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The Chadron State College 
Distinguished Writer Series 
will feature Jonis Agee, recipi-
ent of the 2022 One Book One 
Nebraska, in two presentations 
Nov. 3. Agee will read from her 
novel, The Bones of Paradise, 

from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the 
Student Center. The free, pub-
lic book discussion will cover 
the issues the novel raises about 
living in western Nebraska, ac-
cording to organizers of the event 
Dr. Matt Evertson and Markus 
Jones. Agee will also give a pub-
lic reading in the Sandoz Center 

at 6 p.m. The presentation will 
be broadcast online at chadron-
state.tv.

An Omaha native, Agee teaches 
creative writing at the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln. She earned 
a bachelor’s at The University of 
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Quick work
Cardinals get off to fast start   PAGE B1

Visual history
Film festival provides backgrounds, 
stories   PAGE A4

MARK DYKES

A three-day trial is expected 
for Chadron’s fi rst homicide in 
more than a decade, with the 
trial beginning Tuesday, Oct. 26

Twenty-year old Ian Little 
Moon, also known as Sage Little 
Moon, is charged with fi rst-de-
gree murder, a Class I felony, and 
felony use of a deadly weapon, 
a Class II felony. The charges 
stem from his alleged shooting 
of 72-year-old John Martinez 
in the early morning of July 23, 
2021.

Little Moon is represented by 
Dawes County Public Defender 
Becca Chasek and the Nebraska 
Commission of Public Advocacy. 
Assistant Attorney General Doug 
Warner is acting as lead prose-
cutor.

Martinez, the victim in the in-
cident, was in a relationship with 
Little Moon’s sister Reva. She 
and her four children, who called 
Martinez their father, were in the 
house at the time of the shooting 
in a downstairs bedroom.

Offi  cers were fi rst informed of 
the shooting at about 1:56 a.m. 
July 23. While en route an offi  cer 
was informed the suspect Little 
Moon had left the residence.

Offi  cers located Martinez in 
the lower level of the residence 
with a wound to his head. A re-
sponding rescue unit checked for 
signs a life but found none, and 
Martinez was later pronounced 
dead.

One of the children told offi  -
cers they saw Little Moon come 
downstairs and wake up Marti-
nez, who asked him what he was 
doing before Little Moon shot 
him in the head. A loaded AR 
style rifl e with blood on it was 
on the fl oor next to the bed. A 
second AR rifl e was previously 
located in the home as well, and 
Reva said it was her brother’s 
though it was not the one he 
used.

Other offi  cers spoke with 
Spencer High Hawk, a friend of 
Little Moon who said they were 
together earlier in the evening. 
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Monday night, the Chadron 
City Council formally accepted 
the resignation of City Manager 
John Sutherland.

Sutherland, who had come out 
of retirement to take the position 
on June 1, 2021 after the resigna-
tion of Greg Yanker at the end of 
2020, stated in a letter to council 
that he was grateful to serve the 
citizens of Chadron, but that he 
“no longer [has] the energy to 
successfully discharge the duties 
of the position to my satisfaction.”

Though the letter states 
Sutherland’s intent to resign ef-
fective Oct. 28, council approved 
his request to be done Oct. 25, as 
it is the end of the pay period and 
would make it less complicated 
to not have to pay him for one or 
two days.

Following the council’s ap-
proval of the resignation, it was 
decided to appoint Tom Menke 
as interim city manager. Menke 
already serves as utilities superin-
tendent, as well as the president of 
the Chadron Public Schools Board 
of Education. Though a formal 
contract is expected at the fi rst 
council meeting in November, 
the process to begin searching 

for a new offi  cial city manager 
was postponed until after the 
new council is seated, following 
the Nov. 8 general election.

Prior to accepting the resig-
nation, there was some concern 
expressed of how Sutherland 
has been handling the personnel 
manual update, particularly in 
keeping the council informed on 
progress. During his report to the 
board, Sutherland said there are 
a lot of redundancies in the cur-
rent personnel policy, and he’s 
received a recommendation for a 
law fi rm that specializes in per-
sonnel policies and law, and they 
have cleaned the document up.

He is looking to have a doc-

ument in hand that has a good 
starting point, which can then be 
taken around to supervisors and 
employees to get feedback and 
direction.

Council member Miles Ban-
nan said he was unaware this was 
happening. He knew there was 
discussion of diffi  culties with 
the personnel manual, and he 
was surprised the council did not 
know it was going forward.

Sutherland said it was his un-
derstanding that everyone knew 
it was moving forward, and vari-
ous council members have shared 
some action was needed so he 
“took the bull by the horns and 
did something.”

Council Member Joe John-
dreau understood Sutherland 
was instructed to take action, 
and expressed his appreciation to 
Sutherland.

Bannan said the council should 
be involved with determining 
the direction of the policy. There 
hasn’t been a lot of discussion 
about simply being presented 
with a fi nal document to vote on, 
he added, though it’s happened 
several times and is not something 
he enjoys.

Zoning/Building Offi  cial Janet 
Johnson emphasized that revising 
the personnel policy and manual 
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During halftime at Friday night’s game, Homecoming King Orlando Carmago-Luz hands fl owers to Queen Blaine Tewahade. Looking on behind the 
pair are, from left, Rhett Cullers, Norah Winckler, Sophia Wess and Xander Provance.
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HIGH SCHOOL ROYALTY

The Crawford Community 
Building was full on Sunday, 
October 16, as the Dawes County 
4-H Program celebrated their 
“Roping the Future with 4-H” 
at their annual achievement 
celebration. Current members, 
leaders, volunteers, and sup-
porters were honored during the 
afternoon program as everyone 
joined together to share a dessert 
bar and fellowship.

The afternoon began with in-
troductions by Master of Cer-
emonies, Tessa Reece, Dawes 
County

4-H Extension Assistant. 
Veteran Honor Guards, Stan 
Campbell & Glen Kotschwar, 
posted the colors, standing at 
attention as 4-H Council youth 
member Morgan Schommer led 
the group in the Pledge of Al-

legiance, followed by the 4-H 
Pledge. Grace Pyle, 4-H Council 
youth member gave the invoca-
tion. An election was held to fi ll 
two adult positions on the 4-H 
Council and fi ve youth positions. 
The new members elected were 
Buff y Allred and Kris Vahren-
kamp as fi rst term members. 
Morgan Schommer, Grace Pyle, 
Alexa Tollman, Mahayla Allred, 
and Kade Keim were elected to 
fi ll the open youth positions.

Everyone who attended en-
joyed a wide variety of desserts 
provided by Dawes County 4-H 
families. Thank you to North-
west Rural Public Power District 
for providing napkins and cups.

One of the afternoon’s high-
lights was honoring the Senior 
Royalty made up of outgoing se-
niors and crowning a 4-H King 
and 4-H Queen. This year’s royal 
court included Caden Galbraith, 
Mahayla Allred, Hailey Lien, and 
Kaylie Phillips. Caden Galbraith 

was crowned the king and Kay-
lie Phillips the queen. Other 4-H 
seniors that did not participate in 
the royal court include: Braden 
Underwood and Caroline Butler.

Nomination awards honor-
ing individuals or businesses 
that made a signifi cant im-
pact, impression, or contribu-
tion throughout the year were 
awarded to the following:

Buff y Allred, Key Leader 
Award, sponsored by the Dawes 
County 4-H Foundation; Jeremy 
Anderson, Helping Hand Award 
given in memory of Robert and 
Nellie Hawthorne, sponsored by 
Bob and Judy Hawthorne; Secu-
rity First Bank- Chadron, 4-H 
Appreciation Award; Melissa 
Nicholson, Outstanding 4-H 
Alumni: Marisa Betson, Heart 
of 4-H Award; Alexa Tollman, 
Grace Pyle, & Morgan Schom-
mer, Youth Leadership Award; 
Garett Tollman & Miranda Bet-
son, Outstanding 4-H Members 

of the Year; Mahayla Allred, Out-
standing Jr. Leaders of the Year; 
Corn Valley, Outstanding 4-H 
Club of the Year. These awards 
were sponsored by generous do-
nations to the 4-H Council.

Membership pins were also 
awarded to the following:

Clover Kid Membership:
Braxton Bronson, Tinley Les-
meister, Wyatt Redden, Bensyn 
Gooder, Ike Nitsch, Richard An-
derson, Stella Scherbarth, Reid 
Sellman, Mayley Barry, Emily 
Cullan, Caule Gibbons, Claire 
Norman, Huston Nitsch, Wyatt 
Katen, Luke Bruns, Craig Butler, 
Harper Ebmeier, Abner Rockhill, 
Lillian Keithly, Timothy Wilkin-
son, Reese Watson, Kaydence 
Mader, Blair Nordick, Emersyn 
Huber, Emery Serbousek, & 
Mackatie Anderson

First Year Membership:
Suzy Muir, Dalton Huber, Rhett 

Dawes County 4-H Achievement Banquet
‘Roping the Future 

with 4-H’
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