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2025 Editorial Calendar
Grand Traverse Scene focuses on the places and people of the Grand
Traverse Bay region and beyond, with hyper-local content including stories 
about the history, lives and lifestyles of the people who call our Northern 
Michigan region home. That means your ad message reaches local,  
engaged readers who have buying power, as well as those visiting our 
northern Michigan region during prime shopping season. 

Summer I
• Health & Wellness
• Golf Guide 
• Destination: Downtown Traverse City

Summer II
• Health & Wellness
• Golf Guide 
• Destination: Suttons Bay

Fall
• Health & Wellness
• Destination: Little Grand Traverse Bay
• Halloween Happenings

Holiday
• Holiday Happenings    • Santa Sightings
• Local Holiday Shopping
• Destination: Small Town Shopping
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NUB’S NOB SKI RESORT

Slightly younger than Crystal, Nub’s Nob has been 
in business since 1958, and has seen its fair share of  
changes over the past seven decades. This family owned 
ski hill on the north side of  Little Traverse Bay near Har-
bor Springs and Petoskey has 53 runs that cover nearly 
250 acres of  skiable terrain across eight chair lifts, one 
conveyor and one rope tow.

The biggest change this year isn’t visible during the 
day, however.

“We put in 100 LED slope lights to replace the older 
style lights that were here. They’re more efficient and 

provide quite a bit more lighting on the hill,” explained 
Ben Doornbos, noting that you don’t even have to be a 
skier to enjoy the new lighting. “Those slope lights have a 
cap on them, (so) they’re dark sky friendly.”

“It’ll be a much improved night skiing experience 
for skiers, which is something I’m looking forward to,” 
Doornbos said. Advanced skiers will appreciate the 427 
feet of  vertical drop from the top of  the highest peak 
down to lodge level, but beginner skiers have something 
else to look forward to as well: A free beginner ski area 
for those just getting their feet underneath them. That 
includes kids, too — those under eight years old also can 
get a free lift ticket if  they’re skiing with a paid adult.

COURTESY OF NUB’S NOB SKI RESORT 

Nub’s Nob Ski Resort offers night skiing to patrons.
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THE HIGHLANDS AT HARBOR SPRINGS

While the recent debut of  the stunning timber-towered 
SkyBridge was the biggest addition their sister property 
Boyne Mountain has seen in quite a while, the 2024-25 
season also has some new things in store for visitors to the 
Highlands as well. Opened in 1956 with just one lift and 
a rope tow, the Highlands has since expanded to 54 runs 
over 435 skiable acres, and has eight chairlifts including 
last year’s newest addition: The high-speed Camelot 6 

with heated seats and a weatherproof  canopy bubble.
This year adds another new lift, the Interconnect triple, 

which will increase speeds to get skiers to the 14 runs at 
the top even quicker. Those runs and others will be even 
snowier this season thanks to the 14 new snowmaking 
guns added throughout the resort, including an additional 
350 feet of  snowmaking capability added to the base of  
the Camelot 6 lift, allowing that run to open even ear-
lier. At the end of  your day, stop by the Day Lodge for a 
warm, rejuvenating bowl of  soup from their Ramen Bar, 
paired with a new craft beverage from their Brew Bar.

COURTESY OF THE HIGHLANDS 

The Highlands at Harbor Springs boasts 54 runs over 435 skiable acres.
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MEET THE Chef ... BEN CROSS

StoRy by liNdSay gReeR   •  PhotoS by JaN-miChael StumP

C reole cuisine may not be the first 
thing people expect to find in North-
ern Michigan. However, Pearl’s New 

Orleans Kitchen in Elk Rapids continues to 
surprise and delight visitors with its creole 
cajun flavors and midwestern hospitality — 
the type of  unexpected combination that 
allows NoMi businesses to thrive.

Seafood plays a major role in both North-
ern Michigan and New Orleans cuisine, 
though the latter offers more exotic (to us 
Northerners) fare such as crawfish and alli-
gator. Northern Michigan cuisine explores 
the edges and combinations of  sweet and 
savory flavors while New Orleans favors the 
spicy.

As the website for Pearl’s explains, “New 
Orleans cuisine is a rich melting pot of  
influences and ingredients, and Pearl’s 
embraces the roots of  both Cajun (rural) 
and Creole (city) styles of  cooking.” This 
month we talked to Chef  Ben Cross about 
his experience at Pearl’s and his thoughts on 
the food industry as both a challenging and 
rewarding line of  work.

Name: 
Ben Cross

Business: 
Pearl’s New Orleans Kitchen

Location: 
Elk Rapids

Background in the food industry: 
My first experience in the food industry 

was working at Whitney’s Oyster Bar (in 
Charlevoix) as a dishwasher. That was it 
for a few years while I went to school for 
construction and spent time snowboarding, 
but eventually I ended up working in the 
food industry again as a sous chef. Then I 
graduated from Cadamont Ranch & Club 
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado and landed 
my first job as a chef.
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Why he started cooking: 
When I started working in the food industry, the cooks 

put me to work right away. From there, I quickly gradu-
ated up the ranks.

Most popular dish at Pearl’s: 
Jambalaya. It’s good, but my favorite is the Gumbo. In 

September we’re offering our “Bourbon Festival Menu.” 
All items offered have a bourbon spin. The most popular 
dishes on the menu are the Orange Bourbon Glazed 
Salmon and the Daniel Boone Stroganoff.

His favorite part about running a kitchen: 
Locking up and going home. Just kidding. It’s probably 

the business of  running a restaurant. There is never a 
dull moment.

Louisiana Jambalaya

Tasso Roasted Salmon
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AT THE INTERSECTION 
OF LIFE AND MAGIC,

TAKE FLIGHT
fairy gardensfairy gardens
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T his summer in Northern Michigan promises to be 
an enchanting one with fairies making appearances 
at more than one event. The flurry of  fairy activity 

makes sense when you consider the dense forests and bloom-
ing gardens of  the region. 

NoMi’s environment seems like something out of  a fairy’s 
dream of  flora and fungi. The magical landscape is what 
inspired local artist, Heather Harrington, to start building 
fairy houses with her family. She and her family moved to 
the region several years ago and immediately felt inspired by 
their surroundings.

“My daughters love the outdoors,” she explains. “This envi-
ronment really invites people of  all ages to play.” 

Harrington recalls her mother-in-law telling her daughters 
stories about finding fairy gardens while she was exploring 
outdoors. After moving up north, she and her daughters 
began building fairy houses and Harrington began incorpo-
rating them into her work with Life and Whim Studio, which 
she opened in 2016. Harrington felt drawn to fairy houses 
because the “intersection of  art and nature is magical.” 

Life and Whim displayed the first incarnation of  the Fairy 
Trails at The Village of  the Grand Traverse Commons near 
Spanglish and the Barrel Room, but the fairy villages soon 
outgrew the space and they needed to find another location. 
Life and Whim partnered with the Botanic Gardens in 2020 
to build the updated Fairy Trails.  Harrington emphasizes 
that “all ages are welcome to create houses and partake in the 
magic.” 

Matthew Ross, executive director of  the Traverse City 
Botanic Gardens, recently led a workshop on “Building Fairy 
Houses out of  Foraged Materials” at the Alluvion, outlining 
fairy architecture. Ross says he helps people construct “fairy 
houses, dwarf  domiciles, gnome domes'' and any other type 
of  magical structure that “invites enchantment.” 

As far as materials, Ross says fairies love houses made of  
“materials from nature” including lichen, stones, pinecones, 
and clay. In his workshops, Ross often demonstrates how to 
form the foundation of  a fairy house with clay or a terra cotta 
flowerpot. 

“The important thing to remember is that fairy houses are 
ephemeral in nature.” Ross says. “Fairies dwell in them for a 
short period and then move on to new places.”

For anyone wanting to build a fairy house, Ross recom-
mends “thinking about the fairy (or gnome, dwarf, elf, etc.) 
for whom you’re trying to build the house.” This requires 
would-be fairy architects to consider the size and personality 
of  their magical tenants.

“Building a house for a gnome requires building a larger 
structure,” Ross offers as an example. Additionally, imagining 
the personality of  a magical occupant helps the fairy house 
architect tailor the house’s style to their fairy’s personal taste. 
If  your fairy is shy, they might want a house tucked away 
inside of  a tree. If  your fairy likes to read, they might want 

StoRy by liNdSay GReeR 
photoS couRteSy of heatheR haRRiNGtoN

Emma Harrington, daughter of Heather Harrington who owns Life and 
Whim Studio in Traverse City, sits next to her fair garden house she 
constructed. 

Home Sweet Home fairy house lives in the fairy garden.

In every issue
• Multiple food and drink features, outdoors,  
   art and design
• Meet the Chef...	 • Shopping With...
• Regional Reads	 • People Pages
• Essay	 • Calendar of Events
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COURTESY OF THE  
NATIONAL CHERRY FESTIVAL 

Fireworks over Grand Traverse Bay 
adorn the night sky.
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C ome Independence Day, the skies of  Northern Michigan — and America, for that 
matter — become a sparkling kaleidoscope of  exploding and falling fireworks. There 
will also be parades, concerts, children's games, face-painting, and cookouts, to name 

a few of  the festive activities.
In Traverse City, the Consumers Energy Community Royale Parade will proceed through 

the center of  the city at 6:30 p.m., July 4, followed by the festival's massive fireworks display 
over Grand Traverse Bay at 10:30 p.m. in Open Space Park. The festival runs from June 29 
to July 6.

While a myriad of  other events will be held during the eight-day run of  the Cherry Fes-
tival, those that take place on July 4, itself, include the Ultimate Air Dogs competition at 10 
a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. in Open Space Park; Kids Cherry Pie Eating Contest at 1 p.m. at F 
& M Park; and more.

“The Community Royale Parade is a big parade,” said Kat Paye, chief  executive officer of  
the National Cherry Festival. “It's a wonderful rolling story book of  our community and of  
course it incorporates all of  our junior royalties, so all of  our elementary school floats will be 
in it. It's a beautiful celebration of  America's birthday.”

The parade is a “great representation of  all things Northern Michigan, the cherries, and 
of  course, our amazing elementary students who do a wonderful job. The theme this year is 
our national properties and parks so we'll have all those represented on the different floats, 

by david l. baRbeR

to light up
Northern Michigan

RED, 
WHITE

BLUE& 

MANISTEE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

The Scottville Clown Band marches in the Manistee Forest Festival Independence Day Parade.
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Horse-drawn 
sleigh rides bring 
classic charm to 
holiday season

By Sally BaRBeR

A sleigh ride through snow-kissed Up 
North woods mingles beauty, romance 
and nostalgia. Gift yourself  and loved 

ones the magical experience at one of  the 
region’s scenic venues.

Horse-drawn sleighs donned with jingle bells 
and greenery create holiday fun like nothing 
else. Whether an intimate ride for two, or an 
event for the entire gang, area stables make it 
happen.

BENZIE COUNTY SLEIGH RIDES  
JINGLE THROUGH THE WOODS

Romance is in the air at Benzie County’s 
Fantail Farm where sleigh rides have inspired 
more than a dozen marriage proposals. 
Owner-driver Susan Zenker colludes with 
grooms to set the stage for popping the ques-
tion. “It’s fun because you get in on the secret,” 
she said.

Fantail’s sleigh collection includes two 

OH,   WHATfun!

Antler Ridge's horses prance 
through the snow.
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Distribution:
• Inserted in the Record-Eagle, to over 60,000 readers. An additional 
6,000 magazines are printed and placed in high traffic areas 
and participating businesses in the Northern Michigan region.  
Also available online at record-eagle.com/news/gt_scene

Advertising Deadlines
2025 Issues	 Deadline 	 Published
Summer I	 Friday, May 9	 Wednesday, June 11
Summer II	 Friday, June 20	 Wednesday, July 23
Fall	 Friday, August 8	 Wednesday, September 10
Holiday	 Friday, October 3	 Wednesday, November 5

Audience
Grand Traverse Scene is a shopping marketplace. Our demographic,
a lifestyle aimed at residents and visitors alike, are readers who will 
actively search the magazine for the featured articles and content. 
They also want to learn which businesses have the best selection, 
quality and price for the products and services they need. Your 
advertisment announces the unique qualities of your business and 
invites customers to buy from you when they are ready to make a 
purchase.

www.record-eagle.com

Proudly published by
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LIGHT PARADE
T he Downtown Traverse City Light Parade and Tree Lighting is an annual holiday 

tradition along Front Street. Thousands of  holiday patrons show up in their holiday 
gear and line the street to watch float covered in Christmas lights slowly stroll down 

the road. The event starts at 5:30 p.m. Nov. 23 on East Front Street. Admission is free and 
includes holiday music at the Cass and Front street intersection, caroling as the tree is lit and 
visits with Santa Claus until 9 p.m. at Rotary Square, 203 S. Union St.

RECORD-EAGLE  
FILE PHOTOS
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M y favorite way to soak 
up the extra daylight of  
summer is to sit outside 

in the morning, while tempera-
tures are still low, and get lost in a 
book. In this way, it’s possible to 
take a little bookish getaway with-
out leaving the beauty and comfort 
of  home.

These recent publications will 
take you on a journey through 
Michigan, from Ann Arbor to 
Rogers City, and the shores of  
Lake Superior to the cozy fictional 
town of  Waning Bay:

with StePhaNie SawyeRREGIONALReads
Start the  
day off right 

1 / 'DAYS OF WONDER'
The novel “Days of  Wonder” by Caroline Leavitt opens 

with 22-year-old Ella Fitchburg being released from prison 
after serving just six years of  a much longer prison sentence 
for a crime she has no memory of  committing. At 15, she was 
arrested for trying to poison her boyfriend’s father, a superior 
court judge. The shock of  imprisonment was quickly followed 
by the realization she was pregnant and would be giving birth 
behind bars. Now, overwhelmed by early release and plagued 
by the watchful eye of  her mother, Helen, Ella leaves New York 
City to start a new life in Ann Arbor. But Ella is seeking more 
than anonymity in Ann Arbor — she is looking for the daugh-
ter she was forced to give up for adoption. Meanwhile, Helen 
struggles to build a full life of  her own. No matter how hard 
these women try to bury the past, it inevitably comes roar-
ing back, demanding to be confronted once and for all. Told 
through multiple perspectives, “Days of  Wonder” warns of  
the corrosive power of  secrets, raises questions about love and 
parent-child relationships, and reveals that real freedom comes 
from facing our truths.

2 / 'THE SALMON CAPITAL OF MICHIGAN: THE RISE 
AND FALL OF A GREAT LAKES FISHERY'

Rogers City and Lake Huron’s Chinook salmon fishery take 
center stage in Carson Prichard’s “The Salmon Capital of  
Michigan: The Rise and Fall of  a Great Lakes Fishery.” For 
roughly two decades, Rogers City had perhaps the best salmon 
fishing in the state and anglers traveled from around the world in 
pursuit of  its thrill. Then, when the alewife population collapsed 
in 2003 and the salmon soon followed, Rogers City was all but 
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forgotten. By conducting an oral history, Prichard investigated 
the effect this had on the everyday people of  Rogers City, like 
fishermen, business owners and city leaders. He then wove the 
interviews into a chronological narrative that evokes the feeling 
of  sitting in a room with old friends. Despite the crash of  the 
salmon fishery, the accounts of  living and fishing in Rogers City 
are largely hopeful. After all, the beauty and bounty of  the lake 
does not end with the salmon.

3 / 'I CHEERFULLY REFUSE'
Leif  Enger’s dystopian novel, “I Cheerfully Refuse,” follows 

Rainy as he sails across temperamental Lake Superior, fleeing 

the men who killed his wife. As grief  and fear threaten 
to consume him, Rainy is borne along by the generosity 
of  strangers, the solace of  his bass guitar, and the hope 
he will see his wife again. At one point, a storm blows 
him to the shores of  Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, and 
he reluctantly takes aboard a young girl who disrupts 
his journey with a mission of  her own. When his pur-
suers close in and everything seems lost, the indelible 
human spirit and beauty of  the natural world give these 
unlikely companions a new future to believe in.

4 / 'FUNNY STORY'
For readers wanting a bit of  levity, look to this sum-

mer’s best-selling contemporary romance novel, “Funny 
Story” by Emily Henry. Daphne follows her fiancé, 
Peter, to his hometown of  Waning Bay, Michigan, 
where she dives into wedding planning and her job as 
a children’s librarian. Life is perfect until Peter returns 
from his bachelor party and drops a bombshell: he and 
his childhood friend, Petra, are in love. Suddenly with-
out a home and any friends of  her own, Daphne tem-
porarily moves in with Petra’s ex-boyfriend, Miles, who 
is reeling from his own heartbreak. Shortly afterwards, 
in a moment of  desperation and revenge, Daphne pre-
tends she and Miles are a couple. He commits to the 
charade, as well as to showing Daphne all the charm 
of  living in Northern Michigan. But Daphne is deter-
mined to leave at the end of  summer, and will even give 
up her dream job, unless she can be persuaded to stay.
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DESTINATION Leelanau County
L eelanau County's peninsulas and 

picturesque views surrounded by tur-
quoise waters offers fantastic places 

to enjoy fall events throughout the area.
The county begins in Greilickville, just 

west of  Traverse City, and stretches west to 
Empire and up the Leelanau Peninsula to 
Northport. Much of  Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore lies within this area. 

A favorite festival for locals and tourists 
alike is Leelanau UnCaged that's sched-
uled from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sept. 28 in 
Northport. Entry is free to this day-long 
event that celebrates and stimulates the 
senses with music, food, kid activities and 
more, according to its website.

Andy Thomas founded the event. He 
was inspired by composer and philosopher 
John Cage, who put on a similar event in 
Minnesota.

This is the 10th year for the 

extravaganza that is organized by a non-
profit board of  directors and volunteers. 
Trish VanDusen has been on the non-
profit's board since the beginning. She said 
they initially started talking about the event 
in 2011 and hosted their first one in 2013. 

They decided to hold the event to 
Northport each fall to "give merchants an 
opportunity for sales and to help boost the 
economy during the off season," she said. 

"It's a time to kind of  let go, to just 
enjoy," VanDusen said. "We have activities 
for kids. It's usually involving art in a fun 
way."

Five music stages are scattered through-
out the heart of  Northport, offering live 
music day and night. VanDusen said they 
have about 25 to 30 acts this year. Last 
year, many local performers, including 
Miriam Pico and Chris Steer, graced the 
stage in addition to the NMC Jazz Band, 

Leelanau County 
showcases artists 
and musicians alike

StoRy by StePhaNie ShomiN

PhotoS by liSa baiRd aNd  
CouRteSy of leelaNau uNCaged

“ 
It's a time to kind of let 

go, to just enjoy. We 
have activities for kids. 

It's usually involving 
art in a fun way.”

TRISH VANDUSEN

A stilt-walker in downtown Northport 
during Leelanau UnCaged. 

«  Live music in Suttons Bay.

«  A painter works on a piece at the 
artisan and wine walk. 

«  Visitors in downtown Suttons Bay at 
a previous art walk. 

GRAND TRAVERSE SCENE FALL 2024  11

42   GRAND TRAVERSE SCENE SUMMER II 2024

Sean Weber and Kaitlyn Weber, both of Traverse 
City.

Tod Decker and Colette Decker, both of Williamsburg.

PEOPLE PAGES
TRAVERSE CITY

PhotoS by DaNiel FoRtuNe

Pit Spitters baseball team

T here's something about the unique atmosphere of  a summertime baseball game that just makes you want to smile. It 
must be a combination of  good weather, delicious junk food, the excitement of  a live sporting event, the relaxing pace 
of  a baseball game and a large group of  people who are all happy to not be at work. Whatever the secret formula is, 

good vibes were in the air when the Traverse City Pit Spitters took on the Royal Oak Leprechauns at Turtle Creek Stadium in 
Traverse City on a beautiful June evening. Play ball!

John Yonker 
and Morgan 
Yonker, both 
of Big 
Rapids.

Heather Welch and Rob Welch, both of Traverse 
City.
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Amy Plewinski, of Nashville, Tennessee.Linda Koebert of Traverse City (left), and Etta 
Shelton of Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Clare Kuschar, of Traverse City.

Elizabeth Bernard and Jerry Bernard, both of Manton.Marty Kuschar and Anna Kuschar, both of Traverse City.


