
Playhouse Bowl
concerts heat up
summer nights

See Page 13.

Beaumont Chamber 
director resigns

See story on Page 12.
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Dragonfly Gala features
Native American culture

page 2.

Banning is just a couple of
weeks shy from celebrating
its annual Stagecoach Days,
with festivities beginning Fri-
day, Sept. 2, and continuing
through Sunday evening of
Sept. 11.

On Sept. 2, from 6 to 10
p.m., the public is invited to
participate or watch the Fam-

ily Fun Night at A.C. Dysart
Park, 2107 W. Victory Way. 

There will be four-person
relay races, a hide race, a rib-
bon race, a rescue race, and a
horse swap. Admission is free
to spectators; racers’ entry
fees for participation are $20
per team, and the four-person

Banning’s Stagecoach

Days is almost here

(continued on page 2)
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Stagecoach Days 2015 Queen and princesses in last year’s parade.
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Beaumont police arrested
a suspect Tuesday morning
after he shot at another
motorist on the eastbound
Highland Springs Avenue
off-ramp.

The freeway shooting
happened around 10:05 a.m.
on the eastbound Highland
Springs off-ramp, according
to the Beaumont police
department.

Police said that the vic-
tim - a woman - was stopped
at the bottom of the off-
ramp and that the suspect
got out of his car and walked
over to the driver's side, fir-
ing nearly a dozen rounds at
the car.

The suspect was identi-
fied as Kevin Kayon Barnes,
29, of Victorville.

Officers, with the assis-
tance of the California High-
way Patrol, arrested the sus-

pect without incident at the
Pilot Gas Station in Palm
Springs

Beaumont police said this
appears to be an isolated
incident and that it is a case
of domestic violence
between the victim and sus-
pect.

The woman was trans-

Suspect: Kevin Kayon Barnes, of
Victorville.

Freeway shooting sparked by

domestic violence incident

(continued on page 3)

Potrero interchange approved by

Beaumont City Council
BY JULIE FARREN

Record Gazette

The completion of the
Potrero Interchange will
finally be in sight after the
Beaumont City Council Tues-
day night approved the proj-
ect in a 3-2 vote.

Mayor Mike Lara and
Mayor Pro-tem Lloyd White
were not in favor of moving
ahead with the project, while
council members Della Con-
don, Brenda Knight and Mark
Orozco said yes.

The council chambers and
overflow room were packed,
with more than 20 people
speaking about the project
that was originally introduced
in 1996.

The city of Beaumont and
the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans)
have been working together
on the proposed construction
near where the 10 and 60 free-
ways merge.

The project includes 2,000
acres and will feature indus-
trial, commercial and resi-
dential zoning.

According to a city staff
report, city consultants began
working on the design plans,
specifications and environ-
mental documents in 2010.

The project features two
phases. The first phase is the
extension of Potrero Boule-
vard over the 60 freeway,
with a six-lane bridge and
new freeway interchange.
This will include a center
median and bicycle lanes.

It also will connect the
ramp on Western Knolls
Avenue to Potrero Boulevard,
north of the freeway.

The freeway will be
widened at the  Western
Knolls and State Route 60
connection of the north and
south sides.

There also will be freeway
widening at the Potrero
Bridge location, a few hun-
dred feet east and west of the
new bridge.

Other features of Phase 1:
construction of acceleration
and deceleration lanes on
state route 60; construction of
median barriers on SR 60.

The city obtained a permit
for Phase 1A, but work was
never completed and the per-
mit expired in 2015.

Phase 2 will include con-

struction of the partial clover-
leaf interchange and ramps,
providing full freeway
access; realignment of West-
ern Knolls Avenue; increased
safety on SR 60 and Western
Knolls Avenue; access to
existing properties adjacent
to the Potrero Bridge loca-
tion.

Mark Thomas Engineering
was the sub-consultant for the
design phase, of which 99 per-
cent is complete; 65 percent
of Phase II is complete.

Interim city manager
Richard Warne gave the staff
report and said that there is
one key point that the council
and the public needs to under-
stand.

“You absolutely need more
commercial and industrial
areas,” Warne said.

Michael Busch, CEO of
Urban Futures, discussed the
interchange in regards to eco-
nomic development. He said
that there has been a signifi-
cant amount of developer
interest in the project.

One-third of the first phase
of the project could be built
for $8 million, Busch said. He
also noted that it will most
likely take 20 years to devel-
op the 2,000 acres and for con-
struction.

Funding for the project is
estimated at $13.4 million,
with federal earmarks
planned specifically for
Potrero Interchange and
other money coming from the
State Transportation Program
and other sources.

The staff report says that
$31.34 million is needed from
local funds to complete both
phases of the project.

Busch also said that the
council needs to be aware that
there will be a recession dur-
ing the  project, which is nor-
mal.

Busch said that the Potrero
Interchange will open up a lot
of possibilities for growth
that Beaumont needs.

“It does present new
opportunities and access that
the city doesn’t have  today,”
Busch said.

Cost estimates have been
revised for the project, with
$28.4 million for Phase I and
$27.1 million for Phase 2.

The city will be able to
recover all funds at the end of
the project.

City engineer Amer Jakher
said that construction will
most likely start in April or
May of 2017.

Warne said that the project
will bring in revenues and
jobs.

“We believe this project is
important for the future of
the city of Beaumont,” Warne
said.

The majority of speakers
were in favor of the project.

Jason Bennecke worked on
the project for Cal Trans for
six years and said that the
interchange could alleviate
congestion around Oak Valley
Parkway and Beaumont
Avenue.

Resident Nancy Hall, who

The city council, in a 3-2 vote, approved going ahead with the Potrero
Interchange project, which will most likely begin construction in April or

May 2017.
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