en-
vironmental matters; threats to 
cherished traditional values; and 
fears that the nation might not 
have in the future the prescience 
or the strength to manage the re-
sponsibilities of world power.”

Rice, Otis K. and Stephen W. Brown 
“History of West Virginia.” e-WV: The 

West Virginia Encyclopedia (wvency-
clopedia.org). 24 January 2024. Web. 

25 March 2024.
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Fayette County, Virginia, was formed by the General Assembly of Virginia on 
Feb. 28, 1831. Its territory was carved from Kanawha, Nicholas, Greenbrier, and 
Logan counties. Parts of Fayette were taken to create Raleigh County in 1850 and 
Summers in 1871, according to author Lou Athey in the West Virginia Encyclopedia. 
The county seat, first placed in New Haven on the north side of the New River, was 
moved to the south side of the New to Vandalia (now Fayetteville) in 1837.

Let’s meet Fayette County
Editor’s note: The following introduction 
to Fayette County, West Virginia is reprint-
ed with permission from e-WV: The West 
Virginia Encyclopedia, a project of the 
West Virginia Humanities Council.

Fayette County is  located in 
south-central West Virginia, north of 
Beckley. Its land area is 668.7 square 
miles, and its 2020 population was 
40,488. Named for the Marquis de La-
fayette, Fayette County was formed by 
the General Assembly of Virginia on 
Feb. 28, 1831. Its territory was carved 
from Kanawha, Nicholas, Greenbrier, 
and Logan counties. Parts of Fayette 
were taken to create Raleigh County 
in 1850 and Summers in 1871.

The county consists of a high plateau 
bordered on the east by Sewell Moun-
tain and on the west by the Kanawha 
Valley. Flowing from southeast to 
northwest, the New River segments 
the county with its deep gorge, join-
ing the Gauley to form the Kanawha 
River at Gauley Bridge.

The remains of prehistoric set-
tlements have been located, nota-
bly between Armstrong and Loup 
creeks.  Indian trails  and campsites 
along New River and its tributaries 
yield information about movement 
of the natives. The Paint Creek val-

ley was a thoroughfare for Shawnee 
raiders traveling to and from the east-
ern settlements, and it was along this 
stream that Mary Draper Ingles was 
carried from Virginia into captivity 
in Ohio in 1755. European settlement 
came in the late 18th century, largely 
along the rivers.

The county seat was first set in New 
Haven on the north side of New Riv-
er, but was moved to the southside 
town of Vandalia (later Fayetteville) 
in 1837. In its first census, Fayette 
County in 1840 had 3,924 residents. 
On the eve of the Civil War, the coun-
ty had 5,997 residents in 1860, 271 
of whom were slaves. Residents di-
vided on the issues severing the state 
and nation, and the ensuing warfare 
caused great destruction in the coun-
ty. Robert E. Lee commanded in Fay-
ette County in the fall of 1861. Stra-
tegically located Gauley Bridge saw 
repeated action, and the locally deci-
sive Battle of Fayetteville was fought 
in fall 1862. The Confederate Thur-
mond’s Rangers were among the local 
units operating in the area.

The building of the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railway (C&O) through the New 
River Gorge, completed on Jan. 29,
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1873, opened the rich New River 
coalfield and a new industrial era. 
Many mining towns were built in the 
gorge and on the plateau, bringing 
boom times. The population jumped 
from 6,647 in 1870 to 60,377 by 
1920, but Fayette remained rural 
with no town exceeding 2,500 peo-
ple. Fayette was the leading coal pro-
ducing county in West Virginia from 
1888 through 1903, when it yielded 
to McDowell County.

Building the railroads and work-
ing the mines intensified demand 
for labor. Southern and eastern 
Europeans and African-Americans 
from the southern states migrated 
into the county. Their cultural influ-
ence on the county remains. Chris-
topher Payne  of Montgomery was 
the first African-American elect-
ed to the state legislature, in 1896, 
followed in 1902 by James M. Ellis 
of Oak Hill. In 1942, Camp Wash-
ington-Carver opened as a state 4-H 
camp for African-Americans, the 
first of its kind in the nation.

Accompanying the rapid indus-
trialization were disastrous mine 
explosions such as those at Red Ash 
(1900), Rush Run (1905), and Parral 
(1906), and protracted labor strikes 
in 1902 and 1912-13. The most dev-
astating industrial disaster, one of 
the worst in the nation’s history, 
occurred during the building (1930-
35) of the tunnel to harness the hy-
droelectric power of New River at 
Hawks Nest. More than 700 men, 
the majority of whom were black mi-
grants, died of silicosis.

The development of towns depend-
ed upon geography and the economy. 
The mountainous eastern section of 
the county had no large towns; Fay-
etteville was the town center of the 
plateau south of New River until 
the growth of Oak Hill and Mount 
Hope in the 20th century. Towns 
in the western section of the coun-
ty developed as Gauley Bridge and 
Montgomery grew on the banks of 
the Kanawha River. The northside 
plateau town of Ansted, incorporat-
ed in 1891, became prominent in the 
industrial period.

The C&O’s New River main line 
provided the county’s economic 
lifeline. Inhabitants of New River 
Gorge, now almost empty of resi-
dents, outnumbered those living on 
the plateau during the coal heyday. 
Thurmond, a town in the gorge, 
boomed as a coal-shipping rail cen-
ter, and Sewell was once offered as 
a new site for the county seat. The 
unique town of Kaymoor sprang up, 
with Kaymoor Bottom located on the 
gorge floor and Kaymoor Top on the 
rim of the gorge. The Kaymoor mine 
was located on the mountainside in 
between.

With coal in decline after mid-cen-
tury, towns disappeared and the 

population fell from its 1950 peak 
of 82,443. Road construction helped 
to move Fayette County away from 
the gorge and the railroad located 
there. Although the earlier James 
River & Kanawha Turnpike (1825), 
the Giles, Fayette & Kanawha Turn-
pike (1848), and later secondary 
roads served the county well, late 
20th-century arteries linked Fayette 
to the expanding interstate highway 
system. The  West Virginia Turn-
pike  (Interstate 64-77) traverses 
western Fayette County. Busy U.S. 
19 (Appalachian Corridor L) runs 
northeasterly through the county, 
crossing the spectacular New Riv-
er Gorge Bridge, the county’s chief 
landmark.

As of 2022, Fayette County’s larg-
est employers were, respectively, the 
county school system, Contura Ener-
gy, Walmart, Montgomery General 
Hospital, and WVA Manufacturing.

Fayette County’s rushing streams 
and rugged terrain, which once hin-
dered development, are major assets 
in the tourist industry. Whitewater 
rafting on the New and Gauley rivers 
offers excitement to both beginning 
and experienced rafters. Rock climb-
ing, mountain biking, hiking, and 
fishing attract visitors. In 1978, the 
National Park Service established 
New River Gorge National River 
and began expanding outdoor recre-
ational opportunities in the area. In 
December 2020, it was redesignated 
as the  New River Gorge National 
Park and Reserve. Older state parks 
such as Babcock and Hawks Nest al-
so remain popular.

Fayette County has had its share 
of colorful, powerful, and notable 
people. The Civil War years pitted 
Confederate William D. Thurmond 
against Unionist James C. Mont-
gomery, and brought forth the fi-
nancier, philanthropist, and coun-
ty sheriff, Morris Harvey. Leaders 
in the industrial era included such 
powerful figures as Joseph L. Beu-
ry, John Nuttall, ‘‘King’’ Samuel 
Dixon, William H. McKell, George 
W. Imboden, William Nelson Page, 
and others. ‘‘Pistol’’ Nell Walker of 
Sewell, the longest serving female 
legislator (1940-62), gained fame 
by disarming a bank robber in the 
Winona National Bank. Mount Hope 
resident and double amputee Okey 
L. Patteson served as governor of 
West Virginia.

In addition to Fayetteville, 
the county’s leading towns are 
Montgomery,  Oak Hill, Ansted, 
Mount Hope, and Gauley Bridge. 
The WVU Institute of Technology, 
a state-supported school established 
in Montgomery in 1895 as the Mont-
gomery Preparatory School, became 
the West Virginia Institute of Tech-
nology in 1941. In 2015, the school 
was relocated to Beckley.

Athey, Lou “Fayette County.” e-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia (wvencyclo-
pedia.org). 29 September 2023. Web. 22 
March 2024.

FAYETTE COUNTY
MUNICIPALITIES

Ansted
Fayetteville

Gauley Bridge
Meadow Bridge

Montgomery
Mount Hope

Oak Hill
Pax

Smithers
Thurmond

Debra Parker/For The Fayette Tribune

Fayette County, in spite  of the major U.S. Route 19 corridor that crosses the 
Plateau and New Haven areas of the county, is criss-crossed with quiet country 
roads. As of the July 1, 2023 Census estimate, the county has 39,072 residents, 
down from 46,039 following the 2010 Census.
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Andrew Donaldson/For The Fayette Tribune

In the early years of human activity in what is now known as Fayette 
County, from Native American hunting parties to the exploration and early 
settlement of white immigrants from Europe, the natural geography of the 
area, with features ranging from deep and fast-flowing rivers, waterfalls, 
mountains and cliffs, made travel difficult. In recent years, however, 
those geographical wonders have played an important role in the state’s 
economic landscape. From the first West Virginia-based whitewater rafting 
company opened in Thurmond in 1968 to the recent creation of the West 
Virginia Waterfall Trail, Fayette County’s tourism industry is booming.

NOW Open in New
River Health Clinic!

EVALUATION AND TREATMENT: All Skin Cancers
• Psoriasis • Rashes Hives • Cysts • Acne • Eczema
• Rosacea • Sunburns • Skin Tags • Hair & Nail Issues

Dr. David Tolliver,
Board Certified Dermatologist

Bryan Caskey, PA-C
Chad Caskey, PA-C
April Neely, FNP-BC

Michelle Lusk-Caskey, NP-C
Melissa Buckner, FNP-BC
Adam Meade, FNP-BC
Jeremy Morgan, PA-C
Whitney Rose, ENP-BC

WALK-INS WELCOME

497 Mall Road • Oak Hill WV 25901

Beckley Office • 4130 Robert C. Byrd Dr. • Beckley, WV • 304-255-9434
Oak Hill Office • 497 Mall Road • Oak, WV 245901

& Dr. David Tolliver
304-465-2187 or 866-878-0031
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RESIDENTS, VISITORS INVITED TO GO CHASING WATERFALLS

Courtesy photo/WV Tourism

Sandstone Falls is the largest waterfall in the New River Gorge National Park & Preserve. Spanning over 1,500 feet wide, this large series of falls is divided by a 
collection of small islands. In an effort to get those who spend much of their time online into the outdoors, the West Virginia Tourism Department created the West 
Virginia Waterfall Trail which features 40 waterfalls around the state. Thirty percent of those waterfalls are in Fayette County. Read about those falls on 3D. Who knows? 
You might be spurred to become a Waterfall Wanderer.

Pharmacies
Open To The Public
497Mall Road/

Oak Hill
Monday-Thursday

9-5:30
Friday 9-5

304-465-2273

Open To The Public
217W. Maple

Avenue/Fayetteville
Monday-Thursday

9-5:30
Friday 9-5

304-574-3991

Open To The Public
55 Greyhound Lane/

Smithers
Monday-Thursday

9-5:30
Friday 9-5

304-981-2346

Patients Only
302W. Main Street/

Sophia
Monday-Thursday

9-5:30
Friday 9-5

304-683-3809

Voted The #1 Pharmacy In Fayette County!

From l to r: Karen Reed-Director of Pharmacy, Teresia Falls - Pharmacy Tech,
Andrea Garten-Pharmacy Tech, Frank Angelona-Pharmacist In Charge.
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Fayette cascades headline West Virginia Waterfall Trail
A dozen waterfalls in Fayette 
County represent 30% of the 
state Department of Tourism’s 
online-to-outdoor initiative

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune (2)

A West Virginia Waterfall Wanderers sign marks Cathedral Falls, at Gauley Bridge, one of the stops on the 
state’s Waterfall Trail. The water of Cane Branch cascade 60 feet over sandstone and shale cliffs into a natural 
bowl-like space. A path and monstrous boulders both allow visitors to walk all the way to the bottom of the falls.

Courtesy photo/WV Tourism

Westerly Falls is a charming, short-dropped waterfall spanning Paint Creek in Fayette County. With water 
plummeting from 5 to 7 feet high, Westerly Falls is one of the more subtle yet dynamic falls in West Virginia.

Kayakers walk across the natural rock path at Kanawha Falls searching the perfect spot to plunge over the 
falls. Kanawha Falls, which cross the Kanawha River between the communities of Kanawha Falls and Glen 
Ferris, are located less than two miles from where the New and Gauley rivers form the Kanawha at Gauley 
Bridge.

By Andrew Donaldson
for the fayette tribune

“As long as I live,” wrote naturalist John Muir, 
“I’ll hear waterfalls and birds and winds sing.”

The man who, in many ways, was the instigator 
of America’s national parks would be right at home 
then in America’s newest national park in West 
Virginia. The New River Gorge National Park and 
Preserve is home to several waterfalls, and adjacent 
to many more.

The New River’s winding northward path in West 
Virginia has Sandstone Falls — the largest falls on 
the river — at the southern end before cutting into 
the gorge and turning into the Kanawha just past 
Cathedral Falls in Gauley Bridge, one of the tallest 
waterfalls in the state.

West Virginia has water in abundance, with at 
least 200 waterfalls of various descriptions, from 
the wide and tall to the seasonal and hard to find. 
Capitalizing on the age of tourist spots needing 
to be “Instagram Ready” for folks to discover and 
share on social media, the West Virginia Depart-
ment of Tourism launched a plan to get the online 
folks outdoors in the state. The West Virginia Wa-
terfall Trail highlights 40 cascades across the state. 
Once folks sign up, the trail offers an online guide, 
signage on site complete with QR codes, an online 
“passport,” and prizes earned for so many visits. 

Fayette County alone represents 30% of the West 
Virginia Waterfall Trail. Want that sticker that 
represents completing three check-ins and three 
waterfalls found? You could do that in Babcock 
State Park alone in a couple of hours.

Desire the ever-popular metal water bottle that 
comes with 10 check-ins? Traversing New River 
Gorge and Upper Kanawha River along US Route 
60 could see that accomplished in a day. Of course, 
this being West Virginia, the signage with the QR 
codes and check-ins comes with the disclaimer that 
if you cannot get reception, you can do so later 
when not so deep in the wild and wonderful.

While famous waterfalls like the widely published 
image of Glade Creek Grist Mill are present, the 
West Virginia Waterfall Trail brings attention and 
deserved recognition to lesser-known sites. Places 
like Dunloup Falls, tucked away near Thurmond, 
mostly missed by the tourists floated by unawares 
for decades since the National Park Service took 
control. Butcher’s Branch Falls near the Kaymoor 
site in the New River Gorge has been known to rock 
climbers who go past it — in fact, the signage on 
the trail still says “climbers access” — but worth a 
visit in its own right. While competing, and often 
losing, to the throngs that pass through Hawks 
Nest State Park for the view from the canyon rim, 
heading down the Cliffside Trail and veering left a 
tad will bring you to Turkey Creek Falls.

While several of the waterfalls require a hike and 
maybe some scrambling to find, two of the most 
visually impressive wonders of the waterfall trail 
are not only directly on the roadside but nearly 
within sight of each other. Bookending the great 
wide birthing of the Kanawha River as the Gauley 
River and New River merge along US Route 60 in 
Fayette County are Cathedral Falls in Gauley Bridge 
and Kanawha Falls in Glen Ferris/Kanawha Falls a 
bit downstream. Whereas the towering Cathedral 
Falls tumbles home from over 60 feet in height into 
a curving, wide rock area that feels like a natural 
stone church, Kanawha Falls stretches the entire 
width of the river in various shelves up to 15 feet 
high and divides the river across a maze of rocks. 
The two variations on waterfalls, one vertically im-
pressive and the other horizontally breathtaking, 
viewed together are the perfect contrast to how wa-
ter and nature shape each other over the centuries 
in different, but spectacular, ways.

Getting the internet-curious and social media-ob-
sessed outside into the wild and wonderful is a 
winning strategy that recognizes the need for tour-
ism and the ready supply of natural wonders West 
Virginia possesses. Things like the West Virginia 
Waterfall Trail are smart, innovative ways to pro-
mote that, and Fayette County is blessed with more 
representation on the trail than any other area.

As the National Park draws increased crowds to 
the area, state and local initiatives like the water-
fall trail are important to emphasize that the far-
ther from the beaten paths you go in West Virginia, 

WATERFALL TRAIL 4D

• Contraception Care &

Management (IUD, Nexplanon)

• Well-Woman Exams (Breast &

Cervical Cancer Screening)

• Menopausal Issues

• Prenatal & Postpartum Care

(National Certification

Out-Patient Obstetrics)

CASSIE WILSON, FNP-BC

CALL/TEXT
304-469-2905

497 Mall Rd./Oak Hill
302 W. Main St./Sophia

Sophia
302West Main Street
Trista Brunty, PA-C
Monday - Friday: 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Walk-ins welcome!
We accept most insurance/

sliding fee for eligible patients.
304-683-4304
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WATERFALL 
TRAIL
FROM 3D

the more there is to 
discover and explore. 
And in this era of so-
cial media, sharing 
those pictures, mem-
ories, and experienc-
es not only makes 
for a good Instagram 
post, but helps tell 
the world about the 
wonderful places and 
people of West Vir-
ginia.

As long as the re-
ception holds up, 
that is. But don’t 
worry, West Virginia 
has a hill to raise you 
up and get you better 
reception close by, 
wherever you may be 
chasing waterfalls. 

Tribune columnist An-
drew Donaldson is a 
native of West Virginia, 
a widely published 
writer, media commen-
tator, and host of the 
Heard Tell program.

Courtesy photo/WV Tourism

In the heart of the 
New River Gorge 
region find Finn’s 
Falls. Begin by entering 
ACE Adventure Resort 
and following signs to 
Waterfall Trail. Traverse 
this trail for around a 
mile until its splits off 
to Finn’s Falls Trail, 
which will quickly take 
you right up to these 
majestic falls. With a 
picnic table and bench 
nearby, you can take in 
the view of this outdoor 
beauty while enjoying 
the relaxing sound of 
flowing waters.

West Virginia Waterfall Trail
Editor’s note: To learn more about the 
West Virginia Waterfall Trail and how to 
sign up to be a Waterfall Wanderer, visit 
https://wvtourism.com/west-virginia-water-
fall-trail/

Sandstone Falls, Sandstone — Found 
within the nation’s 63rd national park, 
Sandstone Falls is the largest waterfall 
in the New River Gorge National Park 
& Preserve. Spanning over 1,500 feet 
wide, this large series of falls is divided 
by a collection of small islands. Take a 
quick walk along the boardwalk to view 
the rushing waters that carved out this 
slice of Almost Heaven – and continue 
your adventure in this area known for its 
wide variety of wildflowers. The scenic 
views at this falls are ADA accessible.

Glade Creek Grist Mill Falls, Clifftop 
— Beneath the historic grist mill at Bab-
cock State Park, water rushes to form 
the Glade Creek Grist Mill Falls. With 
a short stone pathway leading you to 
the beautiful cascades, these falls are 
a photographer’s dream – and one of 
the most photographed spots in West 
Virginia. Mark your calendar for a visit 
in fall, when this scenic spot transforms 
into a leaf-peeper’s paradise.

Big Branch Falls, Hinton — Big Branch 
Falls call the New River Gorge National 
Park & Preserve home, flowing through 
a dense canopy of green and blanketed 
wildflower forest. This cascading wonder 
has an 8-foot drop that spans out across 
bedrock to create the perfect heavenly 
backdrop. To find this scenic wonder, 
begin at Brooks Falls Parking Area be-
fore crossing the road to find the start of 
the Big Branch Trail, which will take you 
on a 2-mile loop, passing by the falls.

Turkey Creek Falls, Ansted — Cascades 
descend through the cliffs and boul-
ders of the New River Gorge National 
Park & Preserve to form Turkey Creek 
Falls. With an 8-foot drop flowing over 
staircase rocks, the falls can be en-
joyed with a short hike through Hawks 
Nest State Park. Begin your trek by the 
Hawks Nest gift shop and navigate to 

the nearby Cliffside Trail, hanging left 
along Turkey Creek. Tread carefully in 
and around this falls — as it is known to 
be quite slippery.

Drawdy Falls, Peytona — Keep your 
eyes peeled to be sure you catch a 
glimpse of the stunning Drawdy Falls in 
Boone County. Sitting just off Route 3, 
these falls are a perfect pair, reaching 
6 feet in height. Surrounded by rock 
shelves, these falls pour into Drawdy 
Creek — creating the perfect roadside 
oasis for you to stop and enjoy. Get an 
up-close view by parking across the 
road at Drawdy Falls Roadside Park 
and carefully making your way back 
over towards the falls.

Coonskin Grotto, Charleston — Tucked 
away in Coonskin Park just outside the 
capital city is a hidden waterfall known 
as The Grotto. These short cascades 
– spilling into a shallow cave, shaded 
by a sandstone overhang – are best 
enjoyed after a good rainfall. Make your 
way past the stone monument at the 
trailhead, hang a left on Alice Knight 
Memorial Trail and follow the red blazes 
for about a third of a mile before arriving 
at this unique structure. You’ll want to 
watch your footing on this rocky, some-
times narrow trail, but (once you arrive) 
you’ll find this treasure is the perfect 
nook to relax while chasing waterfalls.

Dunloup Falls, Thurmond — Found near 
the abandoned mining town of Thur-
mond is a hidden waterfall – Dunloup 
Falls. These flowing cascades stumble 
20 feet across a sandstone ledge, cap-
ping the falls for a view worth seeking 
out. Catch your first glimpse from a 
roadside parking spot along Thurmond 
Road, before making the quick scramble 
down to the creek bed for the perfect 
view.

Seneca Creek Falls, Job — Located 
in the Monongahela National Forest, 
Seneca Creek Falls is one of Pend-
leton County’s most secluded spots. 
Hidden at the base of the highest point 
in WV, Spruce Knob, this waterfall is a 
nature lover’s dream. The cool waters 

and large rocks make it a picturesque 
location, with several beautiful camping 
spots nearby. Be sure to come prepared 
for a 5-mile hike along Seneca Creek 
Trail, passing several creeks to reach 
these breathtaking falls.

Falls of Hills Creek, Hillsboro — A crown 
jewel of the Monongahela National For-
est, the Falls of Hills Creek are hidden 
off of the Highland Scenic Highway, just 
5 miles west of the Cranberry Moun-
tain Nature Center. Consisting of three 
cascading falls, the Falls of Hills Creek 
is surrounded by lush, green foliage 
and blooming rhododendrons in spring. 
The Falls of Hills Creek Trail will take 
you along a 1.3-mile out and back trek, 
moving lower towards the last falls in a 
series of pathways and wooden stairs. 
An ADA accessible boardwalk provides 
views of the first falls.

Mill Creek Falls of Hawks Nest, Ansted 
— Mill Creek Falls can be spotted while 
hiking along the Hawks Nest Rail Trail. 
With waters falling in a 20-foot drop, 
these falls are the largest of several 
found along the trail. This beautiful spot 
offers gorgeous views all year round, so 
your one-mile hike to this treasure will 
be a treat no matter when you pass by.

Glade Creek Falls, Beaver — Found 
along Glade Creek Trail within the New 
River Gorge National Park & Preserve, 
Glade Creek Falls creates a spectacular 
view with its picturesque cascades rush-
ing over sandstone ledges. There’s no 
wrong way to tackle this gorgeous hike 
with its plunging mountain waters that 
make it a favorite destination in Almost 
Heaven, found just 1 mile upstream of 
Glade Creek Campground.

Valley Falls, Fairmont — Created by 
the dark, rushing waters of the Tygart 
Valley River, Valley Falls is intertwined 
between rock faces at 10-foot drops. 
Popular with kayakers searching for 
adventure, these stunning cascades are 
spectacular to see and hear with a front-
row seat to the action easily found with-
in Valley Falls State Park. Views of this 
beautiful cascade are ADA accessible.

Upper and Lower Falls of Holly River, 
Hacker Valley — Nestled within a cove 
of rhododendron and lush greenery, 
the Upper and Lower Falls are each a 
stunning sight to behold in Holly River 
State Park. Start your adventure on 
Pickens Grade Road before turning off 
into a parking lot where you can view 
the Upper Falls and set out on a trek to 
the Lower Falls. If you are looking to get 
up close and personal with this series 
of waterfalls, they can also be accessed 
along Potato Knob Trail.

Oglebay Falls, Wheeling — Slip into your 
water shoes, park along Falls Drive 
and carefully make your way across the 
shallow stream and up wooden steps to 
the viewing platform to catch a glimpse 
of these cascading waters. Or start 
your waterfall hunt at Schrader Center, 
following the 0.8 mile out-and-back 
Falls Vista Trail to enjoy all that Ogle-
bay Falls has to offer. Oglebay Falls is 
picturesque with its unique double drop 
that flows over a moss-covered floor. 
Walk right up to these stunning falls to 
experience the beauty of the Northern 
Panhandle.

Mill Creek Falls of Kumbrabow, Hut-
tonsville — Within the woods of the 
Kumbrabow State Forest, Mill Creek 
Falls is a hidden gem of the Allegheny 
Highlands. Standing at just 20-feet tall, 
this small cascade pools into the moun-
tain streams that lie below. Perched 
within West Virginia’s highest forest, Mill 
Creek Falls is also a popular swimming 
hole and fishing spot for anglers. Once 
you are in Kumbrabow State Forest, 
follow the signs to a parking area just 
off the road, where you can access the 
wooden steps down to Mill Creek Falls.

Kanawha Falls, Kanawha Falls — Easily 
viewable from scenic Route 60, just be-
low the junction of the New and Gauley 
Rivers, Kanawha Falls awaits. Though 
these shelves are short, the falls stretch 
out along the length of the Kanawha 
River, creating an impressive sight.

WATERFALLS 6D

Accepts most insurance. Sliding fee to qualifying patients.

A Friendly Reminder:
Schedule Your Annual ExamToday!

Preventive care is an important part of your continued good health, and an annual
physical is a great first step. Scheduling an annual exam allows your doctor to keep up
to date on your screenings, and will often detect potentially serious health issues.

ANNUAL SCREENINGS &WELL-WOMAN VISITS.

2 Convenient Locations:
497 Mall Road

Oak Hill
Call/Text 304-469-2905

315 Fairview Heights Road
Summersville
681-355-0141

Smithers GATEWAY Center
Next to Valley PreK-8 • Monday-Friday 8-4
Most insurance accepted/sliding fee may apply.
Medical - Pharmacy - Dental
Marcus Gunter, Pharmacist

John Falbo, DDS

• Easily transferred prescriptions • Adult immunizations
• Good prices • Aetna partner • 304-981-2346

• Complete dental care • Regular screenings
• All ages welcome • Digital X-Rays • 304-981-2367

• Urgent Care • Physicals • Vaccines • 304-981-4983
Medical care for all ages.
Rebecca Dilley, NP
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proudly recognizes United Way of Southern WV for the important
work they do to support the organizations that help our community.

UNITED WAY
110 CROFT ST., BECKLEY

304.253.2111 • UNITEDWAYSWV.ORG

Terry Poe, executive director of the Lillian James Learning
Center, receives a check from Trena Dacal, Executive Director,

United Way of Southern West Virginia.

Jack Tanner and Tammy Trent of Raleigh Co. Commission on
Aging, receive a check from Trena Dacal,
Trina Epperly and Lori Cuthbert of UWSWV.

Sherrie Hunter, UWSWV Board Member, Trena Dacal,
UWSWV Executive Director, and Zack Statler (far right)

UWSWV Board Member, present a check to Cathy Heft of the
Just For Kids Advocacy Center.

Beckley Health Right received support from UWSWV. Pictured
are Lori Cuthbert, UWSWV Financial Administrator; Debra
Vaught, BHR Pharmacist in Charge; Michelle Smith, BHR

Clinical Support Specialist; Trena Dacal, UWSWV Executive
Director; Tammy Smith, BHR Lead Practitioner; and Ella

Wayne, BHR Clinical Support Specialist.

Marcia Smith and Shelby Warden of Beckley Dream Center,
receive a check from Trena Dacal, Sherrie Hunter and Karen

Ewing of United Way of Southern West Virginia.

Lisa Davis, Executive Director of Helpful Harvest Outreach of
Mercer & Summers Counties, receives a
grant from Trena Dacal, Executive Director,
United Way of Southern West Virginia.

Trena Dacal, Executive Director, UWSWV, presents a
grant to Jim McClanahan, Executive Director of

Mercer County Fellowship Home.

Beth Sizemore, Program Director for
Child Protect of Mercer County, receives a check from

Trena Dacal, Executive Director, UWSWV.

Tim Howard and Ceretha Cline of Food For Body and
Soul receive a check from Trena Dacal of
United Way of Southern West Virginia.

Lesley Woodrum (second from left) of Summers Co. 4-H,
receives a grant from Jessica Schueler Rubin (far left)

UWSWV Board Member, Trena Dacal, UWSWV Executive
Director, and Karen Ewing, UWSWV Board Member from

Pendleton Community Bank.

Trena Dacal of United Way of Southern WV presents a check
to Raleigh County Community Action Association Executive

Director Crystal Alonso.

Raleigh Co. 4-H received grant from United Way of Southern
West Virginia. Pictured are Lexi Zilinsky and Barbara Little,
both of WVU Extension, Trena Dacal, Trina Epperly and Lori

Cuthbert, all of UWSWV.

Organizations
Receiving
Grants &
How The
Funds Will
Be Used
$380,000

Reinvested
in Southern West Virginia

Visit unitedwayswv.org
to start your giving today.

Beckley Dream Center.........................................Food, Utility Assistance, Baby Pantry, Summer Feeding
Beckley Health Right...........................................Clinical, Dental, and Pharmaceutical Programs
Big Creek People in Action..................................Education, Literacy
Bland Ministry Center and Dental Clinic.............Utility Assistance and Food Pantry
Camp Royal ..........................................................Camp Scholarships
Catholic Charities West Virginia .........................Emergency Assistance and Food Pantry
Center for Christian Action..................................Fuel Assistance Program
Child Protect of Mercer County...........................Utilities and Supplies
Fayette County Emergency Food ........................Food Distribution
Food for Body and Soul........................................Food
Gabriel Project of West Virginia..........................Basics for Babies
Helpful Harvest....................................................Food Pantry
Hospice of Southern West Virginia .....................Bereavement Camp
Just For Kids Child Advocacy Center..................Program Support
Lillian James Learning Center ............................Maintenance and Upkeep
McDowell County Commission on Aging, Inc......Senior Nutrition Program
Mercer County 4H Leaders..................................Camp Scholarships
Mercer County Fellowship Home Recovery ........Housing
Nicholas County FRN...........................................Nutrition Support
Raleigh County Commission on Aging ................Home-Delivered Meals
Raleigh County Community Action Association .Housing
Raleigh County 4-H ..............................................Camp Scholarships
Stop Abusive Family Environments Inc...............Transitional Housing Facility
Stop the Hurt .......................................................CAC
Summers County 4H Leaders Association..........Camp Scholarships
Summers County Council on Aging, Inc..............Transportation Services
The Salvation Army Beckley ...............................Food, Utility, Rental Assistance, and Youth Programming
The Salvation Army Mercer.................................Rent and Mortgage Assistance
Westminster at WADE..........................................Summer Program
WISE Women’s Resource Center .........................Programming and Supplies
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   Kanawha Falls provides the perfect 
backdrop for a day of fishing or ca-
noeing in Almost Heaven.

Muddy Creek Falls, Albright — Home 
to the historic Virginia Furnace, Mud-
dy Creek is a roadside park along 
Route 26 that can be found on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 
While the furnace is an impressive 
heritage site, it also boasts rapids 
known as Muddy Creek Falls. With 
a small parking lot along with access 
to a picnic area, the falls offer a 
stunning snapshot when the water is 
running just right.

Finn’s Falls, Oak Hill — In the heart 
of the New River Gorge region find 
Finn’s Falls. Begin by entering ACE 
Adventure Resort and following signs 
to Waterfall Trail. Traverse this trail 
for around a mile until its splits off to 
Finn’s Falls Trail, which will quickly 
take you right up to these majestic 
falls. With a picnic table and bench 
nearby, you can take in the view of 
this outdoor beauty while enjoying 
the relaxing sound of flowing waters.

Elakala Falls, Davis — The gorgeous 
Elakala Falls is a series of four wa-
terfalls found within Blackwater Falls 
State Park. With waters stained from 
hemlock and red spruce needles, 
these falls boast a distinctive red 
hue that pours over staggered rock 
steps. Beginning right by the Black-
water Falls Lodge, the Elakala Trail 
is your route to enjoy these gorgeous 
falls — and be sure to look down, as 
your path will take you directly above 
the first falls along a wooden bridge.

Cathedral Falls, Gauley Bridge — 
Cathedral Falls is one of the tallest 
and most scenic waterfalls found in 
Almost Heaven. This natural wonder 
sits at 60 feet tall, with waters plung-
ing over sandstone and shale cliffs. 
Cathedral falls is both beautiful and 
easy to access — visible from Route 
60 and with a designated parking ar-
ea. Follow the short roadside path to 
get up close and personal with this 
mountain wonder.

Campbell Falls, Camp Creek — Well-
known for its picturesque backdrop, 
Campbell Falls can be found with-
in Camp Creek State Park in the 
mountains of Mercer County. With 
a multitude of shelves, all 15 feet of 
these cascades pour into an oval 
pool — the perfect location for fish-
ing or swimming in warmer weather. 
Start on Camp Creek Road, before 
stopping at a small pull-off and fol-
lowing a short path to this roadside 
beauty.

Brush Creek Falls, Athens — Brush 
Creek Falls roars along a tributary 
of the Bluestone River — standing 
at over 30 feet tall in Mercer County. 
Start at the small parking area and 
take the Brush Creek Falls Trail a 
quarter mile before reaching this 
scenic cascade. To make a day of 
your adventures, pack a picnic lunch 
to enjoy before exploring the nearby 
Camp Creek State Park.

Marsh Fork Falls and Black Fork 
Falls, Mullens — Twin Falls Resort 
State Park is home to two season-
al waterfalls that give the park its 
name — Marsh Fork Falls and Black 
Fork Falls. Found in the rugged 
mountains of southern West Virgin-
ia, these falls can be viewed from 
the 1-mile Falls Trail loop within the 
park. Marsh Fork Falls and Black 
Fork Falls tend to dry up during the 
warmer months, so be sure to visit 
them after a little rain or in the spring 
and winter seasons.

Falls of Pendleton, Davis — The 
Falls of Pendleton stumble over a 
moss-covered cliff within the lush 
Blackwater Falls State Park. This 
majestic beauty is found where 
Pendleton Run tumbles into the roar-
ing Blackwater River, creating the 
perfect backdrop for an afternoon 
of adventure. Enjoy views of this 
cascade along the Pendleton Trace 
Trail, hanging left towards Pendleton 
Lake — keeping in mind that a trek 

directly down to the falls will be steep 
and treacherous. If you don’t have 
your hiking boots at the ready, you 
can also view the falls across the 
Canyon at a roadside overlook.

Butcher Branch Falls, Glen Jean — 
Butcher Branch Falls tumbles down 
a tiered sandstone wall, creating a 
series of picturesque cascades. Trek 
about one mile on Butcher Branch 
Trail from Kaymoor parking area. 
When the path forks, you’ll want to 
hang a right onto the offshoot labeled 
“climbers’ access.” This steep trek 
down a series of rocky switchbacks 
will include some minor scrambling 
– simply follow the sound of the tum-
bling falls past the rockface, popular 
among climbers, to find your way. A 
hidden gem in the New River Gorge 
National Park & Preserve, these falls 
are worth the trip for any true water-
fall wanderer.

Mash Fork Falls, Camp Creek — 
Home to Camp Creek State Park, 
Mash Falls lies within the forest of 
Mercer County along Mash Fork – 
which empties into Camp Creek. 
Standing at 8 feet tall, this outdoor 
gem plunges over a sandstone ledge 
and is located next to the parking 
area. Take a short walk on the gravel 
road, and you’ll discover a second 
waterfall. Reach the perfect viewing 
platform as you travel Mash Fork 
Falls Trail – arriving at the optimal 
vantage point.

Whitaker Falls, Monterville — Whitak-
er Falls is a small series of cascades 
surrounded by stunning greenery 
perfect for your Instagram feed. Lo-
cated within Randolph County, this 
waterfall is secluded enough for the 
perfect outdoor escape. You can 
easily catch a glimpse of Whitaker 
Falls as you drive along Valley Fork 
Road – but you will want to stop and 
soak up this view.

High Falls of the Cheat, Glady — 
Winding through Shavers Mountain 
in the Potomac Highlands off Route 
44, the High Falls of the Cheat is 
one of the Mountain State’s most 
distinctive waterfalls. Though these 
falls are short in height, their signa-
ture feature is an impressive width, 
with cascades roaring across the 
mountainsides over a horseshoe 
bend of rocks. Find this spot along 
the High Falls Trail, which provides a 
beautiful — yet challenging hike.

Westerly Falls, Westerly — Westerly 
Falls is a charming, short-dropped 
waterfall spanning Paint Creek in 
Fayette County. With water plummet-
ing from 5 to 7 feet high, Westerly 
Falls is one of the more subtle yet 
dynamic falls in West Virginia. Even 
during extended droughts, water 
flow is strong and full of life. Lower 
water levels mean higher chances 
of exploring the waterfall from in-
credible perspectives – making this 
site a favorite among those seeking 
a new adventure. Tackle the short 
and moderately steep walk from the 
roadside pull-off to creek level for a 
closer view.

Pipestem Falls, Hinton — With a 30+ 
foot drop on Pipestem Creek, Pipe-
stem Falls is a hidden gem located 
along Route 20, approximately 11 
miles south of Hinton. Follow the 
wooden steps by the pull-off and let 
the roaring waters guide the way, 
as the summer leaves hide the falls 
from the road. This unique falls is 
the perfect addition to any road trip 
through beautiful southern West Vir-
ginia.

Parkinson’s Waterfall, Bethany — 
Nestled in Bethany College’s leafy 
and historic campus, this waterfall is 
a familiar feature to students and a 
delightful surprise for visitors. Make 
your way along Campus Drive until 
you come upon a trailhead sign near 
the Steinman Fine Arts Center, mark-
ing the Waterfall Trail. The Waterfall 
Trail and Sutton Trail form a loop that 
is approximately one mile long. You 
will also find yourself amid Parkinson 
Forest, an old-growth forest teeming 
with sugar maples, American beech-
es and several white oak trees that 
are over 200 years old.

Blackwater Falls, Davis — One of

   Almost Heaven’s tallest waterfalls, 
Blackwater Falls cascades a plung-
ing 57 feet. This impressive falls is 
named for the distinct amber color 
of its waters, dyed by the tannic acid 
of fallen hemlock and red spruce 
needles. Along the Gentle Trail of 
Blackwater Falls State Park, you can 
soak up a scenic view like no other. 
Snap a picture at one of the most 
photographed sites in West Virginia 
with this birds-eye view of Blackwa-
ter Falls. The Gentle Trail is ADA 
accessible.

Mann’s Creek Falls, Danese — Enjoy 
stunning views of the many layers of 
cascading waters at Mann’s Creek 
Falls in Babcock State Park. Begin 
your journey at the Narrow Gauge 
trailhead located on the service road 
below the park’s campground. The 
splashing of the tiny, but mighty, 
plummeting falls makes for a sooth-
ing experience after getting some 
steps in on the Narrow Gauge Trail.

Loopemount Waterfall, Frankford — 
Located near mile-marker 8.1 on the 
78-mile Greenbrier River Trail, the 
Loopemount Waterfall is a hidden 
gem within a thick, peaceful forest. 
Park near the Harper Road trailhead 
and trek two miles north along the 
lush rail trail to find this Greenbrier 
County gem. This spot’s wide wa-
ter flow is the strongest during the 
springtime, but you can discover a 
gentle stream during the warmer 
months. Surround yourself with the 
fresh air and enjoy one of the most 
remote waterfalls in Almost Heaven.

Falls Mill, Falls Mill — Just off U.S. 
Route 19 on Pleasant Hill Road in 
Braxton County is a photogenic and 
wide cascade spanning the entire 
width of the Little Kanawha River: 
Falls Mill. Embrace the view from 
the roadside overlook to catch a truly 
panoramic snapshot of this expan-
sive waterfall. After viewing the falls, 
relax and enjoy the day at the near-
by picnic shelter.

Sugar Camp Run Falls, Clifftop — 
Sugar Camp Run Falls is one of 
a handful of beautiful waterfalls at 
Babcock State Park. Water rushes 
between several angular boulders, 
creating a unique flow — especial-
ly after heavy rainfall. Also fondly 
known as Babydog Falls, West Vir-
ginia lore has it that this waterfall is a 
favorite spot for the Governor’s En-
glish Bulldog. Parking in the historic 
Glade Creek Grist Mill lot provides 
easy access to the Old Sewell Trail. 
Let the scenic trail guide you to this 
natural beauty and become one with 
the serenity of Sugar Camp Run 
Falls.

Little Whitestick Falls, Beckley — 
Uniquely located minutes away from 
downtown Beckley and the Beckley 
Exhibition Coal Mine, Little Whites-

tick Falls is worth a visit for all water-
fall enthusiasts. To access the falls, 
take Stanaford Mine Road in Beckley 
and drive a quarter-mile to enter 
Piney Creek Preserve (there is a 
pull-off nearby). Wildwood Trailhead 
and Waterfall Hollow Trail are on the 
right. Take the stone steps at the 
Wildwood Trailhead and follow the 
Waterfall Hollow Trail for about 100 
yards. The trail was formerly a coal 
mine bench and makes for a mostly 
flat walk. As the trail forks, this re-
veals Little Whitestick Falls at the 
confluence of Little Whitestick Creek 
to your left. While you’re here, you 
can also explore the peaceful Cran-
berry Creek Cascades on the right.

Tucker Falls, Core — Located at Ma-
son-Dixon Historical Park near Mor-
gantown, Tucker Falls is a 14-foot 
hidden gem. This charming little 
park borders the Mason-Dixon line, 
making Tucker Falls one of the most 
northern waterfalls in Almost Heav-
en. Take a stroll along the banks 
of Dunkard Creek on Green Trail 
and cross over to Orange Trail for 
a combined one-mile walk. As you 
approach this Monongalia County 
cascade, your ears will pick up its 
soothing water sounds tucked away 
at the end of Orange Trail.

Cranberry Creek Cascades, Beck-
ley — Cranberry Creek Cascades is 
a natural treasure in the downtown 
Beckley area. To access the falls, 
take Stanaford Mine Road in Beckley 
and drive a quarter-mile to enter onto 
the Piney Creek Preserve entrance. 
Wildwood Trailhead and Waterfall 
Hollow Trail are on the right. Take 
the stone steps and make your way 
onto the Waterfall Hollow Trail. This 
trail is a former coal mine bench – 
making the 100-yard walk relatively 
flat. You will be greeted by two sepa-
rate waterfalls at the Little Whitestick 
Creek and Cranberry Creek conflu-
ence: Cranberry Creek Cascades on 
the right, and Little Whitestick Falls 
to the left. Your walk is almost com-
pleted when you hear the relaxing 
sound of layering cascades gushing 
over the slippery rocks of Cranberry 
Creek.

Flanagan Branch Falls, Clifftop — 
Flanagan Branch Falls is tucked 
away on the Old Sewell Trail at the 
beautiful Babcock State Park. To 
start your adventure, park near the 
historic Glade Creek Grist Mill and 
begin your moderately challenging 
waterfall trek on the Old Sewell 
Trail. Watch the water glide over 
the smooth river rock and gradually 
spread out from a narrow peak. Fla-
nagan Branch Falls is another rea-
son to visit one of Almost Heaven’s 
most beautiful state parks.

Courtesy West Virginia Tourism

Curtesy photo/WV Tourism

Mill Creek Falls can be spotted while hiking along the Hawks Nest Rail Trail at 
Ansted. With waters falling in a 20-foot drop, these falls are the largest of several 
found along the trail.

Caregivers Needed -
Apply online, in person, or call for an application.

Your One-Stop Resource for In-Home Services

304-465-0885 or 1-800-681-0886
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Fairmont, Parkersburg, and Martinsburg.

CentralWest Virginia
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-Home & Community Based
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In-Home Services

-Private Pay In-Home
Services
-RN Insurance Assessments
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Linkage
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-Third Party/Long-Term
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-Advocacy/Benefits
Management
-Motorcoach Trips for
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Insurance Choices?

304-465-2265
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NRHA is not affiliated with any benefit or insurance companies.

MEDICARE MARKETPLACE MEDICAID

Kelli Dangerfield
Benefits Counselor, WV SHIP Volunteer
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Courtesy photo/WV Division of Natural Resources

The West Virginia Division of Natural Resources has awarded a $6.7 million contract to the March-Westin Company, Inc. of Morgantown to construct a new Tomblin 
Wildlife Management Area Visitor Center and Elk Viewing Platform in Logan County, according to a press release earlier this year from the office of Governor Jim Justice.. 
The state’s reintroduction of elk started in 2015, according to wildlife writer Larry Case, a longtime employee of the WVDNR. Case wrote in a 2021 article in Outdoor Life 
that the last sighting of a wild elk in the Mountain State prior to the program’s beginning was in 1875.

Construction to begin on state’s first Elk Visitor Center
STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITY WILL ENHANCE ELK MANAGEMENT AND PROMOTE WILDLIFE TOURISM IN WEST VIRGINIA

charleston — The 
West Virginia Division 
of Natural Resources 
(WVDNR) has awarded 
a $6.7 million contract 
to the March-Westin 
Company, Inc. of Mor-
gantown to construct 
a new Tomblin Wild-
life Management Area 
Visitor Center and Elk 
Viewing Platform in Lo-
gan County, according 
to a press release from 
the office of Gov. Jim 
Justice.

Construction on the 
new facility will begin 
this spring with an 
anticipated opening in 
2025. This state-of-the-
art facility is expected 
to draw in thousands of 
new visitors who will 
witness the majesty of 
the elk herd while con-
tributing significantly 
to the local economy 
and supporting ongo-
ing elk management 
efforts.

“I’m excited to an-
nounce that this project 
is getting started be-
cause it will allow even 
more people to experi-
ence the awe-inspiring 
sight of our elk herd,” 
Justice said. 

“West Virginians have 
embraced these majestic 
creatures, and this new 
facility will ensure their 
continued success while 
boosting tourism and 
economic development 
in Logan County.”

Funding for the proj-
ect comes from $2.5 
million in Abandoned 
Mine Lands grants 
awarded by Gov. Jus-
tice, along with $2.1 
million from the West 
Virginia Department of 
Economic Development 
and an additional $2.1 
million from hunting 
and fishing license 
funds.

The elk viewing 
tower will provide an 
elevated platform for 
enhanced viewing areas 
and a level viewing area 
that will be accessible 
for those with limited 
mobility. The adjacent 
visitor center will com-
plement the elk viewing 
tower with more than 
2,000-square feet of dis-
plays, conference facil-
ities, offices and other 
amenities for visitors, 
volunteers, research-
ers and staff. There 
will also be more than 
500-square feet dedi-

cated to the history of 
the elk program and the 
reclaimed mine areas 
where they have been 
introduced.

Aside from the vis-
itor center, the new 
facility will feature 
3,300-square feet of 
space designed to meet 
the unique needs of 
managing and support-
ing West Virginia’s 
growing elk herd, in-
cluding a lab with an 
enlarged exterior door 
and overhead crane sys-
tem for handling elk, 
five large equipment 
bay doors, research 
facilities, labs, and 
storage for supplies and 
equipment.

“This facility will 
not only provide un-
paralleled opportuni-
ties for the public to 
connect with nature 
and witness our ma-
jestic elk herd but also 
plays a crucial role in 
our ongoing efforts to 
restore and manage elk 
populations in West 
Virginia,” WVDNR Di-
rector Brett McMillion 
said. 

“Thanks to the gener-
ous support from Gov. 
Justice, our state and 
the contributions of our 
hunting and fishing 
communities, we are 
able to bring this proj-
ect to life. We believe 
this initiative will serve 
as a beacon for wildlife 
enthusiasts, researchers 
and tourists alike, of-
fering a unique window 
into the beauty of West 
Virginia.”

Justice and the WVD-
NR announced in Janu-
ary that 17 new elk had 
been transferred to the 
Tomblin WMA, bring-
ing the state’s growing 
elk population up to 
127. A second transport 
of 23 elk took place in 
February.

All 40 elk scheduled 
to be released this year 
were transported from 
the Land Between the 
Lakes National Recre-
ation Area in Kentucky. 
Partner agencies in-
volved in the capture 
and release include the 
West Virginia Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
the U.S. Forest Service 
and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s 
Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Ser-
vice.

About the Elk
Restoration Project

The WVDNR launched its 
Elk Restoration Project in 
2016 with the release of 24 
elk acquired from the Land 
Between the Lakes. Since 
2018, the WVDNR has in-
troduced 57 elk (15 from 
Kentucky and 42 from 
Arizona) to the Tomblin 
Wildlife Management Area 
in Logan County.

To raise awareness about 
its elk restoration project, 
the WVDNR has offered 
guided elk tours in Logan 
County where participants 
can learn more about the 
history of elk in West Vir-
ginia and get a chance to 
see elk in a natural setting. 
Tours are offered in Sep-
tember and October each 
year and often sell out.

To learn more about the 
WVDNR’s elk restoration 
program, visit WVdnr.
gov/elk. To download 
a copy of the WVDNR’s 
Elk Management Plan, 
visit WVdnr.gov/publica-
tions-and-guides.

Courtesy photo/Governor’s Office

Governor Jim Justice earlier this year announced the construction of a new Tomblin Wildlife Management 
Area Visitor Center and Elk Viewing Platform in Logan County. Justice and the West Virginia Division of Natural 
Resources kicked off a program in 2015 to reintroduce wild elk back into the Mountain State.

• Pre-Natal Care

• Sick & Well Visits

• Immunizations

• ADHD Diagnosis and

Treatment

• Early Vision

Screenings for Infants

KARA “SHAE” CRISWELL, PA

CALL/TEXT
304-469-2905

497 Mall Road
Oak Hill
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Excellent Health Care Right At Home
“Rainelle Medical Center’s mission is to promote and improve individual, family, and
community wellness by providing quality health services and educational information,
regardless of ability to pay, in the rural, medically underserved areas that we serve.”

COVERAGE OUTSIDE OF NORMAL BUSINESS HOURS:
If you are experiencing a medical emergency, please call 911 or go to your nearest Emergency Room.
Rainelle Medical Center and our satellite centers care about your healthcare needs.We understand that those healthcare needs can occur outside of our normal business hours.
We have established on-call providers for after hours coverage.

For after hours coverage: call (304) 438-6188 and the call will be forwarded to Quinwood Ambulance Service. Once they receive the call, they will obtain some information from
you and contact the provider on call. The provider will return your calI.

Maxwelton
Health Center
390 Industrial Park Road
Maxwelton, WV 24957

681-318-3610
Monday -Friday 8:00 am -6:00 pm

Maxwelton Health center Pharmacy
Monday -Friday 8:00 am -6:00 pm

Maxwelton Dental Center
Monday -Thursday 8:00 am -6:00 pm

Summers County
Health Center

One Bobcat Way
Hinton, WV 25951

304-660-1155
Monday -Thursday 8AM-5PM

White Sulphur Springs
Health Center
128 Community Lane

White Sulphur Springs. WV 24986
304-956-2577

Monday -Thursday 8:00 am -6:00 pm
Midland Trail
Health Center

26709 Midland Trail
Hico, WV 25854
304-969-8080

Monday, Tuesday &Thursday
7:30 am to 4:00 pm

Wednesday 7:30 am to 6:00 pm
Friday 7:30 am to 1:00 pm

Eastern Greenbrier
Health Center

595 Spartan Lane | Lewisburg, WV
304-645-1052

Monday-Thursday 8AM to 6PM

RMC-Lewisburg
Pediatrics and Family

Health Center.
2140 Jefferson Street N. Suite 200

Lewisburg, WV
Monday-Thursday 8am to 6pm

681-481-1042

Lewisburg Health Center
296 Fair Street

Lewisburg, WV 24901
304-647-4747

Mon-Friday 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

RMCGreenbrier
Nephrology Center

289 Dawkins Dr.
Lewisburg, WV 24901

304-793-0005
Mon-Thursday

8:00 am to 4:30pm
Friday 8:00am to 12:00pm

Rainelle Medical Center
Family Medicine and

Pediatrics
176 Medical Center Drive

Rainelle, WV 25962
304-438-6188

Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Rainelle Medical Center Pharmacy
Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Meadow Bridge Clinic
1502 Meadow Bridge Road
Meadow Bridge, WV 25976

304-484-7755
Monday-Thursday 8am-6:00pm

Rainelle Dental Center
176 Medical Center St.
Rainelle, WV 25962

304-438-1922
Monday -Thursday 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

Alderson
Medical
Center

101 Railroad Avenue
Alderson, WV 24910

304-445-3140
Monday -Thursday 8AM-6PM

Lewisburg Behavioral
Health Center

149 Goheen Street
Lewisburg, WV
304-520-0182

School-Based Health Locations
Western Greenbrier Wellness Center

Crawley, WV
304-392-6972

Greenbrier West Wellness Center
Charmco, WV
304-438-8321

Eastern Greenbrier Wellness Center
Ronceverte, WV
304-645-1052

Meadow Bridge Wellness Center
Meadow Bridge, WV

304-484-7571

Summers County Wellness Center
Hinton, WV
304-660-1155

Midland Trail Wellness Center
Midland Trail, WV

304-969-8080

Ansted Elementary School
Ansted, WV

(Counseling Services Only)

Hours Subject to Change Please
Contact the School Based Health
Coordinator at 304-438-6188, ext.
1020 to Get an Updated Schedule

(Counseling Services Only)
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Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

Since the New River Gorge National River was redesignated 
as the New River Gorge National Park and Preserve in early 
2021, a number of improvement projects have been completed 
or are under way at the park, including major updates at the 
Canyon Rim Visitor Center, pictured. The designation has also 
led to a lot of changes throughout Fayette County and the 
region, including a large increase in the number of visitors.

Dedicated to Excellence Since 1970
Jan-Care Ambulance EMT’s and Paramedics

provide the highest quality patient care.
THE ONLY ONE TO CALL

www. j a n c a r e . c om

1-844-JANCARE (526-2273)

AMBULANCE
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RISING NUMBER OF VISITORS BECAUSE OF NATIONAL 
PARK DESIGNATION BRINGS CHANGES TO CANYON RIM

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

Since the 2020 redesignation of the New River Gorge National River as the New River Gorge National Park and Preserve, growing numbers of visitors are being 
introduced to the park, the New River Gorge region, the state of West Virginia and all it has to offer. In January and February this year, the Canyon Rim Visitor Center at 
Lansing was shut down while extensive upgrades were made. New permanent exhibits were installed inside the center, focusing on the NRGNPP, as well as the Gauley 
River National Recreation Area and Bluestone National Scenic River. Outdoor art exhibits also were added to the visitor center, which reopened on March 2. The official 
ribbon-cutting and reopening of the visitor center was held March 21. “It was a good time that this came about,” Dave Bieri, district supervisor, said last week. “Our 
visitation has gone up so much in the past few years since we got our redesignation. With our national river, we were seeing 340,000 or so coming through Canyon 
Rim Visitors Center. Last year, we hit 495,000 visitors here. So, with the visitors coming through here rapidly increasing like that (the new exhibits are a plus).” For the 
complete story, see page 3E.
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Spruced-up Canyon Rim welcoming visitors
By Steve Keenan
the fayette tribune

lansing — As the count of visitors streaming to 
southern West Virginia keeps rising, the New River 
Gorge National Park and Preserve has a revamped 
stopping-off point to help tell the region’s story.

Last week, park officials cut the ribbon on reno-
vations to Canyon Rim Visitor Center. According to 
Dave Bieri, district supervisor, the newly-renovat-
ed visitor center opened to the public on Saturday, 
March 2.

The availability of the new, permanent exhibits 
occurred “right at that time of the year when we’re 
starting to slowly pick up a little bit and get busy as 
we’re heading into that spring season,” Bieri said.

According to NPS officials, the five-year ren-
ovation project was funded through the National 
Park Service’s recreation fee program and included 
exhibits, new carpeting, lights, auditorium seating 
and other upgrades. The new exhibits interpret not 
only New River Gorge National Park and Preserve, 
but also Gauley River National Recreation Area and 
Bluestone National Scenic River.

Last Thursday, the park also dedicated new book-
stores at Canyon Rim and the Thurmond Depot. 
That portion of the project was funded by Eastern 
National, the park’s primary partner in providing 
book sales and other park-related merchandise.

“The idea behind the exhibits here was trying to 
show the park,” Bieri said on March 19. “We’ve got 
a decent amount of space here, but there are so ma-
ny stories we could tell. How do we tell it all in one 
visitors center?

“The idea here is that we want to get people out in 
the park and exploring the park. The idea ... was to 
tell a little bit about what are the things here that 
make this place special and be a part of the national 
park system. There’s a much bigger tie-in into the 
national parks system than there was in the previ-
ous exhibits here.”

What are the focus of the exhibits recently intro-
duced to the public?

“So, a little bit about everything that makes (the 
area) significant, the coal mining, recreation, raft-
ing, climbing, also the railroading, as well as the 
natural resources here,” said Bieri. “It touches on 
all those things, but then you’ll find these explorer 
panels throughout that will guide you to places in 
the park.

“For example, you’ll come in and learn about coal

CANYON RIM 6E

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

South Jersey residents Katie Zalan-Korossy, at right, 
and Charlie Smith, left, stopped by the Canyon Rim 
Visitor Center in Lansing on March 19 during a tour of 
several West Virginia counties. Their schedule for that 
afternoon included participating in Bridge Walk, and 
they also planned a visit to Thurmond among other 
activities.

700 JOHNSTOWN RD • BECKLEY, WV 25801
304-253-7328

CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS
10:00 PM TO MIDNIGHT10:00 PM TO MIDNIGHT
$15.00 PER PERSON

INCLUDES 2 HOURS OF UNLIMITED
BOWLING AND RENTAL SHOES

CALL TO MAKE A RESERVATION

• MUSIC
• GLOWING LANES
• LIGHT SHOW
• FOG
• DOOR PRIZES

Come enjoy events and activities just a short drive away.
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Fayette County!
Visit or shop these area
businesses. It keeps
our economy strong.

FIVE STAR
REAL ESTATE
GROUP, LLC.

Wendy
Bayes

Broker/Realtor
304-237-5257

SarahWines / Realtor/Agent / 304-544-8113

Kathy
Housh

Realtor/Agent
304-731-8759

Delores
Thompson
Realtor/Agent
304-890-1511

Your Bridge ToThe New River Gorge!

309 N. Court Street • Fayetteville, WV
304-237-5257

307 Main St.
Oak Hill, WV 25901

304.469.4174

Monday-Thursday
8AM-5PM
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Expertise,
Please Call

Ryan
&

A s s o c i a t e s

217 W. Maple Avenue/Fayetteville
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 9-5:30 | Friday, 9-5

Closed 1-1:30

304-574-3991

Voted The
#1 Pharmacy In
Fayette County!

From l to r: Karen Reed (Director of Pharmacy),
Teresia Falls (Pharmacy Tech), Andrea Garten (Pharmacy

Tech), Frank Angelona (Pharmacist In Charge).

Our knowledgeable pharmacists and staff
do their best to provide each patient with

personalized service and care!

923 Johnstown Rd.
Beckley, WV 25801
304.252.0517
ourhouserealtywv.com

Leigh Ann Reedy
Broker, GRI
Leighannreedy22@yahoo.com
Cell: 304.640.0609

Josh Thomas
REALTOR®

thomasjosh6@gmail.com
Cell: 304.640.2757

Paula Thomas
REALTOR®

paulathomas.nrge@gmail.com
Cell: 304.894.1077

235 Morris Drive, Montgomery, WV 25136
304-442-4664 • theironbeaver.com

Unique, handcrafted
powder coated steel
artwork proudly made
in Wild, Wonderful West

Virginia.

Voted One Of
The Best Nursing

Homes In
Fayette County!
422 23rd Street, Oak Hill, WV 25901

304-465-1903
www.genesishcc.com

2023

Licensed & Insured • Over 31 Years Experience

B&B
GLASS

Mobile & In Shop Auto Glass Replacement
Side by Side Windshields
Residential - Commercial

All Types of Glass
Repair Rock Chips

403 Main St E. Oak Hill, WV 25901
304-465-3053

James (Pete) Bragg Locally Owned & Operated

Designs by Barb & James, Inc.
“Flowers for any occassion.”

305 Main Street W. | Oak Hill, WV 25901
304-469-6006

Like Us On Facebook!

Hours: Monday-Friday 8-5; Saturday 8-3

326 Main Street, Rainelle,WV 25962
304-438-8731

Your One Stop
for All Your

Garden Seeds
& Soil!

D&D
HARDWARE

t d 8 3

Low Down Payments • Monthly Pay Plans
Multiple Discounts Available

Kevin Biggs
Check us out at www.biggsinsurance.net

1507 Main Street East
Oak Hill, WV 25901

304-469-4400

• Auto
• Home • Business
• Life & Health
• Annuities

Above all in SERVICE
™

AC Repair • Brake Service • Battery Service
Computer Diagnostics • Engine Replacement
Fluid Check • Inspection of Belts & Hoses
Auto/Light Truck Repairs
• Mount/Balance Tires
• Oil Changes
• Tune-ups
• State Inspections
• Transmission Replacement
• Transmission Service

[p] 304.469.3800 [f] 304.469.3899
[e] plateaurs@yahoo.com

PLATEAU REPAIR SERVICE, LLC

130 Main Street East Lower Level • Oak Hill,WV 25901

Fayette Awning &
Glass, Inc.

Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 7:30 a.m. - 1 p.m.

1555 E. Main Street, Oak Hill, WV 25901
304-469-4503

www.fayetteawningandglass.com

For all your hardware
needs stop in today.

Voted The
#1 Family Physician
In Fayette County!

Call/Text 304-469-2905
497Mall Road / Oak Hill

Christina Brash, FNP

Will, Trusts, Power Of Attorney, Deeds,
Title Exams, Real Estate Matters,

Estates & Civil Litigation.

Philip J. Tissue
50 Years Experience

Attorney At Law
303 Jones Avenue|Oak Hill

Weekend Appointments Available

304-469-4431

Welcome To

482058-1
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CANYON RIM
FROM 3E

mining. There will be a little bit about 
the significance of coal mining in the 
exhibit, and then you’ll find an ex-
plorer panel that gets you to go to 
Nuttallburg or somewhere you can 
learn more about that.

“Same thing with Thurmond. You 
can read a little bit about why the rail-
road is important to this area, and 
then it will guide you to go down to 
Thurmond and see it for yourself.

“It’s the jumping-off point to know 
where you can go anywhere in the 
park to to take a deeper dive into any 
of these topics.”

Other area parks are not left out of 
the equation, Bieri explained. “We 
also wanted to better focus on all of 
the parks in the area besides New Riv-
er Gorge,” he said. “Besides the New 
River Gorge National Park and Pre-
serve, we also manage the Bluestone 
National Scenic River and the Gauley 
River National Recreation Area, so 
we wanted to feature those parks as 
well.”

The exhibits feature some interac-
tive components. “We tried to not go 
too high-tech on (the new exhibits),” 
so they wouldn’t be too disturbed by 
power outages in the area, he said. 
“People have been definitely watching 
the videos.”

A  particular popular item of inter-
est has been a replica of a coal mine 
entrance with some mining equipment 
and a coal car, he noted.

“It was a good time that this came 
about,” said Bieri. “Our visitation has 
gone up so much in the past few years 
since we got our redesignation. With 
our national river, we were seeing 
340,000 or so coming through Canyon 
Rim Visitors Center. Last year, we hit 
495,000 visitors here.

“So, with the visitors coming 
through here rapidly increasing like 

that (the new exhibits are a plus).”
Also, the timing of the work allowed 

the new exhibits to reflect the change 
to national park status from the origi-
nal national river status.

“It’s great to finally have it all 
here,” Bieri said.

Among those exploring the new ex-
hibits on March 19 was a couple from 
South Jersey,  Katie Zalan-Korossy 
and Charlie Smith.

“This is our first visit to West Vir-
ginia,” explained Smith as the couple 
paused while viewing exhibits related 
to local railroad history and the re-
gion’s flora and fauna. “It’s been on 
my bucket list, especially the bridge. 
I’m also here for Thurmond, the aban-
doned town. That’s a couple of things 
I’ve always been interested in visiting.

“Me and Katie like to take trips for 
our birthday week, and we decided on 
West Virginia.”

The couple celebrates birthdays five 
days apart.

“What sealed the deal for coming 
here was seeing the Bridge Walk, be-
cause that’s just a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity,”  Zalan-Korossy said. 
“So, I started looking for places to 
stay. We ended up staying in Webster 
Springs, and we just kind of branched 
out from there. I think, what, we’ve 
hit about 10 counties since we’ve 
been here. Going to Bear Town, Droop 
Mountain Battlefield, Cranberry 
Glades, Lewisburg, Lost World Cav-
erns …”

“This is just spectacular,” she said 
of the Canyon Rim Visitor Center. 
“It’s nice to see the antiques and a 
lot of nice history behind it,” Smith 
added.

By Tuesday, Zalan-Korossy and 
Smith had already enjoyed a busy 
birthday week in West Virginia, mak-
ing stops throughout the area. A high-
ly-anticipated, first-time excursion 
with Bridge Walk was on the agenda 
for Tuesday afternoon.

Email: skeenan@register-herald.com; 
follow on Facebook

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

Travelers stopping by Canyon Rim Visitor Center examine one of the center’s new 
exhibits.

Jodi French-
Burr/National 

Park Service

The flora, 
such as 

these 
Virginia 

bluebells, 
and fauna 
of the New 

River Gorge 
region is also 

highlighted 
in a new 

exhibit at 
the Canyon 
Rim Visitor 

Center.

TRAVEL:
YESTERDAY AND TODAY

Courtesy photo/USA Cycling

The 2024 USA Cycling Pro Road National Championships will be staged 
May 14-19 in Charleston. Competitions will include the individual time 
trial (10.4 miles), criterium (1.0 miles), and road race disciplines (13.1 
miles for Elite/U23, and 9.0 miles for junior).

Road cycling national 
championships slated 
for Charleston in May

The 2024 USA Cycling Pro 
Road National Championships 
will re-introduce the Kanawha 
Valley to high-level bicycling 
competitors late this year.

Over the years, Charleston 
and the Kanawha Valley have 
hosted several national-class 
biking events.

The USA Cycling Profession-
al Road National Champion-
ships is USA Cycling’s premier 
annual road event and will 
serve as a qualifying event for 
the U.S. Olympic Team in 2024 
and 2028, according to a press 
release.

Participants will be pursu-
ing their dream of wearing the 
stars and stripes jersey of the 
USA Cycling national champi-
on. Professional men and wom-
en cyclists, and, new in 2024, 
up-and-coming racers in the 17-
18 and 19-22 age groups, will 
compete on the roads of down-
town Charleston in May.

Competitions will include 
the individual time trial (10.4 
miles), criterium (1.0 miles), 
and road race disciplines (13.1 
miles for Elite/U23, and 9.0 
miles for junior).

For more on the race courses, 
events and other information, 
visit https://roadnats.usacy-
cling.org/pro-road or https://
charlestonwv.com/usa-cy-
cling/.

• • •

Charleston Area Medical Cen-
ter has been chosen as the of-
ficial medical provider for the 
prestigious event.

CAMC’s doctors, nurses and 
other clinical professionals will 
be along the race courses pro-
viding exclusive medical care to 
the riders.

“CAMC has cared for the 
most critically injured patients 
in West Virginia for more than 
52 years,” said Glenn Crotty 

Jr., MD, CAMC president and 
CEO. “We are proud to serve as 
the official medical provider of 
USA Cycling during its events 
in Charleston.”

According to a press release, 
CAMC — a level one trauma 
center — will staff a large 
medical center in downtown 
Charleston and several smaller 
care stations along the race 
courses.

Additionally, CAMC doctors, 
nurses, medics and others will 
be a part of the caravan follow-
ing riders during the races to 
provide necessary emergency 
care during the races.

“An event of this magnitude 
takes a lot of collaboration 
among willing partners,” said 
Tim Brady, president/CEO of 
the Charleston Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

“From the initial conversa-
tion, CAMC was eager to pitch 
in and help make these races a 
success. This speaks volumes 
about their feelings for our 
community.

“We’re grateful to have 
CAMC as our medical partner 
in 2024 and beyond.”

Established in 1972, CAMC is 
a nonprofit, 1,138-bed, region-
al referral center made up of 
seven hospitals: CAMC General 
Hospital, CAMC Greenbrier 
Valley Medical Center, CAMC 
Memorial Hospital, CAMC 
Plateau Medical Center, CAMC 
Charleston Surgical Hospital, 
CAMC Teays Valley Hospital 
and CAMC Women and Chil-
dren’s Hospital; CAMC Cancer 
Center (with three locations: 
Beckley, Charleston and Hurri-
cane); the CAMC Institute for 
Academic Medicine; and the 
CAMC Foundation.

For more information, vis-
it camc.org or vandaliahealth.
org.

— Steve Keenan

EGNORMONUMENTS
304-253-4460

WWW.EGNORMONUMENT.COM

Custom Granite & Bronze Memorials
Pet Memorials

• Hand and Laser Etchings
Stainless Steel Portraits
• Mausoleums & More

Free Grey Footstone w/ Purchase of Stone
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When the first Europeans 
came to North America, they 
soon became aware of a network 
of pathways extending from the 
Gulf Coast to the Great Lakes 
and everywhere in between. 
These pathways, or Indian 
trails, served as a means of in-
teraction between Native Amer-
ican groups in various cultural 
regions. The remnants of trails 
that once crossed what is now 
West Virginia are links along 
these major Indian thorough-
fares.

There was a long-distance 
trade network in place through-
out North America for thou-
sands of years. Marine shell 
and native copper were traded 
between the Great Lakes re-
gion and the Gulf Coast as 
early as 6000 B.C. In the Ohio 
Valley, copper ornaments and 
marine shell beads have been 
found at Adena mounds dating 
from 400 to 200 B.C. Many of 
the routes used by these early 
groups were still in use when 
the first European settlers 
arrived, and frequently these 
same routes became major 
highways. Some are still in use 
today.

In the 1920s, William E. My-
er, working for the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, began a 
study of colonial period Indian 
trails in the Southeast. Myer 
died before his work was pub-
lished, but his efforts produced 
a map illustrating regional in-
teraction pathways, several of 
which span West Virginia. Most 
of the regional trails also have 
local names.

The Great Indian Warpath 
was one of the most important 
north-south trails in eastern 
North America. The route 
originated in the Southeast, in 
Creek territory, and extended 
north through eastern Tennes-
see, where it split into the Ohio 
Branch and the Chesapeake 

Branch. The Ohio Branch con-
tinued through southwestern 
Virginia, to the New River, 
then along the Kanawha Riv-
er to the Ohio River, where it 
met other important trails and 
continued north to Lake Erie. 
The portion of the trail that 
followed the Kanawha River is 
also called the Kanawha or Buf-
falo Trail. The Midland Trail, 
U.S. 60, part of which was also 
the Kanawha Trail, follows the 
course of another old Indian 
trail from the Kanawha Valley 
to Virginia.

The Chesapeake Branch of 
the Great Indian Warpath pro-
ceeded north through the Valley 
of Virginia. This route, also 
called the Warrior Path, passed 
through present West Virginia 
for only a short distance in the 
Eastern Panhandle, where it 
paralleled modern Interstate 81 
and U.S. 11.

There were numerous other 
Indian trails throughout West-
ern Virginia. Many followed 
the river valleys, including the 
Paint Creek Trail, the Big San-
dy Trail, the Guyandotte Trail, 
the Coal River Trail, and the 
Little Kanawha Trail. The Scio-
to-Monongahela Trail connected 
Lower Shawnee Town, in Ohio, 
to the Monongahela Valley and 
proceeded north into Pennsyl-
vania. U.S. 50 now parallels its 
approximate course. The Seneca 
Trail was another important 
north-south route that began in 
Seneca territory in New York 
and stretched south through 
Pennsylvania into Western Vir-
ginia, through the Tygart and 
Greenbrier valleys, to the New 
River. U.S. 219 parallels the 
main branch of the Seneca Trail 
in West Virginia.

Spencer, Darla S. “Indian Trails.” 
e-WV: The West Virginia Encyclope-
dia (wvencyclopedia.org). 26 Octo-

ber 2010. Web. 26 March 2024.

Early European settlers 
followed trails established 
by Native Americans

James Casto/Quarrier Press

This Midland Trail map shows the highway following “Along the James River and 
Kanawha Turnpike” and the Great Conhaway River. It is reprinted from the West 
Virginia Encyclopedia. The highway, now known as U.S. Route 60 travels east-west 
through Fayette County.

Traveling the Midland Trail
The Midland Trail is the national 

east-west automobile route construct-
ed in the 1930s, designated as U.S. 
60 and crossing the center of America 
from the Chesapeake Bay to the Pacif-
ic Ocean. In West Virginia, the Mid-
land Trail was the first state-main-
tained highway. In 1988, the section 
from White Sulphur Springs to the 
state capitol was designated as West 
Virginia’s first state scenic highway. 
In 2000 this eastern portion of West 
Virginia’s Midland Trail was desig-
nated a national scenic byway, and the 
state designation as a scenic byway 
was extended from the state capitol to 
the Kentucky border at Kenova.

This route has an ancient beginning 
as a buffalo trail and was later used 
by  Indians. In 1774,  Gen. Andrew 
Lewis used it to march his 1,000-man 
army from today’s Lewisburg to Point 
Pleasant, where he defeated  Chief 
Cornstalk. In 1824, a private Virgin-

ia company upgraded the route into 
the  James River & Kanawha Turn-
pike.

After 1873, the turnpike fell in-
to disrepair because the Chesapeake 
& Ohio Railway had been completed 
from the Chesapeake Bay to the Ohio 
River. The Midland Trail carried only 
local traffic during the era of fast 
and comfortable railway travel. In the 
1930s, it was paved and reborn as a 
national highway after the American 
Automobile Association asked feder-
al authorities to develop a national 
highway system. Today the Midland 
Trail is a tourist destination and his-
toric travel route representing the 
‘‘Golden Age of the American Auto-
mobile.’’

Rowe, Larry L. “Midland Trail.” e-WV: The 
West Virginia Encyclopedia (wvencyclo-
pedia.org). 20 September 2023. Web. 26 

March 2024.

The entrance to Babcock State Park is at the Midland Trail’s intersection with 
State Route 41. The park offers its visitors 4,127 acres of serene yet rugged 
beauty, a fast-flowing trout stream in a boulder-strewn canyon, and mountain vistas 
to be viewed from several scenic overlooks. The park, which opened in 1937, was 
built as a Depression-era public works project, with the main facilities and trails 
constructed by the young workers of the Civilian Conservation Corps.

The caption on this vintage postcard, postmarked 1934, shows the summit of 
Sewell Mountain on the Midland Trail and describes it as “near Charleston, W.Va.,” 
although in fact Charleston lies roughly 50 miles to the west. In 1861, Union and 
Confederate forces both bivouacked on the mountain, though no battle erupted 
there. It was here that General Robert E. Lee first saw his treasured horse, Traveller, 
later purchased by Lee for $200 in Confederate currency.

Hawks Nest, the site of Hawks Nest State Park, is a peak on Gauley Mountain near Ansted 
overlooking the New River Gorge. The cliffs rise above the New River, providing a breathtaking 
view of the river and the wooded hillsides below. John Marshall, chief justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court, visited the area in 1812, and for a time the cliffs were known as Marshall’s 
Pillars. When the James River & Kanawha Turnpike was constructed in the 1820s, the rocky 
formation overlooking the gorge became a popular stopping place for travelers. Hawks Nest 
gets its name from the hawks that ride the thermals between the high cliffs.

UNITED COAL

COMPANY

Equal Opportunity Employer

AFFINITY
COAL DIVISION
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Courtesy photo/WV Tourism

The New River Gorge Bridge, known by most travelers as simply one more part of a well-kept highway system that allows them to reach their destinations with little 
trouble, means much more to residents of Fayette County and its surrounding area. With the completion of the New River Gorge Bridge, local residents wanting to travel 
from Lansing to Fayetteville faced about a 45-minute trek into the New River Gorge, across what is now known as the Tunney Hunsaker Memorial Bridge and back out 
of the gorge. Today that journey is slashed to about a minute. Aside from the conveniences brought to travel, the bridge has also become a West Virgniia icon, chosen 
to represent the state on the state quarter and earning its own postage stamp.  The bridge has become the site of the largest one-day festival in West Virginia and also 
serves as a site for brave adventurers to cross the catwalk under the bridge, nearly 876-feet above the New River.

New River Gorge Bridge makes incredible difference in local travel
The New River Gorge 

Bridge in Fayette Coun-
ty is one of West Virgin-
ia’s best-known land-
marks. At 876 feet above 
the riverbed, the bridge 
is the third-highest in 
the United States. Until 
2003 it had the world’s 
longest single-arch steel 
span.

Local residents had 
long recognized the need 
for improved transpor-
tation in the New Riv-
er Gorge area. Until the 
New River Gorge Bridge 
was constructed, travel-
ing from one side of the 
gorge to the other took 
45 minutes or more.

The establishment 
of Appalachian Develop-
ment Highway System, 
a program of the Appa-
lachian Regional Com-
mission, made the New 
River Gorge Bridge proj-
ect possible. In 1967, 
the West Virginia Road 
Commission hired the 
engineering firm Michal 
Baker Jr., Inc. to de-
sign an 11-mile section 
of Appalachian Corridor 
L, including a bridge to 
span the gorge. Engi-
neers considered three 
different bridge designs 

before selecting the steel 
arch design.

C o n s t r u c t i o n  b e -
gan in the summer of 
1973. In June 1974, 
the first steel was po-
sitioned over the gorge 
by trolleys  op erat-
ing on 3,500-foot ca-
bles strung between 
330-foot towers on each 
side of the gorge. The 
arch and deck of the 
bridge were construct-
ed as a truss. The arch 
was designed to support 
most of the gravity load, 
and hanging beams con-
necting the deck to the 
arch below were built 
to carry lateral loads. 
The bridge was built by 
the American Bridge 
Division of U.S. Steel. 
Construction took more 
than three years.

The length of the New 
River Gorge Bridge is 
3,030 feet, and the arch 
length is 1,700 feet. 
The width of the deck 
is 69 feet, four inches. 
The bridge weighs 88 
million pounds (44,000 
tons), including 44 mil-
lion pounds of steel. The 
arch alone weighs more 
than 21 million pounds. 
A special steel, designed 

to rust to a durable, at-
tractive finish, was used 
to avoid the need for re-
painting.

About 30,000 people 
turned out for the ded-
ication of the bridge 
on October 22, 1977. 
The $37 million project 
completed the last link 
of Corridor L (U.S. 19), 
reducing to one minute 
the driving time across 
the New River Gorge 
and providing a popu-
lar shortcut between 
Interstate 79 near Sut-
ton and the West Vir-
ginia Turnpike north of 
Beckley. From 1979 to 
1994, traffic along the 
shortened route nearly 
quadrupled to more than 
10,000 cars and trucks 
daily. By 2009, nearly 
26,000 vehicles crossed 
the bridge each day.

A n n u a l ly,  o n  t h e 
third Saturday of Oc-
tober since 1980, the 
bridge has been closed 
for  Bridge Day, West 
Virginia’s largest one-
day festival. Pedestri-
ans are permitted on the 
bridge on Bridge Day, 
and rappellers and par-
achutists from around 
the world come to test 

their skills.
The National Park 

Service operates Can-
yon Rim Visitor Center 
just north of the bridge 
on U.S. 19, introduc-
ing tourists to the New 
River Gorge National 
Park and Preserve and 
offering a fine view of 
the soaring structure. 
Since 2010, special 
tours have allowed visi-

tors to walk the catwalk 
under the deck of the 
bridge while secured by 
safety cables.

In 2005, West Virginia 
residents voted to have 
an image of the New 
River Gorge Bridge on 
the state quarter, and in 
2011, the bridge was fea-
tured on a U.S. Postal 
Service stamp. On Au-
gust 14, 2013, the bridge 

was added to the Nation-
al Register of Historic 
Places for its achieve-
ments in engineering 
and for its contributions 
to transportation.

Sonis, Larry “New 
River Gorge Bridge.” 

e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia (wvencyclo-
pedia.org). 27 June 2023. 

Web. 22 March 2024.

File photo

Crews move 
the lsst steel 

beam into 
place on the 

New River 
Gorge Bridge. 
Construction 
on the bridge 
began in the 
summer and 

1973 and the 
dedication 

ceremony was 
held Oct. 22, 

1977.

Helping older people hold on to the
most valuable thing they own:

THEIR INDEPENDENCE

Serving Raleigh, Fayette, Mercer, Greenbrier, Summers, Wyoming,
Nicholas and Kanawha Counties.

Providing the best of In-Home Care!
Providing services through the following programs:

Call our professional team to see
what services we can provide for you.

For more information, please contact us or visit our website

304-255-1397
1-800-463-4780

www.raleighseniors.org

Caregivers
and CNA'S NEEDED

EOE

• Medicaid Waiver
• In Home Services
• Veterans Services

• Case Management
• Personal Care
Programs
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Debra Parker/For The Fayette Tribune

“This is why we say Almost Heaven WV,”  local photographer Debra 
Parker of Mamaw’s House wrote on her Facebook post late last summer. 
More and more people from around the world are discovering what 
Fayette countians and West Virginians have always known. Several 
publications, ranging from USA Today and a wide array of additional 
newspapers to National Geographic, Time and Outside magazines, have 
profiled and recognized the New River Gorge National Park and Preserve as 
a must-visit location. As the West Virginia Tourism Department says, “Find 
Your Own #AlmostHeaven.”

304.872.3137
Call For Pricing!

ROOT &
HERB BUYER
- YELLOW ROOT
- BLACK COHOSH
- WILD YAM
- MAY APPLE
- BLOOD ROOT
- ELM BARK
- CHERRY BARK
- AND MORE!

RECYCLING:
- ALUMINUM (ALL TYPES)
- COPPER (CLEAN OR
INSULATED)

- BRASS
- AUTO BATTERIES
- ALUMINUM WHEELS
- CONVERTERS
- ELECTRIC MOTORS
- RADIATORS
- SEALED UNITS
- AND MORE!

Hours: M-F 10-4:30; Sat 10-2:30

newrivertradingllc.com
613 Hughes Street Summersville, WV 26651

CALL FOR FULL LIST.
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Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

Tyler Bragg, left, Oak Hill GIS director, and Josh Sapio, the city’s parks and recreation director, stand at the Needleseye Park trailhead in February.

Outdoor recreation, activities are big focus in Oak Hill

An 18-hole disc golf course will be among the many amenities offered at 
Needleseye Park.

By Steve Keenan
the fayette tribune

oak hill — As 2024 
marches on, more and 
more activity will be seen 
at the city’s Needleseye 
Park and on the local 
recreation scene as the 
push for expanded out-
door recreation projects 
widens, officials say.

In mid-February, bids 
were sought for a con-
tractor to perform work 
on about 7 miles of soft 
surface trails at Needle-
seye Park, according to 
Tyler Bragg, the Oak 
Hill GIS director. In a 
legal notice for the proj-
ect, the City of Oak Hill, 
in partnership with the 
New River Gorge Re-
gional Development Au-
thority, sought qualified 
natural soft surface trail 
builders to construct 7 
miles of shared-use and 
bike-only singletrack 
at Needleseye. The pre-
ferred completion date 
for the work is by No-
vember 2024. The dead-
line for submission of 
quotes was March 11.

“There’s definitely a 
lot going on,” Bragg said 
in a February interview. 
“It’s really a focus on 

outdoor recreation re-
cently, from not only on 
a local level but at the 
state level and the na-
tional level ... We’ve re-
ally got a lens on outdoor 
recreation right now, so 
we’re just trying to take 
advantage of that.”

The soft surface trail 
work is a continuance 
of efforts to expand 
Needleseye for use by 
hikers, bikers, climbers, 
bird watchers and others 
since the city acquired 
the nearly 300-acre site 
from Ber wind L and 
Company in 2017.

In 2021, the Fayette 
Trail Coalition devel-
oped a soft surface trails 
master plan in collabora-
tion with several other 
organizations. Needle-
seye Park is a compo-
nent of that plan, along 
with Wolf Creek Park, 
Fayette County Park and 
Fayetteville Town Park.

“FTC is very excited by 
the momentum on imple-
menting the soft surface 
trail that we finalized 
in 2021 in collaboration 
with WVU’s Outdoor 
Economic Development 
Collaborative,” Abbie 
Newell, president of the 
Fayette Trail Coalition, 

said in February. “There 
has been a tremendous 
amount of effort done to 
get this far and we tru-
ly appreciate how hard 
the City of Oak Hill has 
worked to make this 
happen. They have had 
a vision for Needleseye 
Park for a long time and 
we are pleased to part-
ner with them on the 
trail component.

“In the next year we 
hope to see the multi-
use trails built and the 
community be able to 
enjoy them. Beyond the 
Needleseye project, we 
hope to have the oppor-
tunity to work with the 
City of Oak Hill on any 
future trail projects.”

Bragg said the recent 
advertised work will 
primarily be geared at 
constructing trails in-
side Needleseye. “With 
the construction, that 
provides a very feasible 
connection to the Rend 
Trail down in Minden,” 
he said. One of the trails 
will present the chance 
for short connectivi-
ty between Needleseye 
and Rend, which is on 
National Park Service 
property.

Josh Sapio, Oak Hill’s 

parks and recreation di-
rector, stressed that the 
trails will be multi-use 
trails.

“There’s been a lot of 
trail design work that’s 
happened, and trail flag-
ging, and there’s been 
trailhead development,” 
said Bragg. Workshops 
have also been staged 

with the primary stake-
holders to discuss trail-
heads, parking and oth-
er issues.

“Several months ago, 
we secured engineering 
services from Thrasher 
Engineering for the fi-
nal design of the trail-
head,” said Bragg. A 
conceptual plan has been 

finalized, and the pro-
cess has moved into the 
construction drawing 
phase.

Tree clearing for the 
trailhead was expected 
to be completed by the 
end of March, involving 
0.5 acres of land being 
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cleared for an expanded parking lot at the trailhead.
As far as trailhead construction, Bragg said an 

anticipated completion date wasn’t firm earlier this 
year, but “we hope as we approach next fall we’ll be 
pretty close to completion.”

According to Sapio, a restroom facility with ADA 
capabilities, as well as a trailhead kiosk, are in the 
plans, too. A pavilion has been erected onsite.

Sapio said that currently a blue blazed sin-
gle-track trail that advances into the western ter-
ritory of the park, beginning at the parking area, 
is in operation at Needleseye. “Currently blazed, in 
existence and being used. Multi-use. We are seeing 
people bike on it,” he said.

Also, an 18-hole disc golf course is being complet-
ed at the park. The course is in existence and being 
used some now, although it was not fully complete 
in late winter. As of mid-February, there were 18 
baskets in place, throwing lanes were cut and being 
finalized, and work was ongoing on installing the 
concrete tee pads. At the time, 10 were in place, 
with 16 more to go and “hopefully that work gets 
done this spring,” Sapio noted.

Bragg estimated an overall spring or summer 
completion of the disc golf course. “The months 
ahead will hopefully be busy months,” he said.

Rock climbers, original explorers of the land 
about three decades ago, have remained active at 
Needleseye. “Climbers are certainly out there,” 
said Sapio. “They were the probably the first ones 
to experience the park back in the ‘90s. They are 
certainly out there now, and putting up routes and 
advertising those routes via the Mountain Project.” 
Sapio also said that Bragg is compiling a map of the 
entire cliff system with route names.

Bragg estimated between 20 and 30 recognized 
routes at this point and “probably more.” He said 
it’s very likely there are numerous routes of which 
city officials aren’t aware. The aim is to secure his-
torical information, route names, etc.

“Climbers are telling us that there are probably 
easily a couple hundred routes that could go in 
there,” said Sapio.

• • •

As the warmer months approach, several projects 
are planned by the Oak Hill Parks and Recreation 
Department. Among the activities will be hiking 
events, a kids naturalist program, a rails-to-trails 
day and a fun day at Russell Matthews Park, ac-
cording to Sapio. Below is information on some of 
the activities:

• Join the city for a hike at Needleseye Park from 
1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, April 13 and Sunday, Aug. 
4. A professional guide will lead participants on 
an interpretive hike into the park to explore the 
Needleseye Boulder and other notable rock fea-
tures. A round-trip hike over moderate terrain will 
be approximately 2 miles. Closed toed footwear, 
appropriate clothing, water and snacks are encour-
aged.

• Celebrate Trails Day on the White Oak Rail 
Trail on Saturday, April 27 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Meet at the train depot.

The parks and recreation department and the 
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy will sponsor the event.

Activities that day will include trash pickup, a 
2-mile fun run for all ages, a free bike maintenance 
station, a group bike ride and food trucks onsite. 

• A Kids Naturalist Program will be held at 
Needleseye Park from 1 to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 22 and Saturday, July 20. Children ages 5-12 
accompanied by family members or guardians are 
invited to take part in the free program.

• Fun in the Park Day at Russell E. Mathews Park 
in Harlem Heights will be staged on Saturday, July 
13 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be hot dogs, ice 
cream and fun and games.

According to Sapio, an active recreation commit-
tee is meeting monthly in the city. For more infor-
mation on the upcoming activities, visit https://
oakhillwv.gov/ or https://www.facebook.com/p/
Oak-Hill-Info-100064764034679/.

Meanwhile, work on city park improvements ac-
cording to the city master plan has continued in 
recent months, although there was somewhat of 
a break in construction during the winter, Bragg 
noted.

“The project’s going to run a little later in the 
year this summer than we originally anticipated,” 
he said. Park construction completion is expected 
by the end of July and “definitely before fall,” 
Bragg said. And, work by the American Ramp Com-
pany on the new skate park is expected to begin this 
spring and will require about two months for com-
pletion. “We’re hoping for mid- to late-summer,” 
Bragg said.

In recent months, city crews removed rail track 
around the park area, and they have also performed
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Bouldering, rappelling, and climbing, such as this pictured above in the New River 
Gorge, are being enjoyed at Oak Hill’s Needleseye Park.

Steve Keenan/The 
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some excavation on Park Drive to cre-
ate more parking in the area, he said.

• • •

The inception and construction of 
Needleseye Park involved “a lot of 
key players, a lot of stakeholders in-
volved,” Bragg said. 

In late 2016, Berwind Land Com-
pany owned the property, and some 
interest arose for Oak Hill to possibly 
acquire the property and turn it into a 
municipal park.

The West Virginia Land Trust be-
came involved and applied to the West 
Virginia Outdoor Heritage Conserva-
tion Fund for money to purchase the 
park on behalf of the city. A $602,000 
sale occurred in early 2017, according 
to Bragg. The city and the WVLT con-
tributed funding, but the bulk of the 
money came from the Outdoor Heri-
tage Conservation Fund in the form of 
a grant to purchase the property from 
Berwind.

Between late 2017 and May 2019, a 
conservation easement for the prop-
erty was drafted, according to Bragg. 
Then, the property was transferred to 

the city with that perpetual conserva-
tion easement in place. “It can never 
be sub-divided or developed, basically 
just keep it as a recreational space in 
perpetuity,” Bragg said.

Among the early movers and shakers 
on the project were Bill Hannabass, 
Marvin Davis, Adam Hodges, Region 
4 and “a whole group of people that 
did a lot of work to put in place a lot of 
plans,” Bragg said.

Through the New River Gorge Re-
gional Development Authority, con-
gressionally directed spending was ac-
quired via Sen. Joe Manchin in 2022 
“to promote connectivity between the 
National Park Service and local recre-
ational opportunities in Fayette Coun-
ty,” Bragg said.

The NRGRDA, Region 4 Planning 
and Development Council, WVU Brad 
and Alys Smith Outdoor Economic 
Development Collaborative, Fayette 
Trail Coalition, Plateau Action Net-
work, Fayette County Commission, 
Town of Fayetteville, City of Oak 
Hill, New River Bikes, West Virginia 
Land Trust and National Park Service 
have all been key collaborators as the 
park project coalesced over the years, 
Bragg stressed. “It’s certainly been a 
great crew of people working on this.”

Email: skeenan@register-herald.com; 
follow on Facebook

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

Aaron Kemlock, left, Josh Howell, Jason Wilkinson and Andy Kees are the new owners of Bridge Haven Golf Club near Fayetteville. The club has been rebranded as 
Bridge Haven on the Gorge. They purchased the 18-hole course in late 2023, and a ribbon-cutting/member day is planned in early April to welcome the public.

Bridge Haven on the Gorge looks ahead to future
By Steve Keenan
the fayette tribune

There’s “never a bad day at the golf 
course,” says Josh Howell.

Howell and some of his longtime 
golfing buddies now own a golf course 
and look forward to spending some 
more quality time on the links while 
also operating the course from the 
business end.

The corporation they formed to 
oversee the operation is Stripe Show 
Golf Inc. (two of the partners, How-
ell and Jason Wilkinson) are sports 
referees. “That’s kind of how we came 
up with that name,” said Howell, the 
president of the corporation.

“We all four played together all the 
time,” he said. “We’re good friends, 
and it’s something that we talked 
about, not being serious but ‘hey, it’d 
be cool.’”

Howell says he’s been a Bridge Hav-
en member since 1995. “I worked here 
right out of high school for three or 
four years while I was in college,” he 
said. “I kinda grew up here.”

Partner Aaron Kemlock has been 
a member since the club opened in 
1992. “Aaron and I worked here to-
gether,” said Howell.

The Stripe Show ownership group 
includes:

•Howell, who is president of the 
corporation and will primarily oversee 
the operations and activities of the 
greens crew. He is married to Amanda 
Howell, and they have two children, 
Isaiah and Isabella.

•Wilkinson,  the corporation 
vice-president who will oversee pri-
marily the online presence and mar-
keting of the course. A club member 
for three years, Jason is married to 
Kerry-Ann Wilkinson. He has one 
daughter, Indiya Lawson.

•Andy Kees will serve as the secre-
tary and will oversee operations and 
activities of the clubhouse. He has 

been a Bridge Haven member for six 
years. Andy is married to Amber Kees 
and they have two children, Kendrick 
and Kamren.

•Jodie Kemlock is the Stripe Show 
treasurer and will oversee the golf 
course’s finances. She is married to 
Aaron Kemlock, who has 11 Bridge 
Haven club championships to his 
credit, including 2023. They have 
three children, Brandt, Blake and 
Brynne.

Once mainly a pipe dream and the 
source of simple clubhouse chatter, 
the proposition to purchase the course 
grew more serious as time went on, 
according to Howell.

“The golf course wasn’t actively for 
sale,” he said. “But, we just got to-
gether and came up with a number 
and approached the owners.”

They originally weren’t interested, 
he said. Eventually, the men began 
talking more in earnest with owners 
Gerry, Margaret and Terry Hildeb-
rand.

“At that point, it became real,” 
Howell said. The entire purchase pro-
cess took about eight months, he not-
ed, with the sale being finalized on 
Dec. 21.

“They’ve been great throughout 
the whole process,” Howell said of 
the Hildebrands. “They’ve been very 
helpful.”

Bridge Haven on the Gorge, located 
at 295 Browns Road, Fayetteville, is 
an 18-hole course.

“We’ve got some projects planned,” 
Howell said. “We like the layout of the 
course, we always have. But there’s 
just a few things we want to do as far 
as toughening up the course, if you 
want to play it tough.

“So, we’re going to add a set of tees. 
Black tees, we’re going to try to add 
300 or 400 yards to the total yardage 
of the course. Now, it’s 6,200 from
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We’re here to help you!

Don’t let your rates & fees be driven by stockholders.
Become a member of a credit union where profits

are returned to you through lower loan rates, higher
deposit rates & low or no fee services.

We have 2 convenient locations:

Rt. 60 • Alloy
304-779-2773

515 Hinkle Rd.
Fayetteville

304-574-4011

Do you live, work, worship, or

attend school in Fayette County?

Or Visit our website www.alloyfcu.com



CyanMagentaYellowBlackR-H Page XX

 Thursday, March 28, 2024 · PAGE 5FTHE FAYETTE TRIBUNE

BRIDGE HAVEN
FROM 4F

from the blue tees, 5,900 from the 
white. We’ll try to bump it up to 
6,500 for the black tees (par 70).”

“What we would like to do is be 
able to host West Virginia Open 
qualifiers, West Virginia Ama-
teur qualifiers, things like that,” 
he said. The course isn’t currently 
set up to do that, but the planned 
work “is hopefully going to get us 
there.”

Bridge Haven will host a West 
Virginia Golf Association Senior 
Series event on Aug. 14.

The club will continue to host its 
club championship, and also being 
considered are member-member 
and member-guest tournaments.

“I would like to hold a two-day 
event (possibly called New River 
Gorge Open or New River Gorge In-
vitational) and try to bring in some 
of the best amateurs in the state,” 
Howell added. That could possi-
bly occur in August or Septem-
ber. “We play in all the Amateur 
events, so we have a lot of friends 
that would come and support us.”

Local high schools, WVU Tech 
and Concord University also uti-
lize or plan to utilize the course for 
either practice or matches. Ten or 
so charity events such as scrambles 
are held at Bridge Haven annually, 
as well as 5-7 other tournaments, 
he said.

What changes are in the future? 
According to an information sheet 
provided by the owners, all current 
lifetime memberships will be hon-
ored.

Howell said there will be “im-
provement in tee boxes, bunkers, 
driving range, as well as more vari-
ety in regards to tees and pin place-
ments. Hopefully, we’re going to 
try to put all the money back into 
the golf course.”

Memberships for 2024 will be 
considered family memberships. 
Up to five family members will be 
allowed on the membership, includ-
ing two adults and up to three chil-
dren. The family members must re-
side in the same household, and the 
children must be enrolled in higher 
education or be 18-and-under.

Membership payments are due by 
April 1.

Annual dues will be $400 for 
returning members and $500 for 
new members. Driving range balls 
won’t be included in membership 
dues package, but an annual range 
plan will be available for $100 per 
membership that allows up to two 
buckets per day per member.

While the new owners say they 
realize the prices equate to a small 
increase in the current pricing, 
they stress that some new addi-
tions will “offset those costs and 

enhance your playing and member-
ship experience.”

That includes a variety of areas, 
such as the club not charging a fee 
for using a credit or debit card for 
clubhouse purchases; tee times 
being blocked off in certain win-
dows on weekends and holidays for 
members and their guests who are 
renting golf carts; golf cart rental 
prices and Senior Day prices not 
changing for 2024; verified first 
responders, law enforcement, 
teachers, military and out-of-town 
(30-plus miles) memberships will 
be offered a 10 percent discount 
and range plan discount; and nu-
merous other perks.

The course is open daily “any 
day over 40 degrees,” Howell said. 
During the summer, tee times 
start at 7:30 a.m. and the course 
remains open until dark. “Right 
now, we basically play it by ear for 
the weather, usually 9:30 to 10,” 
Howell said of spring tee times.

An April 6 member day will serve 
as a grand opening, he said. Mem-
bers play for free, and cart fees 
won’t be charged. There will be 
food for everyone, and the sessions 
will run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
2 to 6 p.m.

Bridge Haven membership in 
2023 was in excess of 200, and 
“we hope to increase on that,” said 
Howell. “Golf is growing.”

“It’s pretty cool,” he concluded. 
“We are pretty excited.

“I’m a lowly basketball referee, 
now a golf course owner.”

For more information, call 1-304-
574-2120 or visit https://bridge-
havengolf.com/.

• • •

Below is a brief club history as 
taken from the club’s website:

“Bridge Haven Golf Club opened 
in 1992 under the guidance, design 
and management of Mike White 
and Roger Flint. Mike, a local golf 
legend, grew up in Raleigh County 
and played on multiple profession-
al tours around the world, includ-
ing the PGA Tour. His success on 
the South African tour led to his 
nickname ‘King White.’ Roger was 
a local businessman who managed 
the course for nearly two decades 
and oversaw the expansion of the 
course from nine holes to 18 holes 
in 1995. Mike is generally credited 
with the design of the front nine, 
while Roger is credited with the 
design of the back nine.

“Being silent partners, essential-
ly since the opening of the course, 
Gerry and Terry Hildebrand took 
over the day-to-day operations 
nearly 15 years ago and provided 
a solid management style that al-
lowed the course to weather the 
difficult economic conditions in 
the early and mid-2010s. While 
many golf courses closed through-

out the United States, and several 
closing in Southern West Virginia, 
Bridge Haven continued to flour-
ish.

“In the summer of 2023, the Hil-
debrands entered into an agree-
ment to sell the golf course and 
that transaction came to fruition 

in December 2023 when the new 
ownership group completed the 
purchase transaction. The new 
ownership group is no stranger to 
golf, and no stranger to Bridge Ha-
ven.”

Email: skeenan@register-herald.com; 
follow on Facebook

Scott Abbott/For The Fayette Tribune

Josh Howell, left, Andy Kees, Aaron 
Kemlock and Jason Wilkinson posed 

for a photo at Bridge Haven last fall.

Scott Abbott/For The Fayette Tribune

The Bridge Haven on the Gorge family is 
shown.
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fayetteville — AccessHealth is 
excited to announce the relocation 
of its Fayette clinic to a new, more 
accessible location, aimed at provid-
ing enhanced healthcare services to 
the residents of Fayette County. The 
move underscores AccessHealth’s 
commitment to improving commu-
nity health outcomes and ensuring 
convenient access to quality care for 
all.

The new Fayette clinic, located at 
5493 Maple Lane, Fayetteville, WV, 
will offer an expanded range of medi-
cal services, including primary care, 
preventive screenings, immuniza-
tions, chronic disease management, 
and behavioral health services. The 
larger facility will accommodate 
more patients and provide a comfort-
able environment for consultations 
and treatments.

AccessHealth remains dedicated to 
fostering a culture of wellness and 

promoting healthy lifestyles within 
Fayette County. The new clinic’s 
strategic location will make it more 
convenient for residents to access 
vital healthcare services, promoting 
overall well-being and improving 
health outcomes across the commu-
nity.

Patients can expect the same com-
passionate care and personalized at-
tention that AccessHealth is known 
for, delivered by a team of experi-
enced healthcare professionals dedi-
cated to making a positive difference 
in the lives of their patients.

The relocation of the Fayette clin-
ic is part of AccessHealth’s ongo-
ing efforts to expand its footprint 
and reach more communities with 
high-quality healthcare services. By 
investing in modern facilities and 
strategic locations, AccessHealth 
aims to create lasting impacts on 
community health and well-being.

AccessHealth moves to new 
location for Fayette clinic

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune (2)

Author/photographer Mark Romano, right, listened as Goldie Webb revealed some of her memories in 2019. Webb is one of the crucial figures in the “One Lives One 
Dies” storyline.

Photographer/author helping honor the past
By Steve Keenan
the fayette tribune

Mark Romano is among those who 
realize it’s not wise to allow those 
who came before us to exit into histo-
ry without acknowledging them.

Over the past several years, Roma-
no — a Cowen-based photographer 
and author — has crafted a series 
of books chronicling letters and in-
teractions between two World War 
II soldiers and their families, girl-
friends and others. The first book of 
the series was entitled “One Lives One 
Dies.” The series received its gene-
sis when Romano was given “a box 
of dusty old letters found in a corn 
crib,” he said in the past.

Along the way, partly as a means to 
finance the film he wants to make to 
help bring the books to life, Romano 
has embarked on a series of county 
historical photo books. The first of-
fering along those lines, “A Pictorial 
History of Mercer County,” was pub-
lished recently and is currently avail-
able for purchase at several Mercer 
County locations. The two planned 
pictorials next up will cover Webster 
and Greenbrier counties.

From the three pictorial books, 
Romano says his aim is to generate 
some of the necessary funding for a 
movie planned based on “One Lives 
One Dies.”

In the first book based on the corre-
spondence, eight of the nine soldiers 
from the Landisburg/Danese commu-
nity that were killed in action during 
World War II and the beginning of 
the Korean War, were related, Roma-
no said.

“One Lives One Dies” features 33 
chapters. “These two solders (Junior 
Smith and Bud Webb) write home to 
their loved ones and they talk about 

people they meet along the way.
“We go into details of about 15 oth-

er soldiers (most West Virginians, but 
also hailing from other states). They 
all have their own characteristics.”

Their stories are told through ac-
tual journals, letters, interviews and 
photographs.

The first book was published in Feb-
ruary 2022 on Amazon.

Hershel “Woody” Williams, a 
World War II Medal of Honor recip-
ient for his service with the United 
States Marine Corps, provided a 
testimonial for the book. It read as 
follows: “This book is down-to-earth 
reading on real life. It will recall ma-
ny memories of those living in the 
times of great anxiety of hardship. 
To those never experiencing war and 
sacrifice, the book will give a sense 
of the real meaning of freedom and 
loyalty to America. It is easy reading 
and easy to understand, as well as 
historical. I recommend it and en-
courage its reading.”

A chapter of the book is also dedi-
cated to recollections from Williams 
on his military career.

“This would make a great TV series, 
sort of like M*A*S*H*,” Romano 
said.

The second book in this series was 
titled “One Loves.” One of the sub-
jects, Goldie Webb, turned 100 right 
before the book was published, and 
she passed away the next week, Ro-
mano explained. “She was able to see 
the book based on her and her fiancé 
at the time, Bud (Webb),” he said.

“Goldie is really the heart of the 
story, but it’s really between these 
two men,” Romano said. “She played 
music, she was in a band, she painted, 
she worked at the clothespin factory, 
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Goldie 
Webb sits 
in her home 
in 2019 
with marks 
depicting 
family 
members’ 
growth 
landmarks 
in the 
foreground.
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she interviewed a lot of veterans, she 
worked with Jim Comstock. She (had) 
a great personality.”

In a brief 2019 interview, Goldie 
Webb said it was important to write 
letters back and forth when Bud was 
away serving his country. “I tried to 
write real often, and he did, too,” she 
said. She called the correspondence 
“very important,” noting that “I could 
keep up with him that way.”

The letters were “all special,” she 
said, particularly the one “where he 
said he was coming home.”

“He was kind of shy to start with, 
but his personality was what I liked,”” 
she added of her husband-to-be. “And 
he looked pretty good, too.”

It is important to “give these people 
the recognition that will be forgotten 
if we’re not able to get it out there,” 
Romano said.

The third book in the military series 
is uploaded and will be available to 
purchase on Amazon on March 29. It 
is called “One Writes” and is the sto-
ry of Helen Barnette, who wrote in a 
journal in 1938 and then would later 
be a Rosie the Riveter during the war, 
said Romano. “It sort of tells us what 
the country was like before the war, 
and then she would become a Rosie the 
Riveter.”

In the second part of that book are 
letters written by Hersel Holbrook 
during the war, he added. Holbrook 
was Barnette’s “on-again, off-again 
boyfriend, and they actually got mar-
ried after the war,” said Romano. “So, 
it’s letters that he wrote during the 
war.”

Both are characters in the “One 
Lives One Dies” story line and are in-
cluded in the screenplay, according to 
Romano.

The fourth book — unfinished as 
yet — is called “One”” and is based 
on the other main character, Minor 
Smith Jr. from Landisburg in Fayette 
County. 

While the book process continues, 
Romano is seeking grants and other 
funding mechanisms for the planned 
movie, some scenes for which have 
already been filmed. “My hope is to 
raise money to film the movie,” Ro-
mano said.

As a promotional tool, he expects 
soon to release a short sizzle reel that 
features voice-overs based on West 
Virginians in the war. Hopefully, he 
says, that will lead to further funding 
opportunities.

• • •

According to Romano, the hard-

cover Mercer County pictorial book 
is available at the following Mercer 
locations: Associated Photography 
and Framing in Princeton, The Hat-
ter’s Bookshop in Princeton, Prince-
ton Library, Mercer County Histori-
cal Society in Princeton and Jimmy’s 
Restaurant in Princeton. It is also 
available in Bramwell at the Corner 
Shop restaurant and at the Craft Me-
morial Library in Bluefield.

The Mercer County Historical So-
ciety and the Craft Library provided 
the majority of the photos, according 
to Romano. Photos also were supplied 
by Steve Jessee, as well as the Melvin 
Grubb Collection.  There were some 
public submissions.

The book is 256 pages and features 
a seven-page index catalogued by last 
name. Photographs and accompany-
ing text are classified into six dis-
tricts.

Also, over 600 World War II veter-
ans are profiled, and there are town 
views, houses, businesses, class pho-
tos, class reunion photos and other 
segments.

The cover cost is $75, but the book is 
currently on sale for $59.95 plus tax.

Individuals who would like to make a 
donation/purchase to help with fund-
ing the project can donate securely via 
PayPal. Or, they can send a check or 
money order to: Heroes Remembered 
LLC, PO Box 9, Cowen, WV 26206.

• • •

Romano had begun planning the 
film project when Covid-19 launched 
its disruptive run.

With Covid restrictions in place, the 
project changed directions and he said 
he published the “One Lives One Dies” 
book first “in order to get the story 
out.” Romano said he always intended 
to return to the film project, however. 
Now, he’s hoping to drum up enough 
interest and financial backing to make 
that a reality.

“A low-budget film takes weeks to 
record,” Romano says on his website. 
“During that time, we need to provide 
three meals a day, a place to stay and 
travel expenses for 30 to 40 people, 
which includes not just the actors and 
the director, producer, videographer 
and editor, but also those who build 
sets, search for locations, operate 
lighting and control demolitions.

“And we need help. We estimate 
we’ll need $150,000 to $200,000 to 
complete this project. The more that 
we can raise, the better actors and fin-
ished product we will have.”

For more information on the books, 
visit markromanoauthor.com.

For more on the movie, visit one-
livesonedies.com.

Email: skeenan@register-herald.com; 
follow on Facebook

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune (2)

Mark Romano recently displayed his books “One Lives One Dies” and “A Pictorial 
History of Mercer County.”

Goldie 
Webb 

and Mark 
Romano 

take a 
break 

from an 
interview to 

pose for a 
photo.

INTRODUCING NEW FACILITY, STAFF

Steve Keenan/The Fayette Tribune

Cassandra Wilson, a family nurse practitioner in prenatal and women’s 
health at New River Health in Oak Hill, joined the clinic last year. For more 
about her, and the growth of New River Health, see Section A of today’s 
edition of The Fayette Tribune.

File photo

New River Health, which moved into a large new facility at 497 Mall Road 
in Oak Hill in 2022, continues to grow.

999 Jones Avenue | Oak Hill, WV 25901

304-469-3351
701 Highway 21 | Mount Hope, WV 25880

304-877-6454
Jonathan D. Wood, Owner/Licensee In-Charge

Visit us on the web at: www.tyreefuneralhome.com

TYREE
Funeral Home Inc.

Providing Traditional, Cremation and Preneed Service.

Committed to excellence since 1915
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New River Health – Medical Sites
Oak Hill

Oak Hill 497 Mall Road
Oak Hill, WV 25901

Sophia
302 West Main Street
Sophia,WV 25921

Smithers GATEWAY Center
2 Greyhound Lane,
Smithers,WV 25186

Summersville
315 Fairview Hgts. Rd.
Summersville WV 26651

New River Health - School Health Sites

New River Health - Pharmacies

• Pulmonary Rehabilitation
• Radiology
• Behavioral Health
• Parents As Teachers
• Diabetes Education
• Prenatal Care

Other NRH
services offered…

• Immunizations
• Chronic Disease Management
• Benefits Enrollment
• Urgent Care/Preventive Care
• Well-Woman Care
• MAT

• Chiropractic
• Concussion Management
• Optometry
• Pediatrics
• OB-GYN

• Coal City Elementary School
• Independence Middle School
• Independence High School

• NRP/OHM
• Valley PreK-8 (Smithers GATEWAY Center)
• Oak Hill High School

• New River Intermediate
• Summersville Middle School
• Nicholas County High School

Proud of your confidence in us since 1978.
Call or text 304-469-2905
Newriverhealthwv.com

most insurance accepted/sliding fee may apply

New River Health - Dental Offices

New River Health Pharmacy
217 W. Maple Ave./Fayetteville
Open M-F Open to the Public

New River Pharmacy
Smithers-GATEWAY
Next to Valley PreK-8

Open M-F Open to the Public

New River Health Pharmacy
302 West Main St./Sophia

Open M-F (NRHA patients only)

New River Health Pharmacy
497 Mall Rd. / Oak Hill

Open M-F (Open to the Public)

Lisa Elliott Dental Clinic
75 Spryrock Loup Road/Lookout

304-574-2076

Smithers GATEWAY Center
Next To Valley PreK-8
304-981-2367

497 Mall Road/ Oak Hill
Call/Text

304-469-2905

Cassie Wilson, FNP-BCDr. Jodie Posey-Bucks,OB-GYN Kara“Shae”Criswell, PA
Originally from St. Mary’s, Dr. Posey-Bucks earned
her BS in Biology prior to attending the WVU School
of Medicine, where she completed her residency in
Obstetrics and Gynecology.
Board certified in Obstetrics and Gynecology, Dr.
Posey-Bucks started at New River Health Oak Hill and
Summersville in October. Although specializing in
women’s health, she has a keen interest in helping puberty
age girls and young women.
Why New River Health? “I love NRH provides for all
patients’ needs. We have family medicine, pediatrics,
women’s health, behavioral health, dental, Xray, lab, and
more, all in one convenient location. It’s great to work
among providers, who collaborate to get patients the care
they need.”
In her spare time, Dr. Posey-Bucks enjoys camping,
hiking, and traveling with her family.

“I also enjoy landscape and wildlife photography,
which I try to incorporate into our many adventures.

Sometimes my children are the ‘wildlife’ in my pictures.”

During a introductory LPN program, I witnessed the birth
of a baby. That experience hooked me. After I graduated from
Bluefield State University with a BSN, I went on to Marshall
University, where I earned my master’s degree as a nurse
practitioner.
My medical experiences are varied, but taking care of women’s
needs throughout the stages of life is relatable to me. I look
forward to completing my women’s health nurse practitioner
(WHNP) certification.
My clinical interests include:

• Contraception care & management
(IUD, Nexplanon)

• Well-woman exams
(breast & cervical cancer screening)

• Perimenopause & Menopausal issues
• Prenatal & postpartum care
(national certification: outpatient obstetrics)

“My passion is caring for women throughout the stages
of their life from adolescence to menopause. As a native
of West Virginia, I will stay close to home, caring for

friends and family.”

With compassion as vast as her experience, Shae
welcomes children of all ages at NRH Oak Hill.
Sinceher 2019 graduation from the UC Physician
Assistant program, Shae focused on pediatrics after
experience in family and emergencymedicine, women’s
health and internal medicine. In addition to a long list of
honors and awards, Shae volunteers in her community.
Working first for NRH in school health,she moved into
pediatrics at NRH OakHill this fall.
Shae welcomes new patients and sees children for sick
and well visits, vaccines, ADHD diagnosis and treatment,
early vision screenings for infants, and continual care,
treatment and follow-ups.
The eldest of six, Shae says taking care of children comes
naturally to her.
“Pediatrics has always been a passion of mine. I
could not imagine a career in anything else.”

New River Health (NRH) opened its comprehensive health services
facility on Mall Rd. in Oak Hill in the fall of 2022, which followed
new sites at Summersville and Smithers.

Started in a Scarbro storefront in 1978,NRHwas part of theUMWA’s
push to help increase health care accessibility to miners and their
families.

From five employes to 175 staff members, NRH serves patients in
Raleigh, Nicholas and Fayette County, and has built a reputation for
quality care and community advocacy.

CEO John Schultz describes NRH as a ‘hometown’ business.
“Employees are part of a family-oriented organization, where we
try to ease patients’ apprehensions, respect their challenges, and
care for them holistically.”
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