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Johnson Appliance

Bitterroot’'s Best Customer Service -

Home & Commercial Services!
In Home Service for all brands, over the counter parts sales and free advice.

BUY Frigidaire &
Speed Queen Appliances

See them in at our
NEW showroom! o

p Built Better to Last Longer®

= Now Se”il_'g t.\_\(2 fpeed nuiglf_f
" ~o'e Samsung Appliances! o ol-.

""J

142 Canyon Falls Way, Hamilton - Between Super1& the old kmart 4(6-363-3592
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NE FINAL BOW

Hardtimes Bluegrass Fest’s 18th year is last

CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ
christina.rodriguez@ravallirepublic.com

After 18 years of pickin’ and grinnin)
the Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival south
of Hamilton is coming to a close.

Musicians and festival organizers Mike
and Tari Conroy have been married almost
52 years and have played together for most
of that time. Tari says when she met and
married Mike he thought she should be
able to play and put a guitar in her hand
and taught her. They joke she learned to
play against her will.

The couple have decided it’s time to
move on to the next chapter in their lives,
and it’s not as emotional for them as peo-
ple would think.“We’re both just so ready,
we’re kind of wore out,” said Tari. “It’s a
huge amount of effort.”

However, Mike says it will become emo-
tional once the festival starts and all the
memories are brought up by people at-
tending.

“This year our plan is
to have a lot of the ones
that helped us start
it and helped us all
through the years come
back and play have a big
send off.”

Musicians and festival organizers
Mike Conroy

“This year our plan is to have alot of the
ones that helped us start it and helped us
all through the years come back and play
have a big send off,” he said.

The last Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival
will take place July 24-26, 10 miles south
of Hamilton at 424 Forest Hill Road.
There will be 13 bands taking the stage
including Johnny Campbell Band, Ladd
Canyon Ramblers, The Jolley Family,
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Musicians and festival organizers Mike and
Tari Conroy with their dog Polly.

Darby Sirens, Pinegrass and, of course,
the Conroys.Mike’s love of music and
bluegrass started at a young age when
he would play at sixth grade sock hops
in Hamilton and scout around for new
records to listen to. He says there wasn’t
anywhere to buy records in the Bitterroot
Valley so he would have to go to Missoula.

Mike said they had always thought
about starting a real old-timey blue-

Please see BLUEGRASS, Page L4
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BLUEGRASS
FESTIVAL

HAMILTON, MONTANA

Hours-6am-10pm Open 7 days a week
500 South First Hamilton

363-3822
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A musician performs at the 2023 Hardtimes
Bluegrass Festival south of Hamilton.

BlueGrass

From L3

grass festival with one microphone and
one stage, nothing fancy. One day Mike
was talking with a friend on Forest Hill
Road who said they had a place it could
be held. When Mike went to look at the
area he noticed the neighboring property
was timbered and looked like what they
had envisioned.

He asked who owned the property and
found out it was owned by some friends
he knew, the Heilands, who agreed to have
the festival on their property. The first
few years it was held on both the Thomas
Ranch and Heiland Ranch but then moved
to just the Heiland Ranch.Tari said the
festival was given the name “Hardtimes”
because the first year they held it was in
2008 when the economy tanked, the
cost to get in was cheap and reflected the
name.

The first year was small and had a lim-
ited budget and most of the people who
attended were friends of theirs who came
from as far as Idaho and played for a per-
centage of the gate.

“I’m not even sure the numbers, be-
cause we were so new at doing this,” Tari
said. “We really didn’t know what we
needed to do, you know, and I think we
just had a stamp for the back of the hand,
so we didn’t count anything.”

Over the years there have been around
45 bands who have come to play at the
festival and Tari says one of the fun things
they dois have a contest where the crowd
gets to vote for the best band and the band
with most character.She makes huckle-

JESSICA ABELL PHOTOS, RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Local favorites Lochwood perform at the
2023 Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival.

berry jam for the prize with a button that
says, “I done won.”

Tari has been making memory boards
with photos from over the years which
will be set up for display during the fes-
tival this year. She also is lining the back
of the stage with posters from every year.

“It will give people something to do,
walk around and relive the history, or get
to read about it if they hadn’t been there
before,” she said.

Mike says one of his favorite parts of
the festival is Sunday Morning when
they put on a bluegrass gospel show be-
cause it is casual where anyone can sign
up to play or sing. He says he gives music
lessons for a living so a lot of the people
who go on stage are his students, and for
some it is their first time performing on
a stage.Another highlight of the festival
are the jam sessions that happen in the
evening.

“Alot of the festival happens after dark,
that’s when all the bands start playing and
people are roaming around, so much fun
jamming,” Mike said.

The Conroys say no one will be stepping
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17th Annual

Bitterroot Celtic Games
& Gathering

Daly Mansion - Hamilton Montana

Tickets available on-line or at the gate.

www.bcgg.org
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up to take over the festival, and that is the
way they want it.

“T just don’t think anybody could step
in and keep it what we had it built up to be,
and what we’re so proud of, you know?”
said Tari. “The reality of it is it’s hard to
have a traditional bluegrass festival and
they would look at the gate and say well
we need to bring a little different kind of
music in to get people to come. I could
just see that happening, and I couldn’t
live with that. We wanted to go out as it
was, a traditional festival.”

For more information on the Hardtimes
Bluegrass Festival visit www.hardtimes-
bluegrass.com

Christina Rodriguez is a general
assignment reporter and photographer
with the Ravalli Republic in Montana. She
may be reached at christina.rodriguez@
ravallirepublic.com.

Attendees of the 2019
Hardtimes Bluegrass Festival.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY MIKE CONROY

ECLECTIC CAFE

Voted Best
All-Around Restaurant
and Best Chef

900 S 1st Street, Hamilton
. 406-361-8214
&  thespicemt.com
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BITTERRO"
BREWFEsrﬁﬂ

« JULY 26TH38 |
HAMILTON |

Volunteers busily prepare for the 30th
annual Bitterroot Brewfest at the Daly
Mansion in this 2025 file photo.
JESSICA ABELL, RAVALLI REPUBLIC

BITTERROOT
BREWFEST

to celebrate 31
years of beers

CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ

christina.rodriguez@ravallirepublic.com

Bitterroot Brewfest is celebrating 31
years of Montana beers, food and music
from 3 to 9 p.m. on July 25 at the Daly
Mansion in Hamilton.

The family-friendly event, hosted by
the Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce,
costs $40 and includes a commemorative

pint glass and unlimited tastings. Entry is
free for those who are not drinking.

VIP passes will get people early ac-
cess at 2 p.m. for the event as well as a
limited-edition beer stein according to
Bitterroot Chamber of Commerce Execu-
tive Director Jodi Mitchell. She said over
2,500 people attend the event every year
and she is happy to see so many people
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come out. She said people even coordi-
nate family reunions and class reunions
around the event.“Ilove this has brought
the community together for 31 years, the
same weekend every year,” Mitchell said.

This year’s musical entertainment in-
cludes opening act The Benevolents, fol-
lowed by the headliners The Timber Rat-
tlers. Mitchell said last year The Timber
Rattlers could not perform because of the
weather, so they are excited to have them
back.

Some of the food trucks at this year’s
event include Swanson’s Apple Cider
Donuts, The Pattee Wagon, Mr. Gyro,
Zeera, and Amaze N Smoke BBQ. Park-
ing at the Daly Mansion is available but
fills up quickly. A free shuttle service is
available to pick up and drop off people
from the Hamilton High School parking
lot and the public parking lot at Fourth
and Main Streets in Hamilton.

Bitterroot Rides is also available for safe
transportation to Darby, Hamilton, Cor-
vallis, Victor, and Stevensville. Bitterroot
Rides is not a free service and requires
people to pre-schedule rides before the
event by calling 406-529-0625.

Mitchell said the chamber has been try-
ing to put on more events that help local
commerce with increasing traffic to local
businesses, restaurants, and hotels, and
Brewfest is a great way to incorporate
their mission to bring economic vitality
to the area.

“It means a lot we get to bring in music
and on historic grounds, and is kind of a
cool thing,” Mitchell said.
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BREWFEST!S

For more information on Brewfest visit
Bitterroot Brewfest 2026—Bitterroot
Valley Chamber of Commerce. Christina
Rodriguez is a general assignment reporter
and photographer with the Ravalli Republic
in Montana. She may be reached at christina.
rodriguez@ravallirepublic.com.

JESSICA ABELL, RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Hamilton Mayor Dominic Farrenkopf serves beer at the 30th annual Bitterroot Brewfest in

this 2025 file photo.
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BB PRI

Friday, Aug. 7th
3pm-10pm
Main Street
Kids Parade ® 6 pm
Music by Tightline ® 7 pm to 10 pm

Lewis & Clark Park
Music by Cow Sh*t Kate ® 7 pm to 10 pm

‘.f

Kids Activities ' g

Friday & ."
Saturday!
Pig Races

Theme: Udderly Delightful
Saturday,Aug. 8th

7am-10 pm
Main Street
Grand Parade ® 11 am

Lewis & Clark Park
Music by 406 ® 7 pm to 10

Beer Garden
Friday 4pm-10pm

Saturday 12pm - 10pm

Local Breweries!'

THURSDAY, JULY 23,2026 | 7

People line up to sample beers
at the 30th annual Bitterroot
Brewfest in this 2025 file photo.

JESSICA ABELL, RAVALLI REPUBLIC

pm
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PERRY BACKUS, RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Dick Moon of Hamilton kept his 1957 Pontiac Starchief shining Saturday while participating in the 2011 Daly Days car show
sponsored by the BitterRodders Car Club.

JESSICA ABELL, RAVALLI REPUBLIC

A truck with a barbecue grill cooks hamburgers over the rat
rod’s air filter during the 2023 Daly Days car show.

BitterRodders’ Daly Days

car show features classic cars,
swap meet at fairgrounds

CHRISTINA RODRIGUEZ
christina.rodriguez@ravallirepublic.com

The BitterRodders’ Daly Days Car show will
take place from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on July 25 at
the Ravalli County Fairgrounds in Hamilton.

This will be the second year the Bitter-
Rodders Car Club will host the event at the
fairgrounds, where people can gain free entry

and enjoy music and food while looking at
classic cars.

They will also be holding a swap meet
during the event that will include car parts,
unfinished projects, memorabilia and
more.There is a new motorcycle category this
year, and the club hopes to see several bikes
come out to join the cars.

Vice President of the BitterRodders Car
Club Rocky Munroe said the nonprofit club
has been around for 29 years and gives back
to local organizations every year. In the last
three years, the group has given over $21,000
to help local veterans according to Munroe.

“Ireally enjoy doing it,” Munroe said. “It’s
really good for the community and raises

The
Bitterrodders’
O EWAEV
Car show will
take place
from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. on

July 25 at the

Ravalli County

Fairgrounds in
Hamilton.
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awareness for the things they do.”He said
all the money they raise and give away has
to stay within Ravalli County according to
the group’s bylaws.

“It really feels good,” he said. “I’'m re-
tired, and I'm fortunate to be in a position
to help contribute to the community.”

Munroe said there is a diverse group of

iRAVALLI COUNTY
CREDIT UNION

people and cars amongst the club, from
those who build cars in their backyards
to professional shops who restore classic
vehicles. He said the event gives people in
the community a chance to see cars they
wouldn’t be able to normally.Trophies

Please see CAR SHOW , Page L10

W@ %M/ ravallicountyfcu.org/loans @

*APR OAC= Annual Percentage Rate On Approved Credlit. Rate requires a donation of 6 boxes of cereal, a case of boxed food, or a case of canned food. Rate based on creditworthiness and approval.

THURSDAY, JULY 23,2026 | 9

JESSICA ABELL, RAVALLI REPUBLIC
A restored GMC truck at the 2023 BitterRodders’ 2023 Daly Days car show.

gt

EXPLORE MORE &

Glve Back

With Vehicle and Toy Rates
as Low as

4.65%

APR
OAC*
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Car Show

From L9

will be awarded in each category includ-
ing farthest traveled, work in progress,
people’s choice, best motorcycle, best

engine and best of show.

The car show brings in entries from all
over the western U.S. with the furthest
from Virginia according to Munroe.

He said they already are planning next
year’s show because it is the 30th anni-
versary of the club and they are planning

to have a great event in store.He said the
key is to keep having fun and try to make
everything better.

“We try not to make it bigger, because
better will make bigger happen all by it-
self” he said.

For more information visit the Bitter-

RAVALLI SPECIAL SECTION

Left: A car-hop
tray complete
with menu

from Arnold’s
Drive-in sits

in the window
of one of the
entries during
the 2023 Daly
Days car show in
Hamilton.
Right: A woman
looks inside a
restored Chevy
Greenbrier van
during the 2023
Daly Days car
show.

JESSICA ABELL,
RAVALLI REPUBLIC

Rodders’ Car Club on Facebook.Christina
Rodriguez is a general assignment reporter
and photographer with the Ravalli Republic
in Montana. She may be reached at christina.
rodriguez@ravallirepublic.com.
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FULL FACTORY SERVICE CERTIFIED
. TECHNICIANS
HUGE Parts Inventory
Onsite and Offsite Service

o
. . Now is a great hme to take advantage of excephonal fmancmg oﬂers and greal deals 3
: Stop in today! Now is a good time to service your tractor - call Dave today!

Over 36 years serving _
Western Montana

oL i lonT

jycan Powertram QIEIHIE]JUE@Q”

' KUBOTA LLC

7550 Thornton Dr., Missoula, MT ¢ 542-2200 * 1-800-244-4759 ¢ BigSkyKubota.com

implied, or any iabilty from the use of ths material. For more information, see Dealer or go o KubotaUSA.com

Kubota RTV-X1100 equipment

0% Down, 2.99% A PR financing for

USA; subject

f $28.27 per $1,000 financed. Offer

0% Down, 0% AP financing for BX235 and L2501 equipn

0 Dovn, 0% AR financing for up to 48 months on purchases of select new Kubota SVLG5 equipment from participating dealers' n-stock inventory s available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A; subject

U.S.A; subjectto credit approval. Example: 36 monthiy payments of $27.78 par $1,000 financed. Some exceptions apply. Terms subjectto change.

this materil. For see Dealer or

Thi

or Kubotals

dischimer,

Example: 48

26 per $1,000 financed. Offer expires 7/31/2026. For comp!

express or implid,
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SEEYOU AT
The Daly Mansion

PRESERVING THE PAST:

DALY MANSION |

Keeps Bitterroot
History Alive

Long before it became one of the Bitterroot Valley’s most
recognizable landmarks, the Daly Mansion was home to one
of Montana’s most influential families. Today, more than a
century later, it continues to serve a different purpose, con-
necting the community to its history while preserving the
legacy of Marcus and Margaret Daly for future generations.
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The stately 40-plus-room mansion
stands as a reminder of the people who
helped shape the Bitterroot Valley. While
Marcus Daly is remembered as one of
Montana’s famed Copper Kings, his im-
pact reached far beyond mining. His vi-
sion for agriculture transformed the Bit-
terroot Valley through innovative farm-
ing, livestock operations, horse breeding,
and orchard development. Alongside him,
Margaret Daly became known for her gen-
erosity and dedication to the community,
leaving alegacy that extended well beyond
the walls of their home.

Today, the Daly Mansion Preserva-
tion and Trust, works to preserve that
history through educational program-
ming, guided tours, exhibits, and special
events that invite visitors to experience
life at Riverside firsthand. Throughout
the year, the Mansion welcomes school
groups, history enthusiasts, local families,
and travelers eager to learn more about
the people and stories that helped shape
western Montana.

Preserving a historic property of this
size is no small task. Although the Man-
sion is owned by the State of Montana,
it receives no regular operational fund-
ing. Its ongoing preservation depends on
the dedication of volunteers, members,

donors, and community support. That
partnership has allowed the Mansion to
remain a living piece of Bitterroot his-
tory rather than simply a building frozen
in time.

This weekend offers another oppor-
tunity for residents and visitors alike to
step inside one of Montana’s most trea-
sured historic homes. During Brewfest on
Saturday, July 25, the Daly Mansion will
be open for discounted self-guided tours
from 2 to 6 p.m. Volunteer reenactors sta-
tioned throughout the home will bring the
Mansion’s history to life, offering guests
a glimpse into the lives of the Daly family
and those who once worked and lived on
the estate.

Whether it’s a first visit or areturn trip,
walking through the Mansion offers more
than alook at beautiful architecture and
antiques. It provides an opportunity to
better understand the people, vision, and
history that helped shape the Bitterroot
Valley we know today.

As summer brings thousands of people
to the grounds, the Daly Mansion con-
tinues to fulfill its mission, simply as a
historic house, but as a place where the
community can gather, learn, and cel-
ebrate the heritage that defines the Bit-
terroot Valley.

¥
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FULL CARE CLINIC AND
VETERINARY 7 .

DONNA M. LEWIS, DVM

HOSPITAL /

WiiLow Movnan Vererivagy Cunic, pp €ompassionate care to

Providing friendly

pets & Small Farm ani-
mals for over 30 years

1039 Main St, Corvallis

(406) 961-3077
Mon-Friday 8 am-5:30 pm.
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This weekend offers another opportunity for residents and visitors alike to step inside one of Montana’s most
treasured historic homes. During Brewfest on Saturday, July 25, the Daly Mansion will be open for discounted self-
guided tours from 2 to 6 p.m. Volunteer reenactors stationed throughout the home will bring the Mansion’s history to
life, offering guests a glimpse into the lives of the Daly family and those who once worked and lived on the estate.

One Stop Party Shop - Hamilton’s State Liquor Store

CHEER@

UNLIMITED
e Liquor - Craft Beer - Domestic Beer - Wine

e Mixes « Ready to drink Cocktails - Ice « Tobacco
Check out the great selection of cigars in our Humidor

, ch’éer.sunll_mltedmc coml I 8

l mla i ;
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Hamilton’s Biggest Weekend is a cele-
bration of everything that makes the Bit-
terroot Valley special. From stepping back
in time at the Daly Mansion and enjoying
Brewfest to gathering with friends, sup-
porting local businesses, and celebrat-
ing family traditions, it’s a weekend that
showcases the pride, history, and spirit
of our hometown.

For generations, the Ravalli Repub-
lic has had the privilege of telling those
stories.

Long before the festivities begin,
our team is already working behind the
scenes, covering community meetings,
sharing event details, promoting lo-
cal businesses, and helping organiza-
tions spread the word about the events
that bring our valley together. When the
weekend finally arrives, you’ll often find
us doing more than taking photos or writ -
ing stories. Many of our employees vol-
unteer their time, serve on local boards,
support nonprofits, and help organize the
very events we cover.

We don’t just report on this commu-
nity, we’re part of it.

The pages of the Ravalli Republic
tell far more than the day’s headlines.
They celebrate new businesses, student
achievements, local volunteers, cham-
pionship teams, and the traditions that
have become part of Hamilton’s history.
Each edition becomes another chapter in

the story of our valley, preserving today’s
moments for tomorrow’s generations.

Hamilton has always been built on
neighbors supporting neighbors. It’s a
place where businesses invest in one an-
other, volunteers step forward when help
isneeded, and families gather to celebrate
life’s milestones. That same community
spirit has connected the Ravalli Republic
to the Bitterroot Valley for generations.

Our commitment extends well beyond
the newsroom. We believe in showing up,
whether that’s sponsoring local events,
partnering with nonprofits, volunteer-
ing our time, or helping local businesses
share their stories. Supporting our com-
munity has always been part of who we
are because we know that when the Bit-
terroot Valley succeeds, we all succeed.

As Hamilton’s Biggest Weekend cele-
brates the people, places, and traditions
that make this valley so remarkable, we’re
honored to help preserve those memo-
ries. Every photograph, every story, and
every edition captures another piece of
our shared history.

Thank you for allowing the Ravalli Re-
public to be part of your lives and this
community for so many years. We look
forward to continuing to celebrate Ham-
ilton’s successes, support its traditions,
and tell the stories that connect us all for
Hamilton’s Biggest Weekend and every
day of the year.

Bitterroot Dog-0O-Mat

« The Bitterroot's full service dog wash.

* High waist tubs, shampoo, conditioners/detanglers,
towels & dryer.

« The dog wash is a self serve, walk-in pet bathing
business. We can bathe dogs for those who need
assistance. Please call for an appointment.

Open Tuesday-Friday 11 am -6 pm, Sat-Sun 11 am-5pm

285 1st St., Corvallis, In the Red Barn

406-396-4429
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Welcoming
our new
Dr. Megan Marstaeller
‘o W icins Bitterroot Health!
s | IF Dr. Marstaeller will provide
¢ comprehensive pediatric

pediatrician.

il - and teens up to age 18, with
o r A a focus on healthy develop-
ment preventive care, early diagnosis, and

compassionate, patient-centered medicine.

I ittl e p a ti e n ts ! PEDIATRIC SERVICES INCLUDE:

Newborn care & « Contraceptive
circumcisions management options

Well-child checks Routine laboratory

Well-adolescent exams testing (CLIA)
& sports physicals Health education &
Immunizations nutrition guidance

Urgent & preventive care * Medication management

Chronic disease & pre_scrlptlons
management Specialist referrals when

needed

(&
Y

T Bitterroot Health
Bitterroot Health News Pediatrics

Important updates from the one of the nation’s Top 100 Critical Access Hospitals

P WElCﬂME DR. MARSTAELLER!

Bitterroot Health new pediatrician ™

starting soon! L
HAMILTON, Montana — taeller will see patients at degrees in Clmrmstry )r\

Bitterroot Health is proud Bitterroot Health's Hamil-  Philosophy from Carroll

to announce that pedia- t_on and Stevensville loca- College before attending } (406) 363'1100 Or (406) 777_ 6002

Behavioral health
services

Schedule your appointment today

trician Dr. Megan Mars- tions, expanding accessto the University of Wash-
taeller will join the orga- pediatric care across the mgtnn Schooi o Me(h
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