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Thursday, September 26, 2019 at 11:29:32 AM Eastern Daylight Time

Nutrition committee
email: "kellysu2@tcaps.net Sue Kelly"
To: email: "hozakst@tcaps.net Stacey Hozak"
Cc: email: "cardonan@tcaps.net Ann Cardon" , email: "klegmanja@tcaps.net Jane Klegman" , email: "ellerydo@tcaps.net
Doris Ellery"

Hi Stacey,
Doris brought to my attention that she serves on the nutrition committee also. Jane has agreed to take 
on that committment, would you please let Erika Lahti know so she can coordinate as necessary? 
Thanks so much.

Sue Kelly, President
Board of Education
Traverse City Area Public Schools
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Wednesday, September 11, 2019 at 3:56:48 PM Eastern Daylight Time

[schoolboard] Fwd: ACT: CB Visit Facts and Briefs
email: "cardonan@tcaps.net Ann Cardon"
To: email: "schoolboard@tcaps.net School Board" , email: "McCallJa@tcaps.net Jame McCall" , email: "guitarch@tcaps.net
Christine Guitar"

Hi all,
Please see the detailed and important summary (below) of an event that will be taking place on 
September 16th -- many thanks to Christine for putting together these facts and talking points for you to 
have in your back pocket. Permission slips are going out today so I wouldn't be surprised if you hear 
something. Please feel free to call me if you have any questions...

Thanks,
Ann

Communication Plan
9/11/19  Complete Facts and Briefs, Provide to Superintendent (to share with BOE) 
9/11/19  Parent Notification/Field Trip Form Email 
9/12/19         Plan for Media Interviews (C. Guitar to serve as district spokesperson)   

Board Members, 

Given the national level profile of the guest speaker coming to West Senior High School on Monday, September 
9, 2019, and the possibility that you may receive questions in the community about this event once parents are 
notified, the following information is being provided for your awareness and understanding. 

Chasten Buttigieg Visit
9/16/19

Facts and Briefs

Each year, high school students enrolled in TCAPS Civics and AP Government classes have the 
opportunity to hear from multiple speakers representing various political parties, positions, and affiliations 
who bring real world experience into the classroom and help students draw connections to their learning. 

Speakers are invited who represent opposing political parties, differing views on an issue, or who provide 
unique insights into topics or elements of what students are learning about in their classes. 

These conversations are facilitated by the district’s master teachers and have included local and state 
politicians, election and polling officials, campaign staffers, citizen organizers and volunteers, and a 
federal political appointee. 

Traverse City West Senior High School is fortunate to have the opportunity to welcome a former graduate 
as one of its guest speakers this year, Chasten Buttigieg, who has firsthand knowledge of life on the 
presidential campaign trail as the spouse of current 2020 presidential candidate, Pete Buttigieg. The 
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opportunity to hear from this speaker was also opened up to students in Civics, AP Government and 
Journalism classes at Central High School.

Guest Speaker: Chasten Buttigieg
Date: Monday, September 16, 2019
Attendees: West Senior High School and Central High School Civics and AP Government classes, student 
reporters
Time: 3rd Hour, 10:11-11:09 a.m.
Location: West Senior High School Auditorium (selected to hold multiple class sections)

This event will be held during the school day and is not a public or media event. It is intended for students only. 

Curricular Connections
Provided below are examples of curricular standards and practices that connect directly to the event, however, 
the anticipated content of the guest speaker’s remarks are expected to relate to a large number of required 
state standards.

Civics Content Expectations
C – 6.4.4 Equip students with the skills and knowledge to explore multiple pathways for knowledgeable, civic 
engagement through simulations and/or real world opportunities for involvement. Examples may include but are 
not limited to: trials, school board meetings, congressional hearings, running for office, letters to the editor, 
political campaigns.

AP Gov Disciplinary Practices
1.C. Compare political principles, institutions, processes, policies, and behaviors. § Identify the relevant, 
specific categories for comparing similarities and differences. § Explain the reasons for the relevant similarities 
and differences. § Explain the relevance, implications, and/ or significance of the similarities and differences. 
Make sure students understand that they need to identify relevant and specific similarities and differences. 
They should compare like factors. Ask students to identify and then explain relevant, specific similarities and 
differences among liberal, conservative, and libertarian ideologies. Have them compare like categories, such as 
economic policy or social policy. (Topics 4.9–4.10)

AP Gov Essential Understandings/Knowledge
PMI-5.B.1 The functions and impact of political parties on the electorate and government are represented by: § 
Mobilization and education of voters § Party platforms § Candidate recruitment § Campaign management, 
including fundraising and media strategy § The committee and party leadership systems in legislatures

Journalism
It is a regular practice of students Journalism classes to attend local events and to interview subjects of the 
news, along with members of the school and Traverse City community. Chasten is a West Senior High School 
graduate, and has agreed to share his experiences being part of a major presidential campaign. He has also 
agreed to provide time for student interviews. 

Audio Visual Arts
Students in the AVA class will attend to film the event.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is additional security required?
Mr. Buttigieg travels with a small, personal security detail and West Senior High School employs security staff. 
Given that it is not a public event, it is not anticipated that additional police presence will be required on the 
school grounds. Any member of the public seeking to enter the building during instructional hours to attend the 
guest speaker presentation will not be permitted to do so. Other classes will be taking place during this time 
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and the building will be operating as usual during the school day. Those wishing to rally at or protest the event 
will be allowed to do so from the public space located on N. Long Lake Rd. C. Guitar will notify GT Sheriff’s 
Department officials in advance of the event. 

Who has spoken to Civics/AP Gov classes before? (many have visited multiple years)

Examples of Past Class Guests at CHS 
Representative Jack Bergman, Bergman staffers on other occasions (Republican)
State Representative (now State Senator) Wayne Schmidt (Republican)
Representative Larry Inman (Republican)
Benjamin Marentette, City Clerk, Traverse City
Katy Zeits, Deputy City Clerk, Traverse City
Kim Lautner, Licensing & Election Specialist, Traverse City 
Traverse City Commissioners Amy Shamroe & Michele Howard 
Margaret Goeman, volunteer, Voters Not Politicians (non-partisan, referendum process, citizen engagement)
John Roth, Chair, Grand Traverse County Republicans (along with various GOP campaign staffers)
Chris Cracchiolo, Chair, Grand Traverse County Democrats (along with various Democratic campaign staffers)
Dan O’Neil, Democratic candidate for State House, with his campaign manager Ashlea Walter
Linda Pepper, Bryce Hundley, Democratic candidates for County Commission
Kathleen Sebelius, former U.S. Secretary of Health & Human Services (under Obama)

Examples of Past Class Guests at WSH
Paul Soma, Former TCAPS Superintendent, speaking on school funding equity and on School Bond and 
Millage Issues
Former U.S. Senator Bob Griffin (Republican)
U.S. Representative Jack Bergman & Staffers (Republican)
State Senator and former State Representative Wayne Schmidt (Republican)
State Representative Larry Inman (Republican)
Benjamin Marentette, City Clerk, City of Traverse City
Traverse City Commissioners (Gary Howe, Michelle Howard, Amy Shamroe, Roger Putman, Jeanine 
Easterday)
Margaret Goeman, volunteer, Voters Not Politicians (non-partisan, referendum process, citizen engagement)
John Roth, Chair, Grand Traverse County Republicans (along with various GOP campaign staffers)
Dan O’Neil, Democratic candidate for State House
Betsy Coffia, Grand Traverse County Commissioner and former candidate for the State House of 
Representatives (Democrat)
Former Congressman Dave Camp (Republican)
Former Congressman Dan Benishek (Republican)
State Senate Candidate Jim Page (Democrat)
Former State Senator Jason Allen (Republican)
Garfield Township Clerk Lanie McManus (Republican) - Voting Machine Demonstrations and Explanation
Long Lake Deputy Township Clerk Ronda Robinson - Coordinates other township clerks to come in once a year 
to run a non-partisan voter registration drive during all 3 lunches in the cafeteria
Many former students who have been staffers on various campaigns for Democrats and Republicans
Jerry Ruskowski, Jr., former student and staff member of U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow (Democrat)
Jason Griffin, former student and lobbyist for Lafarge, Grandson of former Republican U.S. Senator Bob Griffin
Matt Morgan, Candidate for Congress (Democrat)
Jerry Cannon, Candidate for Congress (Democrat)

Who else is scheduled to present this year?
An invitation to speak has already been extended to the chair of the Grand Traverse County Republican Party 
and efforts have been made to contact comparable speakers (however, at the presidential/national candidate 
level, it may not be realistic or possible to expect they will visit TC). It is anticipated, however, that multiple 
guest speakers representing both main political parties (and others if available/interested) will visit classrooms 
throughout the school year. 
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What about students who do not wish to attend?
Parent notifications will be sent home on Wednesday, September 11, 2019, with permission slips required for 
students traveling from Central High School. Students who opt out of attending the guest speaker presentation 
will be provided an alternative assignment, so that all students are prepared to participate in follow-up class 
discussions throughout the year. 

What about other students or classes that want to attend?
The guest speaker was scheduled specifically to speak to Civics and AP Government classes, with the 
opportunity also made available to student journalists. Other classes with direct curricular ties were also 
considered. Classes without a direct curricular connection will not be attending.

What if students without permission attend?
Classes will continue on their normal schedule. Students who attend without permission during the school day 
could receive unverified absences or tardies. 

What are the relevant Board Policies governing activities like this guest speaker?

9700 - RELATIONS WITH SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS
2240 - CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

-- 

Christine Guitar

Executive Director of Communications

Traverse City Area Public 
Schools

Great Community, Great 
Schools

Telephone: 231-933-1795 

Cell Phone: 231-735-5898

Email: guitarch@tcaps.net

 

Have news? Send information, photos, etc. to pr@tcaps.net
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