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According to Supreme Court 
Justice Jonathan J. Papik, the Ju-
dicial Nominating Commission 
for County Court Judge in the 
12th Judicial District — consist-
ing of Banner, Box Butte, Chey-
enne, Dawes, Deuel, Garden, 
Grant, Kimball, Morrill, Scotts 
Bluff , Sheridan, and Sioux 
Counties — will have a public 
hearing in the Bordeaux Room 
at the Chadron State College 
Student Center at 1:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 27. At the hear-

ing, the commission will receive 
information on the qualifi ca-
tions of candidates to fi ll the 
County Court Judge vacancy 
created with the retirement of 
Judge Russell W. Harford on 
Aug. 31.

Earlier this month, the Ne-
braska Judicial Resources Com-
mission approved fi lling the 
seat. Since Judge Harford’s re-
tirement, Judges Paul Wess and 
Randin Roland have taken over 
the caseloads. Judge Wess has 

been handling cases in Sheridan 
and Sioux counties, while shar-
ing the Dawes County caseload 
with Judge Roland

The primary place of offi  ce for 
the judicial vacancy is Chadron.

Individuals interested in ap-
plying for the position can obtain 
a Judicial Vacancy Application 
package from the Nebraska Ju-
dicial Branch Web site at https://
supremecourt.nebraska.gov/

October application deadline for judge vacancy

SPORTS  B1 CLASSIFIED  B6

Volume 138, 

Issue 38

Copyright 2022

Lee Enterprises

$1.50 

Go Big
Amazing plays get Chadron win   PAGE B1

Going to the dogs
Obedience classes start next month  
PAGE A4

MARK DYKES

More than 75 veterans and 
family members attended the 
inaugural Veterans Memorial 
Flight reunion picnic on Sunday, 
sharing stories about themselves 
and the fl ights they took through 
local non-profi t, Veterans Me-
morial Flight Inc.

During Sunday’s picnic, Rob 
Wahlstrom provided some in-
formation as to how the pro-
gram came to be in Chadron. He 
noted attorney Marty Connealy 
was watching a program about 
National Honor Flight, created 
to take WWII veterans to Wash-
ington, D.C. and the WWII Me-
morial. He was inspired, and 
contacted Wahlstrom to set up a 
similar program for local WWII 
veterans, like Wahlstrom’s fa-

ther.
“That’s how all this kind of 

started,” Wahltrom said, and the 
program began in 2012. They ran 
it until 2015 out of Connealy’s of-
fi ce, he said, with the fi rst fl ight 
receiving a $10,000 donation to 
get started.

Wahltsrom knew it would be 
tough, as he estimated it would 
cost $15,000 to $17,000, to take 
10-12 veterans and guardians to 
D.C. “It was the biggest fund-
raiser I’ve ever been a part of,” 
he said.

A $17,000 donation helped keep 
things rolling the second year, and 
they did a total eight fl ights while 
the program was in their charge. It 
was then taken over by The Amer-
ican Legion, and is now headed up 
by a local board.

There have been 13 total 
Flights, and Wahlstrom com-
mended a town of 5,700 for 
doing so many, keeping on par 
with the big organizations in 
Colorado and eastern Nebraska 
that also provide Flights.

“I think it’s tremendous to be 
able to show our appreciation to 
our veterans over the years.”

George Klein, Army veteran 
and treasurer for Veterans Me-
morial Flight Inc., asked the 
veterans gathered if they could 
recall when they fi rst entered 
military service. For him, it 
was Aug. 13, 1968 when he got 
on a bus in David City to go to 
Omaha, then on a plane to Fort 
Lewis, Wash.

“I appreciate the opportunity 
to be able to do this,” Klein said. 

He also introduced Board Pres-
ident Larry Kix, Vice President 
Vicki Kotschwar, Secretary Barb 
Reed and board members Pat 
Mracek and Lennie Johnson

Klein also expressed great ap-
preciation to Veterans Service 
Offi  cer Gary Bridges and what he 
has contributed to the program.

As to the history of the Honor 
Flight Network, Klein said it 
began in Ohio by a private pilot 
who visited with people about 
visiting the memorials; many he 
spoke to said they’d not had the 
opportunity. He was able to get 
together with other pilots, and 
the inaugural Honor Flight took 
off  in 2005. The transition to, and 
partnership with, commercial 

MARK DYKES

On Saturday, Oct. 1, the Har-
vest Moon Fall Festival will of-
fi cially be a decade old. Though 
the festival has called Chadron 
home since 2020, it originated in 
Hemingford. Committee Mem-
ber Julie Lawrence isn’t planning 
anything special to celebrate the 
milestone, but this year’s event 
will have some new additions. 
All festival activities are based 
around the Dawes County Fair-
grounds.

As Harvest Moon coincides 
this year with the Chadron State 
College Homecoming, the CSC 
Drum Line under the direction 
of Dr. Richard Puzzo will per-
form following the parade, at 
10:30 a.m.

One of the favorite events, the 
Chadron State Women’s Basket-
ball Connect Four, will not make 
a return. The game is going in-
stead to the college’s Home-
coming activities, but Lawrence 
is prepared. Instead of Connect 
Four, pairs will play Tic-Tac-Toe. 
Players will have to make baskets 
in order to place their chosen 
shape on the board.

Another interesting sport for 
this year’s festival is Human 
Foosball, which looks to be just 
as it sounds — the traditional ta-
ble game played on a much larger 
scale.

Lawrence emphasized there 
is no confl ict between her event 
and Homecoming, and even ex-
tended an invitation to those vis-
iting from Colorado to check out 
the festival before the big game.

The Air Link helicopter will 
also make an appearance, fl y-
ing in at 11 a.m. west of the fair-
grounds crow’s nest.

Another addition is the ax 
throwing competition for chil-
dren and adult divisions. Wrist-
bands which allow for all-day 
throwing are available at the 
Chadron Chamber of Commerce 
for $20. Otherwise, the cost is $5 
for three throws at the event.

A big part of this year’s festival, 
Lawrence said, is the health fair 

Harvest 
Moon 
celebrates 
10 years

MARK DYKES

Monday evening, with Mayor 
Mark Werner absent, the Chad-
ron City council approved several 
motions to fi nalize the budget for 
the fi scal year starting Oct. 1.

The fi rst action by council was 
to adopt the fee ordinance.

The water utility fee increases 
are:

0-300 cubic feet: increase from 

$1.85 to $2.04 per 100 cubic feet
301-5,000 cubic feet: increase 

from $1.95 to $2.15 per 100 cubic 
feet

5,001-10,000 cubic feet: in-
crease from $2 to $2.20 per 100 
cubic feet

Greater than 10,001 cubic feet: 
increase from $2.05 to $2.26 per 
100 cubic feet

Golf course water rates are also 
increased to:

0-300 cubic feet: increase from 
$0.18 to $0.20 per 100 cubic feet

301-5,000 cubic feet: increase 
from $0.19 to $0.21 per 100 cubic 
feet

5,001-10,000 cubic feet: in-
crease from $0.20 to $0.22 per 
100 cubic feet

Greater than 10,001 cubic feet: 
increase from $0.21 to $0.23 per 
100 cubic feet

Minimum charges for water 
meters increase as follows: 5/8”, 
from $10.40 to $11.44; 3/4”, from 
$14.30 to $15.73; 1”, from $18.70 to 
$20.57; 1.5”, from $34.10 to $37.51; 
2”, from $51.15 to $56.27; 3”, from 
$71.78 to $78.96; 4”, from $138.88 
to $152.77; and 6”, from $270.88 to 
$297.97.

Water service disconnect/re-
connect for non-payment in-

creases from $35 to $38.50. After 
hours disconnect/reconnect, as 
well as any other after hours call, 
increases from $100 to $110.

The turn on/off  fee also in-
creases from $10 to $11, and the 
late fee — applied to the water 
and sewer portion of the bill on 
the 16th of each month, goes from 
$15 to $16.50.

Commercial fi re sprinkler taps 
would go from $75.50 $82.50 an-
nually, and the Calvary Cemetery 
annual usage fees would go from 
$450 to $495. While there is no 
change to the fee scheduled for 
Saturday burials, it was noted 

that these must be completed at 
the cemetery by noon, or else the 
afternoon services fee applies. At 
$500, the afternoon fee is double 
to $250 morning rate.

Another change to the fee 
schedule is a building permit 
refund of actual labor costs, at a 
minimum of $100. Animal board-
ing fees would also increase to $20 
per day, from the previous $7.

New fees on the list for the fi scal 
year are for the City Transit pro-
gram. These are: $1 for a one-way 
trip, $10 for a ride to the airport; 

Council finalizes 2022-23 budget

MARK DYKES 

Nobody was leaving hungry from the Veterans Memorial Flight picnic last Sunday. Thee vent brought together veterans who have taken the 
honorary fl ight to Washington, D.C., as well as families and guardians. During the meal, several were heard speaking highly of not only the fl ight, 
but the bus trips to the airport and the support from the community.

Picnic brings together 
flight participants

City manager 

speaks to using tax 

dollars responsibly
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