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Congratulations
To all the Chamber Award Winners!

We have something special for you

5% DISCOUNT
ON SERVICES

Massage
Facials

Waxing
Microdermabrasion

Lifts & Tints
Hydrafacial

Proud supporter of the Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce

(406) 291-0456

410 N 1st Street, Suite A, Hamilton

Book online at alloramassage.com



RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Every year the Bitterroot Chamber of 
Commerce recognizes local commu-
nity members for their contributions 

to the Chamber and greater the Bitterroot 
Valley business community.

This year, the chamber has selected an 
outstanding member of the business com-
munity for each of the nine awards: Busi-
ness of the Year, Business Person of the 
Year, New Business of the Year, Spark Plug 
Award, Community Asset Award, Eco-
nomic Development Award, Unsung Hero 
Award, Volunteer of the Year and Ambas-
sador of the Year.

The Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Com-
merce is a nonprofi t organization, “dedi-
cated to representing each and every one of 

its members while amplifying the collective 
voice of business in an eff ort to advocate 
economic vitality, quality of life and the 
preservation of the competitive enterprise 
system.”

The Bitterroot Chamber sponsors several 
programs and events throughout the year 
aimed at lifting up individuals and the busi-
ness community through education and 
empowerment — such as the Leadership 
Bitterroot Program, Unstoppable Women 
series, monthly luncheons, and an Agri-
culture and Local foods Committee with a 
mission of ‘Strengthening Bitterroot Valley 
farmers, ranchers and producers through 
collaboration, advocacy, and promotion 
to support our economy, preserve open 
spaces, and honor our agricultural heritage 

for present and future generations,” just to 
name a few.

The Chamber’s mission statement 
reads:

“Our business is your business.”
“We will preserve and grow the com-

petitive enterprise system of business by 
creating a better public, community and 
state understanding and appreciation of 
business and economic issues that are fac-
ing our members.

The Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Com-
merce will represent our members by pro-
actively communicating, educating, pro-
moting and representing our membership 
to the general public, to each community 
in the Bitterroot Valley, to Ravalli County, 
the state of Montana and the Federal Gov-

ernment of the United States.
We will promptly address issues that 

are detrimental to the orderly expansion, 
growth, development and economic vi-
tality of all our business and community 
members. We will actively promote pro-
grams of a civic nature which are designed 
to increase awareness, functional and aes-
thetic values of our communities while 
discovering and correcting abuses which 
prevent the promotion of orderly business 
expansion, community vitality, prosperity 
and responsible growth.”

The Bitterroot Chamber will honor the 
2025 award winners at their annual awards 
banquet, “Uncorked, A Toast to Local Suc-
cess,” from 6-9 p.m. on Saturday, May 10 
at Bitterroot River Inn, Hamilton.

Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce 
celebrates 119th annual Awards Banquet

‘Uncorked, A Toast to Local Success’

Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce staff  include: 
Executive director Jodi Mitchell

Membership coordinator McKaulie Matteson

administrative assistant Julie romano Mock

Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce 2025 board officers: 
President sandy Bollom, First security Bank

President-Elect Liz Cook, ravalli republic Newspaper

Treasurer ryan Williams, Edward Jones

Immediate Past President Nick Jahnke, Farmers state Bank

Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce 2025 board members: 
Board advisor al Mitchell, The Paperclip

Kim Bishop, your Choice Benefi ts

dora Bradt, st. Mary’s Mission

sharon dedmon, Glacier sotheby’s International

Melissa Greenwood, ravalli Electric Co-op

Carol holman, Nature’s sunnyside Farms

Gary Mitchell, Trapper Creek Job Corps

Tammy Pauley, Flying s Title & Escrow Company

Mona Quintieri, allora Massage

Kierstin schmitt, Western ag research Center
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Darcy Hansen • State Farm
protectingwhatmatters.net

Congratulations to thisCongratulations to this
year’s award winners!year’s award winners!

300B Main Street, Stevensville, MT 59870 • (406) 625-3715

From yourFrom your
friends at:friends at:



JACKSON KIMBALL
jackson.kimball@ravallirepublic.com‌

Mary Casper, co-owner of the City 
Center Motel in Hamilton, was 
awarded this year’s Business Per-

son of the Year award by the Bitterroot 
Chamber of Commerce.

Casper told the Ravalli Republic she the 
award was “really, really meaningful” and 
that she was incredibly grateful for Ham-
ilton’s small-business community. 

“When Ryan Williams, who’s on the 
board of the chamber, called me, I teared 
up immediately,” Casper said. “You know 
sometimes when you’re just in the grind 
and you’ve got the vision and you’re 
pushing along, you don’t see the impact 
that you’re making on a daily basis… To 
be honored in this way and recognized by, 
what I consider, a really phenomenal peer 
group and have that support is just very 
humbling.”Casper and her husband, Greg, 
took ownership of the motel in March of 
2023 and said that, since then, the facility 
has received a fair deal of positive recog-
nition from Ravalli County and beyond, 
winning the Bitterroot Chamber of Com-
merce Best Lodging award in 2024, fin-
ishing as a finalist in last year’s Distinctly 
Montana Magazine’s Motel Competition 
and winning various other awards and 
nominations. 

Casper and her husband moved to 
Hamilton from Kansas in 2019 after the 
couple fell in love with the historic down-
town and wanted to “somehow” be a part 
of the community.

“We came down to the Bitterroot one 
day and I was standing on Main Street 
outside of Ford’s looking at the Mountains 
and I said, ‘This is it!’” Casper said. “We 
knew we fell in love with Hamilton be-
cause of downtown and that feeling that it 
creates and that sense of community that 
is really palpable… We knew we wanted to 
be a part of that somehow.”

Casper, having previously worked with 
Marriott Hotels, jumped at the opportu-
nity to take over ownership at the City 
Center Motel and achieve the close con-
nection with Hamilton’s downtown busi-
ness community.

“This is a business where we could bring 
something really fun, cool and boutique 
to downtown that Hamilton deserves,” 
Casper said. “We realize that running a 
property like this has an economic im-
pact for all of downtown… We really are 
focused on how we can be successful so 
we can help dollars be spent downtown.”

Casper said that she would continue to 
upgrade and improve upon the experience 
offered by the motel, explaining that the 
facility is undergoing an extensive remod-
eling project.

“We have fully renovated four of the 
14 rooms that we have and we’re going to 
continue on that process,” Casper said. 
“We are really focused on remodeling the 
interior rooms so that guests are wowed 
when they open the door.”

Jackson Kimball is the local government 
reporter for the Ravalli Republic. 

BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR: Mary Casper

PROVIDED PHOTO‌

Mary Casper, co-owner of the City Center Motel in Hamilton 
said that the Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce’s award for 
Business Person of the Year was “really, really meaningful.”
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f i n e j e w e l r y

mikesellsfinejewelry.com

Proud Supporter and Member of the
Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce

201 W. Main • 363-6236
Tu-F 10-5:30pm • Sat 10-4pmTu-F 10-5:00PM • Sat 10-4PM



JACKSON KIMBALL
jackson.kimball@ravallirepublic.com‌

Darcy Hansen, winner of the Bitterroot 
Chamber of Commerce New Business 
of the Year for 2025, has been a State 

Farm insurance agent in Stevensville since 
2021. She told the Ravalli Republic that she 
“was so honored” to receive the award.

“I had fears and doubts in taking this leap 
of faith,” Hansen said. “But I pursued on 
with treating others the way I wanted to be 
treated and loving the community the way 
I believe I should.”

Hansen said that she and her husband, 
who are originally from western Nebraska, 
visited Stevensville in 2020. When visiting, 
Hansen said she felt motivated to stay and 
pursue a different career path. “One night 
we got to Montana and I just felt like I was 
being called to a different career,” said Han-
sen. “It’s funny because I don’t think any-
one thinks their calling is insurance.”

Hansen worked in long-term care before 
being contacted by a State Farm recruiter 

who presented her with the opportunity to 
work as an agent in Stevensville. Hansen re-
turned to Stevensville in 2021, purchasing 
the building at 300 B Main St. from a local 
travel agency and remodeling the building 
into her current State Farm office.

“When we opened we had no customers, 
we were starting fresh in a place that I was 
new to,” Hansen said. “I was taking a big 
leap of faith and that’s what I wanted to do…
it’s just been wonderful. Ever since I opened 
up, the community has embraced me.”

Hansen said that being an insurance 
agent has allowed her to assist and support 
her neighbors and said that she felt her work 
was reflected back to her by the acceptance 
of her community members.

“I do a lot of for the community because 
it’s important to me,” Hansen said. “I have 
all these customers that live here that pour 
into me and it’s important that I pour back 
into them.”

Hansen said that her initial doubts of 
relocating to Stevensville and starting her 

new career path were soon quelled after be-
coming more closely acquainted with com-
munity members and being recognized with 
this award from the Bitterroot Chamber of 
Commerce.

“The way I was raised was you give back 
to your community,” Hansen said. “I feel 
like this is the community seeing that and 
saying, ‘We see you and we thank you.’”

Hansen also expressed gratitude for her 
team and the network of individuals she’s 
established close ties with since starting 
her business. 

“I was honestly so nervous coming here 
and starting a career in something new,” 
Hansen said. “Fast forward to 2025 and I’ve 
got a team, I’ve got a community that I love 
and I’m being honored with this award…
even though it was hard, there are great 
things that came from it and this award is 
one of those things.”

Jackson Kimball is the local government 
reporter for the Ravalli Republic. 

NEW BUSINESS OF THE YEAR:  
Darcy Hansen State Farm Insurance

PROVIDED PHOTO‌

Darcy Hansen said she was “so honored” 
to receive the New Business Person of the 
Year Award from the Bitterroot Chamber of 
Commerce. 
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Well deserved!
You dedicate countless hours to both communities and businesses as well as
many hours on a field officiating! You are an advocate for not only the chamber,

but for every business and person youmeet. Thank you for what you do!

For every dream that takes flight,
we’re there to protect it.

Congratulations,Congratulations,
Mary Butt!Mary Butt!
We are thrilled our very own,We are thrilled our very own,

Mary, has been recognized as theMary, has been recognized as the
Chamber’s Ambassador of the Year!Chamber’s Ambassador of the Year!

Thank you, Mary, for your outstandingThank you, Mary, for your outstanding
service and leadership — thisservice and leadership — this
recognition is so well deserved!recognition is so well deserved!



NICOLE GIRTEN
nicole.girten@ravallirepublic.com‌

People will sometimes ask if Julie Fos-
ter, Executive Director of the Ravalli 
County Economic Development Au-

thority, tries to recruit large companies to 
set up shop in the Bitterroot. The answer 
is no.

Foster told the Ravalli Republic it would 
take a budget she doesn’t have, but also 
would go against the rural way of growing 
from within.

“We work with a lot of companies who 
I’ve had a 20-year relationship with,” 
she said. “Some of those companies 
started with one or two people as a fam-
ily operation, and now they have 20 or 40 
employees.”The Bitterroot Chamber of 
Commerce is now honoring Foster with 
the Economic Development Award and 
she will be celebrated among other cat-
egory winners at the organization’s annual 
banquet. Foster said she was “incredibly 
grateful” for the honor.

Foster started her business journey with 
her own Internet business in 1995, Bitter-
root Internet, and went on to serve on the 
original board of the Economic Develop-
ment Authority which formed in 1997.

As Executive Director of a three-person 
organization Foster says she has a hand in 
everything from writing infrastructure 
grants, helping manage their $4 million 
loan program or run their facility leased 
to 23 businesses.

These companies range in size — from 
pharmaceutical manufacturer GlaxoS-
mithKline to one-person operations — 
but many of them started in homes in the 
community and expanded into this space, 
Foster said.

It’s a misconception GlaxoSmithKline 
was asked to come to the Bitterroot, Fos-
ter said.

“The truth is, they grew from here,” she 
said.

Business advice from her team is avail-
able to them for free.

“I think we’re really good at just meeting 
them where they are with what they need,” 
she said. “Maybe that’s help with business 
planning or doing financial projections, or 
maybe it’s just brainstorming about what’s 
going right and challenges.”

She works to connect these businesses 
to the community in the Bitterroot, and 
said seeing businesses grow is “incredibly 
rewarding.”

The Bitterroot is the “best place to be,” 
she said, because of how the community 

works together and she knows she can call 
the county or the board of the authority to 
help solve a crisis.

“You can be heard and and you can un-
derstand that people care, and you’re not 
just like flung to the wind,” she said.

Foster said she wants to retire in the 
next four years, but is excited about some 
upcoming projects still to come like the 
Bitterroot Food Innovation Center micro-
food processing center.

But Foster just wants to leave the orga-
nization in a good place, but she under-
stands growth takes time.

She said she’s happy her board is able 
to see the authority get recognized by the 
chamber.

“All the time that they spend is seen and 
recognized,” she said. “Even though you 
feel like you’re just zooming down the path 
every day doing so much you forgot what 
you did 15 minutes ago — that people see 
you.”

Nicole Girten is the education reporter for 
the Ravalli Republic.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD: Julie Foster

PHOTO COURTESY OF JULIE FOSTER‌

Ravalli County Economic Development 
Authority Executive Director Julie Foster. 
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Dyana
Canavan

Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce
SPARK PLUGAWARDWINNER!

Special Congrats to our
very ownBusiness
DevelopmentManager,
DyanaCanavan!



NICOLE GIRTEN
nicole.girten@ravallirepublic.com‌

Stefani Jackson founded Loads of Dig-
nity, a nonprofit which pays for home-
less people to do their laundry, six years 

ago after thinking of how others don’t have 
the luxury of doing laundry from home like 
she did.

The Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce is 
recognizing Jackson with the Unsung Hero 
Award and she will be celebrated among 
other category winners at the organization’s 
annual banquet.

Jackson told the Ravalli Republic she feels 
“honored” the chamber selected her for the 
award.Her nonprofit works out of the Wash-
board Laundromat in Corvallis and provides 
detergent, fabric softener and hygiene bags 
for clients.

“The whole circle of dignity for them,” 
she said.

She said they had almost 300 patrons be-
fore the business moved from Hamilton to 
Corvallis.

One customer, a seventh-grade kid, once 
spun around and asked Jackson, “Can you 
smell that?” which confused Jackson at first, 
and she responded “No.” He spun and asked 
again, and Jackson again said she didn’t smell 

anything.
“Well, that’s the smell of my clothes,” 

Jackson recalled him saying.
She said it was “amazing he would even 

think that.”
He also liked the Bombas socks she handed 

out, she said. The company says it gives a 
piece of apparel away for every item pur-
chased.

She started the business after losing her 
job in healthcare due to her epilepsy. While 
on disability she was at home and would 
clean — or sometimes pretend to — before 
her husband returned from work, she said.

“I got up and walked five steps with my 
laundry and I thought, oh goodness, a lot of 
people can’t do this — be able to wash their 
laundry,” she said.

She decided then she was going to take a 
leap of faith and see if a laundry nonprofit 
could work in the Bitterroot.

“And it did,” she said.
Jackson hopes to one day own a laundro-

mat, but said she’s currently some ways from 
that. For now, her goal is to keep running the 
nonprofit.

Nicole Girten is the education reporter for the 
Ravalli Republic

UNSUNG HERO AWARD: 
Stefani Jackson

PHOTO COURTESY OF STEFANI JACKSON‌

Stefani Jackson, founder of Loads of Dignity. 
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YOUR LOCAL
IT & CYBERSECURITY

TEAM
Tired of Tech Headaches?

Let Montana’s trusted IT &
Cybersecurity partner take it
from here.

From cybersecurity to
managed IT services, First
Call Computer Solutions
helps businesses across the
state work smarter, safer, and
stress-free.

Local. Reliable. Proactive.

Unified Communications
Advanced Cybersecurity
Done WITH You IT
Done FOR You IT

OUR SERVICES

Contact Us
406-721-6462



NICOLE GIRTEN
nicole.girten@ravallirepublic.com‌

Sean Doyle says it may be cheesy, but the 
reason why he does all the volunteer 
work as President of the Stevensville 

Civic Club is seeing other people enjoying 
the projects and events they put on.

He was exhausted at last year’s annual 
Creamery picnic, the organization’s biggest 
event, but was caught in a photo grinning 
ear-to-ear watching others enjoy them-
selves, Doyle said.

“That’s the part that really makes it worth 
it,” Doyle told the Ravalli Republic.

The Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce 
honored Doyle as their Volunteer of the Year 
and he will be celebrated among other cat-
egory winners at the organization’s annual 
banquet. Doyle said his selection was a “total 
surprise” to him and he was grateful to be 
recognized.

Doyle moved to Stevensville with his fam-
ily in 2019 and volunteered for the first time 
in the community during that year’s Cream-
ery picnic at the beer tent along with his wife.

“We had an absolute blast,” he said. “It was 
watching other folks volunteer, and seeing 
how much fun it was, that really made us, 
and myself particularly, continue to want to 
do it.”

He then joined the Civic Club and his wife 
started volunteering with youth soccer and 
they’ve been involved in the community ever 
since.

Doyle became President of the organiza-
tion in 2022 and helps put on big events in 
Stevensville each year– including the 4th of 
July PIGnic BBQ, the Parade of Lights in De-
cember and of course the Creamery Picnic, 
a two-day festival and 114 year Stevensville 
tradition.

“That one’s big because we take over dif-
ferent parts of Stevensville,” he said. “That’s 

the big one that takes us months and months 
to put together.”

He said on that weekend he can expect to 
work 10-12 hours a day, but seeing people to 
the line dance from Footloose on main street, 
coming out of pig races laughing and cov-
ered in mud, and kids playing carnival games 
makes it all worth it.

His kids, 14 and 15 year-olds, are also ac-
tive volunteers with the American Legion 
and the American Legion Auxiliary Juniors.

“It’s kind of become a family thing these 
days,” he said.

Doyle said he hopes Stevensville keeps its 
“volunteer spirit.”

“We have a lot of fairly long standing tra-
ditions,” he said. “My fear is, without the 
folks that are moving here getting involved 
seeing that history, seeing those traditions 
and not wanting to volunteer, is that they’ll 
eventually fade and go away.”

He said volunteering is a “team sport.”
“That’s the part that I think everybody 

kind of needs to remember, is it takes more 
than just a few,” he said.

Nicole Girten is the education reporter for the 
Ravalli Republic.

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: Sean Doyle

PHOTO COURTESY OF SEAN DOYLE‌

Stevensville Civic Club President Sean Doyle.

“We had an absolute 
blast. It was watching 
other folks volunteer, and 
seeing how much fun it 
was, that really made us, 
and myself particularly, 
continue to want to do it.”
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Wetzsteon Electric, INC
Proudly serving
the Bitterroot Valley
since 1983 (406) 363-2522

Congratulations to all Award Recipients!Thank you
Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce

for selecting the Ravalli County Economic Development Authority for an award
Visit RCEDA and find out how our new

Tourism Revolving Loan Fund can support your business

rceda.org | julie@rceda.org |406-375-9416

T



JACKSON KIMBALL
jackson.kimball@ravallirepublic.com‌

Mission Bistro in Stevensville has been 
named 2025 Business of the Year by 
the Bitterroot Chamber of Com-

merce.
The restaurant, co-owned by siblings 

Angie and Eric Loessberg, has been serv-
ing Stevensville since 2012. 

Loessberg said that she and her brother 
were both honored to receive the award and 
said that it was an “acknowledgment” that 
their patrons and neighbors appreciated 
all the work they’ve put in over the years. 
“For us it’s about how important the com-
munity has been for us,” co-owner Angie 
Loessberg told the Ravalli Republic. “And 
our community recognizes us and appreci-
ates that we’re here and we have so much 
gratitude for the community. It just does 
mean a lot.”

The sibling owned and operated estab-
lishment began in a house in Stevensville 
and, according to Loessberg, had seen “a 
lot of life” since its inception.

“June will be 13 years of being in busi-
ness,” Loessberg said. “It’s crazy. A lot of 
life has happened.” 

The Loessbergs grew up in Stevensville 
but both moved away in their early adult-
hood to pursue careers elsewhere. Eric, 
who is the head chef at Mission Bistro, 
studied culinary arts in Seattle, living and 
working there for ten years before return-
ing back to Montana. 

Angie said that she, similarly, moved 
away and lived in multiple parts of the 
country like Missoula, Seattle and Mas-
sachusetts before returning to the valley. 
Loessberg said the siblings eventually 
ended up reconvening in Stevensville by 
coincidence.

“I was living out on Martha’s Vineyard,” 
Loessberg said. “I came home for the sum-
mer to spend with my folks and that turned 
into, ‘Oh! It’s really nice here. I really en-
joy being home,’ so I ended up staying. It 
wasn’t a planned thing at all.”

Loessberg said once reunited, she and 
her brother started a makeshift version of 
the restaurant in a house but soon bought a 
closed down coffee mill and converted the 
space into the current version of Mission 
Bistro. 

“We tore it all apart and rebuilt it,” 
Loessberg said, mentioning that she used 
to work in the coffee mill before it was 
closed down and converted into the Bistro.

“When we came in, they had left all their 
stuff, so it was exactly how it was when I 

worked there,” she said. “Everyone was 
like, ‘This is where I first met you and now, 
you’re here with your restaurant!’”

Loessberg emphasized how grateful she 
was for the restaurant to be immersed and 
embraced by Stevensville, saying it’s been 
“so special.” 

“Just to get back to the community part, 
it’s been so special for me personally having 
customers that we have seen get married, 
sometimes even cater their wedding, and 
then they start having families,” Loessberg 
said. “And to just watch them grow and 
age with us, it’s like everyone is part of our 
family. We’ve lost a lot of customers that 
we’ve had for many years, due to passing 
and it’s heartbreaking and we cry. Many of 
my employees have created very meaning-
ful relationships with our customers with 
whom they are now friends.” 

Loessberg said that she and her brother 
were also just as appreciative of their 
kitchen staff, crediting them for the award 
as well.

“As well as thanking the community, we 
need to thank our employees,” Loessberg 
said. “We’ve had some amazing employees 

who have helped keep it going so that me 
and my brother can go and cater and stuff… 
having a solid kitchen staff that runs the 
show has just been absolutely amazing.”

Jackson Kimball is the local government 
reporter for the Ravalli Republic. 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: Mission Bistro

DONNIE SEXTON‌

Siblings Angie and Eric Loessberg are the proprietors of Mission Bistro in Stevensville.

“As well as thanking the community, we need to thank 
our employees. We’ve had some amazing employees who 
have helped keep it going so that me and my brother can 
go and cater and stuff… having a solid kitchen staff that 
runs the show has just been absolutely amazing.”

Angie Loessberg
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AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR: Mary Butt
JESSICA ABELL
jessica.abell@ravallirepublic.com‌

Mary Butt, senior branch office ad-
ministrator at Edward Jones in 
Hamilton, has been named 2025 

Ambassador of the Year by the Bitterroot 
Chamber of Commerce.

Butt has been with Edward Jones for 18 
years and enjoys helping clients with their 
finances, including pro bono work. Butt 
said that “just serving people, helping 
them with their finances,” is her favorite 
part of the job.

“We help clients of all types,” she said. 
“And we’re always there to lend help-
ful support for them in their financial 
needs.”Butt has been an ambassador for 
the Chamber of Commerce for over five 
years, volunteering at various events and 

promoting community engagement. Butt 
said she enjoys volunteering and being a 
face for the chamber during events like 
banquets, brew fests, and ribbon cuttings.

“As an ambassador, it involves a lot of 
volunteering, which I love to do in the 
community,” she said. “It gets me out to 
meet all our wonderful businesspeople 
in our area and learn about their busi-
nesses.”

Butt highlighted the benefits of cham-
ber membership for local businesses, par-
ticularly the networking opportunities it 
provides.

“The chamber is a great place to be a 
participant, it’s a great representation of 
our community,” Butt said. “It’s a great 
way to network with other businesses in 
our community.”

PROVIDED PHOTO‌

“The chamber is a great place to be a participant, it’s a 
great representation of our community.  It’s a great way 
to network with other businesses in our community.”
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SERVICES AVAILABLE:
Unique Cost Saving and Solutions-based
employee benefit packages
* Digital Enrollment of Employee Benefits
* Cobra Administration
* HR Compliance and training for employers
and employees and many more...

Phone: 406-404-6378
Email: kimb@yourchoicebenefitsnw.com

www.yourchoicebenefitsnw.com

Kim Bishop, M.S.
Principal Broker

Our Agency Specializes in
Employer sponsored Health
Benefits and HR resources for
businesses

CONGRATULATIONSCONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR

WINNERS!
Proud supporter of the

Bitterroot Valley Chamber
of Commerce
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Congratulations
to all Chamber Award winners and nominees!

Your contributions inspire and strengthen our community —
we are proud to celebrate you all!

Youmake our community such awonderful place to live andwork.
Proud to be a Legacy Member with

Bitterroot Valley Chamber of Commerce

BUSINESS OF THE YEARBUSINESS OF THE YEAR
UPS StoreUPS Store
Double K RanchDouble K Ranch
Super One FoodsSuper One Foods

BBUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEARUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR
Pam Suarez – Flower HappyPam Suarez – Flower Happy
Dillon Kouf - Double K RanchDillon Kouf - Double K Ranch

NEW BUSINESS OF THE YEARNEW BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
True North Primary CareTrue North Primary Care
City Center MotelCity Center Motel

COMMUNITY ASSET AWARDCOMMUNITY ASSET AWARD
MAPS Media InstituteMAPS Media Institute
Loads of DignityLoads of Dignity
Ravalli ServicesRavalli Services

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARDECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD
Bitterroot College ProgramBitterroot College Program
Ravalli ServicesRavalli Services

UNSUNG HERO AWARDUNSUNG HERO AWARD
Michelle NowlingMichelle Nowling at the Ravalli County Museumat the Ravalli County Museum
Ariella Wells –Ariella Wells – Bitterroot Early Learning NetworkBitterroot Early Learning Network

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEARVOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Nick JahnkeNick Jahnke
Courtney HarteliusCourtney Hartelius
Liliana PenningtonLiliana Pennington
Double Black Diamond GalsDouble Black Diamond Gals

SPARK PLUG AWARD –SPARK PLUG AWARD –
Ryan WilliamsRyan Williams
Darcy HansenDarcy Hansen
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Dyana Canavan, business develop-
ment manager at Partners in Home 
Care, is being honored by the Bit-

terroot Chamber of Commerce with their 
2025 Spark Plug Award.

Canavan has been with Partners in 
Home Care for nearly two years where 
she works with various facilities such as 
doctor clinics, senior living facilities, and 
medical practices.

“I work with facilities providers and 
the community educating people about 
all the different service lines we have,” she 
said. “Right now, we’re also opening, the 
beginning of June, Western Montana’s 
first inpatient hospice center.”

Canavan said the 12-bed inpatient hos-
pice center, located in Missoula, will pro-
vide clinical care and has the potential to 
expand in the future. The center is funded 
by the Hope Foundation and will be oper-
ated by Partners in Home Care.

Canavan is part of the chamber’s Lead-
ership Bitterroot program, which she de-
scribed as “eye-opening.”

“It allows for us to get out and learn 
about all the different organizations and 
companies in the Bitterroot” she said. 
“There’s so much I didn’t know that was 
out there.”

Canavan serves as an ambassador for 
the Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce, at-
tending ribbon cuttings and supporting 

other organizations. She said she appreci-
ates the camaraderie and support within 
the chamber.

“I love the group at the chamber,” Can-
avan said. “They’re very personable, they 
they’re so supportive.

“What I’ve noticed with the chamber 
here in Ravalli County — it’s filled with 
really, a special group of people that I can 
see that they want to watch each other 
succeed, and they’re really genuinely 
happy for each other. And I love being 
part of that,” Canavan said. “I believe in 
lifting others up. I don’t like that good-
old-boy club or anything like that. I really 
like people, and business is a passion of 
mine, so I love it.”

Canavan finds the most rewarding part 
of her involvement with the Chamber of 
Commerce is seeing the smiles on peo-
ple’s faces and watching others succeed.

“It encourages you to do better and do 
more, and it’s just really a part of the com-
munity.” Canavan said. “I’m a veteran. I 
was in the army, and there’s a camarade-
rie of people I’ve always been part of. I 
like being a part of the greater good for 

everybody, because when you see smil-
ing faces and a happy community, that’s 
rewarding.”

SPARK PLUG AWARD: Dyana Canavan
“It encourages you to 
do better and do more, 
and it’s just really a 
part of the community. 
I’m a veteran. I was in 
the army, and there’s a 
camaraderie of people 
I’ve always been part 
of. I like being a part 
of the greater good for 
everybody, because 
when you see smiling 
faces and a happy 
community, that’s 
rewarding.”
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228 W. Main, Hamilton
406-363-5480

Shoutout to our incredible
Chamber Award winners!
You’re rocking it — leading, inspiring,

and making big things happen.
Let’s keep the momentum going!

Where Montana Began
Historic St. Mary’s Mission
Congratulations to all the 2024
ChamberAwardWinners!
Your hard work, leadership, and
commitment to our community inspire
us all.We’re proud to celebrate
your achievements!

MUSEUM,ARTGALLERY & GIFT STORE
315 Charlo St • 406-777-5734 • historicsaintmarys@gmail.com

www.saintmarysmission.org
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The O’Hara Commons and Sustain-
ability Center in Hamilton is being 
honored by the Bitterroot Chamber 

of Commerce with their 2025 Community 
Asset Award.

O’Hara Commons is celebrating its 10th 
year as a nonprofit organization, empow-
ering a resilient community of local grow-
ers and consumers through education and 
resource sharing, particularly focusing on 
local food issues.

“It’s a really special year for this to hap-
pen,” said Executive Director Samantha 
O’Byrne.

“We have a lot of moving pieces on the 
ground, and we are so invested in the com-
munity and in our partnerships and in the 
process of working with people,” she said. 
“We recognize that good, strong programs 
can take a long time to build up over the 
years. We are so honored to have devel-
oped trust within the community and 
with the programs that we develop. We 
are invested in sustainable programs. We 
never want to waste any resources, so we 
put a lot of thought into the due diligence 
and the development of programs that are 
truly a benefit to the community.”The 
O’Hara Commons’ local food programs 
serve over 5,520 households per year and 
benefit more than 65 producers per year. 
They also process more than 40 tons of 
local food per year through their facility.

But none of this could be accomplished 
without the dedication and support of 
their “incredible” volunteers, O’Byrne 
said. In fact, volunteers logged over 1,800 
hours working with the organization.

The O’Hara Commons plans to launch 
a 10% local-food challenge in June. The 
challenge aims to encourage community 
members to invest 10% of their food bud-
get in local foods. O’Byrne called it a fun 
awareness and engagement program for 
community members encouraging them 
to keep their food spending in Ravalli 
County.

“That’s money that’s staying in our 
community and circulating in our com-
munity, so, we’re really excited about 
launching that program,” she said.

The organization has a year-round 
online farmers market, with in-person 
markets from June through September, 
and manages a five-acre mixed fruit tree 
orchard, collaborating with local organi-

zations to improve food access and re-
duce waste.“We’re in our fourth year of 
managing and restoring this old orchard,” 
O’Byrne said. “We use it as an outdoor 
classroom. We use it to get great fruit into 
community members’ houses. We have 
a no waste campaign with our orchard. 
We’re really strong advocates of mini-
mizing food waste. So our old Blue Moon 
orchard, to keep it a sustainable program, 
we have A-grade fruit that we will sell. 
We have B-grade fruit that we donate to 
the community — that’s just a fruit that 
has blemishes. Then the C-grade fruit 
goes to people who are raising animals 

COMMUNITY ASSET AWARD:  
O’Hara Commons & Sustainability Center

JESSICA ABELL, RAVALLI REPUBLIC‌

O’Hara Commons Director of Programs and Outreach MacKenzie Brosious delivers a CSA box to a customer on Thursday, March 27.

Please see O’HARA, Page 14
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and livestock.”
O’Hara Commons has been working to 

build their refrigeration resources and re-
cently received a grant for a refrigerated 
cargo van to enhance food security from 
the Montana Department of Agriculture, 
allowing the organization to shift the fo-
cus to a broader food-hub emphasis.

“So we’re able to work with other food 
hubs and develop distribution routes to 
make sure that our state and our region 
and our community has secure food has 
food security,” O’Byrne said. “That’s our 
focus really, is on local food and preserv-
ing agricultural lands as well as ensuring 
that there’s equitable access to local food, 
because we all know that local food is the 
most nutritious.”

The van will improve efficiency in the 
online farmers market, ensuring a safe 
cold chain for produce. O’Hara Commons 
plans to develop additional food hubs to 

expand local food distribution, especially 
in areas like Darby and Stevensville and 
is starting a pilot program with Western 
Montana Growers Co-op this summer to 
establish a distribution route to Salmon, 
Idaho.

O’Byrne said the Bitterroot Valley 
Chamber of Commerce is a valuable 
resource for community outreach and 
building the local food environment, add-
ing “they’re great partners, and they just 
do so much for the greater community.”

“The Bitterroot Valley Chamber of 
Commerce has just been really a fantas-
tic resource for us in doing outreach, and 
I really appreciate how much interest that 
they have in building the local food en-
vironment, because it’s something that 
we’ve been working really hard on for 
10 years,” O’Byrne said. “To have other 
organizations, especially the Bitter Root 
Valley Chamber of Commerce, join forces 
with us, we are all together going to be 
that much more successful in preserving 
local agricultural lands and these family 
traditions.”

Scyntiya Bower devours a delectable morsel at the O’Hara 
Commons Midweek Farmers Market in Hamilton.

PROVIDED PHOTO BY SAM O’BYRNE‌

O’Hara
From 12
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We are deeply honored to be recognized as the Business of the Year.

Thank you to our incredible community, our loyal guests, and our
amazing team — none of this would be possible without you. Your
support and friendship mean the world to us, and we are excited for

all the memories still to come.
We are proud to call this community home.

With heartfelt thanks,

Eric & Angie

225 Main St, Stevensville • 406-777-6945
Open Wed-Sat 5-10pm • Sunday 9am-3pm

Have you tried our Sunday Brunch?
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Thank you to our Presenting Sponsor

Congratulations toour2024
AnnualChamberAwardWinners!
Our Businesses and Communities thrive because of your
hard work and passion. We thank you for your efforts

and continued support!

406.363.2400 | 105 E Main Street, Hamilton

www.bitterrootchamber.com


