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Bitterroot Since 1889

State looks at last trickle of water rights requests
Mitchell Slough, Bitterroot River requests are the last after 1999 basin closure

BUDDY SMITH

Nearly two years after lawmakers tem
poranly wmed off the wp 10 surfice
water in the Bitterroot Basin, a half
dozen water requests remain unfinished
business.

Now state: e st vil y
nasrow that list 1o

Department of ] Hmur.u Resources and
Conscrvation officials are considering
four new permits to tap Mitchell Slough
and Bitterroot River warer and one
request to change a water right at Ken
md_r::iy S;T:J 's Stevensville-arca ranch.

Siebels want to devel ions

of their ranch, inclu e &
pits, into fish and po
Hicial wetlands, officials said

The new requests are for three diver.
sions from the east branch of Mitchell

Slough, one diversion from the middie
branch of Mitchell Slough, and onc
Bitterroot River diversion.

Lawmakers in 1999, led by Victor
Republican Jim Shockiey, temporarily
closed the Bitterroot Basin to new surfice
water rights while the watcr courts cxsen
tially sort out how much s left for use.

“The five water requests that will be the
subjectof a public meeting next week are
applications received before the legisla

id Paick Ryan, a department

In addition to the Sicbel applications,
officials have yet to consider one other
request for surfice watcr from an

unnamed tributary on the west side of

the Bitterroot River, he said

Wh call M) e

A draft
finished and a public mecting is sched
uled for Feb. 14, at Stevensville City Hall
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Mitchell Slough’s waters have recenly
been debated over arc a separate matter,
aired at 2 public mecting in January
Under consideration by the Bintermoot
Conservation District is whether permit
are required for work wichin Mirchell's
banks. In their environmental asscssment
for the new water rights, state officials
ouched on that scparate issuc, Ryan said

But the outcome of the conscrvation
district’s decision, whether Mitchel is a
stream or a ditch, has no bearing on the
four water requests the state is consider
ing now, he said.

ter hhm processing water rights, he sl
could be wastc water

uulld be the Bitterroot. River,

said. “Whether i's alled an apple or an

onnge, we look at it as water.”

Some ponds thatare part of the Sicbel
project application were orginally holes
from old previous gravel mining that
have partially filled with groundwater,
Ryan said

He said the Siebels want t rehabilitate
and shape the banks and try to create
habitat for fish and wildlife thar would
inhabit the area, including planting new
vegetation and landscaping.

Additionally, the Sicbels have submit
ted anapplication to changze 1 1978 water

Bitterroot Valley of Montana Performing Arts Guild

‘There is no
funding and

Melinda Estus practices a solo she will perform during this weekends benefit concert for the Bitterroot Vall
have been dwmuguvhed for 20 young dancers to accompany a piano concert by Russell Perri Saturday evening at the Hamilton High School Performing Arts Center.

Giving a boost to valley arts

Group hopes to increase opportunities with scholarships and performing arts

KATJA STROMNES-ELIAS
RmmcEoon

And just what does art do for kids?

That's a question  that begs answers in
Ravali Gouney, ccording 0 the irerroot

Performing Arts Guild

.mnuvm.i by six local women.

“They are building an cscalating structure
of scholarships and 8 arts oppor-
tunitics for the current and future genera-

ience

mm:m:mamm
be guid

said, and so

vmumuppu, fur .mm 10 broaden
expericnce of crease their
xlhmnmhmﬂumdudwukm

Lebowitz poinied to Ravalli County sta-
tistics showing an increase in juvenike crime,

and markedly so among girls.
“It goes back to that,” she said. “We
started recognizing the need for some posi-
tive alternative programs.

Individual families are lefi to pay for les
sons in the arts, and that is not always possi
ble, Lebowitz said.

“There is no funding and a lot of incred
ibly talented youth in this valley,” she said.
Lebowitz also pointed o Montana Arts
Council literature, which says that develop-
ing math and language skills improve when
a student studics the arts.
For example, students involved for four
years or more in the arts out-perform their
"o orts” peass on the SAT, acorteg o
¢ Examination Board.

the College:
And at :h:Bmwnxa Dance Academy, for

the advanced dance students
l‘xuﬂz375uh@||trm'ad:|uimnmg:
Lebowitz said

vares sonts
ey of Montana Performing Arts Guild. Six performances

- Ravall Repablc

The community benefits when kids
spend their time in healthy actvities, and
performances are a joy for audiences, she
said.

Satunday night, for example, the guild
presents their second showease in two
months. In December, the “Nutcracker”
‘was performe
Tmmm:opm in the Hamilon

H-ah
Piano Man’s Serenade” is a fund-raiser that
includes hors d'ceuvres, gourmer coffee
and desers.
Ilmulunmnhwplllmnh)ulb e
bowitz. said

right permit to add a point of diversion to
divert watcr from the Bitterroot River via
the Mitchell Slough to the permitted 87.
acre place of usc.

Meanwhile, Wednesday's meeting will
allow time fior comment on the draft EA
and for discussion of any impacts not
addressed in the document, Ryan said
Comments received at the meeting, or
anytime during the 30-day comment
period, will be considered and incorpor
rated into a final EA, a document and
cssentially a decision that will be pub
lished shorty afier the comment peried.

About 35 people attended the first
meeting on the water requests lare last
vear, Ryan said

Bitterroot

snowpack
59 percent
of average

BUDDY SMITH
S e

Mountain snowpack is ligging at
nearly half of the average for February in
the Bitterroot basin, though a fresh past
ing this week boosted sparse mountain
accumulations.

1t too carly, however, 1o size up the
next firc scason based on snow-water
content alone, the state’s fire coordina
tor said. But he acknowledges this isn’t a
ood start

Snowy days stll lie ahead, but based
on snawpack surveys from last month
the Biterroor watershed has some catch

8 up to do, said Roy Kaiser, 3 hydrolo
gist for the Natural Resources and
Conservation Service in Bozeman.

Mountain snowpack on Feb. 1 in the

rroot. basin was 53 percent of last
*s aceumulation, and 33 percent of a

Sor SNOWPACK, Puge 6

Bail raised

The Corvallis man who denies an
alleged eriminal alias appeared in Disirict
Court Wednesday afier a depury artomey
reqested it i bl b ki tmexe 1
cigght times the onginal amount

Ravalli County Chief D:;nlh Artomey

told the judge that a Scotts

. wamnt for Ronald Ray

* had been recendy raised from

$50.000 10 $500,000 and he requested
that buil reflect that change.

Bail for Richard Duane Ashford, who
authorities believe s also known as Nance,
was previously st at $60,000, which cov.
cred the California warrant and a $10,000
Washingeon warrant

Mahar said he didn’t know why bail was

Sev BAIL, Page 6
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