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MARK DYKES

This week marks the fi nale 
of the 2022 Bands on Bordeaux 
season, with the Aug. 18 encore 
show featuring Nathan Dean & 
the Damn Band out of Phoenix.

Though originally “Nathan 
Dean & No Quiet Hours”, the 
band gained a new name based 
on people’s reactions when they 
returned to a town they’ve played 
before. Dean noted it was often, 
“Oh no, that damn band’s com-

ing back to town. My liver’s going 
to hurt.”

Front man Dean began the 
band in 2005, and drummer Bill 
Bogan has been with him the 
longest — 14 years. Other mem-
bers are guitarist Kody Rein and 
bassist Chris Duke.

Last year, the band performed 
but had to pack up early due to 
the rain. Dean noted they fi rst 
played Chadron in 2015, and have 
enjoyed the people and city of 

Chadron, as well as the stage set 
up for the Bands event since it al-
lows them to see all of the crowd.

In the past year, Dean said 
things are starting to fi nally get 
back to normal and pre-pan-
demic. “We’ve been plugging 
away pretty hard,” he said. 
They’ll be headed for Maine 
next week, hitting a large part of 
the U.S. on a tour that began in 

Nathan Dean returns to Chadron
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MARK DYKES

While many were riding mo-
torcycles on their way up the 
Sturgis rally, Brayten Brueckner 
was competing at the national 
level of motocross in Hurricane 
Mills, Tenn.

The son of Jessica and Michael 
Brueckner, Brayten qualifi ed ear-
lier this year for the 41st annual 
Loretta Lynn National Champi-
onships, held at the Lynn family 
ranch.

Jessica and Brayten explained 
for her son to qualify he had to 
fi rst compete and place in the 
top 10 in area qualifi er races, 
then place in the top four in Re-

gionals. Brayten’s Regional qual-
ifi er was in Delta, Utah, though 
he saw plenty of the country on 
road trips to other qualifi ers in 
Wisconsin, Colorado, Kansas 
and Oklahoma.

This year is the fi rst Brayten 
has qualifi ed for the national, 
and with the bike safely stowed 
in the toy hauler camper, the 
family journeyed 18 hours for 
the 10-day trip. Jessica noted 
the event itself was a week long, 
Aug. 1-6.

Brayten competed in the 7-9 
age division of the 65 cc modi-
fi ed bike class. He further added 
his bike was modifi ed by sponsor 

Clint Backlund of Torez Motor-
sports, who mounted the engine 
to make it faster and smoother. 
Each class has two divisions, Jes-
sica said, one for stock and one 
for modifi ed.

As for his connection with 
Backlund, Brayten said it started 
with is riding KTM 50 cc bikes 
then moving to the Cobra bikes, 
which Backlund sells. Because 
Brayten was turning in some fast 
times, Backlund took an interest 
and decided to sponsor him.

Though he still rides the local 
Chadron track, Brayten spends a 
lot of time on the track at Craw-
ford, which they rebuilt for prac-

tice. The family also has some 
land out of town they utilize.

Because of how diff erent the 
tracks are at the bigger races, 
Jessica explained they also take 
Brayten to Colorado to prac-
tice since the dirt is diff erent. 
“Around here,” she said, “it tends 
to be packed down and hard. 
When you get to the bigger races 
it’s really deep and muddy.”

Now 10 years old, Brayten has 
been riding since he was three 
and competed in his fi rst race 
when he was four. “Once you 
get into the sport, it’s hard to get 

It’s time for school again! Au-
gust is here and summer is draw-
ing to a close, which means the 
Chadron Public School district 
is set to start a new school year 
this week. The Chadron Police 
Department hopes everyone had 
an enjoyable summer, and would 
like to pass on some friendly re-
minders before the fi rst day of 
school.

With school in session, there 
will be an increase of pedestrian 
and vehicular traffi  c. Every-
one is asked to please be more 
watchful and vigilant with the 
increased volume of pedestrian 
traffi  c, particularly when stu-
dents are walking to and from 
school. Some school buildings 
have open campus for lunch as 
well, so have care at lunch times 
as well. It is always a good idea 
to be extra cautious when driving 
by the schools at any time during 
school hours. With heavy vehicle 
traffi  c it can be diffi  cult to see a 
pedestrian until it is too late.

State law requires that the 
driver of any vehicle must yield 
right of way to pedestrians in 
crosswalks, so please ensure 
children are able to cross the 
streets safely. Many students do 
walk great distances to and from 
school, so please be mindful all 
throughout town.

Drivers are also reminded of 
the speed limit in the marked 
school zone during school 
hours. On school days, the 
speed limit in the school zone 
is 15 miles per hour from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. The school zone will 
be strictly enforced by law en-
forcement. In addition to the 
speed limit, there were several 
new stop signs put in at inter-
sections around our schools last 
spring.

Chadron can be a hectic place 
to drive at times, especially 
during school drop off  and pick 
up. Remember to give a little 
extra time to get to destinations 
and take a second look. And as 
always please remember to wear 
seatbelts.

Make this a safe, educational 
and enjoyable school year.

For any questions regarding 

School 

resumes 

this week

MARK DYKES

Monday night, the Chadron 
City Council, with council mem-
ber Joe Johndreaux absent, ap-
proved the fi rst reading of the fee 
ordinance and budget appropria-
tions for the 2022-23 fi scal years.

Water utility fees will again see 
an increase in the coming year, at 
a rate of about 10%. It was em-
phasized at the meeting that this 
will result in only a $2-3 increase 
for most water bills. The utility 
fee increases are broken down as 
follows:

0-300 cubic feet: increase from 
$1.85 to $2.04 per 100 cubic feet

301-5,000 cubic feet: increase 

from $1.95 to $2.15 per 100 cubic 
feet

5,001-10,000 cubic feet: in-
crease from $2 to $2.30 per 100 
cubic feet

Greater than 10,001 cubic feet: 
increase from $2.05 to $2.37 per 
100 cubic feet

Golf course water rates are also 
increased to:

0-300 cubic feet: increase from 
$0.18 to $0.20 per 100 cubic feet

301-5,000 cubic feet: increase 
from $0.19 to $0.22 per 100 cubic 
feet

5,001-10,000 cubic feet: in-
crease from $0.20 to $0.23 per 
100 cubic feet

Greater than 10,001 cubic feet: 
increase from $0.21 to $0.24 per 
100 cubic feet

Other increases for water util-
ities are the minimum charge 
for meters: 5/8” increases from 
$10.40 to $11.44; 3/4”, from $14.30 
to $15.73; 1”, from $18.70 to $20.57; 
1.5”, from $34.10 to $37.51; 2”, from 
$51.15 to $56.27; 3”, from $71.78 
to $78.96; 4”, from $138.88 to 
$152.77; and 6”, from $270.88 to 
$297.97.

Water service disconnect/re-
connect for non-payment will 
increase from $35 to $38.50. After 
hours disconnect/reconnect, as 
well as any other after hours call, 

increases from $100 to $110.
The turn on/off  fee also in-

creases from $10 to $11, and the 
late fee — applied to the water 
and sewer portion of the bill on 
the 16th of each month, goes from 
$15 to $16.50.

Commerical fi re sprinkler taps 
would go from $75 50 $82.50 an-
nually, and the Calvary Cemetery 
annual usage fees would go from 
$450 to $495.

New fees on the list for the fi scal 
year are for the City Transit pro-
gram. These are: $1 for a one-way 
trip, $10 for a ride to the airport; 
$5 one way or $10 round trip to 
Chadron State Park for the annual 

celebration or to Crawford for the 
Independence Day Parade; $1 one 
way for CSC rodeos and concerts.

There is also an off er of $20 for 
a pass, which would give two free 
rides for a total 22.

Transportation Supervisor Ju-
lie Lawrence noted that, based on 
the average rides over the year, the 
money these fees would bring in 
an estimated $8,100 for the year. 
Lawrence further added the aver-
age ride cost in comparative com-
munities such as Sidney, Kimball 
and Scottsbluff  is $1.50 to $5. The 
money for the rides in Chadron, 

Council begins budget discussion
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10-year-old Brayten Brueckner has been racing motocross for more than six years, and recently returned from his fi rst race at the Loretta Lynn 
National Championships.

Brueckner competes 
at national motocross
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