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Valley senator proposes expanding CHIP program

‘I felt compelled to go talk to them. There
are families who are falling through the

!..- Rvom

- Hamion Senator Dale Berry
introduced a bill this weck that

for CHIP fiom 150 percent of the
poverty level to 175 percent.

S0 family of four coukd make
530,000 4 year and be cligible for

- SB 338 is the last of three bill
this seson 1o cxpand eligibity for
the govemment-funded insurance
program.

Te would raise the incom it

wider ~ it woukd encompass a

whole lot more families.”
Sundberg, who has faciliied
the cnrollment of hundreds of
childrenintothe program, said she
wld the. e about personal
children who

Man arrested for
toting shotgun into
Darby saloon
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He allegedly threatened others
in the bar before zeroing in on
‘the victim, 2 man who Fuller said
has been living with him but has

not paid rent nor provided any

winter because the man had been
living in the Darby area in his car

Ravalli County Chief Deputy
Attomney Geoff Mahar said Fuller
may have been under in the influ:
ence of drugs and or akohol disr-
ing the inci

Fuller shiverod and cried as he
sat in court cloaked in a jail blan-
ket. Justice of the Peace Jim
Bailey directed that Fuller reccive
medical treatment if necessary
after his appearance.

Bailey set bail ar $50,000 due
1o Fuller's previous criminal his-
tory  which incl
drunken driving and possessionl
of dangerous drugs convictions.

Mahar said Fuller may have a
felony criminal history and that
other assault charges may be
added as the investigation contin.
ues.

Fuller remains in the Ravalli
‘County Detention Center while
his case procecds.

Planning board maps
public participation
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Community involvement is a
top priority for the
Ravalli  Count

they prepare o
drafta growth pol-
icy for the county.
““The Planning
Wednesd: m;:l‘
ay
at the county
courthouse t dis-

policy depends heavily on the
involvement of dizens

“We feel that it's really critical

that this is a plan

ed by the

cracks!

- Melissa Sundberg,
Ravalli County CHIP director

lies who are falling through the
cracks. CHIP bencfits hard work
ing fmilies that can't come up
with 3 couple hundred dollars for
insurance premiums.”

The bill would also give the
Department of Public Health and
Human Services o limit the
amount or scope of availability,
depending on  available finds,

Berry said.

“The bl raises the cap, 0 the
(Deparmment of Public Health and
Human Services) has the flexibil
ity,” he said

Even with enough money 10
insurc children who fell above the
current income level, the depart
ment would not have the author
ity to do so without the bill

And if a waiting list exists for
CHIP t, the depart-
ment could raise the eligibilty in
onder 0 enroll the poorest chil
dren on the waiting list fin, Berry
said. Eligbilty would change
depending on the amount of
money directed for the program
out of the exccutive budget, and
the number of children on the

according to Mary Dalton, head
of the department’s CHIP and
Medicaid burcau.

Another piese of the bill would
allow the department w pay for
some medical services on a fec-for
service basis rather than through

an insurance plan.

Berry said he was going o
mediate a discussion with Bluc
Cross Blue Shield and medical
officali Thursday  afiernoon
Depament offcials are rying 1o
canvince dentises o sign up for the
program, so the insurance com
pany - the only one in Montana
that insures CHIP members - can
operate on a fee-for-scrvice basis.

The bill will head t0 the Senaie
floor sometime next week, Berry
said.

“I fel fairly confident that it
vill make it,” he sid

Darby Community Library

After making the final payment on the land, Darby Library Board Members set fire to the mortgage Thursday moming,
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Paid in full

Darby’s library board celebrates the retirement of its mortgage
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¢ An aggressive fund-naising
campaign paid off this week for
the Darby Community Public
Library.

Board members bumed their
mortgage documents in clebra
tion Thursday momning after
paying off a $30,000 moriga
on the site of the future Darby
Li

e board purchased four
lots adjacent 1o Town Hall last
March.

“The future Darby Libeary will
evennually stand on the bare
land, but for now, the board is
happy just 1o own the land, free

“It fecls really great,” said

Veryl Kosteczko, chairworman of
the board of trustees

The library board raised
money by selling picces of the
property for $10  square foot -
as long as they were donated
back t the library. There were
also two $10,000 grants: one
from an anonymous donor and
the from Peggy and
Howard Rapp, who gave
510,000 in marching finds.

“The board pur down 5,000
on the purchase and morgaged
the other $30,000 on a five-year
contract. With donations from
individuals and _organizations,
the land was paid in full as of Jan.
10~ years ahead of the purchase

agrecment.
A mecting with Bob Cooper

of the Montana State Library
was scheduled for Thursday
discuss raising funds and build:
ing a library.

“The board is now forming a
building committee but docsn't
have a schedule for the construc
tion, Kosteczko said

An architecr will need 10 be
hired and plans made for the
new library, which will likely
double the size of the curent
libeary.

“This year the board plans to
secure an_ architect and draw
plans for the new building

“The current library is housed
in a Main Street log building
that's less than 500 square fect
and 67 years old.

The downstairs room holds

the book collection and  three
public access compurers, while
the upstairs was remolded in
1994 for a small reading and
mecting room

There building has no plumb
ing, %0 facties are available at
the next-door Darby Town Hall

More than 500 people or
families are registered at the
library, which circulared almost
5,000 tems last year.

“The library operates on a 3.5
mill levy from the Bbrary district
and reccives 1,500 from Ravall
County and about $500 from

One paid scaff member and
volunteers keep the bbrary open
Monday through Friday from 1
pam.to 5 pm.

“ampbell said, not
remote fork in the
ment.

It says something about the kind

of place there in the value of a gravel

it
5

road over a paved road.,” he said.
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