
CAST Players donates
funds to Leukemia

Foundation
See Page 4.

Banning man runs donkey
rescue sanctuary

See story on Page 4.
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Morongo gives 800 kids
free shoes, backpacks and

school supplies
Eight hundred students

from across the San Gorgonio
Pass received new brand-
name shoes and backpacks
stuffed with school supplies
on Monday as part of an annu-
al program funded by the
Morongo Charity Golf Tour-
nament to aid children and
families in need.

Kids and their parents
with the Boys & Girls Clubs
of the San Gorgonio Pass met
on Monday at Pass Valley
Park in Banning to pick up
their free shoes and back-
packs packed with pencils,
pens, binders and other class-
room supplies. The program
was funded by the 20th annu-
al Morongo Charity Golf
Tournament, which raised
$70,000 in June to purchase
the items for local students.

“At Morongo, we believe

education is the key to suc-
cess and that every child
should have the tools and sup-
port they need to perform at
their absolute best in school,”
said Morongo Tribal Council
member Damon Sandoval,
who served as the golf tour-
nament chairman. “It’s hum-
bling to see how this program
helps local kids and their
families, and our thanks go
out to all the players and
sponsors who have supported
the annual Morongo Golf
Tournament for the past 20
years.”

Brenda Canales of Banning
was among local parents who
expressed appreciation for
the assistance with school
starting in just two weeks.

“The Boys and Girls pro-
gram is great and Morongo

(continued on page 5)

Amy Herr, (left), chief executive officer of The Boys & Girls Clubs of the
San Gorgonio Pass, and Morongo Tribal Council member Damon San-

doval (far right) with some of the 800 children and parents who
received shoes and backpacks from Morongo on Monday.
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Children and families got
schooled in emergency pre-
paredness and prepared for
school at the city of Ban-
ning’s annual Disaster Expo
on July 23. 

In addition to the expo,
they also held a backpack
giveaway.

Debra Williams, who
organized the event and is
the executive officer of
Building Resilient Communi-
ties, a public non-profit char-
ity corporation, expressed
that they organized a lot of
the youth program in the
Disaster Expo.

“I like that all the kids can
come out and learn some-
thing about disasters they
didn’t know before,”
Williams said. 

According to Williams,
they had about 60 organiza-
tions participate in the
event.  

Along with preparing
families for a disaster, it also
brought the community
together in learning how to
be ready and to consider
what they need for emergen-
cies.

“It’s community-oriented.
It’s an effort on the part of
the people of Banning and
their organizations to bring
awareness to disaster readi-
ness,” said Banning Mayor
Art Welch.  

It also brought their atten-
tion to resources and aware-
ness organizations they have
access to, the community’s
CERT program, which is
their Community Emer-

gency Response Team, along
with many others. Patrick
McGary, who is a member of

the Serrano Del Vista CERT
program, expressed that in
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Cal Fire Helicopter Unit also showcased its helicopter during the annu-
al disaster expo in Banning.

Families line up to view a demonstration at the Banning Disaster Expo
last Saturday.

Emergency preparedness the

focus of annual expo
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