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LISA BAUMANN
Swikpoms

The black bear cub rescued from the
Medicine Creck arca during last year's fi
season will be released Wednesday mom
ing with another abandoned cub from the
Bitterroot

One might sty the wo cubs ~both
born last spring — have lved the good life
in the state’s wildlife shelter in Helena for

the past six months

A black bear cub with bumed paws sits

Bitterroot Since 1889

Burned Bitterroot bruin to be released

Bear will join abandoned friend in man-made den near Choteau

When found, both bears weighed
about 20 pounds. They have since tripled
their weight by eating fruit and dog food.
according to Ron Assheim, Fish Wildiife
and Parks conservation education admin
istrator.

“It's an easier lifc for them,” he said.

The cubs put on weight quickly, but
since they went into hibemation almost
three months ago, they have not eaten,

Aasheim said the bears are probably a

headlines

The burns on his paws caused the bear
10 have trouble walking, according to Joe
Jacquith, a Fish, Wildife and Parks game
warden wha trapped the bear affer it was
discovercd
The bear was fou
and must have burmed his paws while
walking through,” Jacquith said last sum

a burned area

Once in rehabilitation, the bear quickly
recovered, with the bandages coming off

bears by snowmobile for their release 0 a
man-made den about five miles from
Choteau on Wednesday momning.

There is so much interest from the
media, that all the nearby Choteau snow
‘mobile rentals have been claimed for the
day, and some members of the media
remain on the waiting list

“I don’t know how everyone found
” Aasheim said. “People car

out abos
about him.”
Assheim said their hope is that the

in a carrier in Hamilton last August while  bit lasger than cubs in the wild.
it awaited transport to Helena for With third-degree burns on bandaged
e 3 rehabilitation. The bear will be retumed  paws, the small Bitterroot bruin became  his paws, Aasheim said.
LA RAuMAY. vt epustc 10 the wild on Wednesday, famous last August, making national

Dean Vinal ;mTen;bered

feft, and Tim Aston play with eight other trombonists in tribute ta local musician Dean o Vil g Moy
Chapel in Hamilton.

| rombone Chorale meml
's memorial service at Dal

Irombone tribute

Lifelong contributions of Hamilton musician, teacher ra:alled

and interest_in. music,” said Rolly

3
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Peterson, who his musical
career a8 Vinal's ! student in 1951, Their dedication to the community
rombones pliyed tmibute 10 ™ Rally sid he began playing. the in the music program, said

coronet when he was 11 yonddand Seon Soulwick, who wiceedd
changed to the sousaphone Vinal as band director ar Hamilton.
cnth grade. After p’aduarmg g Friccinple e 19605,
school in 1960, Petcrson continucd  Hamilton's music programs were cut
w0 play, and as 0 adult, he played  with the filure of a il levy, and the
along side Vinal in the Community  Vinals were both lid off from their
i jobs, according to Southwick. In
Vil s b of sudears et 0 kecp music sive, the Vil
of playing an instrument as the  loaned a community. music sponsor
S S i bx it o T
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Gini and Dean Vinal.

lmprrviahk Jong cnjoyment

National media will travel with the

just a few weeks after they were placed on  bears will resume  hibemagion once

they’ve been moved and once pature calls,

Valley lawmaker
proposes study
of burning
restrictions

Republican Rep. Rick Laible of Victor
wants t0 know if easing restrictions on con
trolled burns could  gradually improve
i the risk of big,

smoke-producing blazes
"Rules.thar say when open burning an
occur inadvertently

‘a study to see 4 o the buidup
of forest and wild

if there's some  1und fucks, and that

may result in big:
way we can i and more
allow some air quality degrada

4 tion uuxrdlm w©
degradation,  Libies  House
Joint lhu-lumm
ona 2
i1 HJ 21 calls for a
nunimum study of air quality
level ... rather concems and fores:

: management
than risk “So this bil
7 would allow a
:;mf;"";}gl' sudy to sec if
els o) there's some way

_ we can allow some
major degradaion. o0 3
" minimum  leve
degradation 5™ e
i period time,

o the“lr rather an  risk
these high levels of

major degradarion

- Rep. Rick ™ :
Laible, Victor T i "

‘ S The  study

would look at pre
scribed burning, burning of slash piles, and
would touch on agricultural burning, sud
Laible, a member of the House Natural

Buming seasons should be regulated for
air quality reasons, Laible acknewledged, but
he wonders if that “burning window* could
be expanded, spreading stare and private
open bums ou longer in the year, he said.
“so we don't get all that bumning ar once.”

“Let's say 4 logger wants to bum 2 slash
* Laible said. “They can't bum in winter
cause of inversions. At the sume time, all
this el is building up and we have no way o
getid of i

Citing figures he said are from the state
l)qwlrmm of Environmental Quality, last
year's blazes produced 120,000 tons of
nitrous axide, compared with 32,000 tons of
the stuff sent skyward ar Coal Strip’s electri
cal generating facilities, Laible said.

He sid his proposed sudy could be
expanded o ook at altermarives. uses. for
forcsts fuch, such as powcring clectrical gen
eration flitics.

Pinesdale voters approve new water policy

vered voter fist 50 they coulkd study it took place in the Pinesdale chapel, voters

fiore the vore, reccived neon yellow pieces of paper used
“It helpod this hearing and helped  in the voting proces.

tw undentand how the poicy In approving the poliy, vorens were

~ Faye Hamen ek and recomlr ke t6 e thie s while hokding

=T i anly 45 the yellow paper, acconding to Hansen.

Starr Rerouren
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